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£50,000 limit on replacement ‘Isas’ 

Extra tax burden 
for bigger savers 
when Peps go 
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By Philip Webster and Caroline Merrell 




HUNDREDS of thousands of 
people who have accumulated 
more than £50.000 in popular 
savings schemes could have to 
pay more fax after the confir¬ 
mation yesterday that Peps 
and Tessas are to be scrapped. 

In its firsr open threat to 
middle-income earners, the 
Government announced that 
its new individual savings 
accounts lisas} would put a 
ceiling on rax-free investments 
so that it can offer incentives to 
more lower-paid savers. 

Bui that approach brought 
immediate accusations that a 
retrospective tax was being 
imposed on savers who have 
taken our Peps and Tessas 
over the past ten years. Peter 
Lilley, the Shadow’ Chancel¬ 
lor. said: “Isas look like just 
another Labour raid on peo¬ 
ple's savings.” 

The Government wants to 
ixrrsuade millions more 
people to save, and investors 
will be able to use banks, 
building societies and even 
supermarkets to set up their 
Isas. They will be able to save ' 
up to £5.000 a year — of which 
£1.000 can be in cash. £1.000 
in life insurance and any 
amount in shares or unit. 
trusts — up to the maximum 
holding of £50.000. 

Accounts appealing to the 
low-paid should have low 
charges to ensure that small 
contributions are not whittled 
away by administration costs, 
and there will be 3 prize draw 



Geoffrey Robinson announcing the new scheme 


every month, under which 50 
people can win an extra £1.000 
to be added to their accounts. 

The 6.5 million people with 
Peps and Tessas will be able to 
transfer their funds to Isas 
when the new scheme comes 
into effect in April 1999 — 
although the 750,000 with 
more than £50.000will have to 
pay tax on the surplus or find 
another home for it. That 
could particularly hit those 
whose home loans are backed 
by Peps — a repayment meth¬ 
od that has become popular in 
tire past three years in the light 


of bad publicity surrounding 
endowment mortgages. 

According to the Inland 
Revenue, it has been possible 
to invest E8Z200 in Peps and 
more than E9.000 in Tessas 
since their creation. With a 
booming stock market, that 
investment could have risen to 
£150.000 or even more. 

The imposition of a £50.000 
tax-free ceiling on those invest¬ 
ments brough! Tory accusa¬ 
tions dial the Government 
was betraying its pre-election 
promise th3t it would not raise 
taxes on the better-off. 


How to keep investments tax-free 


ONE option for those who 
have built up a fund of up to 
£ 200.000 in personal equity 
plans over the ten years since 
Peps were introduced and are 
now worried about paying tax 
j> 10 place savings offshore 
1 Marianne Curphey writes). 

After putting the maximum 
£50,000 into an Isa. they could 


Turner Prize for 
video artist 

The £20.000 Turner Prize was 
won by Gillian Wearing. 34. 

Ms " Wearing's work in¬ 
cludes a video entitled Sacha 
and Mum which shows a 
middle-aged woman pulling 
the hair of a younger woman 
who is dressed only in her 
underwear. Page 2 
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then place the remaining 
£150.000 in an offshore invest¬ 
ment, perhaps in the Channel 
Islands or Isle of Man. These 
should be in schemes run by 
life companies and known as 
roll-up funds and investment 
bonds which allow tax 10 be 
deferred, maybe until retire¬ 
ment when the investor might 


be paying a lower rate of tax. 

Paul Freeman, tax specialist 
at Coopers & Ly brand, said 
that investors who held large 
sums in Peps and did not need 
income from their investments 
could also switch to a LIK- 
based unit trust which did not 
pay any income, thereby 
avoiding income tax. 


Even Labour MPs voiced 
surprise that the new scheme 
was announced by the multi¬ 
millionaire Paymaster Gener¬ 
al Geoffrey Robinson, who is 
the beneficiary of an offshore 
trust And Mr Robinson fur¬ 
ther angered the Tories by 
saying that those hit ly the 
changes were “well off by most 
people’s judgment” and that 
they had for the most part 
“done extremely well out of 
their Peps and Tessas". 

Explaining the thinking be¬ 
hind the Isas, Mr Robinson 
said they would reach a lot of 
people who had not been in 
the habit of saving. The 
described the new accounts as 
“much fairer, spread more 
widely and giving greater 
advantage to more people". 

Bur Mr Lilley said that 
hard-working and hard-sav¬ 
ing families of “prudenT mid¬ 
dle Britain" would be hit by 
rhe change, which meant that 
those saved most would now 
pay more tax. 

Industry experts also criti¬ 
cised the proposed ceiling. 
Fidelity Investments described 
it as a “killer" and said it 
would be lobbying hard to 
change it. Philip Warland, 
director general of the Associ¬ 
ation of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Funds, said: “The 
major problem is that it will 
falsify the reasonable expecta¬ 
tions of quite a lot of savers 
who are not going to be able to 
transfer all their Peps and 
Tessas. These are not rich 
people. I think it gets the Isa 
off to a very bad start. Jt is 
dearly nowhere near as at¬ 
tractive as a Pep or a Tessa. 
This will be quite damaging to 
the public’s perception of 
savings.” 

Replacing Peps, page 12 
Robinson’s fortune, page 13 
Leading article, page 21 

Boost for insurers, page 25 
Commentary, page 27 
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Mary Allen, Royal Opera House chief executive, was shocked by the personal nature of the report’s criticism 

Report shocks Opera House 


By Dalya Albekge 

ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

MARY ALLEN, live chief exec¬ 
utive of the Royal Opera 
House, was last night hurt 
and dismayed by a parliamen¬ 
tary 1 report into its manage¬ 
ment and funding which was 
circulated to the principle 
figures yesterday. The report, 
produced by a committee 
headed by Gerald Kaufman, 
will be published today. 

Lord Chadlington. chair¬ 
man of the Op;ra House, 
cancelled a planned visit to 
New York after reading his 
copy and said yesterday that 
he did not recognise its de¬ 
scription of Miss Allen at all. 

He added that he was 
unable to comment further, 
beyond saying that he would 
be studying the report and 
calling a board meeting before 
making "a considered 
response”. 

Sources dose to Miss Allen 
said she felt dismayed that the 
criridsms are so personal — 
particularly as she has been 


in the post for only three 
monrhs. “She feds she aaed 
absolutely properly and, 
therefore, it is a shame that 
Kaufman hasn’t shared that 
view.” a friend said. 

The report is understood to 
call for her resignation, along 
with that of Lord Ch3diington 
and members of the board. 

It is also believed to 
question the company’s future 
under the present manage¬ 
ment and to question that 
management's ability' to han¬ 
dle public money. 

MPs on the culture select 
committee launched the Op¬ 
era House inquiry in July 
after widespread concern 
about its future following 
fears over seat prices, accessi¬ 
bility. the use of £78 million of 
lottery money' and the han¬ 
dling of the tw o-year closure of 
its Covent Garden site. 

There was also concern at 
the sudden departure of its 
chief executive. Genista 
McIntosh, and the appoint¬ 
ment of the :her. secretary 
General of the Arts Councii. 


Miss Allen, by-passing official 
interviews. Miss Allen was 
grilled on the matter by the 
committee and she is exfvcted 
to come under criticism for 
misleading them in her evi¬ 
dence. as well as sharing rhe 
criticism for the house's han¬ 
dling of public finances. 

Friends said that she was 
particularly saddened as an 
earlier investigation, conduct¬ 
ed by the lawyer Edward 
Walker-Amott fur the Arts 
Council, had shown that the 
process behind her appoint¬ 
ment was entirely proper. 

The Opera House manage¬ 
ment is understood to be upset 
at the tone of the report, w hich 
is said to be littered with 


accusations of incompetence 
and laden with doom and 
gloom. There is also under¬ 
stood to be criticism of the Arts 
Council for failing to keep a 
check on the distribution of 
public finances. 

The house had been expect¬ 
ing the worst — having al¬ 
ready been told at committee 
hearings that the manage¬ 
ment of its finances was a 
"shambles" — but inriders 
said yesterday that those in¬ 
volved were taken aback by 
the fierceness of the criticisms. 

The house's £15 million Arts 
Council grant could be threat¬ 
ened and the MPs could call 
on Chris Smith, the Culture 
Secretary, to intervene. 


Prescott move to 
raise council tax 

By Philip Webster and Mark Henderson 


Backbench fury as benefits 
for lone parents are frozen 

By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


COUNCIL taxes are expected 
to increase by up to 10 per cent 
next year under a spending 
package for town halls an- 
notmred yesterday by John 
Prescon, the Deputy Prime 
Minister. 

Labour’s first local author¬ 
ity budget settlement for near¬ 
ly 20 years was attacked by the 
Tories as another backdoor 
tax increase. Sir Norman 
Fowler, the Shadow Environ¬ 
ment Secretary, told MPs Mr 
Prescott had opened the way 
for major over-inflation in¬ 
creases. The Liberal Demo¬ 
crats called it a betrayal of the 
people who voted Labour 
thinking rhar it would deliver 
better public services. 

The deal increases by about 
3.8 per cent theamount of cash 


the Government says councils 
can spend. A relaxation in 
capping limits means that 
councils will be able to spend 
more than the government 
increase and raise the rest 
from council tax- 
Writing in The Times today 
Mr Prescott says he has made 
the change not to allow irre¬ 
sponsibility but to. enable 
councils to be responsive to 
their voters. “This is not an 
opportunity to return to the 
days of spiralling local taxes. 
The more responsbile local 
councils show themselves, the 
easier it will be to progress to 
the removal of capping.” 

Blonkett’s warning, page 2 
Council tax rises, page 12 
John Prescott page 20 


THE Government fuelled the 
row over lone-parem benefits 
yesterday by announcing a 
freeze on payments for exist¬ 
ing single parents. 

More than 120 Labour MPs 
are already threatening to 
rebel over plans to cut pay¬ 
ments for new claimants by 
£11 a week. But ministers had 
suggested that the 13 million 
lone parents now on benefit 
would be protected. 

Yesterday, however, Harri¬ 
et Harman, the Social Security 
Secretary, infuriated Labour 
and Liberal Democrat MPs by 
announcing unexpectedly Lhar 
those already on benefit would 
also suffer. Those now claim¬ 
ing social security payments 
will lose up to £78 a year under 
the decision not to uprate their 


benefits in line with other 
payments. 

Ministers disclosed that the 
squeeze was partly because of 
the rise in inflation which has 
added £600 million more to 
the benefits bill than had been 
predicted in the Budget last 
March. The Budget Red Book 
had assumed inflation at 
15 per cent rather than 
3.6 per cent 

Under the new proposals, 
lone parents will gel no in¬ 
crease for “premiums” — the 
extra they are paid on child 
benefit, income support, hous¬ 
ing benefit and council tax 
benefit. The higher rate of 
child benefit for lone parents 
will stay at £17.10. the higher 
rale of family premium in 
income support and jobseek¬ 


er’s allowance stays 3t £15.75 
and housing benefit and coun¬ 
cil tax benefit stays at £22.05. 

Ms Harman published a 
parliamentary answer con¬ 
taining the new benefit up- 
ratings for all .social security 
claimants, showing that elder¬ 
ly people will gain a 3.6 per 
cent rise in the basic state 
pension, which will rise by 
£3.60. to £J03.40. a week for a 
married couple and by £2.25. 
to £64.70. for a single person. 

It was left to Keith Bradley, 
one of her junior ministers, to 
defend in a Commons state¬ 
ment the decision to freeze 
lone-parent benefits for the 
third year in a row: "The 
money to uprate these benefits 
was taken out of our budget by 
the previous Government" 


Two killed as sleet and snow make roads hazardous 
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by Kathryn knight 

WEATHER forecasters warned of 
further freezing conditions and snow 
showers across the country today after 
snow claimed two victims yesterday. 
Temperatures fell to below zero over 
most of the country overnight on 
Monday with snow in the South East 
and Cumbria causing hazardous con¬ 
ditions for drivers. 

Motorists and commuted were ad- 
vised to expect further problems today 


after widespread frost overnight with 
the South East worst affected. Yester¬ 
day sleet and snow, combined with 
plunging temperatures, led to a spate 
of accidents, one fatal. Kaye King. 44. a 
recruitment consultant, was killed 
near her home in Upper Ancon, near 
Bicester. Oxfordshire, after a sports car 
skidded on ice on a country road and 
mounted the footpath. 

In the North East, blizzards led to 
hazardous road conditions. A lorry 
driver was killed after his vehicle 


crashed and overturned on the A1 at 
Newton-on-the-Moor, near Alnwick. 
Northumberland. Another motorist 
was injured when his car crashed into 
the back of the upturned lorry-. 

In Qimbria, temperatures fell to 18F 
(-8Q and town centres in Keswick and 
Carlisle were blocked by heavy snow. 
A spokesman for Cumbria couniv 
council highways said that they had 
been forecast a dear night. "We 
followed the weather forecast of a clear 
night and then quickly had to mobilise 


the griner force early in the morning. 
But by that time the snow was already 
heavy on the ground and was freezing 
on top of black ice." 

A number of schools were also dosed 
because of bad weather. Bookmakers 
reduced the odds on a white Christmas 
from 7-1 to 6-1. A spokeman at the Met 
Office said it would remain cold but 
would fee! milder as the week went on. 

Photograph and 
forecast page 24 
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Words fail as Prescott gets lost in 


uestioning Ann Tay- 
( | lor. foe Leader of die 

House, on prospects 
forme Wild Mammals Bill 
(which outlaws hunting with 
dogs) the Liberal Democrats' 
David Chidgey (Eastleigh) got 
into a muddle and called the 
proposed legislation the Wild 
Members BilL 
He spoke truer than be 
knew. For what was that 
distant trumpeting? John 
Prescott was smashing his 
way up through the forest 
brandishing in his trunk a fat 
sheaf of papers; his local 
government financial settle¬ 


ment Announcing (to ail 
intents and purposes) the Kke- 
ly level of future council tax 
increases. John Prescott 
promised MPs "a plain Eng¬ 
lish guide" to local govern¬ 
ment finance. With due 
respect to Mr Prescott, aplain 
English guide to Mr Prescott 

is even more urgently needed. 

It was one of the longest 
statements anyone in the 
Press Gallery can remember a 
minister making. It was also 
one of the most technical. Mr 
Prescott's civil servants must 
have been desperately keen 
that this rogue elephant of the 


grammatical jungle stick to 
his text He tried. Heaven 
knows he tried. 

But an annual local govern¬ 
ment financial settlement is a 
thicket of verbal briars, and 
Mr Prescott’s speechwriter 
had laid terrible traps for him. 
Journalists had the benefit of 
a printed text 

We held our breaths as the 
minister approached sen¬ 
tences like “we expect to see a 
redaction in the net costs of 
outstanding debt,'" but Mr 
Prescott waved his trank and 
crashed straight through. 
Then, on page five, as the 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



Wild Member gathered 
speed, thundered past Stan¬ 
dard Spending Assessments, 
took a tight corner at Elderly 
Residential Social Services 
and came stomping through 
Local Authority Debt we 
leapt for cover as be hooted 
and beOowed his way into 
New Capital Expenditure. We 
could see trouble ahead: an 
exceptionally nasty little thorn 


bush composed of this decep¬ 
tively simple sentence "/ am 
proposing to put right that 
wrung.” 

It was tragic that a man 
who could galumph his way 
through acres of dense gibber¬ 
ish like “altogether we have 
made extra provision of one 
thousand and sixty million 
pounds (£lJ06 bStion), or 5.7 
per cent, to go into English 


schools in 1998/99 than [sc} 
this year” should come a 
cropper on so small a piece of 
gorsc Bat Prescott became 
horribly snagged. 

“I am proposing to pot right 
that right wrong!” be trumpet¬ 
ed. The Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter sensed immediately that 
be had blundered but became 
confused as to how. He tried 
to reverse out of the bush. 
“For the record” he roared 
“I'm putting that wrong 
right!” 

For the record he wasn’t 
His text said he was putting 
right that wrong. But be was 


nearly there; and much dosCT 
than putting right that right 
wrong. Mr Prescott disentan¬ 
gled himse lf from thejpara- 
graph and stomped off into 
Area Cost Adjustment. 

Thu sketch left him in a 
spot of bother with die calcu¬ 
lation of “a distribution of 
grants which would enable all 
authorities to prove a stan¬ 
dard level , of service for a 
similar council tax level for a 
shall ariy valued property 
whatever the differences in 
needs and r eso ur ces.” The 
emphasised words had been, 
underlined in advance for 


Mental patients 
being held in 
hospital illegally 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


A LARGE number of mentally 
ill patients are detained in 
hospitals illegally, according 
to a Court of Appeal judgment 
yesterday. 

In a landmark ruling, 
which will have financial con¬ 
sequences for the National 
Health Service, the judges 
said that even people who are 
unable to decide whether they 
want to be treated in an 
institution cannot he held in 
them unless they are first 
legally declared insane. 

Lend Woolf, the Master of 
the Rolls, and two other judges 
ruled unanimously that an 
autistic man. referred to as 
patient H. should not have 
been detained on an “infor¬ 
mal” basis in Boumewood 
Hospital, at Chertsey. Surrey, 
since July after becoming dis¬ 
tressed at a day centre. 

A couple who had taken in 
H as one of their family under 
the care in the community 
programme have been bat¬ 
tling ever since to be allowed 
to take him home. 

Lord Woolf, sitting with 
Lord Justice Phillips and Lord 
Justice Chadwick, unani¬ 
mously agreed that the 
Boumewood Community and 
Mental Health Trust had mis¬ 
interpreted the law. They said 
they were "troubled” that the 
Trust was not alone in getting 
the law wrong. “Apparently 


there could be many patients, 
especially those suffering from 
dementia, who are in the same 
position as H.“ they said in a 
joint 26-page judgment. 

They did not agree with 
authoritative mental health 
textbooks which back infor¬ 
mal admissions. “The current 
practice cannot justify a disre¬ 
gard of the Malta! Health 
Act.” the judgment said. 

Leave to appeal was granted 
after John Grace. QC for the 
Trust said the judgment con¬ 
tained "serious public re¬ 
source implications”. 

The judgment said H had 
been a long-term hospital 
patient for most of his life until 
March. 1994. when he went to 
live with a Mrs and Mrs E, 
who regarded him as one of 
the family. In July, while on a 
visit to a day-care centre, he 
had the sort of “tantrum” his 
carers used to control without 
hospital help. Because they 
could not be contacted. H was 
taken to hospital where he 
remained as an informal 
patient Mr and Mrs E chal¬ 
lenged the legality of his 
detention but the Trust said he 
had “simply not chosen to 
leave". The Trust also argued 
that it could rely on the 
common law "doctrine of ne¬ 
cessity” to justify giving H 
treatment in accordance with 
his own best interests. The 


judges ruled H was wrongly 
detained and overturned a 
High Court ruling that he had 
been “free to leave” the hospi¬ 
tal. The judges said H was not 
able to consent to treatment 
and it was plain that had he 
attempted to leave, "those in 
charge of him would not have 
permitted him to do so”. 

The judgment said: The 
Trust has admitted H and is 
detaining him for treatment 
for mental disorder without 
his consent and without the 
formalities required under the 
Mental Health Act. It follows 
that they have acted, and are 
acting, unlawfully.” 

Mrs E welcomed an indica¬ 
tion from the Triist that H 
might be allowed to return 
home later this week but she 
was angry over his treatment. 
When she was allowed to visit 
him for the first time on 
November Z- “1 was shocked 
and didn't recognise him. He 
looked so tired and haggard 
and absolutely desperate.” 

Mrs Carol Pearson, chief 
executive of the Trust, said: 
“We wifi now have to consider 
the position of the vast major¬ 
ity of people with a learning 
disability and many others 
with mental illness who are 
unable to express consent and 
for whom we have been pro- 
riding care as informal in¬ 
patients.” 



Gillian Wearing: her video artworks were powerful and disturbing, said tfae competition judges 


By Dalya Alberge 

AN artist whose oeuvre in¬ 
dudes a video of a middle- 
aged woman pulling the hair 
of a younger woman dressed 
only in her underwear last 
night won the £20,000 Turner 
Prize. 

The prize was presented to 
Gillian Wearing, 34, by Chris 
Smith, the Culture Secretary, 
at the Tate Gallery. She beat 
three other female artists, 
among them the supposed 
favourite, Cornelia Parker, 
whose work has involved 
gathering balls of fluff into a 
case and dangling bits of 


Moving pictures 
take Turner Prize 
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sflver cutlery from the White 
Cliffs of Dover. 

Ms Wearing’s video of 
Sacha and Mum was singled 
out by die Tate as particularly 
“powerful” and “disturbing”. 
It plays to a soundtrack of 
dialogue, incomprehensible 
because it is run backwards 
and is interpreted as a com¬ 
ment on the ambiguous rda- 

V&A aims 
to block 
charges 

By Dalya Alberge 

THE Victoria & Albert Muse¬ 
um is attempting to block 
government plans to give the 
British Museum extra cash to 
stave off the introduction of 
admission charges. 

Just days before trustees at i 
the British Museum were 
resigned to a derision to 
charge. The Times has learnt 
that the V&A has insisted that . 
if any more money is avail- | 
able, they should receive a 
share. Tfae director. Alan 
Borg, has complained to Chris 
Smith, the Culture Secretary, i 
about the prospect of a £4 
million offer that would keep 
the British Museum going for J 
another year while the Ken¬ 
sington museum has to charge 
£5 tor adults and £3 for senior 
citizens. 

Dr Borg told Mr Smith that 
if the British Museum is "let 
off", the V&A will take “great 
exception”. The V&A's move 
has angered many. Most mu¬ 
seum directors accept that 
there is not enough cash for 
every institution and the Brit¬ 
ish Museum, with the most 
important of the nation's col¬ 
lections, is a test case: if it 
charges, so will rite others. 


tin nships we have with people 
we love. Another work that 
made its mark on the judges 
was her cinema-size 
rideoscreen showing three 
rows of uniformed-police offi¬ 
cers remaining silent for an 
hour but increasing then- 
slight twitching as the tape 
winds on. 

The judges applauded “the 


emotional force of her work 
and its complexify beneath an 
apparently simple surfaced. 

Ms Wearing. Jrom 
Birmingham, learnt her trade 
at Goldsmiths’ College. 

The other shortlisted artists 
were Christine Borlimd; 32, 
whose work features silhou¬ 
ettes of preserved skeletons of 
a giant and dwarf and Angela 

Bulloch. 3L whose creations 
include a giant beanbag 
whose largely unpleasant 
Tumbling noises are activated 
by visitors standing oa.pres¬ 
sure pads. : j 

Arts, pages 34-36 


him in his text, by anxious 

civil servants. 

At one point; a fittie sadly 1 

thought, and dose to tbe emL 

Mr Prescott declared “Mad¬ 
am Speaker, we remain com¬ 
mitted to the ending of crate 
and universal capping." for 
the Government to end erode 
and universal. capping 
seemed to some of os a 
terrible waste: of tins sobfe 
beast’s capacities. 

Crude and universal cap¬ 
ping — indeed erode , add 
universal anything — sounds 
just what Mr Prescon would 

be best aL 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Wakeham 
steps up 
campaign 
on privacy ■ 

Lord Wakeham will step up 
the campaign today against . 
the Lord Chancellors han- , 
dling of legislation on press > 
privacy by warning that ordir ' 
nary readers’ rights are being 
jeopardised. . 

In a speech in Southamp- . 
ton, the chairman of the Press ». 
Complaints Commission will • 
predict the end of self-regula¬ 
tion of the media ff the Bill — ; 
which incorporates the Euro- ; 
pean Convention on Human .< 
Rights into British law — is : 
not amended to exempt the '■ 
press watchdog. 

Leading article, page 19 

Talks on tobacco 

Tessa Jowefi, the Public - 
Health Minister, said that 
there would be tough talks in 
Europe over, the length of 
Formula One’s exemption - 
from a tobacco advertising 
ban. Her comments came as it - 
emerged that ministers may 
agree to a limited exemption 
instead of a permanent ban. 

Diana warning j 

Traders who tiy to cash in on * 
the image of Diana. Princess 
of Wales, .were wanted that ' 
they wifi be pursued world¬ 
wide and stopped. The Memo-: ■ 
rial Fund is frying to register > 
the ^Princess's face as a tracto- 
mark to stop what a spokes- ’ 
man called “tacky goodstaade 


Dorrell supports 
student grants 


justfor^reedy profit”-• 

Police cash boost 

Police are to get an extra £258 
million next year, including 
cash to fund another 600 
officers on the beat. Jack 
Straw, file Home Secretary, 
said tiie police bill for 199W9 
will be just over £7 bflKan- The 
money for extra officers is in 
line with a pledge given by the 
previous government. 


By David Charter, education correspondent Body returned 


STEPHEN DORRELL, the 
Shadow Education Secretary, 
told the National Union of 
Students yesterday that the 
Conservatives would vote 
against the phasing out of the 
means-tested grant because it 
was a lifeline to students from 
low-income families. 

Mr Dorrell was applauded 
by 150 members of the Labour- 
dominated NUS attend ung a 
seminar, even though his 
stance is out of step with the 
organisation's own policy. The 
NUS voted last year to aban- 



Dorrell: told students 
grant was a lifeline 


don grants and campaign 
instead against tuition fires. 

Only one speaker, a mature 
student, accused the Tory gov¬ 
ernment in which Mr Dorrell 
had served of having caused a. 
crisis in higher education by 
increasing student numbers 
while cutting funding. Mr 
Darrell responded: “The stu¬ 
dent grant ought to be regard¬ 
ed as an efficient way of using 
taxpayers’ money to deliver a 
public polity objective." 

Baroness Blackstone, the 
Education Minister, alsprre- 
ceived polite applause after 
explaining how the Govern¬ 
ment would introduce £2,000 
annual course fees. As a 
lecturer at the London School 
of Eoradmics in 1967, the then 
Tessa Blackstone shared anti- 
Establishment anger when 
she backed the undergraduate 
sit-in. Signs of rebellion were 
hard to find yesterday among 
the NUS. 

Yesterday Lady Blackstone 
told the seminar that she had 
“agonised” over the introduc¬ 
tion of fees and the abolition of 
tiie grant, butthaithe Govern¬ 
ment had had to take a 
courageous derision. 


The body of Joan Turner, 53, 
who was Jailed in the Luxor 

massacre, is back in this 

country, having been sent to 
Switzerland in error. The boefy 
of her daughter Karina is 
missing. Her granddaughter 
Shaunnah, 5, also died when. 
58 tourists m Egypt died at the 
hands of Islamic extremists. 

Flfaverdict 

. Fifa. soccer's world governing 
body, condemned the Rome 
police and football officials for 
their handling of the .violence 
during tiie Itaiy-England 
World Cup game cm October 
11. A Football Association, re¬ 
port blamed the police for 
"deliberate intimidation” at 
the match. 

Wrestler dies : 

Fbrmer wrestling s star Big . 
Daddy died yesterday’after 
battling against a stroke. The • 
former miner, whose: real 
name was Shirley Crabtree^ 
once weighed 25 ■ stones, . 
specialised in the “splash”, 
-crashing down on top-of his 
opponents with his stomach. ~ ■ 

Obituaries, page 23 




Councils told to 
call free spend on schools 


0800 670 670 


By John O’Leary, education editor 


RUC ends oath of 
service to Queen 

By Maritn Fletcher, ghsef Ireland correspondent 
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DAVID BLUNKETT warned 
councillors not to ignore the 
“people's priority" erf schools 
when they allocate the extra 
£1 billion freed for local gov¬ 
ernment yesterday. 

Although the Government 
has no power to direct councils 
how to spend the Revenue 
Support Grant- it has stressed 
lhat The 5.7 per cent increase is 
intended for schools. Many 
have said services such as 
police, fire and community 
care need some money. 

. Mr Blunkett, the Education 
and Employment Secretary, 
said: “We made it absolutely 
dear in the Budget that this 
increase was for raising stan- 
1 dards in our schools and not 
for anything rise. The people 


made quite dear in May that 
this was their priority — and 
they will expect local authori¬ 
ties to heed this priority too." 

Mr Blunkett has written to 
all councils spelling out the 
Government's message, and 
making it dear that their 
spending plans will be closely 
monitored. He said he expect¬ 
ed diem to play their part in 
raising educational standards. 

The extra funding an¬ 
nounced by John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
brought the notional funding 
for education to £835 million 
more than the Conservatives’ 
spending plans. 

Council tax rises, page 12 
John Prescott page 20 


THE Government is to abol¬ 
ish the Royal Ulster Constabu¬ 
lary's oath of'service to the 
Queen as part of its efforts to 
increase Catholic recruitment 
to the overwhelmingly Protes¬ 
tant force. 

In future new recruits will 
promise they will “faithfully 
discharge the duties of foe 
office of Constable", which is 
the form of words used in 
Scotland, instead of swearing 
they will “well and truly serve” 
foe Sovereign. The present 
oath has been used by foe 
RUC, and foe pre-partition 
Royal Irish Constabulary, 
since the 1836 Constabulary 
Ireland Act. 

The change will be included 
in a Police B01 designed to 


increase nationalist 
dence in foe 0,000 
force that is just eight p 
Catholic, but was dene 
by Ian Paisley, the Dem 
Unionist Party leadea 
stud it was “another t 
sion to foe - Provisional 1 
The reaction of other 1 
ists and foe RUC itse 
more muted. The diaiq 
recommended by the J 
em Ireland Police Ah 
after public consuftatk 
follows a si mfliar adjix 
to the oath taken by me 
of the jiidiriaiyr' 

Kten Maginnis. die: 
Unionist - PartyV - » 
spokesman, said fhedi 
oath was “not s ometh! 
will go to the wall over” 
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50-year tragedy 
of soldier and 
PoW camp bride 

Welsh Guardsman thought girl he married in Poland 
died of tuberculosis, Simon de Bruxelles reports 


HOME NEWS 3 
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THE true story of a doomed 
wartime romance between a 
young Welsh Guardsman and 
the beautiful Polish girl he met 
and married in a German 
prison camp made perfect 
materia! for a film. But the 
tragic ending of Bride of War. 
a Welsh-Polish co-production, 
has turned out to have a twist 
that even its author, the 
guardsman, could never have 
imagined. 

For 50 years. John Eiwyn 
Jones mourned the young 
Polish bride he had mar¬ 
ried secretly in the Nazi 
labour camp. Within 
hours of the wedding, the 
young lovers were sepa¬ 
rated. and after he es¬ 
caped Mr Jones was told 
that his bride. Celinka. 
had died of tuberculosis. 

However, after the film 
was shown on Polish 
television last month. Mr “ 
Jones discovered that Celinka 
had in fact regained con¬ 
sciousness in the camp mortu¬ 
ary. survived the war and 
lived unril 1900 in Poland, 
trapped behind the Iron Cur¬ 
tain. According to her sot 
from a post-war relationship, 
she trial without success to 
trace her husband 

Yesterday Mr Jones, now 
aged 75 and living in Dolgel¬ 
lau. North Wales, was loo 
distressed* to talk about the 
heartbreaking romance. 

Lluniau LJivv. the indepen¬ 


dent production company that 
made the film, plans to rewrite 
die ending before it is released 
in British cinemas next year. 
Peter Edwards, the director, 
said yesterday: “It is heart¬ 
breaking. For 50 years John 
believed Celinka ’was dead, 
and now it is too late. The 
documents produced by her 
son this week leave no doubt 
that she survived. 

“He is a man of few words 
and when I suggested re¬ 
writing the film he said. 


C The documents 
produced by her son 
leave no doubt that 
she survived 5 


‘WhafS the point? What good 
would it do now?* John is a 
remarkable man, a hero. But 
he has put that {art of his 

- extraordinary life behind him juumi up «mi me ruion hucioicvj uic uunp m ivo. auic iu umiaci mr Junes ana warr now cuuiu sue even yi-a, . WJSK ~ — T =*• 

belmid the Iron Cur- and does not want to discuss Freedom Fighters. Celinka Never suspecting his first love died in 1990, aged 69. She is begin to trace a former British 

ccordmg to her sot iL" was already ill with tuberculo- was still living. Mr Jones buried in a cemetery at soldier? ^ & 

post-war relationship. Mr Jones joined the Welsh sis. When she collapsed soon married twice more and now Kasczoi in Poland. “It seems she. too. closed off fe-Tfs^ ---. ' ’ 

a without success to Guards at the age of 18 in 1939. after the wedding the camp lives with his third wife in Mr Jones turned the story of that pan of her life. She never .c. .*•£$ *- - 

r husband weeks before war broke out doctors declared her clinically Dolgellau. He has two child- his wartime romance into a married but she had a son in .V^ySjftU ^ x - /&&&&*, - 

rday Mr Jones, now and his regiment was sent Do dead. ren by his second marriage. book called At The Fifth 1950. Edward Piwkowsld. who ■ 2 ^'v '-*■ • 

and living m Dolgel- France. Within months he was “Word reached John that Given his resilience, re- Attempt, on which the film is is now a truck driver firing in ■' 

Jrth Wales, was loo captured in the retreat to his wife was still at Bedzin and sourcefolness and skill with based. Mr Edwards said: “Un- Benjin in Poland. We will ^ V-«* ■- ■ 

ed* to talk about the Dunkirk and sent to a Ger- he made another journey languages. Mr Jones was til a few days ago we had no change the film to reflect the >=■•''ft-»v 

eaking romance. man pnsoner-of-war camp in across Poland to find her. He picked to work for British idea how the story really truth, but John wants nothing *• • ^ • 

au LJivv. the indepen- inland. The young soldier was captured and sent back to Intelligence as a Nazi hunter ended. The film ends with to do with it now.” A wartime photograph of Mr Jones, circled 

Prosecutors urge judge to send Louise Woodward back to jail 


made four escape bids, each 
time being recaptured. 
Celinka. a dark-haired Polish 
girl, was 17 when Germany 
invaded her homeland and 
was imprisoned for slapping a 
Nazi soldier in the face. 

The couple met in the squal¬ 
id and horrific surroundings 
of a labour camp at Bedzin in 
Poland in 1943. and fell in love. 
Night after night Mr Jones 
would scale the fence to see his 
sweetheart in her billet out¬ 
side. smuggling himself back 

_ into the camp ax dawn. 

They •‘married*’ in a 
secret ceremony on 
Christmas Eve, 1943. with 
a girlfriend of Celinka *s 
standing in as the pfiesL 
Within hours John and 
Celinka — her real name 
was Celin Maria Grygiel 
— were separated by a 
— spiteful German guard 
and never set eyes on each 
other again. Mr Edwards 
said: “John was moved to 
another camp 300 miles away, 
from where he escaped and 
joined up with the Polish 
Freedom Fighters. Celinka 
was already ill with tuberculo¬ 
sis. When she collapsed soon 
after the wedding the camp 
doctors declared her clinically 
dead. 

“Word reached John that 
his wife was still at Bedzin and 
he made another journey 
across Poland to find her. He 
was captured and sent back to 















The prison camp wedding scene in the film Bride of War. with Huw Gannon and Anna Wojctkfewkz playing John Jones and Celinka 
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the camp where he was told 
she had perished.” 

According to her son. 
Celinka regained conscious¬ 
ness in the prison camp mor¬ 
tuary. She recovered and was 
still alive when Allied troops 
liberated the camp in 1945. 
Never suspecting his first love 
was still living. Mr Jones 
married twice more and now 
lives with his third wife in 
Dolgellau. He has two child¬ 
ren by his second marriage. 

Given his resilience, re¬ 
sourcefulness and skill with 
languages. Mr Jones was 
picked to work for British 
Intelligence as a Nazi hunter 


in past-war Germany, and 
later for the Special Branch in 
Cyprus. 

Celinka never wanted to 
marry again, although she 
had a son. Edward, in 1950. 
Despite trying, she was never 
able to contact Mr Jones and 
died in 1990, aged 69. She is 
buried in a cemetery at 
Kasczoi in Poland. 

Mr Jones turned the story of 
his wartime romance into a 
book called At The Fifth 
Attempt, on which the film is 
based. Mr Edwards said: “Un¬ 
til a few days ago we had no 
idea how the story really 
ended. The film ends with 


John standing on a hillside in 
Wales remembering his 
young bride. 

“What must it have been 
like for Celinka. trapped in a 
small Polish town under Com¬ 
munist rule through the Cold 
War? How could she even 
begin to trace a former British 
soldier? 

“It seems she. too. closed off 
that pan of her life. She never 
married but she had a son in 
1950. Edward Piukowslti. who 
is now a truck driver firing in 
Benjin in Poland. We will 
change the film to reflect the 
truth, but John wanLs nothing 
to do with it now.” 
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Louise Woodward 


From James Bone 

IN NEW YORK 

PROSECUTORS will today urge a 
Boston judge to send the British au 
pair Louise Woodward back to 
prison before Cbristmas. 

Tbe district attorney’s office 
wants Judge Ruth Abrams of the 
Supreme Judicial Court in Massa¬ 
chusetts to stay the trial judge's 
derision to reduce Miss Wood¬ 
ward's conviction from murder to 
manslaughter, and return her to 


Framingham women’s prison 
pending an appeaL 

That the judge acted like a 
second jury is evident not only by 
his adoption of a uniquely peculiar 
view of the evidence, but also by his 
conduct and statements throughout 
the proceedings.” the prosecutors 
argued in court papers. His conduct 
“revealed that he had a personal 
view of the case and was guided by 

ir. 

Judge Abrams'S ruling on the 
motion will not settle the prosecu¬ 


tors* appeal against Judge Hiller B. 
Zobel’s derision to overturn the jury 
verdict of second-degree murder 
and free Miss Woodward with 
“time served” of 279 days. Nor will 
the ruling determine Miss 
Woodward's own appeal, which 
has yet to be filed, against her 
manslaughter conviction. 

The hearing could, however, 
prompt a request from Miss 
Woodward's lawyers that she be 
given her surrendered passport and 
be allowed to fly home to the 


Cheshire village of Elton for Christ¬ 
mas. with a promise to return for 
future hearings. Since her release 
last month, the teenager has been 
living with a member of her legal 
team in the Boston suburb of 
Marblehead. She is not expected to 
attend today's hearing. 

Sources at the Supreme Judicial 
Court said it was unlikely that Miss 
Woodward would get back her 
passport back immediately, even 
though her US visa is due to expire. 
Her lawyers could be instructed to 


contact US immigration authorities 
to arrange for her to remain in the 
country without going back to jail. 

If she rejects the prosecutors' 
request Judge Abrams may decide 
to speed up the appeals process by 
referring the case directly to a full 
seven-judge panel of the court 
rather than the intermediate three- 
judge bench, which is normally the 
next step. 

Miss Woodward has raised some 
eyebrows in Boston by getting a 
new haircut and new clothes since 


she appeared as a dowdy nanny on 
the witness stand. One local colum¬ 
nist warned her to avoid further 
shopping trips to preserve her 
popular support in the city. 

Last week, she issued a staicmcnr 
revealing that she had turned down 
“six-figure” offers to tell her story 
and denied (hat the au pair agent) 
that brought her to America had 
asked her iu sign away profits from 
any book or movie deals." I have no 
intention of exploiting this traye- 
dv." she said. 


Wife praises devotion Ex lj ,w “ r 
of suspended ‘Robocop’ lawless 


By StewartTenoler. crime correspondent 


THE wife of Detective Super¬ 
intendent Ray Mallon. the 
zero-tolerance expert suspend¬ 
ed in a corruption inquiry, 
said yesterday her husband 
was a devoted policeman who 
put his job before his family at 
Christmas and on holiday. 

While Mr MaJlon remained 
silent on the orders of Cleve¬ 
land police, his wife Carole 
collected bouquets left at their 
home by sympathetic mem¬ 
bers of the public and attacked 
senior officers for daring to 
jink her husband with any 
malpractice. The local radio 
sr 3 tion was also flooded with 
listeners defending the man 
whose tough law and order 
policy' has earned him the 
nickname of Robocop. 

Mr Mallon was suspended 
on Monday after allegations 
of disclosing confidential in¬ 
formation and “activity which 
could be construed as criminal 
conduct”. The suspension 
came as the force investigated 
allegations that two of Mr 
Mai Ion's men gave prisoners 
drugs in exchange for 
information- 

Mrs Mallon said: It* as if 
ihe devotion Ray has shown 
over the past 24 years amounts 
io nothing. He spends a 
minimum of SO hours a week 
in ihe job. Yes. there are tunes 
when he places his family 
second hut I realised years ago 

thai is the way he is, he will 
never change. If Ray was a 
bininan he would want to 
empty more bins rhan 3113,0116 

C, f h e said her husband was 


so dedicated to his job the only 
day they sat down to eat as a 
family was Christmas Day 
and even then he was always 
late. Mrs Mallon said: “We 
don’t celebrate our anniversa¬ 
ry anymore, l know Ray will 
be too busy with work. 

“Ray spends at least 80 
hours a week working and 
doesn't claim any overtime. 
He spent last Christmas Eve 
working and then went back 
m on Christmas Day. He said 
if those on five beat had to go in 
it was only right the senior 
officers show their faces.” 

She said the couple tried to 
go away with their two daugh¬ 
ters for a fortnight every year. 
“I always say Ray should try 
and forget about work bur it is 
pointless. We were in 
Lanzarote and he disap¬ 
peared. I found him at a phone 
box — ringing Middlesbrough 
to find out how they were 
progressing in a case.” 

Mrs MaJlon. 42. a council 


housing assistant, was with 
their children Lois. 13. and 
Victoria, 16, when they heard 
the news on the radio. She 
said:“ Ray is guilty of two 
things, firstly bring an excel¬ 
lent police officer and secondly 
working far too hard. 

“I feel someone has got to 
stand up for Ray. They have 
thrown this slur at him and 
then gagged him — it is 
disgraceful. 

“Over the years I have 
accepted that being a police¬ 
man is not a job to Ray. it is a 
vocation. There have been 
many times I have wished Ray 
could work 9 to 5 like a lot of 
other policemen do, but Ray is 
not like that and there is no 
point hying to change him. 

“What is so annoying is that 
Ray has spent his working life 
determined to clear the crimi¬ 
nals from the streets and now 
the force has turned round 
and tried to insinuate he is just 
like them.” 
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Ray Mallon, who is suspended, and his wife Carole 


murder 

By Paul Wilkinson 

A FORMER soldier was jailed 
for life yesterday for the mo¬ 
tiveless killing of a farmer’s 
wife as she walked along a 
quiet lane near her home. 

Tile trial failed to reveal 
why Derek Christian slashed 
the throat of Margaret Wilson, 
a 66-year-old grandmother, 
and left her to die in a pool of 
blood. The former Royal Engi¬ 
neer always maintained his 
innocence, claiming he was 
driving home from work at the 
time Mrs Wilson died. 

But a jury at Leeds Crown 
Court took less than two hours 
to convict him of her murder 
in the East Yorkshire village of 
Burton Fleming in Febmary 
1995. The verdict was greeted 
with delight by members of 
Mrs Wilson's family. 

On the day of her death Mrs 
Wilson’s daughter. Heather, 
had dropped Iter off in the lane 
so she could walk home. 
Workers in nearby fields saw 
Christian. 33. of Driffield, 
attack her from behind with a 
knife that he had taken from 
his work. He then ran off. 

The Army had described 
Christian’s conduct as “exem¬ 
plary" on his discharge in 
December 1994, but checks 
showed he had a violent streak 
with convictions for assault 

Outside the court yesterday. 
Mrs Wilson's granddaughter. , 
Rachael, 23. said: "The hard¬ 
est part in all of this is that we I 
know who has done it but we 1 
will never know why." I 



Security tape reveals unknown raid 


‘...All Beautifully Wrapped at Thomas Pink” 


Bv Simon de Bruxelles 

\ WOMAN found unconscioiBW> the 
floor of her antiques and jeweUery shop 
Sold bv doctors that she had suffered 
a bro to haemorrhage- The true reason for 

her%l laps* emerged only after herson 
^.hJckfrom the United States to be at 
wrSde and viewed the film from the 
aehadbeen 

S,l Jn3n d IKiely.”^ remembered nothing 


television camera. Mr Ktely said he 
could see “a man come into the shop, get 
my mother’s attention and then step 
forward and clobber her with some sort 
of cosh. There was no sound on the video 
hot I could almost feel the explosive force 

with which he hit her. , 

“Then he went behind the counter and 
you can see him taking various things. I 
was horrified. 1 could not believe my eyes 
and I had to watch it twice before 1 could 
take it in. My mother was bom in that 
shop and it is lucky she did not die there. 

Mr Kiely was enjoying Tjaidssgiying 
with his American wife and her famtty m 
New Hampshire when he was told his 


mother was ill. His mother, who is 
divorced, was found unconscious by a 
watch repairer who assumed she had 
collapsed and hit her head against the 
wall and called an ambulance the police 
were not contacted. 

Mrs Kiely is still recovering from her 
head injuries in the hospitaL Police are 
trying to find out what was stolen. 
Detective Constable Jerry Rogers said: 
“We are still working on enhancing the 
video and we hope to be able to release an 
image from it." 

The attacker is described as clean¬ 
shaven. while and of medium build, with 
dark hair. 
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“Drag hunting is a viable alternative to killing wild 
mammals. Such a hunt can follow a pre-planned route. 
It can have pre-determined obstacles to cater for all 
riding abilities, and a variety of slow or fast paces 
to suit all riders. It really could be fun. It involves 
enjoying the British countryside, riding on horseback 
and following the hounds, but the difference is that 
no kill takes place. Some 30% of British people agree 
that hunting should continue, but by following a drag 
with no kill ” MICHAEL FOSTER MP WORCESTER 

“Can we tell children that it is alright to subject them 
(animals) to the torment of a long, protracted chase 
that is a highly inefficient ritual? Can we tell them that 
it is alright to make a social occasion of a hunt, to 
have a few drinks, to make it a celebration and a 
major event in the social calendar? If we do, we 
demean ourselves as a species and a civilisation. We 
cannot tell other countries that their treatment of 
animals is barbaric” PAUL FLYNN MP NEWPORT W 


“It is argued that if we abolish hunting we will abolish 
jobs. If we abolish crime, we will put all the police 
out of work. Does anyone seriously suggest that 
we must preserve at all costs crime and ill health 
because they keep people in jobs?” 

ANNE WIDDECOMRE MP MAIDSTONE AND THE WEALD 

“When deer are farmed, they are subject to the same 
animal welfare legislation as other farmed species 
The farmer cannot take it into his head to chase his 
stock around the field before they are sent for 
slaughter. The domestic pet owner cannot torture his 
cat or dog for entertainment. The law already 
interferes with personal liberty to protect other 
sentient beings. Deer are as sentient as any farm 
animal or domestic pet and they need the House's 
protection from the barbaric sport of hunting.” 

JACKIE BALLARD MP TAUNTON 


THE MPs WHO VOTED FOR THE BAH 


LABOUR: D Abbott (Hackney N and Stoke Newington). 

I Adams (Paisley N). N Alnger (Carmarthen W and 
Pembrokeshire S), R Ainsworth (Coventry NE), 

D Alexander (Paisley S), G Allen (Nottingham N). 

D Anderson (Swansea E). J Anderson (Rossendale and 
Darwen), H Armstrong (Durham NW), J Ashton 
(Bassetlaw). C Atherton (Falmouth & Camborne). 

C Atkins (Staffordshire Moorlands). J Austtn-Waiker (Frith 
and Thamesmead), T Banks (West Ham), H Barnes 
(Derbyshire NE), K Barron (Rother Valley), J Battle (Leeds 
W), H Bayley (City of Ybrk), N Beard (Bexleyheath & 
Crayford), M Beckett (Derby S). A Begg (Aberdeen S), 

S Befl (Middlesbrough), T Berm (Chesterfield}. A Bennett 
(Denton and Reddish), J Benton (Bootle), G Bennlng hani 
(St Helens S). R Berry (Kingswood), H Best (Leeds NW), 

C Betts (Sheffield Attercfiffe), E Stockman (Erewash), 

H Blears (Salford). R BOzzatd (Waveney), P Boateng 
(Brent S), D Borrow (Rlbble S), K Bradley (Manchester 
WHhington), P Bradley (The Wrekin), B Bradshaw (Exeter), 
H Brbiton (Peterborough). N Brown (Newcastle upon Tyne 
E and Wall send), R Brown (Dumfries), D Browne 
(Kilmarnock and Loudoun). K Buck (Regent’s Park and 
Kensington N), R Burden (Birmingham Northfield), 

C Burgon (Elmet), C Butler (Castle Point), S Byers 
(Tyneside N). R Cabom (Sheffield Central). A Campbell 
(Tynemouth). A Campbell (Cambridge), R Campbell (Biyth 
Valley). D Campbell-Savoura (Workington). D Caravan 
(Falkirk W), i Cam (Ipswich), i CapBn (Hove), R Casale 
(Wimbledon), M Caton (Gower). I Carney (Brlgg and 
Gooie). B Chapman (Wirrai S), D Chaytor (Bury North). 

M Chisholm (Edinburgh N and Leith), i Church 
(Dagenham), M C la p ham (Barnsley W and Penistone), 

D Clark (South shields), L Clark (Edinburgh Pentlands). 

P Clark (Gillingham). C Clarke (Norwich SI. E Clarke 
(Midlothian), T Clarke (Northampton S). D Clelland (Tyne 
Bridge), A Ctwyd (Cynon VbUey). V Coaker (Gedllng), 

A Coffey (Stockport), I Coloman (Hammersmith and 
Fulham). A Coiman (Putney). M Cormarty (Falkirk E), 

F Cook (Stockton N), Y Cooper (Pontefract and 
Castleford), R Corbett (Birmingham Erdington), J Corbyn 
(Islington N), i Corston (Bristol E), J Cousins (Newcastle 
upon Tyne Central), T Cox (Tooting). R Cranston (Dudley 
N). D Cransby (Bolton NE). A Cryar (Keighley), J Ctryar 
(Hornchurch). L Cunflffe (Leigh), J Cunningham (Coventry 
South). C Curtfs-Thamas (Crosby), A Darling (Edinburgh 
Central). K Darvfll (Upmlnster), V Davey (Bristol West), 

I Davidson (Glasgow Poitok). D Davies (Uanetti), G Davies 
(Croydon Central). R Davies (Caerphilly). T Davis 
(Birmingham Hodge Hill). H Dawson (Lancaster and Wyre). 
1 Dean (Burton), J Denham (Southampton ttehen). 

A Dtsmore (Hendon). J Dobbin (Heywood and Middleton), 
B Donoltoe (Cunninghame S), J Dowd (Lewisham W). 


D Drew (Stroud), 1 Drown (Swindon S), A Eagle 
(Wallasey), M Eagle (Liverpool Garston), H Edwards 
(Monmouth). C Effort (Eltham), L ENman (Liverpool 
Riverside), J Bmte (Barnsley E and Mexborough), 

W Bherington (Sunderland N), D Fatchett (Leeds 
Central), M Fisher (Stok&on-Trent Central), J Fitz pa trick • 
(Poplar and Canning Town), L Fttzslmons (Rochdale), 

C Flint (Don Valley). P Flynn (Newport W), B Foltett 
(Stevenage), D Foster (Bishop Auckland). M Foster 
(Hastings and Rye), M Foster (Worcester), G Foulkes 
(Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley), M Pyfc (Glasgow 
Maryhill), G Galloway (Glasgow Kelvin), M Gapes (Ilford 
S), B Gardiner (Brent N). N Garrard (Walthamstow), 

I Gibson (Norwich N). L Gilroy (Plymouth Sutton) 

N Godman (Greenock and Inverclyde), R GodsffF 
(Blrmlrgham Sparkbrook and Small Heath). P Goggtns 
(Wythenshawe and Sale E), E Gordon (Romford), B Grant 
(Tottenham), J Griffiths (Reading E), W Griffiths 
(Bridgend). B Grocott (Telford), J Grogan (Selby), J GuoneB 
(Moriey and Rotftwell), P Main (Neath), M BaH (Weaver 
Vale), P Hall (Bedford), F HamRton (Leeds NE), D Hanson 
(Delyn), H Harnum (Camberwell and Peckham). S Heal • 
(Halesowen and Rowley Regis), J Healey (Wentworth). 

D Henderson (Newcastle upon Tyne N), I Henderson 
(Harwich). S Hepburn (Janow). 3 HeppeB (Nottingham E). 

S Hesf o rd (Wlrral W), P Hewttt (Leicester W), K Mil 
(Stneatham). D HtnehHffe (Wakefield), M Hodge (Barking). 

1 Home Robertson (East Lothian), i Hood (Clydesdale), 

G Boon (Ashfield), P Hope (Corby). K Hopkins (Luton N). 

A Howarth (Newport E), G Howarth (Knowsley N and 
Sefton E). K Howells (Pontypridd), L Hoyle (Choriey). 

B Hughes (Stretford and Urmston), K Hughes (Doncaster 
N), 1 Humble (Blackpool N and Fleetwood), A Hurst 
(Braintree), I Hutton (Barrow and Furness). B iddon 
(Bolton SE). E Ulsley (Barnsley Central). G Jackson 
(Hampstead and Hlghgate), H Jackson (Sheffield 
Hillsborough), D Jamieson (Plymouth Devon port), 

B Jenkins (Tamworth), A Johnson (Hull W & Hesste), 

M Johnson (Welwyn Hatfield), B Jones (Alyn and Deeslde). 
F Jones ( Newark). H Jones (Warrington N). J Jones 
(Wolverhampton SW). J Owen Jones (Cardiff Central), 

L Jones (Birmingham Selly Oak). M Jones (Cfwyd S). 

T lowed (Dulwich and West Norwood), G Kaufman 
(Manchester Gorton), S Keefate (Northampton N). A Keen 
(Brentford and Isleworth), R Kelly (Bolton W). F Kemp 
(Houghton and Washington E), J Kennedy (Liverpool 
Wavertree), P Khabro (Ealing Southall). D Kidney 
(Stafford), A King (Rugby and Kenilworth), 0 King (Bethnal 
Green and Bow), T Ktagham (Gloucester), A Kumar 
(Middlesbrough S and Cleveland E), S Ladynmn (Thanet 
S). J Lawrence (Presell Pembrokeshire), B Laxton (Derby 
N), D Lepper (Brighton Pavilion). C Leslie (Shipley), 


T Levttt (High Peak), I Lewis (Bury S), T Lewis (Worstey), 
M Linton (Battersea), K Uvtngstone (Brent E), D Lock 
(Wyre Forest), A Love'fEdmorrton), J McAlHon (Dundee E), 
T McAvoy (Glasgow Ruthergjeh), S McCabe (Birmingham 
Hall Green), C McCaffcfty (Calder Valley), I McCartney 
{Makerfteld), S McOooagh (Mitcham and Morden), 

C Macdonald (Western Isles), J McDonned (Hayes and 
Hariington), J McFbB (Dumbarton). A McGuire (Stirling}, 

S Mctsaac (Cleethorpes). A Maddiday (Thurrock), 

K McNamara (Hull N), T McNulty (Harrow E), 

D MacShane (Rotherham), F MacTaggart (Slough), . 

T McWalter (Kernel Hempstead), J McWffllam (Blaydon), 

A Mahon (Halifax), J Mattaber (Amber Valley), J Marek 
(Wrexham), G Marsdcn (Blackpool S), P Marsden 
(Shrewsbury and Atcham), J Marshall (Leicester S), 

R Marsha&Andrews (Medway), E Martlew (Carlisle), 

J Maxton (Glasgow Cathcart), M Meacheir (Oldham W and 
Royton), A Meate (Mansfield), G Merron (Lincoln), 

A Michael (Cardiff S and Penarth), B Mtchle (Sheffield 
Heeley], A MBbcim (Darfington), L Moffett (Crawley), 

L Morale (Kirkcaldy}, M Moran (Luton S), J Morgan 
(Cardiff N), R Morgan (Cardiff W). E Moriey (Scunthorpe), 

E Morris (Birmingham Yardley), M Mowlam (Redcar), 

Q Muds (Leeds E), C Muffin (Sunderland S), D Murphy 
(Wansbeck), J Murphy (Eastwood), P Murphy (Torfaen), 

D Naysmftti (Bristol NW), D Norris (Wansdyke), M O'Brien 
(Warwickshire N), W O'Brien (Normaftton), E O'Hara 
(Knowsley S). B Otner (Nuneaton), M O'Neill (Ochfi), 

D Organ (Forest of Deal), S Osborne (Ayr), N Palmar 
(Braxtowe), 1 Pearson (Dudley S), T Peodry (Stalybrfdge 
and Hyde), L Perttam (Ilford N), C Pickthtfr (Lancashire 
W), P Pike (Bumley). J Pfasfdtt (Wbrwfck.and 
Leamington). K PoBard (St Albans), C Pond (Gravesham), 

G Pope (Hyndbum), S Pound (Ealing N).Sh R Powell 
(Ogmore), B Prentice (Lewisham E), G P ren tice (Pendle), 

D Primarofa) (Bristol S), 8 Prosser (Dover). J Quin ■ 
(Gateshead E and Washington IV], L Quinn (Scarborough 
and Whitby), G Radk» (Durham N), B Rammell (Harlow). 

S Rapson (Portsmouth N), N Raynsfort (Greenwich and 
Woolwich), A Reed (Loughborough). G Robertson 
(Hamilton S). G RoMnson (Coventry NW), B Roche 
(Hornsey and Wood Green), A Rogers (Rhondda). J Hooker 
(Birmingham Perry Barr), T Rooney (Bradford N), E Ross 
(Dundee W). T Row la nd s (Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney). * 

F Roy (Motherwell and Wish aw), C Roane (Vale of Clwyd}, 

J Ruddock (Lewisham Deptford), C Russell (City of . . 

Chester). J Ryan (Enfield N), M Salter (Reading W), 

M Sarwar (Glasgow Govan), M Savfdge (Aberdeen N). 

P Sawfort (Kettering), B Sedgeroore (Hackney S and 
Shoreditch). J Shaw (Chatham and Aytesford), 

B Sh oeiman (Hudde rs fi eld ), R Sheldon (Ashton-under' 
Lyne), D SMptey (Stourbridge). A Simpson (Nottingham S), 


M Stngi (Bradford W), D Skinner (Bolsover). A Smith 
(Basildon), C Smith (Islington S and Finsbury), G Smith 
(Morecambe and Lunesdafe). J Smith (Reddftch), J Smith 
(Vale of Glamorgan), L Smith (Blaenau Gwent), C Soley 
(Ealing Acton and Shepherds Bush). H Southworth 
(Warrington S), J SpeBar (Wariey), R Squire (Dunfermline 
W), P Starkey (Milton Keynes SW), G Steinberg (City of - 
Durham), G Stevenson (StokeorvTrent S), D Stewart •. . 
(Inverness East, Naim and Lochaber), I Stewart (Ecdes), 

P SMnc h oortbe (Wellingborough). H Stoato (Dartford), 

R Stott (Wigan). 8 Strang (Edinburgh E and MussdtWrghk 
6 Stringer (Manchester Blackley). G Stuart (Birmn#iam : 
Edgwston), G SutcBfte (Bradford S), Ar Taylor (Dewsbury), 
D Taylor (Stockton S), D Taylor (Leicestershire NW), 

G Thomas (Harrow W), G Thomas (Clwyd W), S Tbnms 
(East Ham), P Tipping (Sherwood), M Todd (Derbyshire S), 
D TouNg (Istwyn), J Trickett (Hemsworth). P Tmswefl. 
(Pudsey), D Turner (Brighton Kemptown), D Turner 
(Wolverhampton NE), G Turner (Norfolk NW), D Twigg 
(Hatton), s Twfgg (Enfield Southgate), K Vaz (Leicester E). 

R Vis (Finchley and Gotders Green), J Waley (Stoke-on- 
Trent N), C Ward (Watford), R Warning (Liverpool West 
Derby), D watts (St Helens N). B White (Milton Keynes 
NE). A Whitehead (Southampton Test). M Wicks (Croydon ; 
N), A WBOams (Swansea W). A WfStams (Carmarthen E 
and Dtnefwr). B WBBams (Conwy), m WDfa (Swindon N), 

D Wfnnlck (Walsall N), A Wise (Preston), M Wood 
(Batley and Spen), P Woofea (Oldham East and 
Saddleworth). J Wray (Glasgow Baillteston), T Wright 
(Cannock Chase). T Wr&it (Great Yarmouth). D Wyatt 
(Sltfl ngbo ume and Sheppey). 

CONSERVATIVE: D Amass (Southend W), D Atkinson 
(Bournemouth E), S Day (Cheadle). R Gale (Thanet N). 

J Randal! (Usbrtdge), Sir T Taylor (Rochford and Southend E), 

A Wkfdecorabe (Maidstone and The Weald), J Taylor (SoflhtdJ). 
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT: R Man (Sheffield Haflam), N Baker 
(Lewes), J BaBart (Taunton), T Brake (Carshalton and 
Waiffngton), P Buratow (Sutton and Cheam), V Cable 
(Twickenham), D CMdgey (Eastleigh). B Cotter (Weston- 
super-Mare), E Davey (Kingston and Surbiton). R Foam 
(Southport), D Foster (Bath). A George (St Ives), D Gorrte 
(Edinburg) W). M Hancock (Portsmouth S). E Harris (Oxford W 
and Abingdon). S Hughes (Southwark N and Bermondsey), 

N Jones (Cheltenham), C Kennedy (Ross. Skye and - 
Inverness W), R Madeonan (Caithness. Sutherland and 
Easter Ross), DRemM (Newbury), b Ruseefl (Colchester), 
A Sanders (Torbay). A Standi (Hazel Grove), M Taylor 
(Truro and St Austell), J Tonga (Richmond Park), S Webb 
(Northavon), P WHHs (Harrogate and Knaresborough). 
MINOR PARTIES: A Morgra (SNP Galloway and Upper 
Nlthsdate), A Satmond (SNP Banff and Buchan), 

J Swhmey (SfiP Tayskte N). A Webb (SfiP Angus). 


Last Friday, Parliament acted to end over 200 years of cruelty by voting in favour of Michael Foster’s Private Member’s 
if Bill to ban bunting with dogs. We thank die 411 MPs above for listening to the 73% of the population in favour of a ban 

i| (MORI). The people have spoken. Parliament has spoken. Now let’s complete the democratic process and make it law. 

. . ~ *: 
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a University 
Challenge team 
who mana ged 
to amass the 
least points ever 

Cambridge university ac¬ 
quired an unwanted addition 
to its list of academic distino- 
nons last n ight when a team 
of undergraduates from New 
Hail retarded the lowest score 
on University Challenge. 

The all-woman foursome 
Mswered only nine questions 
correctly in half an hour, and 
at o ne stage registered a 
record-breaking low of minus 
15 points after being penalised 
for ill-judged interruptions. 
Their final score of 35 points 
was five fewer than Birkbedc 
College. London, managed m 
the last series. 

Jeremy Paxman. the ques¬ 
tion master, introduced the 
two teams with the promise: 
“More reassurance that the 
taxpayers* money isn't'being 
wasted on higher education — 
we hope." New Hall hit trou¬ 
ble from the outset as their 
opponents from Nottingham 
University answered every 
question to amass a 75-point 
lead. 

When the Cambridge team 
finally buzzed on the question, 
“Whose autobiography is enti¬ 
tled Goodness had nothing to 
with itr they forgot it was 
Mae West and slipped to 
minus five. Although they 
notched up minus ten shortly 
afterwards. Mr Paxman reas¬ 
sured them: “There's still time. 
New Hall." 

Worse was to follow, how¬ 
ever, before New Hall got off 
the mark to a loud cheer. 
Asked which politician en¬ 
tered Parliament as a Tory 
before being returned as a 
Labour MP in 1926. and then 
joined the British Uraan of 
Fascists. New Hall replied: 
“Winston Churchill" instead 
of Sir Oswald Mosley. 

Relief came with the right 
answer to the question: 
“Which former ice tfemcer 
choreographed Enco u nters, 
which is based cm sbc 4*anl 
Simon songs?" It was Christo¬ 
pher Dean. 

Al the halfway poop. New. 


SHAW 


NEW HALL - CAMBRIDGE 


Jeremy Paxman with the team whose “terrible score"; he said kindly, might have been down to bad hick: Rachel Coleman, Abigail Bradley. Sarah Davies and Rosie Shaw 


Hail had staged a recovery of 
sorts with, a score of zero, 
while ' Nottingham were 
nearing 200 points; With the 
end of their ordeal in sight^Mr. 
Paxman pleaded: "Two min-' 
utes to go to .salvage some 
honour." • • 

The Cambridge team 
buzzed an the question: Which- 
house was purchased as a 21st 
birthday present for the future 
Edward VII in 1861? To loud 
cheers they correctly an¬ 
swered: “Sandringham". . * 

The contest ended 335 points 
to 35. the lowest.in the pro¬ 
gramme’s 27-year history, al¬ 
though they avoided. 4he 
biggest defeat That ranams. 
the 415 to 65 drubbing of 
London's Charing Doss and 
Westminster Medical School 
by the Open University earlier 
this year. 

As the show finished. Mr 



Davies: “perhaps fhe 
pr ess ur e got to ns". 


A NAJVE Oxford undergrad¬ 
uate earned a doable first' 
i from the University of Life 
| when he was fleeced by law 
women in Soha 
Peter Grieves-Sntith. for the 
prosecution, told S outh w ark 
Crown Court tint thestudent, 
who the judge ordered could 
not be named to spare him 
further embarrassment was 
approached by a woman in 
Much wad "told €20 was 
required far sex and £180 as a 


Alter iraiismg be had been 
sfong, 4 be- Iett and met Jo 
Clarke, 2& and explained Ins 


'She offered to lake him to 
affnes wAcre Ik could look at 
(he books and point out the 
woman — tf he paid £180 and 
waited in the same pub- 
C^rke, who admitted ob¬ 
taining Q80 by deception. 
Was contfifionally discharged 
. iamdoidered to repay file Q80. 




usd above to tot GSM RECOVERY Now read on_. 
gem becovekv Is the most ; . . enwjpocyhotd accommodation 
comprehensive, flexible and overnight for you and all your 

economical breakdown scheme paaengers. Beat that! 
available today Dcytm yw*#?* ’ WhHtitcomtB 

Whatitdoes Aip«aalincroductoiy ofer for 

Everything you need - fiuxl the *R-fodusive price of j£3$-5® 

A call to our freephone 24 (nonnaIfy£41.50)gh«youM 

hour Hdpli»c-and weH getan membership of this superb - 

authorised garage (usually Recovery Scheme. 

within 35mmute^tofixycro 

car and well refund the labour Find out more 

cosl Or, if necessary well Crib Ofifi W55B5 (local rate) 

cover the total cost ^recovery nowc Yon will discover thal our 
to am* address in the ut members don’t have to rely on 

Atonam-elxwetr pay for road hick They hare the wisdom 
or rail travel (return), and era fiat OTmes with expencncc. 


What it costs 

A special introductory offer for 
the afrioduave price of £ 36 - 5 ® 
foonnalfy ^41 JO) gives you M 
membership of this superb • 

Recovery Scheme. 


***** 


AJSOpuMst 




♦ A****- 

X 

i 





Paxman told the New Hall 
team: “I want to be kind to you 
but it really was a terrible 
score. I think it's the worst 
score since University Chall¬ 
enge began — in fact I’m sure 
it is. You were maybe 
unlucky." • - • 

Sarah Davies, the 21-year- 


old experimental psychology 
student who captained New 
Hall, said later. “We were 
obviously very disappointed at 
the result and afterwards in 
true student fashion we got 
well and truly drunk- We 
could only put our perfor¬ 
mance on the show down to a 


case of stage fright. Perhaps 
the pressure just got to us." . 

The rest of the team com¬ 
prised Rachel Coleman, a 
natural sciences undergradu¬ 
ate, Abigail Bradley, who is 
reading chemical engineering, 
and Rosie Shaw, a philosophy 
student. New Hall, which has 


350 students, is one of two 
women-only colleges in Cam¬ 
bridge. Anne Lonsdale. New 
Hall president, said: “Losing 
on University Challenge is no 
reflection of the academic abil¬ 
ities of these students. The fact 
is they have gone on the show 
and good for them. She added: 


“They must have had a run of 
bad luck." 

□ Cambridge is preparing to 
mark a breakthrough for 
women in higher education. 
Fifty years ago this week the 
university ordinances were 
changed to allow women to 
receive foil BA degrees. 


1 Which two Initials en¬ 
compass the use of non- 
cflscrimlnatory expression, 
an adviser to the monarch, an 
electronic device for storing 
data and a law enforcement 
officer? 

New Hall: OT (correct answer 
PC) 

2 Anything for a Quiet Ufe 
was the title of a play by 
which English dramatist, 
written around 1620 and 
thought by some to be a 
collaboration with John 
Webstar? 

New Hall: Sen Jonson (Thomas 
Middleton) 

3 Which politician entered 
Parliament as a Tory before 
being returned as a Labour 
UP In 1926 and then tabling 
the British Union of 
Fascists? 

New HaB: Winston Churchill (Sir 
Oswald Mosley) 

4 Which two-word popular 
name is affectionately app¬ 
lied to the flag of the USA? 

New Hail: Uncle Sam (Oki 
Glory) 

5 Which gemstones are 
found In deposits described 
as alluvial gravels, glacial 
tills and kimberlite pipes, but 
only In tile latter, such as 
those new Kimberley In 
South Africa, are they found 
In the rock matrix In which 
they were formed? 

New Nail: quartz (diamonds) 
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ALFA 156. 

VOTED CAR OF THE YEAR 1998 
BEFORE IT'S EVEN GOT HERE. 


The International Car of 
the Year jury, made up 
of 56 journalists from 21 
European countries has 
awarded its 1998 title to 


the Alfa 156, It is 
confirmation that this 
car is as breathtaking 
*0 drive as it looks. 




on sale here early place an order now at 
next year. If you your nearest dealership, 
would like the Car of To find out where it 

the Year to be your new is, simply phone 0800 


The A*fc 156 will go car next year, you can 718 000. 


Q «lG OMMIHAC 
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Swiss deny owing billions in Nazi gold_ g5S* 4 


London conference sees a clash 


with World Jewish Congress, write 


Michael Binyon and Adrian Lee 


SWITZERLAND clashed with 
Jewish leaders yesterday over 
claims that it srill owes billions 
of dollars in gold stolen by- 
Nazi Germany. 

On the opening day of the 
three-day conference on Nazi 
gold, wriieh has brought dele¬ 
gations from more than -10 
countries to London, Thomas 
Borer, the chief Swiss dele¬ 
gate, said that such demands 
would jeopardise Switzer¬ 
land's attempt to compensate 
Nazi Wed ms and wreck at¬ 
tempts ra work out a fair solu¬ 
tion to the gold question. The 
conference is investigating 
what happened to an estima¬ 
ted $650 million of gold looted 
by the Nazis which was han¬ 
dled by Swiss banks. It is 
trying to establish how to 
compensate survivors of the 
Holocaust and descendants of 
the victims. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, proposed at the 
opening of the conference that 
the 15 claimant countries 
should donate the money they 
will receive from the Tripartite 
Gold Commission to an ac¬ 
count Britain has opened at 
the Federal Reserve Bank in 
New York for victims of the 
Holocaust. He said Britain, as 
a gesture of goodwill, was 
giving El million. Stuart 
Eizeristat. the American 
Under-Secretary heading the 
US delegation, announced a 
$4 million contribution 
E2.4 million) and a further 
2S million over three years. 

Mr Borer said he could not 


understand a claim yesterday 
by Edgar Bronfman, presi¬ 
dent of the World Jewish 
Congress, that Switzerland 
still owed up to $3 bfllion. He 
remarked tartly that Mr 
Bronfman had said that the 
conference “is not about 
money but justice". 

Mr Borer said: “We have 
taken actions that no other 
country has taken. The media 
can see which country is 
dragging its feet and which is 
taking die lead. We are not 
afraid of the truth, not afraid 
of our history. We have al¬ 
ready ser up a fund." 

Mr Borer also flatly rejected 
any proposal to reopen the 
1946 Washington agreement 
which settled Allied claims 
against Switzerland over its 
wartime gold trade. He derid¬ 
ed calls by Senator Aifonse 
D'Am a to, the New York sena¬ 
tor, for greater Swiss pay¬ 
ments. asking what would 
happen if every agreement 
going back to the Napoleonic 
Wars were to be renegotiated. 

The confrontation was the 
first in a day of historical 
recollection and attempts to 
clarify the fate of looted gold. 
Mr Cook said the delegates 
"are here to look for compen¬ 
sation for a suffering that can 
never be expiated". The aim 
was to get at the truth and set 
the record straight. “We owe a 
duty to the living who sur¬ 
vived the Holocaust and the 
Nazi persecution," Mr Cook 

said in a radio interview. 

British officials said thar 
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of £8Qra 
by Nazis 


B\TADRIAN LSL~ 


Edgar Bronfman, president of the World Jewish Congress, and other delegates at the London conference on the fete of gold looted by the Nazis 


several of the claimant coun¬ 
tries had already promised to 
turn over some of their gold to 
the proposed fund. Yesterday 
Argentina and Luxembourg 
announced that they would 
contribute to the fund. 

France insisted that it would 
make its own recompense to 
Holocaust victims. When it 
receives from Belgium and 


Luxembourg some 12 tonnes 
of gold that France handed 
over after the war, the French 
Government will use the 
money for its own aid fond. 
France said this was fully in 
keeping with the Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican proposal but a final 
decision would wait until the 
Matteoli report, currently 
looking at all looted assets. 


finishes its work in the next 
few months. 

The three-day conference, 
the brainchild of Lord Janner 
of Braunstone. chairman of 
the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, will examine the histori- - 
cal data and archives on the 
gold transactions. The entire . 
record will be published with¬ 
in three months. The 240 ' 


delegates and observers are 
paying their awn expenses 
and the conference in Lancas¬ 
ter House will cost littie'to the 
British taxpayer. 

Under the chairmanship of 
Lord Mackay of Gashfem, the 
delegates, inducting represen¬ 
tatives of five Jewish and one 
Romani groups spent the 
morning looking at where the 


footed gold came from and 
what happened to iL 

Several neutral countries 
that also . traded with 
Germany, including Spain 
and-Sweden; said they were 
doing everything to unearth 
. their war time records. 

Germany said it would 
spare no effort to find any 
missing archives. 





'kept stolen ingots’ 


From Roger boyes in bonn 


TWO of Germany's leading 
banks kept almost a tonne of 
gold stolen by the Nazis, 
according to a Holocaust re¬ 
searcher who has been trawl¬ 
ing through recently un¬ 
earthed records of the wartime 
Rdchsbank- 

Both Deutsche and 
Dresdner banks said yester¬ 
day they were surprised by the 
discovery and promised to 
follow up the leads contained 
in the microfilmed documents 
unearthed in. Vienna by 
Hersch Flschfer. Both banks 
deny that they have anything 
in common wfth their wartime 
counterparts. Dresdner Bank 
—once known as the SS Bank 
because of its dose links with 
the Nazis — is said to have 
obtained 313 kilos of gold. A 
bank spokesman said the in¬ 
formation would be-passed on 


lohistorians from the Hannah 
Arendt Instititute in Dresden 
who. were compiling a com¬ 
pany history. “We have asked 
our historians to carry out the' 
appropriate research. We 
have no interest in hushing 
anything up." Deutsche Bank 
allegedly received 650 kilos of 
tainted gold bars from the 
Reichsbank. The bank said: 
“Well make every effort to 
dear this up." 

' German. banks, together 
with heavy- industry, .ipontrib- 
uted a great deal to Hitler* : 
war effort Most also profited, 
buying, for example, confiscat¬ 
ed Jewish property at dis¬ 
counted prices. After the war 
the boards of the banks were 
denazified and the system was 
overhauled. The wartime hist¬ 
ory of the banks, however, 
remains very sensitive. 


THE Nazis tootecLmSSona 
pounds, in gold from Gyp^ev 
but tbey became the 
victims of the Holocaust s 
Romany ddegatiosf is to 
the conference today.. . *■ 

Up to 500.000Gypsies wot 
killed by the . Germans -and 
their supporters -during - ifft- 
war and robbed of thar gokl 
which at today's prices swu&L 
be worth £80 

The two-man delegation fad 
by an aesadesns^wbo acted a$ 
a secret fotermoSaiy.between 
eastern- and western Romany 
groups during ibe-Cold Wan 
willalso pamttirefhjgetat the 
Vatican. •:• :.i 

Donald Karri^a-LOndn^. 
er and the son of a Polish 
will reveal niew 
about the gold of 
Gypsies who werelaBedat*, 
concentration camp ii£ 
Jasenovic. now Croatia. Tbej$ 
gold, .which would-be worifc; 
moire than £1 mflfio n 
was sent to the Vatican by 
Ustashi. the Fascist party t] 
running the country, it will 
alleged. Catholic priests ; 
in charge of the camp 
Kenrick claimed. 

Another 20,000 Gypsief 
died at Auschwitz,. he said? 
and their gold ended np 
Swiss banks after befog 
ed by the Nazis. Mr 
said the Swiss had a 
duty to pay compensation? - 
There was evidence that they 
refused refuge to scores of 
Gypsies' who ended up nr 
c onc entration camps. : < 

Mr Kenrick sakt “I am 
here to make sure the Gypsas ■ 
are not forgotten/Many were 
robbed of their possessions •< 
and shot on the spot on arrival * 
at concentration cam ps. We 
would like drat money back," 

Gypsies, mistrustful of 
banks and con&antfy on die 
move, across, borders, sank 
their wealth into gold. The 
Romanies had theif own 
word fin- the Holocaust *- 
Porrajmos — and survivors 
had never been compensated. 
After the war thQr went por¬ 
trayed as thieves and misfits. 
-Many were living thar 
final years fix poverty, he said. 
About 20 Gypsy survivors of 
the Holocaust and their fam¬ 
ilies lived in Britain. 

Throughout Europe there 
were up to lOftOOO eldcriy 
survivors. 

Mr Kenrick, who holds a 
doctorate in the Romani lan¬ 
guage from London Univer¬ 
sity, will address the i 

conference on behalf .of the :m 
International Romani Union, ■ 
along with Lais Demetre._a 
Gypsy from Poland who now" 
lives in Sweden. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Father who 
shot sons 
gets 5 years 


A former high-ranking officer 
in the Pakistani Army, who 
shot his adult sons at dose 
range while in a deranged 
state. ktOing one and injuring 
(he other, was jailed for five 
years at the Old Bailey. - 
Mushtaq Khan, 60, of 
Brighton, snapped and op¬ 
ened fire with his revolver be¬ 
cause his sons, SujadandZSa, 
ignored him as they watched 
television-in June 1995. Sujad 
died but Zia Survived. Khan's 
ptea of manslaughter on the 
grounds - of diminished re¬ 
sponsibility was accepted 
after the jury failed to reach a 
verdict on a murder charge. 


Police reprimand 


Four West-Midlands police 
officers are to be. disciplined 
after they puta man with a 
fractured skull hi a cell over; 
night assuming ' he was 
dntnk. John O’Reilly, 63, later 
died in hospital in Coventry. 
The Police Complaints Au¬ 
thority said the officers failed 
to follow guidelines. 


Rescued by fax 


A woman .working in a .pizza 
parlour in. York, who was 
locked in. alone after a raid by 
armed robbers who ripped 
out the telephoned escaped by 
faxing colleagues in another, 
branch with the message 
"Help. I’ve been robbed. Pm 
m the office. Please caffthe 
police and fax me back." 


Double trouble 


FHS OPTION 
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WwuiMtf5w»iei»i]aiadiaapa-fcca*ifii^ialin»imwK>^iw<*b«pl»^tti^ 


A West Yorkshire couple both 
received tickets for speeding- 
—on the samestretch of road, 
in the. same car and fronrthe 
same policeman. The man 
told the officer he was rushing 
home because his wife needed 
tiie car for work. Five minutes 
later his wife was stoppe d^ she 
said she was late. 7 . :7‘- 


Drivers warned 
to turn down all 

. • \..F 

Christmas spirit 
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By Arthur Leathley, transport correspondent 


THE Government prepared 
the way for tougher-drink- 
drive laws yesterday when it 
launched a £2 million Christ- 1 - 
mas campaign that. urges 
motorists to have no alcohol at 
all before driving. 

The three-week advertising 
blitz to warn drivers that any 
drinking is irresponsible 
comes as ministers consider 
reducing the legal limit- 

The slogan "Have, none for 
the road" goes further thari 
previous pre-Christmas cam¬ 
paigns, which have concen¬ 
trated on the tragedies caused 
by drunk drivers. The new 
message is that any drinking - 
increases the risk of having an 
accident that can cause death 
or serious injury. 

Baroness Hayman, the 
Roads Minister, made dear 
the Gove rnmen t's hardening 
attitude to motorists taking to 
the road after drinking small 
amounts of alcohol. “They 
may think that they are not at 
risk but if they took one of our 
tests they would be shocked to 
find that their, skills are im- - 
paired even after a small 
amount of alcohol." 

The latest advertisement 
will show.four drivers pro¬ 
claiming that they are respon-" 
sible by having only a small 
amount to drink before driv¬ 
ing, A captibn says, however,* 
that the drivers are “responsi¬ 
ble far killing, crippling, and 
maiming thousands in drink- 
drive accidents".' 

Police say that even after 
two units of alcohol such as a 
pint of beer or two glasses of 
wane drivers are less able to 
judge speed and distance and 
reaction is impaired. Young 
and middle-aged men are tire 
worst offenders. 

Ministers have already an¬ 
nounced plans to consult on 
proposals to reduce the drink- 


drive limftfrom 80 milligrams 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres , of 
blood to 50 milligrams. Apoir 
- and a half of bitter or three 
small glasses of wine is' com¬ 
monly believed to be tfaetimff 
at present — 50 mfitigrams 
would equal about a pinr& 
bitter. ... ; - 

They are. under pressure 
from Neil Kirmodc. the Euro¬ 
pean Union Transport Com¬ 
missioner, to foil into line with 
countries such as Ftariottiw 
Netherlands, Belgnrin,Greece 
and Finland- Portugal 
limit of 40 mOligr^t^^ted 
Sweden 20 milligrams. 

Ministers insisted: 
that the drink-drivei 
did riot mean they had a 
made up their rauidstorefore 
the limit but they adnift irhs- 
tration that the . oisnB& ^ 
•deaths in alcohoJ-refe^ftSai" 
dents has riot fallen ift redatt 
years. ' : . 

After a huge -reduction 
following the m tro d ne nftrt of 
drink-drive cam paig r q ^.-tfae 
number of deaths has steadied 
at about 540 a year compared 
with a 1979 death foriTtifL&G. 
Initial research sugges$s^lh&t. 
Up to 80 lives a year couStbe 
saved by reducing ttelii&L: 
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There’s good news if you're a member of both El’s Friends & Family and PremierLine schemes. You could save as much as 50% on your calls. There's the 25% credit 
you can get with BTs Extra Calls Sale, plus the 25% discount you receive on your calls to your nominated numbers/ The Extra Calls Sale starts from the first bill 
you receive after 1st October and means you wifi get 25% back on any calls made over the following three months, in excess np 

pf your average call bill. So over this period you could get as much as 50% off. For details call 24hr Freefone 0800 ^ 444. KS ti It’s good to talk 


rED NUMBERS. ONE OF WHICH CAN 
FOR CUSTOMERS WITH CALI. BILLS 



































































































Spencers play 
out final act 

after £2 m deal 

Earl faces questions from judge in Cape Town before 
divorce decree, Joanna Bale and Frances Gibb report 


EARL SPENCER is almost 
certain to be forced to give 
evidence today to finalise the 
acrimonious divorce from his 
wife after he agreed a settle¬ 
ment estimated at £2 million. 

The couple had hoped to 
keep today's final act of their 
eight-year’ marriage private, 
but the earl will be required to 
persuade a judge in the Cape 
Town High Court that the 
marriage is over. His lawyers 
are hopeful that there will be 
no attempt to question him 
about his marital infidelities, 
and that the bitter enmity of 
the past week can be forgotten. 

It is believed that the couple 
reached a settlement partly 
because neither relished the 


prospect of taking the witness 
stand during the tearing to 
determine whether their di¬ 
vorce should be heard in 
South Africa or England. The 
earl's lawyer, Leslie 
Weinkove. said: “The earl win 
testify in open court and the 
divorce documents will be¬ 
come public. There are no 
moves by us to keep it a secret, 
although the parties do not 
want to comment on the 
settlement.” 

As the rival teams of law¬ 
yers spent yesterday finalising 
the terms of the secret divorce 
deal, an estimated £2 million 
of the earl's money was trans¬ 
ferred to Countess Spencer’s 
bank account in London in 


THE SPENCER FORTUNE 


Financial experts believe Lord Spencer can easily raise 
£2 million. He has a £100 million family estate, a Efi million 
personal fortune and £1 million a year income. Although 
he claimed in court that his money is tied up in trusts and 
offshore accounts, one source said: “You can always loosen 
the strings. He can easily borrow £2 million on his various 
assets and easily afford the interest payments.” Documents 
presented in court show he has liquid assets of almost 
£2 million, including £420.000 in bank accounts and 
£1.141.000 in stocks and shares. Solid assets, including Althorp 
Park and a box at the Albert Hall worth £275.000, add op to 
£4-406 million. The total Spencer family fortune is put at 
L9S million, including Spencer House in Central London, 
thousands of acres offarmland. paintings and antiques. Plans 
for increasing visitors to Althorp will boost his income. 


preparation for the formal 
confirmation of die divorce. 

Lawyers for the countess 
said they believed they had 
emerged the victors, although 
they agreed that she was 
relieved she would not have to 
face the ordeal of giving 
evidence about her alcohol¬ 
ism. eating disorders and 
marital difficulties. 

Maryty La Follette. the sol¬ 
icitor from die London law 
firm Charles Russell, who led 
die seven-strong legal team for 
Countess Spencer — four Brit¬ 
ish lawyers, three South Afri¬ 
can — said her client had 
achieved “the biggest settle¬ 
ment ever** in South Africa for 
a divorcing wife. 

She conceded that the settle¬ 
ment package is well below 
what might have beat 
achieved in the English courts, 
where the countess could have 
won up to £3.7 million. A 
derisive factor was the mas¬ 
sive publicity surrounding the 
case. “The whole thing has got 
to have been a nightmare for 
each of them. Both were also 
concerned about the children.” 

Today will not be the end of 
the legal wrangles for die earl. 
He faces a court claim in the 
new year from the husband of 
his former mistress. Chantal 
Collopy. Don ColJopy, a 
wealthy South African busi- 
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nessman, is suing him for 
£22.000 damages for the 
“alienation of the affection” of 
his wife. He claims he and his 
wife divorced because of her 
affair with the earl Mr 
Collopy*s solicitor. Andrew 
McPherson, said: “This action 
is still pending." 

One of the countess’s priori¬ 
ties will be to buy a house in 
London as a base for herself in 
Britain, although she and her 
husband are not expected to 


leave their respective homes in 
Cape Town permanently until 
their children are older. 

The oouple agreed the di¬ 
vorce settlement after 11 hours 
of secret negotiations that 
finished at midnight on Mon¬ 
day. It is thought that the 
prospect of having to de¬ 
nounce each other publicly 
and then be cross-examined 
persuaded them to hammer 
out the deal Shelley Anne 
Claircourt the earl’s spokes¬ 


woman, said he ted called a 
halt to the proceedings for the 
sake of his wife and children, 
despite his keenness to dear 
his name in the witness box. 
She said: “He did not want to' 
see Victoria humiliated in 
court." 

As part of the agreement, 
both sides have withdrawn 
damaging allegations made 
against cadi, other in witness 
statements. They have also 
agreed to. continue. to share 


Kps« 


custody of the children. Lady 
Kitty, six. twins Lady Eliza 
and Lady Katya, five, and 
three-year-old Louis, Viscount 
Althorp. They live with their 
mother during the week and 
wifo their father ar weekends. 
. The earl will continue pay¬ 
ing their expenses, including 
food, clothing, nanny and 
school fees. Also included in 
the countess’s settlement is her 
five-bed roomed bungalow 
with swimming pool in the 


Ccmstantia suburb of Cape 
Town, her four-wheel drive 
car and private medical 
insurance. 

She is expected to spend up 
to £1 million on a house in 
London and invest the rest of 
her settlement to provide an 
income for life. Despite the 
bitterness of last week, the 
couple now say they want to 
“rebuild a civilised and friend¬ 
ly arrangement" for the sake 
of their children. 


Mandelson casts himself as saviour of Millennium dome 



Mandelson: “happier" 


By Nicholas Watt 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

PETER MANDELSON cast him¬ 
self as the saviour of the Millenni¬ 
um dome yesterday when he 
admitted that ministers almost 
scrapped the scheme after inherit¬ 
ing ill-thought-out ideas from the 
Conservatives. 

In his first appearance before a 
Commons committee. Mr Mandel¬ 
son said he was horrified when he 
discovered after the election that the 
organisers of the dome had a “blank 
sheet" of ideas to celebrate the 


millennium- Asked by one MP 
whether he nearly abandoned the 
dome altogether, the Minister with¬ 
out Portfolio said: “The consider¬ 
ation was very serious indeed. The 
reason was that, while we very 
firmly supported the concept, we 
were worried about the manage¬ 
ment of the company.” 

However. Mr Mandelson rode to 
the rescue of the dome over the 
summer, after a rigorous review by 
the Government, because he said 
that Britain would never be forgiven 
if it failed to mark die millennium at 
the meridian. He told the committee 


that he felt completely vindicated 
because the dome would be a 
“unique and inspiring opportunity" 
to educate and entertain 12 million 
visitors a year. 

He added: “lt*s not a tacky theme 
park nor a one-year white elephant 
It’s a chance for people to think 
about their society, and hopefully 
improve it” Mr Mandelson offered 
the committee a glimpse of the 
dome’s attractions. The most excit¬ 
ing entertainment would be an 
interactive computer game called 
"surfball” which he described as 
the sport pf the 21 st century, and a 


15-minute rollercoaster ride. Mr 
Mandelson said: “It is going to be 
absolutely dramatic, fantastic I am 
thrilled by the progress and that is 
why I am a happier Minister 
without a Portfolio than l was six 
months ago.” 

Mr Mandelson brushed aside a 
suggestion from Michael Fabricant, 
the Conservative MP for Lichfield, 
that Labour had opposed the dome 
in Opposition by quoting from a 
letter by Jack Cunningham that the 
party supported the project. 

The minister joked with Claire 
Ward, the Labour MP for Watford, 


when she asked him whether it 
would be like the Futuresoope 
exhibition in France, which he 
visited last week. Mr Mandelson 
said: “No. 1 am sorry I didn’t take 
you. Had l known I would, have 
taken you on the train to Poitiers.” 

Bob Marsh all-Andrews. the new 
MP for Medway who was named as 
the Member to Watch at last week’s 
Spectator Parliamentary awards 
for his relentless questioning of Mr 
Mandelson. said afterwards Mr 
Mandelson "5 refusal to publish 
interim accounts until next Septem¬ 
ber. could lead to a “disaster”. 


Mr Mandelson said he hoped the 
dome would last for at least as long 
as the Royal Festival HalL which is 
stiU standing 46 years after the 1951 
Festival of Britain, organised by his 
grandfather, Herbert Morrison. 
Mr Mandelsongave the impression 
his passion for the done is partly 
inspired by an injustice which his 
grandfather suffered. 

- He told the committee: ‘Herbert 
Morrison left office in October 1951. 
The first act of the succeeding 
administration was to tear down 
most of the vestiges of the exhibi¬ 
tion. That was a shame.” 
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Move into another dimension- 
create your own CDs. 


Lots of business tools will enhance your 
performance. The HP SureStore CD-Writer 
Plus doesn’t just do that - it lifts you into 
another dimension. 

Because now you can collect together 
the elements of multi-media Including sound, 
graphics, video and data, and create a 
vivid, sophisticated CD that win impress 
clients and colleagues alike. File transfer is 
simplicity itself, using drag and drop, whilst 
CDs are die ideal way to communicate 


with anyone who has a standard CD-ROM. 
The HP SureStore CD-Writer Phis is a new 
generation of re-writable drive. It means you 
can delete or replace files on CD just 
like a floppy - in fact it’s the equivalent of 
up to 450 floppies!* HP offers the complete 
solution with drive, software as well as a blank 
HP re-writable CD In the box. 

Go for HP SureStore CD-Writer Pins and 
take a leap ahead. Into another dimension. 
For your nearest stockist call 0990 474747. 
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Soldier 
crippled in 
fall seeks 
damages 

By Adam Fresco 


A FORMER paratrooper, who 
was left a paraplegic after 
falling from an assault course 
scramble nee. began a claim 
for compensation from the 
Ministry of Defence yester¬ 
day. 

Simon Barnes was 21 when 
he took two friends to look at 
the Parachute Regiment’s 
state-of-tbe-art “Trainezium" 
combat training apparatus at 
its Aldershot HQ on May 13, 
1984. the High Court heard. 

As he leapt on to a vertical 
scramble net which was not 
secured either at its sides or 
bottom, it “billowed like a 
curtain in the breeze". He lost 
his grip and fell \5ft to the 
ground, suffering spinal inju¬ 
ries which left him disabled. 

Mr Barnes, then a territori¬ 
al private in 10th Battalion, 
The Parachute Regiment, was 
off duty at the time. 

Jonathan Marks, QC, for 
Mr Barnes, 34. said that “the 
accident was caused by the 
Mod’s negligence in allowing 
the Trainezium to be kept 
unattended in a place to which 
the public had access in an 
unsafe condition". 

Mr Barnes, of north London j 
but originally from Malvern. 
Hereford ana Worcester, is 
claiming substantial dam¬ 
ages. The MoD denies 
Liabfiily. 

The tearing continues. 


’duple sue GP 
over failure 
of vasectomy 


By Richard Duce 


THE marriage of a father of 
three broke down after a 
failed vasectomy led to the 
birth of unwanted twins, the 
High Court was told yester¬ 
day. . 

The family lives of Andrew 
and Louise Fulleyiove were 
wrecked by the unexpected 
arrival of a new sot and 
daughter after the couple had 
decided not to have any more 
children. They are seeking 
d a mage s for the cost of bring- 

ing up the twins. . 

The couple had planned on 
buying a new home with Mrs 
Fulleyiove considering a re¬ 
turn to work. Bin die pres¬ 
sures of coping with five 
children caused the marriage 
to collapse and the couple now 
live apart the court was told. 

Mr and Mrs -Fulleyiove, of 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire, are 
suing Michael Duggan who 
carried out the £72 vasectomy. 
They darm he failed to warn 
them the operation could re¬ 
verse itself. Dr Duggan denies 
negligence. 

The court heard how Mr 
FuHeyicrve, 36, had a vasecto¬ 
my in 1991 but the couple’s sex 
life was ruined because his 
wife no .longer.-felt safe. The 
couple separated in 1994. 

They are string for the 
estimated £150.000 cost of 
bringing up die twins, Nathan 
and Jessica, now 5. until their 


maturity. Further damages 
are also being sought for die 
“anxiety and distress” caused 
to the couple: Mr Fulleyiove 
has given up work as a bakery 
hygiene inspector to look after 
the twins and other children 
aged 11 and eight. The eldest 
child, 16, lives wiih Mrs" 
Fulleyiove, 33. . : 

Mr Fulleyiove told the court 
he had the vasectomy after 
being referred to Dr Duggan, 
a local GP, by a family 
planning clinic. “He stressed 
to us that it was a non- 
reversible operation and we 
had to be sure that we didn’t 
want anymore children." 

Mr Fulleyiove said he was 
never shown explanatory dia¬ 
grams of how the operation 
would be performed. In Sep¬ 
tember that year Dr Duggan 
analysed a sperm sample and 
gave Mr Fulleyiove the “all- 
dear" but Mr Goddard said a 
second test should have been 
made in November which 
would have revealed his 1 
patient was fertile once more. 

Christopher Goddard, for ; 
die couple, said that the 
chances of a late reversal were 
one in 3.000 to 4,000. Had the 
couple been aware'of that risk 
they wouldhave taken further 
contraceptive measures until 
they were satisfied Mr 
Fulleyiove was sterile. 

The hearing continues. 


Historic 
lighthouse | 
to be saved 
from sea 

By Adam Fresco 

AN HISTORIC lighthouse is 
being lifted and pushed back 
50ft from a diff edge in a 
£200,000 plan to stop it falling 
into the sea. 

The 165-year-old Belle Tout, 
said to be' the reify occupied 
lighthouse in the country. ' 
stands an Beachy Head near 
Eastbourne and boasts fits ^ 
Channel views. - Architect 
plan to have the 45ft building 
| raised and then pushed away : 
from the danger of coastal 1 
erosion. When built It was j 
100ft from the edge. 

The floor will be dug up arid 
reinforced team* will replace j 
the foundations. : Hydraulic j 
jacks will then raise it 2ft and < 
keep 'the 600-tonne structure 
on an even keel once it has 
been pfaced on another set of 
beams called slide tracks. 

The operation will take 
about six days but Mark 
Roberts and his wife, Louise, 
who live in the lighthouse, 
have been told their posses¬ 
sions can stay inside. The 
couple hope a HeritageGrant 
will help to pay for the move, i 
BefleTout waslastusedasa j 

lighthouse nearly 100 .years * 
ago. It was bought in the 1920s J 
by the neurologist and author Jj ■ 
Sir James ■. Purves-Stewart, ", 
who entertained George V and 1, 
Queen Mary there. It is now ! 
owned by Eastbourne coandi, j 
which had it restored in 1955. 1 


Astronomers see black hole explode 
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A HUGE explosion from a black hole 
in our own galaxy has been captured by 
radio astronomers at Jodrefl Bank as it 
happened. The images show two 
streams of blobs of ultra-hot gas 
rocketing outwards from the Mack hole 
at velocities of more than 90 per cent of 
tiie speed of fight 

The Mack hole lies more than 40,000 
light years away on the other side of the 
Milky Way, in the constellation of 
Aquila the Eagle. Known only by its. 
catalogue name, G RSI915. the object 
was discovered by an X-ray telescope 
on a Russian satellite in 1992. Rob 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 

Fender, a British astronomer working 
at the University of Amsterdam, said: 
“GRS1915 .is befieved to consist of a 
black bole several times more massive 
than tiie Sun, in orbit with a nor mal 
star. Matter is heated to intense 
temperatures and radiates X-rays as it 
spirals in towards the black hole. 

“Most of it is sucked in and lost 
forever. The process is so violent that 
.unpredictable explosions occur, pro¬ 
ducing these spectacular jets." 

On October 29, astronomers were 
alerted fay the Ryle radio telescope at 
Cambridge that GRS1915 bad flared. 


The only way to see in detail was to use 
Merlin — the Multi-Element Rarfio 
Linked Interferometer Network — six 
radio telescopes across England con¬ 
nected to give the effect of a single dish 
135 miles iii diameter. 

“Since GRSI915 is so far away from 
us. we need an. instrument' with a 
resolution even better than the Hubble 
space telescope, but at radio 
wavelengths.” Ralph Spencer from 
Jodrefl Bank in Cheshire said The 
resufts will help researchers to under¬ 
stand what is happening In the most 
energetic objects in the galaxy ' 
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farmers to cool it 


by Michael Hornsby, Russell Jenkins and Audrey Magee 

“hotfwad^WekhSr^It jj ur standing in ers claimed cheap imports 

V ter day that any Eurc ^ je * e v «yhpe when were forcing them out of 

Drotestsmlr^h^T-^ * ^ trymg to build coali- business, 

ports would • 2?,2L? w * rt to get the beef Port authorities and police 


‘---* vjitap iriSI] nn- 

ports would delay the lifting of 

2 " ■ E K?E? n Union l»n on 
British beef. 

The Agriculture Ministers 
warning came as a call by an 

!_nsh lorry drivers' leader for a 
nf-for-tat boycott by Irish 
SnDppers of British farm pro¬ 
duce threatened to turn the 
dispute into a wider trade war. 

Jimmy Quinn, head of the 
Wsh Road Hauliers' Assod- 
aSon. said: This is a ddiber- 
anempt to sabotage our 
fl*®* export trade; which is of 
jwge importance to our mem- 
®rs. They should bring out 
tijfe troops if necessary. 

JjThat might sound .very 
radical but in this day and age 
it is not war with bombs and 
fillets, it is economic war. his 
&e survival of a major Irish 
industry." 

J Dr Cunningham said fur¬ 
ther violence would'-not be 
idlerated. “Farmers should 
not be misled by- a few 
hotheads into thinking this 
kind of conduct is going to 
help their case." he said in an 
interview with The Times. 
“Far from helping item, it jnst 


ban lifted. 

"Destroying other people’s 
produce # a sure way to lose 
friends and influence." - 

The protests spread early 
yesterday , to Ffchguaxd. in 
west Wales, where 500 form¬ 
ers blockaded the harbour, 
turning bade six refrigerated 
lorries carrying Irish beef and 
lamh worth’£500.000. 

Tommy Murphy, a-haulier 
from Carlow, who own s two of 
the six lorries, said he was 
angry that the police had 
failed to intervene to allow his 
drivers, to continue their Jour¬ 
neys. “You can be surethat if 
this was the port of Dover or 
the Channel Tunnel, there is 
no way that this protest would 
have lasted more than ten 
minutes," he said. “But 
because feVr English exports 
go through Fishguard nobody 
is particularly worried:- 

On Sunday night rioting 
farmers ambushed an Irish 
lorry at Holyhead port on 
Anglesey, North Wales, and 
threw tons of frozen beef-'-, 
burgers destined for Tesco 
stores into the sea. The form- 


Muslim school 
may sue Labour 

By John O'Leary, education editor . 


PARENTS at a Muslim school 
founded by Yusuf Islam, the 
former pop singer Cat Ste¬ 
vens, threatened in 'sue foe 
Government yesterday over a- 
year-long delay in their appli¬ 
cation to join the state educa¬ 
tion system. 

lslamia Primary School, In 
Brent, northwest London, is; 
facing serious funding diffi¬ 
culties and has been forced to 
increase its fees. The 1 school is 
one of a dozen waiting to hear 
if they can become gnrnt- 



Yusuf Islam: founded 
Muslim tsfamia school 


maintained before tomorrow's 
Education • BOl abolishes the 
category. 

Leaders of the Seventy Day 
Adventist Church have, ac¬ 
cused ministers of using bu¬ 
reaucratic procedures t# block 
a parallel application for foe 
John Loughborough School, 
in Tottenham, North London. 
.Both schoolswon the backing 
of foe Funding Agency for 
Schools but have men given 
no indication of whether to 
aspect numstsejial approval. 

Yusuf Islam has written to 
-MkbaeLBfcbaxiL Permanent 
Se cretar y jtf.foe Department , 
for Education and Employ- 
rriertt.'- -kad this ,morning j 
rii fl dren from the school will ; 
present a pethion to the Prime 
Minister in Downing Stffeet 
- Half af the schools with 
‘applications _ pending for 
gram-cnafostined status are 
. refigfous foundations; rwp are 
Musli m and two Jewish. - 
■ A DFEE spokesman said 
applications were still being 
considered and a statement 
was expected shortly on the 
fato of all those still 
outstanding- • 
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were forcing them out of 
business. 

Fort authorities and police 
on Anglesey are bracing them¬ 
selves for more trouble at 
Holyhead tonight as hut*-, 
dreds of farmers from across 
North Wales plan to gather at. 
the Gaerwen auction market, 
about ten miles from the port 
A raucous meeting at the same 
venue led to Sunday’s clashes.- 

Peter Rogers, who chaired 
the earlier meeting, said farm¬ 
ers were angered by foe lack of 
sympathy shown by Dr Cun¬ 
ningham for their plight, 
highlighted by govemmenr 
figures showing a 37 per cent 
drop in real form incomes this 
year. "It is going to be very 
difficult to control the mili¬ 
tants. Finding Tesco meat on 
that boat has really triggered 
the whole thing off." 

Leading article; 

Letters, page 21 
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Annie LindselL who died peacefully after slipping into unconsciousness 


_ HOME NEWS 9 

Motor neuron 
victim dies with 
dignity at home 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 

^^25? ” E V R °NJi*- didn t me io kill her. she 
S S, ; h - lau nched a wanted every Iasi minute of 
High Court action to allow life, she loved life." 

kHler. wh!i drn 5 - n i Ster , P^h - the tinie Ms LJndsell, 47. 
SL wh ' ch shorten a former air hostess from 
nafurai,y J^togton. southwest Lon- 
don - dropped her legal case 
Anme LindseU dropped her she was wheelchair-bound 

beTXn h^ S 3 ” e u l OcT0_ Md was dying 

wr when her doctor, Simon from the disease, which a? 

Was winin 8 fects lhe nerves to *e brain 
to rarry out the treatment and spinal cord that control 

L/r *»oimes, who was muscle movement • 

Sh - 6 au diCd home ' Her fear ^ she would 

HnH n0t have * e dloke to death * bke many of 

IS proposed 111 * e People a day who die 

^ J ® 1 ^ berause she did of the disease in Britain, led 
J? v "jSf to the her to ask foe High Court to 

way she had feared. There allow her doctor to give her a 
was a reduction in her breath- fatal dose of painkillers 
mg ability bur no pain. This Dr Holmes refused to ad- 
has happened before and she minister diamorphine wifo- 
kack, but this out clarification that the act 
ame she slipped into uncon- would be lawful. He changed 
saousness and died peace- his mind when medical ex- 
Iul n y ; „ . , perts at foe court approved 

t -PT said r ^ at foe treatment 

Lind sell had teen able to die Ms Lindsell’s partner, Ron 
m dignified autonomy" Hicks, her sister. Suzi Gal- 
because she knew he could braifo. and Martin Seager. 
help tf necessary. “She knew her test friend, were tiso 
foe choice was available. She present at her death. 
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The only 

Toyota Corolla GS 
on earth that 
doesn't come with 
a power sunroof 
air conditioning 
power front windows 
twin air bags 
power steering 
alarm 

remote locking 
radio cassette 
and tilt steering. 

Its just not 
on earth that often. 
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The new Toyota Corolla. The car with the big following. 


■HCXEL SWWTtTGVOIA COROUAWORLDJlflLiy CAR, i»9.99S. TOfVDIA COROLLA 3 ODOR GS FR0M£12^6a C«L 0800 777555 FOR KWtSl THE CAR IN FRONT ISA ©TOYOTA 
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Moscow to free 
drugs teenager 
next month 

From Richard Beeston in Moscow 


THE TIMES 


A RUSSIAN court yesterday 
found a British student guilty 
of drug trafficking, but said 
that she would be freed next 
month after spending nearly 
two years in jail. 

Karen Henderson. 19. wept 
with relief behind the cage of 
the courtroom in Moscow as 
Justice Natalia Arinkina im¬ 
posed the sentence of 23 
months. She was found guilty 
of smuggling and possessing 
101b of cocaine, allegedly 
found in her suitcase at Shere¬ 
metyevo airport in Moscow in 



Karen Henderson as 
the verdict was read out 


February 1996. The three- 
judge panel said it had taken 
account of her age, good beha¬ 
viour. and that she had no 
criminal record. Her mother. 
Patricia, cried with joy. “1 am 
lost for words," she said, 
thanking those who had 
fought for her daughter’s 
release. 

In the Russian legal system, 
acquittals are extremely rare 
and such a light sentence for 
drugs trafficking practically 
unheard of. A woman who 
admitted smuggling cocaine 
from Havana on the same 
flight is serving a six-year 
sentence at a labour camp. 

However, the British teen¬ 
ager. who was brought up in 
Holland, maintained her in¬ 
nocence throughout the 22 
months she spent in Moscow's 
notorious remand prisons. 
“Never in my knowledge did I 
carry any narcotics,” she said 
in her final statement to the 
court. The prosecution had 
failed to produce any key wit¬ 
nesses. nor did it present vital 
evidence such as the false- 
bottomed suitcase and the 
cocaine. 

The Russian authorities had 
come under pressure from 
British officials to improve the 
legal procedures, and the Brit¬ 
ish press and public demand¬ 
ing a fairer trial. Tony Blau- 
raised the case when he visited 
Moscow in October. 

Henderson’s lawyers are to 
appeal in an attempt to have 
her home by Christmas. 
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Ruth Gledhfli on a renaissance for the Square Mile’s places of worship 



Patricia Henderson beaming as she leaves court 


PLANS to dose two thirds of 
die City of London's churches 
have been abandoned, it was 
disclosed yesterday. Instead, 
the Anglican churches in the 
Square Mile are to be redevel¬ 
oped into "spiritual trailblaz- 
ers”. becoming centres of 
peace, church history, reli¬ 
gious education, healing and 
meditation. 

In one church, a community 
of Franciscan monks is to be 
invited back to the City for the 
first time since the Reforma¬ 
tion to run a retreat house and 
religious centre where work¬ 
ers suffering stress can go for 
spiritual relaxation. Others 
□tight become centres for the¬ 
atre and music, public lec¬ 
tures, tourism and exhibi¬ 
tions. But all 39 churdhes will 
remain consecrated for regu¬ 
lar worship. 

While scone are effectively 
dosed, opening just once a 
week for visitors, the opening 
hours of all are to be increased 
to wmhlp the milli ons . of 
workers who commute daily 
to the City to find spiritual 
sustenance just a few minutes’ 
walk from their offices. 

The initial target, drawn up 
fay die newly formed City 
Churches Development 
Group, is to have all the 
buildmgs open on a regular 
basis by su mmer 1999- 

The proposals, published at 
St Katharine Cree in 
Leadenhall Street, represent a . 
U-turn on die controversial 
recommendations of the 
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OPTICIANS 


Templeman Commission of 
1994. Church leaders in 
London had long believed that 
the City’s 39 churches were 
surplus to the requirements of 
a resident population of a few 
thousand. 

It was proposed to cut the 
number of. active churches 
from 36 to 12, and parishes 
from 22 to four. 

Although it was made dear 
that none would be demol¬ 
ished, the indications were 
that a conversion to secular 
use. such as a library, would 
be welcomed in some cases. 
There was, the commission 
said, no demand for 26 of the 
churches and they could be¬ 
come "reserve" churches. 
Some might be "locked up and 
merely maintained wind and 
water-tight”, the report 
proposed. 

But yesterday Canon Peter 
Delaney, Vicar of All Hallows 
by the Tower and newly 
installed as priest-izheharge of 
St Katharine'S, where the City 
churches development group 
is to be based, said the 
Templeman proposals were 
no longer on the table. 

He indicated that the com¬ 
mission's report had proved a 
catalyst in uniting the dergy 
and laity of tiie City churches 
in bringing about the latest, 
more positive proposals. 

"A church that is persecuted 
grows strong," he said. 
Templeman brought the 
churches together in a power¬ 
ful new way. It has made us 


think and given us a common 
purpose.” 

He said it had not yet been 
decided which church might 
host the religious community. 
But an ideal church would be 
St Sepulchre, Holborn. which 
has excellent acoustics and 
suitable living accommoda¬ 
tion, but is without a vicar. 
Open once a week, it is being 
kept alive by a committed 
volunteer team of laity. 

Sr Dunstan-in-the^East is 
attached to Canon Delaney's 
main church of All Hallows 
and already serves as a centre 
of healing, with reflexologists, 
counsellors and others practis¬ 
ing there. But Canon Delaney 
believes another church needs 
to be set aside to redevelop the 
City’S religious life, in the 



All Hallows tty the Tower, 
one of the City churches 


monastic sense. This church 
would have a residence out of 
which a small Anglican com¬ 
munity. probabty Francis¬ 
cans, would work. They would . 

follow the monastic hours of A 
prayers, would offer counsel- 
ling and would provide a still 
centre of quietness in the 
City." 

A church spokesman said 
die Franciscans would "al¬ 
most certainty" be the first 
religious community in tie 
City since the Reformation. 

Most Anglican orders were 
established in the Nth 
century. 

Canon Delaney said: 
"People here work under enor¬ 
mous stress. They make long 
journeys from their home and 
spend most of their rime m the 
City. They need the City 
churches as places of tranquil¬ 
lity and peace, and also places 
where they can get profession¬ 
al advice.” 

St Ethelburga’5, the Cays 
smallest medieval church, 
damaged by an IRA bomb, is A 
being restored for conversion " 
into an ecumenical centre for . 

peace and reconcfliafkm. % 

"Saints and Sinners” pil- M 

grimage trails wfl] be themed » 

around historical figures such fj 

as Captain Cooke, William % 

perm and Samuel Pfepys. Edit- m 

rational programmes wifi be Ji 

developed around the national |1 

curriculum using churches £• 

such as St Bride'S, ReerStreet, g 

St James Garikkhythe and St & 

Andrew-fay^he-Warditfoe. ^ 
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will you choose? 


safety rethi nk 
after divers die 


By Stephen Farrell 


A CORONER yesterday 
called on the world’s largest 
diver-training organisation to 
change hs procedures after the 
deaths of three inexperienced 
scuba divers in two months. 

. -Glyxr Beeson-, . Patrick 
Scanlon and Claude 1 'Man 
drowned soon after complet¬ 
ing courses run by the Profes¬ 
sional Association of Diving 
Instructors (PADI). They were 
all said to have panicked. 

James Symington, die 
Leicestershire Coroner, made 
four recommendations. He 
said diver-training bodies 
should: cany out regular au¬ 
dits of instructors; provide 
training manuals; encourage 
newly qualified students to 
take further lessons; and all 
those taking courses should be 
required to provide medical 
certificates from GPs. 

His comments followed crit¬ 
icisms' of the association fay 
police and safety experts dur¬ 
ing inquests into the deaths at 
the Stoney Cove Diving 
Centre, near Hinckley, Lekes* 
tershire. the largest inland 
diving centre in Britain. 

Mr Symington said he had 


Health arid Safety Executive 
evidence that the cove was not 
to blame, and that panic and 
inexperience were a factor in - 
each' case. The recommenda- 
tions willbe'forwarded to the 
Sports Council. 

The inquest yesterday was 


told how Mr Man, 28. from 
Tottenham, North London, 
drowned after diving to 35 
metres — more than three 
times deeper than he had ever 
gone before while swim¬ 
ming with a friend 

while ascending, knocked out 
his companion's breathing ap¬ 
paratus. and passed out 

Inspector Stephen Hanson, 
a Leicestershire police diving 
expert, said Mr Man, who had 
only completed six previous 
dives and was qualified to 18 
metres only, panicked in the 
cold, dark water at 4.5 times 
normal atmospheric pressure. 

He had “concerns 7 ’ about 
Mr Man’s training at the 
PADI-licensed Adventure 
Divers Centre, in Enfield, 
North London, in July tins 
year. Two of his four qualify¬ 
ing dives had only been to 
three metres instead of the 
required five metres. 

At earlier inquests the coro¬ 
ner-heard that Mr Beeson. 48, 
from Cannock. Staffordshire, 
and Mr Scanlon, 37* from 
Leicester, both panicked and 
drowned after making similar - 
safety mistakes. like Mr Man 
they were PADI-frained but 
had dived deeper than advised 
on their courses. None of the 
three trained at Stoney Cove. 

Mr Symington recorded 
verdicts of accidental death on 
all three men. 



How The Times disclosed poHcefears in October 



By Ian Murray . 

FTVE schoolgirls won la 
£ 2,000 prize yesterday-for 
research which-shows' that 
using anti-dandruff sham¬ 
poo helps asthmatics, to 
breathe more easily. 

Their findings '. have 
prompted the National 
Heart and Lung Institutefo 
recom m end that asthma 
sufferers switch to anti-dan¬ 
druff shampoo. 

The girts, aged 12 and 13, 
belong to a Lunchtime sci¬ 
ence club at Cavendish 
School in Eastbourne, East 
Sussex. They decided.. to 
cany out hairwashing tests 
alter reading a report in 


New Scientist from the 
paediatrics department of a 
Brazilian university. This 
showed that skin flakes on 
children's scalps gave ref¬ 
uge to dost mites that can 
trigger allergic responses 
-and asthma awaAc 

The team recruited 25 
schoolmates, with asthma- 
related problems. The child¬ 
ren washed their hair with 
normal shampoo for two 
weeks and with the anti- 
dandruff shampop for 
another two weeks. Each 
rooming ami evening they 

were tested with a peak-flow 

which, monitors 
breathing capacity. 

The team found that for 


the period the children used 
the anti-dandruff shampoo, 
asthmatic symptoms were 
reduced as breathing capac¬ 
ity rose by 10 per cent 
Last year the Health 
Matters award, presented 
by SnuthKfine Beecbaxn. 
also went to a school re¬ 
searching asthma, which af¬ 
fects 7.5 per cent of children 
aged 5 to 15. Pupils from 
Stronsay Secondary School 
on Orkney had investigated 
the high incidence of the 
Alness on the island. 

Apart from the £2.000 
award for their school, the 
children have won E500 for 
Asthma Research, their cho¬ 
sen charity. 














































































12 TAX AND SAVINGS _ 

Saver’s guide to 
replacement for 
Pep and Tessa 
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□ What is an ISA? 

Everyone will be able to save a 
total of £5.000 a year in an 
ISA, up to a maximum contri¬ 
bution limit of £50.000 in the 
new account. All the income 
earned on the account and all 
capital gains will be free from 
tax. At the momenr. individ¬ 
uals can save up to £0.000 
year in a Peps, plus a total of 
£9.000 over a five year period 
in a Tax Exempt Special 
Savings Account. ISAs will 
become available from April 
1999. The £5.000 a year can be 
invested in a mixture of cash, 
stocks and shares, and life 
insurance products such as 
endowment savings contracts. 
By offering this product, the 
Government hopes to encour¬ 
age the savings habit among 
the lower paid'. 

□ How will the ISA work? 
ISAs will be offered by banks, 
building societies, life insur¬ 
ance companies, and invest¬ 
ment management companies 
— in fact all the organisations 
that at present offer Peps and 
Tessas. The Government is 
also hoping to encourage org¬ 
anisations that have greater 
access to the low paid to offer 
ISAs, this would include su¬ 
permarkets and credit unions. 
Savers will be able to take out 
one fSA a year. As with ftps 


■ The Government announced its plans 
yesterday for tax-free individual savings 
accounts (ISAs), replacing tax-exempt 
special savings accounts (Tessas) and personal 
equity plans (Peps). Caroline Merrell 
explains how the new scheme will work 


they wifi be able to change ISA 
providers each year. They will 
able to invest a maximum of 
£1,000 in cash or National 
Savings, and a maximum of 
£1.000 a year in a life insuance 
product. The other £3,000 
must be invested in shares or 
unit trusts. Savers do have the 
option of putting the entire 
£5.000 in shares or other 
equity investments, but they 
cannor put the entire £5,000 in 
cash. They will be able to haw 
access to their tax-free cash at 
any rime. 

□ What happens to existing 
Peps and Tessas? 

About ESS billion is held in 
Peps and around E26 billion in 
Tessas. Around 25 million 
people have Peps and 45! 
million have Tessas. Invest¬ 
ments held in Peps and Tessas 
will be able to be rolled over in 
to the new ISAs. subject to a 
maximum limit of £50.000. 
The Government envisages 


that savers will keep their 
existing products, but they will 
be simply held within a new 
ISA wrapper. Peps as an entity 
will cease to exist on April 5. 
1999. The tax-free investments, 
however, will be able to be 
rolled over subject to the 
overall £50.000 limit. It will 
not be possible to open a new 
Tessa after April 5. 1999. 
Existing Tessas can be put into 
an ISA after that date again 
subject to the E50.000 limit 

□ What if a saver has more 
than £50,000 in an entire Pep 
and Tessa holding? 

Any investments greater than 
£50,000. will become subject 
to both capital gams tax and 
income tax. The Government 
is allowing investors up until 
October 5. 1999. to transfer 
investments. 

□ How does it affect Pep 
mortgages? 

It has become commonplace 



Supermarkets such as Tesco and Sainsbury’s, which already offer banking services, will be the major beneficiaries of the new savings scheme 

ir Peps to be used to pay off gage term, will grow to does not want to see the a way of dealing with the savings. He said: “Say that 

ans. According to Halifax, E150.000. which is greater industry imposing high excess before April 1999. As higher rale taxpayer has ir 

te ISA could simply replace than most mortgages. charges for changing Peps each individual is allowed a vested £70.000 in ftps. H 

and Tessas in to ISAs.- rcn ' Wl ^ *■'--— ra 


for ftps to be used to pay off 
loans. According to Halifax, 
the ISA could simply replace 
Pep as a method of paying off 
a mortgage. Those who have 
Pep mortgages will be able to 
roll over their ftps in to the 
ISA. The funds will continue 
to grow tax-free within the 
ISA. The Halifax claims that 
E50.000 invested in an ISA 
over 25 years, the usual mort- 


□ How wfll current invest¬ 
ments be transferred? 

The paper issued today by the 
Inland Revenue is for consult¬ 
ation purposes only. The de¬ 
tails of tranferring existing 
investments have yet to be 
worked out. The Government 


□ Who will lose and who will 
gam under the new ISA? 

The biggest losers under the 
new savings plans wiU be 
those who have more than 
£50,000 sheltered in Peps and 
Tessas. They will have to find 


a way of dealing with the 
excess before April 1999. As 
each individual is allowed a 
£50,000 limit, there may an 
argument for transferring in¬ 
vestments between husband 
and wife. 

Bob Rothenberg from the 
accountants BBck Rothenberg 
said that changes could mean 
an extra £1,400 a year in tax 
for those with substantial Pep 


savings. He said: “Say that a 
higher rate taxpayer has in¬ 
vested £70.000 in ftps. He 
transfers the ESQjOQO maxi¬ 
mum into an Isa, leaving him 
with £20,000. Ifheinveststhis 
for a return of 5 per cent, this 
would give him. £3500 in 
income. The tax bill an this 
would be £1,400.** 

Leading article, page 21 


Prescott makes way for council tax rises of up to 10% 


COUNCIL tax bills could rise by 
as much as 10 percent next year as 
capping rules are relaxed under 
local government spending plans 
announced yesterday. 

John Prescott die Deputy 
Prime Minister, said in a Com¬ 
mons statement that total spend¬ 
ing by local government in 
England would rise by 35 per cent 
to £4&2 billion, a 1 per cent rise in 
real terms, with an average coun¬ 
cil tax increase of just over 7 per 
cent. The average tax for a band D 
property will be £635. a rise of £42 
on last year's average of £593. The 
rises were in line with Conserva¬ 
tive predictions, he said. 

Some areas, though, are Iikdy 
to see significantly higher tax 


Relaxed town hall spending rules will hit some households harder than others, reports Mark Henderson 


hikes as a result of changes to 
capping procedures allowing 
many councils to set rates up to 3 
percent higher than permitted by 
the last Government. 

The settlement opened a new 
chapter in relations between cen¬ 
tral and local government. Mr 
Prescott said. “Too often in the 
.past decade, central government 
in Whitehall seemed to be waging 
war on local government in town 
halls. When new Labour was 
elected on May I we declared it 
was time to bury the hatchet” 

Many Labour authorities will 
also gain from changes to the 


calculation system for standard 
spending assessments (SSA), or 
the amount the Government feds 
councils need to provide an ade¬ 
quate level of service. New indica¬ 
tors of the social composition of 
an authority, such as the number 
of poorer pensioner or people 
claiming income support are to 
be taken into account banding 
more cash to deprived areas. 

Labour-run metropolitan coun¬ 
cils such as Barnsley, which were 
previously assessed on the same 
basis as suburban authorities 
such as Kingston upon Thames, 
will be the chief beneficiaries. 


with Tory and Liberal Democrat 
councils losing out Barnsley will 
get nearly £6 million more in 1998- 
89 because of the change, against 
a bclow-inflation increase of 
£24 million for Kingston. 

Labour councils wQl also bene¬ 
fit from new rules on debt which 
take into account repayments 
outstanding in 1990: 

Sedgefidd council in Durham, 
which indudes Tony Blair’s con¬ 
stituency. will be allowed to spend 
£i million more than this year, an 
increase of 13 per cent while 
William Hague's home -council, 
Richmondshire, gets just 
- ; nr-v 


£200.000 extra, a 5 per cent rise 
The Conservatives’ flagship 
London borough of Westminster 
will be one of the settlement's 
biggest losers because of a new 
system of calculating the extra' 
costs incurred by councils who - 
cater for large numbers of com- - 
muters and visitors. Westmin¬ 
ster’s SSA is to be cut by 
E20 million, or more than 8 per 
cent, under the new system, winch 
no longer assumes visitors are of 
the same social character as a 
council’s residents, although a 
. phasing-in grant will offset much 
of the impact next year. Councif- 
*/ -.itr-j ■ -“ty *j 3 -foil f-r. i* 


tors fear they may be forced to 
raise significantly their council 
tax rates, presently the lowest in 
. Britain at an average of E2Q9 fora 
band D property. Hie highest 
band D bills, at £L009, are in 
Labour-run Liverpool 

Other London, councils with 
many tourists and commuters, 
particularly the City of London 
but also Labour-run Camden, will 
suffer from the changes. 

Education authorities will see 
the bulk of the extra -money 
announced by Mr Prescott, with a 
total of £L06 billion, inducting the 
£835 million allocated in the Bud-. 

. ■ '■ .nxi .rii asku,-. .-Tri- 


get £350 million extra is allocated 
to community care, £70 million to 
children’s social services and 
£20 million in support grants to 
meet the costs of implementing 
tire Private Finance Initiative. 

The abolition of nursery vouch¬ 
ers has freed £662 million for local 
authorities to spend on education 
of four-year olds, and £130 million 
has beat set aside to help authori¬ 
ties cope with transitional costs 
incurred through local govern¬ 
ment reorganisation. 

Conservatives and - Libera! 
Democrats said the settlement 
would force'council taxp ay ers to 
pay more for worse services. - 

•” John Ptesam, page 20 
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A reatly good 
reason to stop 
smoking and 
go jogging. 
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Peter was desperate to save 
money on a new YauxhalL. 

We told him where to go. 


miles better 


Up to £2,500 off a new VauxhaH, just for using his GM Card. Peter could hardly contain himself. 

He was even more excited when we told him that Cardholders can earn double the usual Rebate Points 
at The GM Card Partners: Best Western Hotels, Going Places and Avis. 

Because that means you get 6% of whatever you spend as Rebate Points, which convert straight into 
pounds off your next car (instead of the already generous 3% you collect on other GM Card purchases! 
And if you haven’t got a GM Card? Go straight to the coupon below. 


Gateway’s 
free technical 
helpline lasts 
for life. 


For a GM Card Application Form call 0345 462777 quoting GM1 or return the coupon 
below to: The GM Card, FREEPOST, SEA 2953, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6BR. 
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Robinson tries to spare Labour blushes 


Andrew Pierce 
on the turmoil 
of a rich man 
the Treasury 
says has nothing 
to conceal 

3EOFFREY ROBINSON'of- 
to withdraw yesterday 
l J* ,H tl* announcement of 
flans to curb tax breaks for 
ruddle-dass savers to spare 
he Government embarrass- 
neni over his links to a £12 
nillion offshore trust 
The multimillionaire Pay- 
naster General feared that 
'esierday’s Treasury press 
enference would be over- 
ihadowed by the weekend 
disclosure that he is a discre- 
.ionary beneficiary of a fund 
m Guernsey. But Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, over¬ 
ruled Mr Robinson and 
ordered him to face the media 
for the first time since the 
revelations about his business 
affairs, 

Yesterday a Treasury source 
said: -‘Geoffrey is a rich man 
who has got nothing to hide. 
He has done nothing wrong. 
He offered to stand aside but 
we were determined not to be 
dIowti off course. Geoffrey is a 
arrious player." 

Mr Robinson had put 
nonths of work into the new 
avings scheme and the 
aunch was planned well be- 
ore the controversy erupted 
rver his financial affairs. “We 
onsidered putting in another 
‘reasury minister but derided 
gainst it." the source said. 
We ■ didn't want to do 
nyihiung which would have 
macked of us hiding him 
way. He is an asset for die 
JovemmcnL" 

At last year’s Labour confer- 
ncc Mr Brown, then Shadow 
'hancellor. said that in gove¬ 
rnment the party would not 
Aerate Tory values. “A Lab- 
ur Chancellor will not permit 
lx relief to millionaires in 
ffshore tax havens," he said. 
Yesterday the Treasury 
mrur said: “Geoffrey is a bit 
nbarrassed about, the: trust 
ul he could not dose it down 
he wanted to." It was set up 
¥ a long-standing friend of 
Ir Robinson. Madame Joska 
our geo is, a Belgian national 
ving in Switzerland. - - 
Sir Gordon Downey, the ' 
uriiamentary Commiafloner 



Questions raised 

over Paymaster 
and the socialite 


Mr Robinson's m a ns i o n in Stockbridge. Hampshire. He bought the 20-bedroom property for £800,000 



The minister's main residence, Orchards, a Lutyens bouse in Godaiming, Surrey; and his villa in Tuscany 


for Standards, is being 
pressed by the Tories to inves¬ 
tigate why the Channel Island 
Orion Trust was not declared 
by die minister in the Com¬ 
mons Register of Interests. 

Despite Downing Street 
and the Treasury’s unswerv¬ 
ing suppon for Mr Robinson’s 
financial arrangements the 
Tories showed yesterday that 
they intend to keep up the 
pressure. Michael Heseitme, 
the .former Deputy Prime 
Minister, who is worth £60 
million, said that he had 
rejected accountants” advice to 
invest his wealth in a similar 


Mr Hesdtine said he “flatly 
refused" .the offshore trust 
option. Using such trusts in¬ 
volved accepting tax regimes 
which Were outside die British 


jurisdiction, he told BBC 
Radio 4. 

"I wasn’t prepared to do that 
because I think that, as a 
minister, it was quite difficult 
to explain to the vast majority 
of citizens, your own constitu¬ 
ents — who would not have 
such advantages in their ordi¬ 
nary affairs — how you had 
found what they would see as 
escape routes of this sort" he 
said. 

Asked if he thought all 
ministers should do the same 
as he had done in office. Mr 
Hesdtine said: “1 think if you 
are a minister in a govern-, 
merit it is very difficult to 
explain how you have so 
ordered your affairs so that 
the tax regimes to which you 
are subjected are outside those 
of. the control of the Gcrvern- 



Geoffrey Robinson celebrating general election victory in Coventry 


ment of which you are a 
member." 

During the week Mr Robin¬ 
son, who owns mansions in 
Surrey and Hampshire.' fives 
in a eight-floor penthouse in 
Paric Lane, London, overlook¬ 
ing Hyde Park. He also has a 
viua in Cannes and an estate 
in Tuscany, which has become 
the favourite holiday retreat of 
Tony Blair and Ins family. 

He bought Marsh Court, a 
Grade-1 listen Lutyens man¬ 
sion, near Stockbridge, 
Hampshire, for £800,000. He 
is restoring the 20-bedroom 
property to its former glory. 
His main residence is Or¬ 
chards, a Lutyens masterpiece 
in God aiming, Surrey, which 
is worth more than £1 million. 

Mr Robinson. MP for Cov¬ 
entry North Westm, is a close 
ally of the Chancellor. He 
became the saviour of the New 
Statesman in February 19% 
and his shareholding in Cov¬ 
entry City Fbotball Club is 
said tobe worth £5 million. He 
amassed his personal wealth 
from his substantial 
shareholding in TransTec, the 
£175 million engineering com¬ 
pany he founded 16 years ago. 
He borrowed £100,000 from 
Madame Bourgeois to set it 
up. His 72 per cent stake is 
worth more than £30 million. 
He earns a salary of E43.860 
. as an MP, having waived his 
ministerial entitlement. His 
rise to financial promenence 
began at the age of 35 as the 
Chief Executive of Jaguar. 

During the press conference 
yesterday, Mr Robinson re¬ 
vised to entertain questions 
about the trust “I have made a 
very full statement and 1 have 
nothing to add to it," he said. 

The trust is not controlled by 
Mr Robinson but he and his 
family do stand to benefit from 
it, though the Paymaster Gen- 


. era! has not benefited since the 
general election. Since May 1 
he has transferred most of his 
business assets, including £18 
million of shares in TransTec, 
into a blind trust. The Tories 
are presting to know whether 
he had any involvement in the 
establishment of the trust, 
which tax experts argue are 
formed for the principal pur¬ 
pose of tax avoidance. 

Mr Robinson is the latest 
Government minister to at¬ 
tract criticism over offshore 
trusts. Lord Simon of 
Highbury, the former chair¬ 
man of BP, was forced to sell 
his £2 million sharholding in 
the oil company, some of 
which were held in an offshore 
trust, after repeated Tory alle¬ 
gations of potential conflicts of 
interest 


WHEN Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Chief Executive of Jaguar, 
met the fabulously wealthy 
Belgian socialite Joska Bour¬ 
geois at the age of 35 he 
effectively secured a lucrative 
financial future. 

But some three decades 
later the relationship between 
the Government minister and 
the glamorous older woman, 
who died in 1994 aged 81. has 
caused the first serious ques¬ 
tion marks over his political 
career. 

It was Madame Bourgeois 
who showered millions of 
pounds on the precocious 
executive, who is now the 
holder of one of the key offices 
of state. The Paymaster Gen¬ 
eral, who now writes cheques 
worth billions of pounds, will 
find the generous legacy she 
bestowed on her protege in an 
offshore trust will come under 
increasing scrutiny. 

Geoffrey Robinson M P was 
already a wealthy man when 
be met the elegant Belgian 
socialite but with her help he 
became a millionaire many 
times over. 

He was regarded as the 
leading industrialist in the 
Commons when he was elect¬ 
ed for Coventry in 1976, a 
Labour man on principle, 
having been drawn to die Left 
during die Vietnam War. 

His other colourful busi¬ 
ness associates included Rob¬ 
ert Maxwell and his son 
Kevin. But it was Mr Robin¬ 
son’s friendship with Mine 
Bourgeois which changed his 
fortune. 

They met in the early 1970s 
when he was head of 
Innocenti. British Leyland’s 
Italian arm. and she had the 
franchise for selling Jaguars 
in her native Belgium. By the 
time he was elected to the 
Commons, he had already 
been made chief executive of 
Jaguar Cars at only 35. 

Quite what the ageing 
Mme Bourgeois saw in the 
ambitious young son of a 
furniture maker is unclear. 
She was a childless divorcee, 
but her ex-husband George 


Dominic 
Kennedy on 
Robinson’s 
glamorous 
benefactor 




§ 

Bourgeois: generous 
legacy for her pnot&gg 

Buydendyk. a former Euro¬ 
pean chief executive of Good¬ 
year tyres, told The Times 
yesterday that he doubted she 
looked on him as some sort of 
surrogate son. Maybe he re¬ 
minded her of the British 
airmen she sheltered as a 
Resistance heroine during the 
war. There are also stories 
that, as a glamorous waitress 
in a dub for German officers, 
she passed information about 
the Nazis to freedom fighters. 
M Buydendyk is unsure. 
“They invent all kinds of 
things." he said. 

Certainly, Mr Robinson ad¬ 
vised Mme Bourgeois about 
the sale of her International 
Motor Company in 1979 to the 
British investment group 
Inch cape. She was more than 
grateful. When he decided to 


create TransTec. an electron¬ 
ics company, in I9S1, Mme 
Bourgeois provided the 
£100,000 security he needed. 

The company had a bumpy 
ride during the 1980s but is 
now widely admired and 
worth £175 million. The bulk 
of his shares, £18 million 
worth, is held in a blind trust 
as all ministers assets are 
supposed to be. 

The remaining E13 million 
worth are in Orion Trust, 
created on the tax haven of 
Guernsey by Mme Bougeois 
for Mr Robinson's family. 

Mr Robinson, 59. has dis¬ 
closed how many of his shares 
have been sold to the trust, but 
it is unknown how much else 
has been put there by. for 
example; Mme Bourgeois. He 
is a discretionary beneficiary 
so he only gets money if the 
directors of the trust decide he 
should. But their names are 
also undisclosed. 

Mme Bourgeois was some¬ 
thing of a serial tax avoider. 
She never returned to her 
native Belgium after 1979 
because of unsettled tax prob¬ 
lems, instead choosing exile 
in Geneva, beyond the reach 
of the Belgian taxman. 

Mr Robinson and his opera 
singer wife. Mari e-Elena 
Giorgio, would often go to her 
home in Cannes and she in 
return visited theirs in 
Godaiming. Surrey. He was 
said to have described her to 
colleagues as “the 12th richest 
woman in the world". 

She would send oil paint¬ 
ings to his Coventry office, 
where they were hung on the 
walls. When she died aged 81 
in Cannes in 1994, Mr Robin¬ 
son helped organise her 
funeral He is one of the main 
beneficiaries of her fortune, 
which was estimated at £35 
million. 

After her death, he spent £5 
million on Coventry City 
Football Club shares, and was 
a key mover behind the axing 
of Ron Atkinson. In the same 
month that he became a 
soccer mogul he bought the 
New Statesman for £500.000. 


Who soys 
you can't predict 
the future? 




What the public 
should be told 
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By Chris Ayres 

ALTHOUGH Geoffrey Rob¬ 
inson claims that the £125 mil¬ 
lion offshore trust of which he 
is a beneficiary was operated 
at arm’s length he still has 
many difficult questions - to 
answer. 

- The biggest mystery sur- 
■ rounds the number of shares 
in TransTec, the company he 
founded 16 years ago. that are 
hdd: by .his offshore Orion 
trust and why that number 
rose to the tune of £3 million 
when Mr Robinson joined the 
Government Concern also 
' surrounds-StenbelL the pri¬ 
vate company partly owned by 
Mr - Robinson which is 
£250,000 in debt yet managed 
to buy 9.8 million shares in 
Tran^Ibc then transfer them 
fo the Orion trust - 
The Times feels. that he 
should answer the following: 

□ Why did he sell the right to 
buy £10 rmUian worth of 
TransTec shares last year, to a 
company called Stenbell? 
How much of Stenbell does he 
own and what does it do? 

□ Why then, were the shares 
pass ed on tp Orioh. an off¬ 
shore tax-free trust? Whal part 
did he play m this transaction? 
Why the twbpart sale? 
□Apart' front Orion, does he 
hold any j^feex bf his 30.4 
rofflion ; TntbsTec shares in 


offshore trusts? Does he own 
shares in other companies? 

□ Was Orion the family trust 
noted in TransTec’s 1996 an- 

• nual report in which he held 
9.8 million shares last year? 

□ Who increased the holding 
of this trust to 127 million 
shares in September this year, 
after he had joined the Gov- 

. eminent, bringing hs value to 
£125 million? Did he play any 
part in this transaction? 

□ What other assets are held 
in Orion apart .from the 
TransTec shares. How 
wealthy is the trust? 

□ Why and when did he make 
a persona] loan of $l-mfllion to 
Roll Centre Inc.- a company 
later bought by TransTec? 
-How much money is he still 
owed by companies to which 
he has made personal loans? . 

□ Last year/ TransTec paid 
him £74,000 as a pension 
contribution. Is he still receiv¬ 
ing these contributions or any 
other company benefits? 

□ What fond of agreement 
did he make with Robert 
Maxwell utoar in 1991 Mr 
Robinson merged TransTec 
with Central and Sheerwood, 
the company Maxwell chaired 
and had - a significant 
'shareholding in? 

.-□ Wby tfid Robert Maxwell 
deride to Sell his stake in the 
.company back to TransTec 
just weeks before his death? 
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14 OVERSEAS NEWS 

Gore goes 

to Kyoto 
with new 
deal on 
emissions 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington 


AMERICA Iasi night ap- 
peared ro have made a dra¬ 
matic new compromise 10 cut 
greenhouse gases as A! Gore, 
the Vice-President, prepared 
to walk a political tightrope at 
the United Nations summit on 
global warming in Kyoto. 

The United States, facing a 
oool greeting in Japan for its 
modesr initial stance in the 
talks, yesterday went on the 
diplomatic offensive, offering 
a concession that proposed 
reductions by industrialised 
nations of up to 5 per cent from 
their 1990 levels in the years 
2008 to 2012. 

Under pressure from do¬ 
mestic industries reliant on 

fossil fuel. _ 

America previ- , ... 

ously had said fc We 8 

that the indus- towa ] 

tnalised nanons 
should reduce froi 

emissions of 
greenhouse gas- agreen 

es to 1990 levels we fj 0I 

in those years, a 
proposal that will ^ 
European coun- ^_ 
tries con¬ 
demned as too weak. Both 
Britain and Germany favour a 
cut of 15 per cent. 

The latest concession, re¬ 
ported by Yomiuri Shim bun. 
appeared to be an attempt to 
smooth the path for Mr Gore 
whose decision to join the 
Kyoto talks next Monday was 
made at the eleventh hour. 

After much discussion at the 
White House the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, who is also the author of 
Earth in the Balance, a defini¬ 
tive work on global warming, 
finally agreed to fly to Japan. 
He will spend just 12 hours on 
the ground, address the 1300 
delegates from more than 160 


6 We are ready 
to walk away 
from an 
agreement that 
we don’t think 
will work ? 


countries but take no part in 
the official negotiation. 

Even after President Clinton 
announced the decision to 
send his deputy. Mr Gore 
tried to dampen expectations 
about what may be accom¬ 
plished in Kyoto. “We are 
prepared ro walk away from 
an agreement that we don’t 
think will work," he said. 

The White House had earli¬ 
er played down the possibility 
of either Mr Clinton or Mr 
Gore attending the Kyoto 
talks. But the Vice-President, 
with an eye to his presidential 
ambitions in 2000. had been 
facine criticism among his 
traditionally strong allies in 
_ the environmen¬ 
tal movement, 
f ready Environmental- 

au/nv were 

away cemed that his 

an brief appear- 

ance as a knight 
nt that in shining ar- 

■ think rnour would 

• mmK merely be 

3 rk 9 viewed as a ro- 

ken to defied 
criticism from 
the position taken by the 
Unitoi States, the world's 
biggest polluter. 

America has made it dear 
that any compromise must be 
deemed realistic by its indus¬ 
trial base at home and that is 
certain to differ substantially 
from plans offered by the 
European Union to limit car¬ 
bon monoxide and other gases 
in the millennium. 

Negotiators for the EU said 
the impasse between the Uni¬ 
ted States and the Third World 
could destroy the entire talks 
but said Europe was hoping to 
offer itself as a broker ro end 
the deadlock. 
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One of hundreds ofbushfires rages near Sydney yesterday as, above right, a resident stands in front of the smoking nuns of his home ad Menai on die city’s southern outskirts 
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A man and his three children flee Jhejfr home in Menai, as,a firestojpa. svhippt 
Sydney suburix Up to 20 homes were destroyed m this area alone and a thick 






Two die as fires 


TRom Roger Maynard in Sydney 


TWO firemen were 'killed, 
two . were injured and an 
estimated 20 homes destroyed 
as. bushfires raged across 
New South Wales in Austra¬ 
lia yesterday. 

More than. 400. separate 
blazes broke out, half of them 
reported to be out .of control. 

At one stage, flames licked 
Sydney’s northern and south¬ 
ern suburbs, forang.the evac¬ 
uation of hundreds of resi¬ 
dents and prompting fire 
chiefs to compare conditions 
with the- last big bushfire 
disaster of January 1993, 
when four people died and 
more than 100 homes were 
destroyed. ‘ 

M The situation is very seri- 
ous.-Gaiy Paxton, of the New 
South Wales Royal lure Ser¬ 
vice, said. ’• 

The Sydney fires caused 
rush hour traffic, jams as 
commuters drove-home from 
work in the smokey condi¬ 
tions., Schools and .-digsiag 
homes . were evacuated. 
Fumes froin burning eucalyp¬ 


tus trees also caused problems 
forth* sick and elderly. In the 
southern Sydney suburbs 
some resklents made desper¬ 
ate but futile attempts to save 
their homes wth buckets of 
water and garden hoses. 

The worsFaffoded areas 
were"in the countryside, in¬ 
cluding Coonabarabran. 
about 250 mfles northwest of 
Sydney, where a huge cres¬ 
cent .of flame, destroyed 
320^000 acres (rf burtdmd and 
injured, two firemen. At 
Uthgow, west of ffie Blue 
Mountains, two firefighters 
died after bong trapped fry a 
Maze in heavily wooded hills. 

The weather worsened last 
night as high Winds whipped 
up flaines and t hr e atene d 
other areas. Phil Kop ci faerg. 
The bushfire chief commis¬ 
sioner, said that strong sooth¬ 
ed? winds would make tilings 
much worse. r - 

concern is for the 
next lew. days when dven 
hotteriand anndier condffions 
areforecasL 
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At Scottish Widows we won’t blow the whistle 
on your pension if your circumstances change. 

Our plans give you payment holidays with *- ' * ' 

no penalties. You can change the amount you pay 

■*- 

depending on how much you can afford! - 

And because the way we work out the value of 
your fund is one of the fairest around, you won't 
find yourself unduly penalised 1 if you need to 

change your pension provider. (Just in case 'Sk’ ; 

you're worried about transfer values.) ^ 

IF YOU’D LIKE TO KNOW MORE. PLEASE TALK 
TO YOUR INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER. ' 


To protect long-term investors we may apply a Market Level Adjustment to Unitised With Prohts Units. 
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Mrs Mandela’s 
daughter faces 
torture claim 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


THE youngesT daughter of 
President Mandela was yes¬ 
terday alleged to have joined 
her mother in torture sessions 
and was implicated as an 
accessory in at least one killing 
in evidence to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

At ihe hearing into the 
activities of Mrs M adflrizri a- 
Mandela and her gang of 
thuggish bodyguards, the so- 
called Mandela United Foot¬ 
ball Club. Zindziwa Mandela. 
.77. smiled and chewed gum as 
Gift Ntombeni, a former 
member of the club, said she 
had “taken after her mother”. 

Mr Ntombeni added: “She 
is capable of any deed 
whatsoever." 

The picrure of the Mandela 
home that emerged from yes¬ 
terday’s evidence was a place 
familiar with paranoia, be¬ 
trayal. torture and murder. 

Dressed in a white polka dot 
top and black skirt. Ms 
Mandela smiled and shook 
her head when Mr Ntombeni 
said that either she or her 
mother had ordered the assas¬ 
sination of Tholi DIamini, a 
member of the club who had 
said he wanted to leave to 
pursue his interest in ball¬ 
room dancing. 

Mr Ntombeni said he had 
witnessed the murder of Tholi. 
Id. who was shot by Sizwe 
Sit hole. Zinzi’s lover at the 


Winnie’s home 
was the setting 
for paranoia and 
betrayal, writes 
Sam Kiley 

time, in 1988. Ms Mandela 
had four children by different 
partners, including Sithole. 
during the 1980s when she 
was living with her mother in 
the Soweto mansion which 
was also the headquarters of 
the football club. 

Bom shortly before Presi¬ 
dent Mandela began his 27 
years in prison. Ms Mandela 
was brought up by her moth¬ 
er. who had a succession of 
lovers during the years when 
she was not herself in 
detention. 

Inside the Mandela man¬ 
sion. most members of the 
“football dub” who joined 
after finding themselves un¬ 
employed, smoked marijuana 
and drank heavily. They' 
camped in groups of up to a 
dozen in a back room next to 
Mrs Mandela’s jacuzzi. and 
joined in torture sessions led 
either by herself or her daugh¬ 
ter. Several witnesses have 


testified that they were given 
weapons training in Ms 
Mandela's bedroom where 
they drank and joked before 
going out on “operations". 

Lera tod i Ikaneng, a former 
member of the dub. said that 
Ms Mandela’s role as a tortur¬ 
er began when four local 
youths were brought to the 
house after they had been 
accused of raping a fellow 
pupil in June 1988. The youths 
were taken into a shed at the 
back of the home called “Lusa¬ 
ka” where they were thrashed 
with sjamboks, or whips. 

“Zina is the one who insti¬ 
gated it saying they were 
rapists and that they must be 
tortured,” Mr Ikaneng said. 

On another occasion Ms 
Mandela “carved the letters 
ANC into the chest and back" 
of a victim hunted down by 
other members of the dub, Mr 
Ntombeni said. “She did it 
with a plastic implement.” 

The dub selected ordinary 
victims for its “hunts” from a 
book kept at the gates of the 
home in which local people 
would write the names of 
“troublemakers”. 

Mrs Mandela. 63. and her 
daughter would wait at home 
while “we would go out and 
hunt that person down and get 
them back to the yard ... we 
would beat them and bum 
their feet. Mrs Mandela or 
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Winnie Mandela and her daughter Zin dziwa studying documents at the Truth and Reconciliation Commission yesterday 


Zinzi would lead the assaults.” 
Mr Ntombeni said. 

Over the past seven days the 
commission, which is hearing 
evidence of human rights 
abuses and apartheid-era 
crimes, has heard from wit¬ 
nesses that to be accused of 
being a police informer was a 
death sentence. 

Mr Ntombeni said: “You 
wouldn’t dare defy Winnie. 
Whenever you did you were 


referred to as an informer.” 
He derided to leave the club 
after Ms Mandela became 
furious that he had reported 
the death of a dub member to 
Sithole. her lover. “She asked 
me why had I told Sizwe and 
called me an impimpi [inform- 
erl. I realised I was no longer 
safe,” he said. 

A second convicted murder¬ 
er meanwhile told the com¬ 
mission that Mrs Mandela 


ordered die killing of a Soweto 
doctor and offered 20.000 
rands (about £5,300 at the 
time) for the job. Thulani 
DIamini. 28, echoed Monday’s 
evidence by Cyril Mbatha that 
Mrs Mandela promised them 
the money for killing Abu- 
Baker Asvat. a popular 
Soweto doctor, in 1989. 

DIamini. like Mbatha. said 
they had gone to Asvat s office 
where Mbatha shot the doc¬ 


tor. They were arrested before 
Mrs Mandela paid them the 
promised money, lie said. 

Asvat and Srompie 
Moeketsi Seipei. a teenage 
activist, are among at least six 
people Mrs Mandela is al¬ 
lege! to have killed or had 
killed. Jem’ Richardson, head 
of the club, has applied to the 
commission for amnesty for 
Seipei’s murder, saying he 
“slaughtered him like a sheep” 


with garden shears. Mrs 
Mandela's troubles mounted 
outside the hearing as well 
yesterday when she was re¬ 
buked by ANC leaders for 
accusing them of failing vot¬ 
ers. Chery l Carolus, the acting 
General Secretary, said Mrs 
Mandela had committed an 
"improper and cowardly" act 
by saying ANC leaders had 
betrayed those who elected the 
party in 1994. 


Netanyahu threatens to annex Arafat’s ‘independent’ state 
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Netanyahu: tough stance 


From Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

THE Israeli Prime Minister, 
Binyamin Netanyahu, warned 
Yassir Arafat yesterday that Israel 
would annex the occupied West 
Bank if he fulfilled his pledge to 
declare an independent Palestinian 
state there no later than mid-]999. 

The threat which Western diplo¬ 
mats predicted could spark another 
Middle East war. was supported by 
Yitzhak MordechaL his Defence 
Minister, who said: “If Arafat lakes 
unilateral measures, we have the 
capacity to enforce our own one¬ 
sided steps.” The tough new stance 


was taken in response to a promise 
by Mr Arafat. President of the 
Palestinian Authority, to issue a 
unilateral declaration of indepen¬ 
dence in the Arab self-rule areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
May 1999 if no final peace settle¬ 
ment has been reached by then. 

The deadline was laid down as 
the end of the five-year interim 
negotiating period in the Oslo 
peace accord which many of Mr 
Netanyahu's supporters want 
scrapped. Mr Arafat threw down 
the gauntlet to the Israelis last 
month by pledging that once the 
Palestinians had declared indepen¬ 
dence. he would appeal to the world 


to support the new state and grant it 
diplomatic recognition. 

“if Arafat carries out a step like 
that, he will explode the [1993] 
agreement.” Mr Netanyahu told 
members of the hawkish Tsomet 
Party, one of his coalition partners. 
“In response, I will dedarr annex¬ 
ation of the (West Bank] Jordan Rift 
Valiev and other territory, maybe 
all of iL” 

Last night, Mr Arafat hit back by 
saying in Ramallah: “We have 
heard many statements from Mr 
Netanyahu. Let it be quite dear to 
all that the state of Palestine exists 
and al-Quds al-Sharif (Jerusalem) 
will be its capital which was 


occupied in 1967.” Israel annexed 
east Jerusalem after conquering it 
from Jordan in the 1967 War and it 
has extended Israeli law to the 
Golan Heights, seized from Syria 
in the same conflict. Calls by Jewish 
settlers for annexation of the West 
Bank, territory they call Eretz 
Israel, or the biblical land of Israel, 
have so far been resisted because of 
the danger of sparking a new war. 

Western diplomatic sources said 
last night that West Bank annex¬ 
ation was almost guaranteed to 
provoke military retaliation from 
Jordan. Egypt Lebanon and Syria 
which, as “frontline states”, would 
be under Arab pressure to come to 


the support of the Palestinians. It 
would also prompt an armed 
response from the 30,000 Palestin¬ 
ian policemen now under Mr Ara¬ 
fat's command, a force that con¬ 
stitutes an army in all but name. 
Recent intelligence reports have 
revealed moves by the Palestinians 
to smuggle in anti-tank weapons 
and other powerful additions to 
their legal armoury. 

Ehud Barak, leader of the main 
opposition Labour Party and a 
former Chief of Staff, said: “Netan¬ 
yahu's slip of the toneuc causes 
grave danger to the possibility of 
the chance of reaching a political 
arrangement and damages the sec¬ 


urity of the country.” Ephraim 
Sneh. a Labour deputy- and former 
military governor of the West Bank, 
said: “Netanyahu’s manoeuvres are 
destined to cause bloodshed.” 

Government spokesmen said 
that there was no chance of M r Net¬ 
anyahu retracting his remarks. 

Members of Tsomet said that 
keeping open the annexation op¬ 
tion was a key reason why Mr Net¬ 
anyahu is so reluctant to hand over 
more Israeli-occupied West Bank 
land to the PLO. as stipulated by 
the peace agreement "The less land 
the Palestinians control in the early 
stages, the easier it will be for us to 
annex in the future. - one said. 
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Sharif wins all 

as Pakistan 
state crumbles 
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THE Presideru of Pakistan 
resigned last night after losing 
a power struggle with Nawaz 
Sharif, the Prime Minister. 

It took the Pakistan Army, 
desperate to avoid a coup, ro 
save what is left of a crum¬ 
bling democracy. The Islamic 
state, exhausted by weeks of 
conflict, has been left in consti¬ 
tutional and economic chaos. 

Mr Sharif now looks unas¬ 
sailable. his authoritarian ten¬ 
dencies well established, the 
army unwilling to topple him 
and'the National Assembly 
firmly under his control. No 
elected leader has enjoyed 
such power. With so few 
restraints, there will be over¬ 
whelming temptation to move 
towards a more dictatorial 
style of government. 

President Leghari, in an 
emotional farewell speech 
from the presidential palace, 
said that he held the constitu¬ 
tion above self-interesn hardly 
a convincing comment after a 
long battle that has almost 
destroyed vital government 
and judicial institutions. 

The Supreme Court has in 
effect collapsed in a mutiny 
against (he Chief Justice, also 
locked in a losing fighr with 
Mr Sharif. He will be ousted 
soon — another victim of the 
Prime Minister’s power. 

Recent events are a calamity 
for a country with no centres 


Constitutional 
chaos reigns 
in Islamabad, 
Christopher 
Thomas reports 

of sustainable power save for 
rhe army. Mr Leghari would 
not hare gone without being 
pushed, however subtly, by 
the generals. They were bound 
to engineer the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s survival because the only 
alternative was martial law. a 
fact that emboldened Mr Sha¬ 
rif to take on two such impor¬ 
tant institutions. 

The office of the presidency, 
once treated with respect, is 
now discredited by the dirty 
tactics of the past weeks. The 
higher judiciary has been 
soiled by its political partiatiiy. 
Pakistan has moved a notch 
closer to becoming a foiled 
state and some argue it al¬ 
ready is one. Islamic extrem¬ 
ists sense their rime may be 
coming as the nation staggers 
towards one of its greatest 
financial crises. 

Sajjad Ali Shah, the Chief 
Justice, who fought Mr Sharif 
over who had the right to 




Sharifr now firmly in 
control in Islamabad 


Leghari: an emotional 
farewell speech 


appoint senior judges, yester¬ 
day restored the authority of 
the President to dismiss the 
Prime Minister, a desperate 
last attempt to get rid of Mr 
Sharif. It was backed by the 
President and the Govern¬ 
ment immediately began 
moves to impeach him. 

Rebel judges challenged Mr 
Shah’s right to make the 
ruling, leaving the authority of 
die nation's ultimate legal 
arbiter in tatters. In effect, 
there is no longer a Supreme 
Court in Pakistan. Mr Sharif 
will ensure that the next 
President and Chief Justice 
are to his liking. He is 
considering various constitu¬ 
tional changes further to en¬ 
trench his authority. 

Every government elected 
since the end of martial law in 
1985 has been dismissed by the 
President, including Mr Sha- 
riPs in his first term of office. 
Benazir Bhutto's administra¬ 
tion was dismissed last year 
under the same provision. 
Both had fallen foul of the 
army. Mr Sharif used his 
huge parliamentary majority 
eight months ago to remove 
the power of dismissal. 

Never has Pakistan faced 
such a prolonged constitution¬ 
al mess. Nor has it put its 
parliamentary democracy so 
derisively on the line since its 
restoration in 1988. Mr Sharif 
raised the stakes on Monday 
night by attacking the Chief 
Justice and the President on 
television, accusing them of 
conspiring against him. That 
it turns out, was a reasonable 
interpretation. 

Government in Islamabad ! 
remains at a standstill and the i 
stock market has fallen. For¬ 
eign exchange reserves have i 
plunged. In another era the 
army would have taken over. 
This’ rime, the looming eco¬ 
nomic crisis doubtless de¬ 
terred ir from doing so. given 
the certainty that international 
financial institutions would 
have shunned a nation led by 
military dictators. 
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Father wins plea over 
killing disabled girl 


From Tom Rhodes in Washington 


IN AN unprecedented verdict 
that outraged disabled rights 
groups yesterday, a Canadian 
farmer convicted of killing his 
handicapped daughter was 
exempted from the mandatory 
sentence for second degree 
murder and instead jailed for 
a year. 

Robert Latimer, 44, had 
confessed that four years ago 
he killed Tracy. 12, as an act of 
mercy to spare her the increas¬ 
ing horrors of encroaching 
cerebral palsy. 

Twice convicted of second 
degree murder, Latimer’s case 
has become both a cause 
celebre and a lightning rod in 
the debate over euthanasia in 
Canada, a country that en¬ 
shrines the rights of disabled 
people at the heart of its 
Constitution. 

In a derision which dis¬ 
mayed the disabled commun¬ 
ity last night, however, a judge 
for the first time in Canadian 


history swept aside the man¬ 
datory minimum sentence of 
25 years and ordered Latimer 
to spend one year behind bars 
and 364 days on probation at 
his wheat farm in die western 
province of Saskatchewan. 
Judge Ted Noble said a man¬ 
datory life sentence would be a 
“cruel and unusual 
punishment". 

His ruling was condemned 
by disabled groups which said 
it was a sign of effective 
support for the “barnyard 
ethics'* of killing the weak and 
infirm. A coalition of organ¬ 
isations is campaigning to 
have die verdict overturned 
through the Canadian Su¬ 
preme Court 

"We are horrified," said 
Diane Richler of the Canadian 
Association for Community 
Living, an advocacy group for 
the disabled. "This verdict is 
terrifying for anyone who has 
a disability in Canada. Tracy 


Larim er did not choose to die. 
She was murdered and justice 
should be served."Latimer 
admitted that in October 1993. 
while his wife and three other 
children were at church, he 
carried Tracy out of the family 
farmhouse in Wilkie and 
placed her in his pickup truck. 

After feeding a pipe from the 
exhaust into the cab. he left tbe 
engine running and watched 
through die window for die 
seven minutes it took Tracy to 
die. "If she had started to ay I 
would have taken her out of 
there." hesaid. 

During the trial Larimer 
said that surgery performed 
on Tracy a year before her 
death had transformed her 
into a victim in constant 
agony. "With the combination 
of a feeding tube, rods in her 
back, the leg cut and flopping 
around and bedsores, how can 
people say she was a happy 
little girl?" Latimer said. 


Dhaka signs pact with rebel tribes to end bush war 


From Ahmed Fazl 

IN DHAKA 

THE Bangladesh authorities 
and the Chakma rebels signed 
a peace accord yesterday, dos¬ 
ing a bloody chapter in a two- 
decade-old campaign for a 
tribal homeland in'the coun¬ 
try's southeastern hills. 

The landmark agreement 
was reached after seven 


rounds of talks between gov¬ 
ernment representatives and 
the Shanti Bahini tribal guer¬ 
rillas over rhe past year. 
J. B. Laima. the former guer¬ 
rilla commander who led the 
protracted negotiations with 
the Government, signed die 
accord for the rebels. 

Sheikh Hasina, the Prime 
Minister, who watched the 
signing ceremony along with 


her Cabinet colleagues and 
senior army generals, said the 
accord was intended to restore 
peace on the lush Chittagong 
Hill Tracts after an on-off 
bush war that had left 10.000 
people, mostly civilians, dead. 

The accord provides for a 
22-member regional council 
headed by a tribal leader with 
sweeping autonomy to admin¬ 
ister the 5,000 square miles of 


hills rising from the Bay of 
Bengal and bordering eastern 
India and Burma. Earlier, 
tribal rebels scaled down their 
demand for independence. 

The armed campaign for a 
separate homeland for the half 
a million minority tribe domi¬ 
nated by ethnic Buddhist 
Chakmas had meant keeping 
about 20.000 regular soldiers, 
paramilitary troops and 


armed police in the area. 
Thousands of tribal families 
had fled the bonier to escape 
the fighting 

The insurgency was 
sparked off by a decision of a 
former military regime to 
settle Bengali Muslims in the 
hills under state patronage in 
die 1970s. Ordinary tribes 
complained of being swamped 
by the influx of people from 


the plains. Rebel tribesmen 
armed with both automatic 
guns and traditional spears 
are to surrender their weap¬ 
ons under an amnesty. 

The Government will in 
return pull back the army 
from suspected guerrilla hide¬ 
outs. The Government also 
agreed to frame laws banning 
the sale of tribal land to rion- 
tribal individuals. 


Loneliness is just one problem | World Cup pitched into green row 


And it is a fairly common problem for seafarers 
away from home for months at a time. 

But it is one of the troubles that people bring to us. 
As a Christian society working among seafarers 
we are asked for all kinds of help - spiritual, 
emotional, social and practical. 

And we are there, ready to give all the help we 
can, in all parts of the world. To give this help we 
depend entirely upon 
voluntary contributions.j^^BBj^ 

Please help us to continue 

the Anglican Church's b! PBP ftih- 

ministry to seafarers by 

a legacy or please send 

whatever you can to 

The Missions to Seamen, 

Freepost, 

London EC4B 4EP. 
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A ROW has broken out at the new World 
Cup football stadium outside Paris amid 
claims that underground pollution at the 
site Is turning the pitch yellow. 

The Stade de France, where next year’s 
World Cup final will be played on July 12. 
is bum on the site of a former gasworks 
and French environmental groups allege 
that the "jaundice" affecting the newly 
laid grass is the result of inadequate anti¬ 
pollution measures. 

The dispute, erupting just before 
tomorrow's World Cup draw in Mar¬ 
seilles, has embarrassed the stadium 
authorities, who insist that the odd colour 
in parts of die new pitch is a minor and 
temporary problem. "The grass might be 
slightly less beautiful than usual at tbe 
moment, but that is because it has just 
been treated. It is absolutely not the result 
of pollution." Stephanie Husson, a 
stadium official, said. 

Environmentalists, however, say that 
groundwater beneath the pitch is saturat¬ 
ed with hydrocarbons and other toxic 
chemical waste left by tbe former 


From Ben Macintyre in paris 

gasworks. "The yellowing is an indicator 
of die pollution," Jacky Bonnemains, 
head of die environmental pressure 
group Robin des Bo is, said this week. 
“The grass is growing very badly as a 
direct result of die underground contami¬ 
nation. which was just covered up." He 
said that the area has been on a national 


6 The grass might be 
slightly less beautiful than 
usual but it is not the 
result of pollution 9 


inventory of polluted sites since 1994. The 
designers of the stadium, which was built 
in 31 months at a cost of £250 million, say 
that elaborate measures are in place to 
p rev en t pollution seeping to the surface, 
including plastic sheeting and a thick 
layer of concrete below the sofl. 
M Boimemains said that such precau¬ 


tions were simply evidence that the 
architects were afraid of the effects of gas 
pollution. 

The pitch first began developing 
yellow areas last month. Jean-Kerre 
Lebouchcr, consultant lawn engineer for 
the Stade de France, put the problem 
down to sanding and about 30 square 
yards were “patched" with new turf, 
producing an effect which die newspaper 
Le Parisien compared to the skin disease 
alopecia. M Leboucher said that the 
condition wo aid dear up quickly, but tbe 
pitch remains distinctly off-colour The 
weekly Journal du Dimanche reported 
that gardeners believed this was due to 
"mismanaged grass-cutting". 

Ecologists say that a serious flood, 
causing the polluted groundwater to rise, 
could damage the grass and might even 
affect players or spectators in hot 
conditions. M Boimemains said that the 
level of pollution was known before 
construction started. 

World Cup seed in gs, page 48 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Upper-caste Hindus 


massacre 


Lakshmanpun Hundreds of upper-caste Hindus slaughtered at 
least 64 people in an overnight attack in this east Indian village 
of low-caste fan ners, 75 miles from Patna, die Bihar, state 
capifaL All the victims, nineteen of them teenagers and fouraged 
under five, were Iowcaste Hindus. 

Police blamed the Ranbir Sena, an illegal private militia 
composed mostly of upper-caste landowners. The local police 
chief said about 300 armed men entered hones at night and 
methodically shot and stabbed their victims for two hairs. (AP) 

Blast kills Russian miners 

Moscow: At least 60 Russian miners out of more than 100 under 
ground were foiled in an explosion at Zyryanovskaya coalmine 
m Novokuznetsk. Western Siberia (Robin Lodge writes]. 
Rescuers were still bringing bodies to the surface 18 hoursafter 
die blast which left six miners suffering serious burns. 

Gaddafi thanked by Chirac 

Paris: President Chirac of France has called for unproved 
relations between France and Libya (Ben Macintyre writes). In a 
personal message. M Chirac also thanked.Golonel Gaddafi, the 
Libyan leader, for Tripoli's help in the investigation of the 
terrorist bombing of a French airliner in J989.. ’ 

Giuliani’s unwanted publicity 

New York: A judge here has rejected 
-an attempt by Rudolph Giuliani, the 
Mayor, right, to ban advertisements 
poking fun at him, with the tart 
comment "Who would think that the : 

Mayor would object .to more publici¬ 
ty?" (James Bonewrites). Mr Giuliani 
had gone to court to fight advertise¬ 
ments placed by New York magazine 
because they took his name in vain. : 

The ads described the glossy as 
“possibly the onfy good thing in New 
York. Rudy hasn't taken credit for". 

‘Illegal marriage’ couple shot 

Peshawar A woman who married her son-in-law was shot dead 
by family members after tribal derics in Pafostan’s Norfb West 
Frontier Province, ruled the marriage contravened Islamic law. 
Her son-in-law, whom she had married four yearsago, was also 
executed.Thqrhadtwochildren. (AP) . . ..• 

Mubarak sons end libel case 

CairaTwosons of President Mubarak ctfEgyptdroppeda libel 
action against six journalists after, a new apology — leading al - 
Sharq al-Awsat, the Arab daily newspaper, to reopen its office 
here. The journalistshad appeajed-after bdng found guilty over 
a promotion for-an ultimately unpublished article. (AP) 


SRI LANKA 

7 night SERENDIPITY TOUR , plus 7 nights 
- .. Mermaid Hotel (Al) from £741 

A unique cultural experience includes the rock 
fortress at Sigiriya, Kandy and the hill country of 
Ntewara EUya. Combined with the Mermaid HoteL 
Al *. AUJbudnsioez all meals end locally produced beers, 

■ spirits & soft drinks are included. 
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Reno set to clear Clinton and Gore of illegal fundraising 

n exiraordinarv w«r — w 


A ” exiniordinajy year 

™ allegations that 

J^wahitonand 

™iilSf^ enra ' s hws 0" 

political fundraising was set 
to*. 

|E te T?fy when Janet Reno. 
UK Anomey-Gcoeral, in a 

EjE!®? d ™ fted mimites 
before she spoke, prepared to 

J^,.' hcir Mkms “ 

Ms Rwo’s decision, which 
P nn ? ,k fd a Protest from the 
*rad of the FBI ahead of her 
aatement. would draw a line 
? nder i *e accusations that 
haw dogged Mr Clinton and 
Vice-President, A! Gore. 
«nce the November 1996 
election. 

It would also leave Mr 



AMERICAN 

AGENDA 

Gore free to pursue the 
presidency in 2000 with his 
image, as Mr Clean only 
slightly tarnished, and'would 
. give the Democratic Party a 


faint hope that it can repair 
its ravaged finances before 
next year's crucial congressio¬ 
nal elections. 

Mr Clinton said yesterday, 
"this should be staidly a 
question of the law, not 
political pressure. I have 
scrupulously refrained from 
saying anything in public or 
private” to Ms Reno. 

Furious Republicans yes¬ 
terday denounced Ms Reno's 
expected ruling, accusing her 
of eccentricity and myopia in 
focusing on one highly tech¬ 
nical. accusation out of the 
dond swirling around 'the 
White Horse. TTiey daixn 
that Ms Reno, both a Demo¬ 
crat and : a presidential ap¬ 
pointee, is . protecting the 
President-wife her decision. 


But the truth appears much 
more interesting. A fiercely 
solitary figure, who speaks 
sfdwiy and impassively, Ms 
Reno has battled through the 
case while suffering the early 
stages of Parkinson's disease 
as well as attacks from both 
political wings. 

The Democrat-leaning 
New York Times has repeat¬ 
edly lambasted her in its 
editorials, while she has a 
axA relationship with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton hhnsdf, who 
was widely reported to want 
to replace her a year ago. 

.- He did not dare, and not 
just because he would seem 
to be shielding himself, To 
the bewilderment of Wash¬ 
ington. Ms Reno remains 
hugely popular across the 


country. Hot admission that 
she mishandled the 
Texas siege of the Branch 
Da vidian compound in Waco 
in 1993 won her many fanaso 
has die view' that she is a 
purist, trying to practise law. 
not politics. 

But was yesterday’s expect¬ 
ed decision right? There are 
good reasons to say it was. 
Even some congressional Re¬ 
publicans agree on the tech¬ 
nical point that fundraising 
calls made by Mr Clinton 
and Mr Gore from inside the 
White House were legal. 


M any lawyers say it 
would take an odd 
reading of a 114- 
year-old statute to say other¬ 
wise. Ordinary Americans 


agree with Jay Lena the talk 
show host, who asked* 
"Where’s the President sup¬ 
posed to go to make his 
phone calls — down to the 7- 

nr 

The real heat centres on 
whether Ms Reno was right 
to dismiss more colourful 
allegations early on. such as 
whether Mr Clinton was 
wrong to entertain party do¬ 
nors with White House coffee 
mornings, or to provide 
nights in the Lincoln Bed¬ 
room. Ms Reno concluded 
that there was no single 
action which was clearly 
illegal. 

The most explosive issue of 
aO is whether the Democratic 
Party illegally sought dona¬ 
tions from foreigners. Ms 


Reno’s view that there was 
not enough evidence to bring 
charges was finally shared, 
reluctantly, by the Senate 
committee headed by Fred 
Thompson, a Republican, de¬ 
spite his declaration that he 
would prove a “China con¬ 
nection” to the White House. 

T hese money-grubbing 
stories add up to a 
picture of Democratic 
desperation approaching 
panic. But there is no se¬ 
quence as pointedly embar¬ 
rassing as. say, the Formula 
One row in Britain. 

The popular appeal of the 
Republicans* case would be 
stronger if they had not 
quashed in October the only 
Bill likely to reform the 


Relief in Nato 
as Britain lifts 
veto on Rock 


fundraising roles. 

After 13 months of scandal, 
the White House will now 
have to contend only with a 
noisy but chaotic inquiry by 
the House of Represent¬ 
atives. 

As for Ms Reno herself, she 
confided to the New Yorker 
magazine last week that "i’d 
like to get into a truck, and 
put in a cooler and a stove, 
and a little dresser drawer 
and a place for a cot Then... 
take off across the country." 

Mr Clinton and Mr Gore 
must now be grateful for that 
instinct for self-sufficiency. 
They seem set to receive 
an invaluable boost from 
someone whom they only 
recently appeared to want to 
sack. 


PAULMcERLANE /AP 


From Michael Evans in £rgsseis 


BRITAIN moved yesterday to. 
unblock an increasingly bitter 
impasse with Spain over Gi¬ 
braltar by making a conces¬ 
sion that took Nato defence 
ministers by surprise. 

London had been holding 
the rest of the alliance to 
ransom by refusing to approve 
a long-planned reform of 
Nato’s command structure un¬ 
til Spain agreed to drop its 
restrictions on British military 
aircraft and warships using 
Spanish facilities when travel 
ling to and from Gibraltar. 

The dispute hetween Britain 
and Spain, originating from 
the centuries-old rivalry over 
ownership of The Rode, was 
the only territorial dispute 
standing in the way of anewiy 
restructured alliance. Even 
the Greeks and Turks compro¬ 
mised over their historic feud, 
over the Aegean Sea in a deal 
forged over dinner in Brussels 
on Monday night. 

With Nate'S military becom¬ 
ing increasingly exasperated 
over Britain's decision to Mode 
approval for the n tu l ook 
alliance, the British were 
being seen as fee bad guys, 
even, though there was act. 
element of sympathy for 
London's case- ' 

However, despite gpring fee 
impression last week fear 
there would be noccocesswns, 
George Robertson, fee .Do* 
fence Secretary, told Ms Mata 
counterparts at a HKttHM 
yesterday that Britam wuok* 
lift its veto over fee new 
command sfrtrarc and, 
would deal noth fee Spanish 
as a separate issue. r- * 

Spain will now have about 


12 months tomakeade^lwith 
Britain over military,. travel 
restrictions otorrf Gfla^dtar or 
risk having' Londbi; ; vao its 
applications join Rato’s inte¬ 
grated structure. Mr'Robert-, 
son said it; sfrhoid ^possible 
for Spain ahd! Britain to."be¬ 
have like ad^fs” 3fsd £> qegne 
to a sensible compr gr mse. 

The anTiiaH tf H w^it xaused 
such reffrf at.ff&frieetiagfeat 
GeneraliQaus Nautriaijn. fee 
GmrranTfeainnair of Nate's 
Mififeuy Qommiuee. neariy 
“bit the hand off”, a senior 
British official hr hi<f e nthusi¬ 
asm.-Within r n jnm p*; General 
Nauraann summoned ameer-, 
mg oLfee mffitary committee 
to complete&e fruatefemena 
of the ,;reforiP^. command 
structure. . *.i - 4 • • / • t 

Although: Spanish officials' 
£ud Me j^er&ori's xqocss^ 
fen breakfertiugfr. 

Briijto-’officials emphasised 
• • •*-’ - -» - 


rbackJash 


.^■j^oreo&iiOTafingTwfe 

jfeG^attnjed group ETA 
ftSfeTremlett writes). Two 


cadi by 
l yester- 
-of ETA 


. tint tile Government was not 
^considering any big conces- 
y saons on fee key points feat 
•'divide Spain and Britain, 
j Ministers ^till want Spain to 
drop its restrictions on access 
' toSpanish airspace and prats, 
and refuse to contemplate 
.. Madrid’s .dernand for joint 
control of Gibraltar AfrporL 
British officials said that 
. Spain was itiow. expected to 
make concessions and if it 
foiled to do so. "fee Spanish 
will be seen as the bad guys” 
All the pressure would be on 
tite Spanish. One official said: 
"Whatever arrangement we 
come to wife Spun, it will be 
T /sovereignly neutral*. Nothing 
that could he portrayed as a 
co mprom ise an, sovereignty 
will be allowed." 

; The affiance will be based 
- QD two Tpgfnal mirnnanri cen¬ 
tres in Europe — a northern 
headquarters at Brunssum in 
The Netherlands and a south- 
" em one in Naples — replacing 
the three headquarters, nt 
duding one at High Wyaxnbe 
in Buckinghamshire, which 
will be abolished. . . 

V British officials said feat 
even though Mr RoMnscn 
-had approved in principle the 
reformed command str u cture, 
there was still scope for block¬ 
ing detailed dements of the 
new fcrmar which did nor suit 
Britain. One potential area of 
rivalry concerns fee "flags to 
posts’* system under which 
Nato members will carve up 
between then what is left of thq ^ 
senior command appoint¬ 
ments after the reduction in 
regional headquarters from 
three to two. 



Russian inspectors examining Lynx Helicopters at RAF Aldergrove in Ulster yesterday as part of the Conventional Forces in Europe treaty 

Yeltsin ‘cutting nuclear warheads by third’ 


FRom Robin lodge 

' IN MOSCOW 

PRESIDENT YELTSIN an¬ 
nounced yesterday that Russia 
would unflaterally cut its 
nudear warheads by one 
third. Speaking in Stockholm 
at the start of a three-day visit 
to Sweden, he said that the 
move was pan of his objective 
to eliminate nuclear weapons 
from tiie world. 

“I announce here. For fee 
first time, that we will unilat¬ 
erally reduce the quantity of 
nuclear warheads by a further 
one third." Mr Yeltsin told a 
news conference. “It is time for 
us to take this matter to its nat¬ 
ural conclusion and destroy 
nuclear weapons altogether.” 

The dramatic announce¬ 
ment was in keeping with 
similar statements in the past 
by Mr Yeltsin, an old hand at 
attracting world attention 


while on foreign visits. Same 
of those earlier announce¬ 
ments have not always sur¬ 
vived closer scrutiny — a 
pledge this year to stop target¬ 
ing Western cities from Rus¬ 
sian missile silos was 
dismissed by experts as an 
empty gesture. 

But against fee background 
of tortuous arras negotiations 


over the past few decades, fee 
notion of such a substantial 
cut in the Russian nudear 
arsenal will be greeted with 
incredulity in the West and 
wife alarm by senior figures 
in fee Russian military. 

Mr Yeltsin was already 
hoping to use his time in 
Sweden to bolster Moscow's 
delicate relations with fee 


Baltic region. He is known to 
be keen to reinvigorate his 
proposal for Russia to provide 
security guarantees to Lithua¬ 
nia. Latvia and Estonia, and 
thus dissuade them from join¬ 
ing Nato. 

The proposal was firmly 
rqected by those states, all of 
which rerain a strong suspi¬ 
cion of Moscow after neariy 


half a century of Soviet occu¬ 
pation. Mr Yeltsin may hope 
to win some support in Stock¬ 
holm. which maintained its 
neutrality throughout the 
Cold War. But diplomats said 
that Sweden, which has built 
up good relations with the 
Baltic states since their inde¬ 
pendence. has little enthusi¬ 
asm for fee idea. 
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Better 


Nicole Contos was left at the altar when her 
fiance bolted to Tahiti. Athena Malpas, who 
was an English guest at the extravagant bridal 
shower, thinks Nicole had a lucky escape 


T he unfortunate plight 
erf Nicole Cantos, who 
was left standing 
alone at the altar, 
has. for reasons beyond me. 
snowballed into a foil media 
event in New York. In no time 
at all, this obscure CAP 
(Greek American Princess) 
has gone from being a kinder¬ 
garten teacher to publicly per¬ 
forming her own personal 
Greek tragedy. 

The story has been covered 
by CBS. ABC NBC. CNN and 
Fox TV; she has appeared 
twice on the cover of the New 
York Daily News: she has 
turned down the Sally Jesse 
Raphael Show but is holding 
out for Oprah: Ru Paul has 

become a big sup- _ 

porter with his slo¬ 
gan “Yo, go Nicole 
go!": the controver¬ 
sial and outspoken 
Howard Stern 
quipped less sym¬ 
pathetically, “Hey, 
you can't blame the 
guy. She needs im¬ 
plants.'* Barbara 
Walters seems un¬ 
convinced. David 
Letterman has yet 
to comment Book 
deals and movie 
rights are apparently being 
negotiated. Here in the UK. 
the story has managed to find 
its way into the broadsheets 
and tabloids, and was covered 
by radio and television. 

Once upon a time, a Greek 
wedding was a simple affair; 
an occasion for dose friends 
and family to celebrate die 
pining together of two young 
people. A proposal would be 
followed by a traditional en¬ 
gagement service blessed by a 
priest and simple gold bands 
would be exchanged. En¬ 
graved in each band would be 
die names of the betrothed. 
These rings were worn on die 
left hand until the wedding, 
when they would be trans¬ 
ferred to the right hand. 

Weddings are now [ike 
Christmas, no longer sacred. 
No more are they private 


‘I might 
somehow 
have put a 
curse on 
her special 
day’ 


events shared with those 
nearest and dearest but with 
everybody and anybody — 
and if you are deemed interest¬ 
ing enough, you can invite die 
readers of Hello! and OK! to 
share your special day as well. 
Once the engagement is an¬ 
nounced you are on the matri¬ 
monial conveyer belt and 
there are now wedding co¬ 
ordinators and wedding con¬ 
sultants to help you to spend, 
spend, spend while you are on 
the way. Even before they 
exchange vows, the bride and 
groom will have held engage¬ 
ment parties, bridal showers, 
stag nights, hen parties and 
rehearsal dinners. 

It is difficult to understand 
_____ why Nicole got 

caught up in this 
media circus. After 
all the lengthy 
preparations and 
warm-up celebra¬ 
tions, followed by 
the shock of the 
groom fleeing on 
honeymoon by 
himself, one would 
have thought that 
she would take 
some time off to get 
______ over it. She was 

admired and ap¬ 
plauded for going on with the 
reception regardless, and 
being the first to dance to / 
Will Survive. 

After such an heroic perfor¬ 
mance, a rather dignified 
Garboesque "I want to be 
alone 0 response to any media 
interest was expected. But the 
show appears to have gone an 
with a remarkable twist to the 
plot that has left people in her 
rirde feeling uncomfortable. 

During a recent visit to New 
York I had the pleasure of 
attending Nicoles bridal 
shower. I cannot claim to be 
more than a passing acquaint¬ 
ance. but a mutual Mend 
thought it would be nice for 
the bride-to-be to meet some¬ 
one from London who would 
be able to take Nicole under 
her wing when she moved to 
England after the nuptials. 1 
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oouldnt help feeling, however, 
when I heard the news about 
the groom’s failure to 
materialise at the wedding a 
month later, that my presence 
at the shower might have had 
the same effect as die wicked 
witch at Sleeping Beauty's 
christening. Had I somehow 
unwittingly put a curse on the 
proceedings? 

For those not in the know, a 
bridal shower is one of those 
strange ritual gatherings that 
take place as a prequel to the 
actual wedding celebrations. 
This is an American tradition 
that involves a lot of women 
getting together to shower the 
bride with gifts and goodwill 
as she embarks on the path to 
matrimony. Bridal showers 
used to be small, intimate, 
giris-only events, organised in 
someone’s home for friends to 
giggle over gifts of naughty 
nighties and edible under¬ 
wear. Now they have evolved 
into foil-blown receptions, at¬ 
tended by many females, and 
the gifts are purchased from a 
separate list from the main 
wedding list and at an exclu¬ 
sive department store. 

M y experience at 
this gathering 
was an example 
of how excessive 
these wedding festivities have 
become. I arrived late at an 
Upper East Side hotel to what 
I expected would be an infor¬ 
mal and relaxed gathering, 
only to find that a formal, sit- 
down English tea was in 
progress. Only the New York 
haute bourgeoisie hold these 
Merchant Ivory-style tea par¬ 
ties — I cannot remember 
when, outside the portals of 
Fortnum & Mason. I last 
attended tea complete with 
cucumber sandwiches in Eng¬ 
land. The tables were sumptu¬ 
ously laid with fine china and 
cutlery, decorated with lovely 
flowers, stands were laden 
with little cakes, there were 
scones, cream and jam as well 
as delicately cut sandwiches. 
The waiters discreetly moved 
from table to table serving tea 
from elegant silver teapots. 

Despite this feast 1 was the 
only one happily spreading 
cream and jam an ray scones. 
The women seated at my table 
seemed to subscribe to the 
philosophy that you can never 
be too rich dr too thin; then- 
food remained untouched. 
They were all impeccably 
groomed. 

I noticed there was a lot of 
grey, grey being this year's 
fashionable colour, and Her¬ 
mes KeUy bags appeared to be 
de rigueur. Their faces were 
mare Jackie than Jackie's; 
expressionless and cold. They 
wore the official and superfi¬ 
cial smiles more commonly 
associated with a senator’s 
wife enduring a fundraising 
dinner. Girlish joy and spon¬ 
taneity were notably scarce. 

I cannot say I found myself 
in overwhelmingly warm and 
friendly company. Mind you, I 
don’t think I did my best to 
endear myself to them. “You’re 
from London?" I was asked 
"Yes." I replied popping a 
sandwich into my mouth. 
“You must have been devastat¬ 
ed when Diana died?" Eyes 
looked at me with deepest 
sympathy. “Weil, no actually. 
Frankly after the mass hyste¬ 
ria that gripped Britain, I 
couldn’t have been more re¬ 
lieved when they finally laid 
her to rest and we got back to 
normal life." 

All I heard was the shocked 
chink of cup against saucer 
and my gaze was met with 
silence and horrified stares. 
"Well, we loved her." said my 
neighbour recovering, “She 
was like our Princess." The 
message was very dear — we 
appreciated her, even if you 
didn’t “I can still remember 
the way she looked at Charles 
an her wedding day — so in 
love," added another. “It was 
like a fairytale." 

“Well, yes it certainly was 
that — a fairytale,” I conceded. 
Thankfully, the waiter arrived 
to offer me another cup of tea. 1 
was tempted to ask for a large 
vodka tonic, but resisted. In¬ 
stead 1 excused myself, locked 
myself in the ladies and 
smoked an fllirit cigarette 
practically in one breath. 

W hen I emerged 
from indulging 
my politically in¬ 
correct habit, the 
bride-to-be had started open¬ 
ing her large pile of gifts, 
including turquoise boxes 
from Tiffany and green boxes 
from the exclusive kitchen¬ 
ware shop. Wflliaras-Sanoma. 

I noticed that she seemed to 
be receiving two of everything. 

I asked if her wedding consul¬ 
tant had made a mistake. "Oh 
no." I was told. "She’s ordered 
two of everything. One set for 
her apartment in New York 
and the other for her new 
home in England." "Where is 
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Maybe 

Anjana Abuja 
on alternative 
treatments 

ASHLEY FALLON Iks a fife 
quite enfike those of mast 
five-yesuHrfd girfe. She has 
suffered from eczema since 
she was three months old. she 
suatdi e s herself mgg she 
Meeds and she seeds an 
armoury off steroid j u aw tH i , 
coal tear bandages and pifis 
just to get to deep cadi slg&s 
Ashley’s father left fire farotiy 
home recently, and a turbu- 
knr home Iflfe is thought to 
make nffieis worse. 

Herinu&er,Midx&; com¬ 
plains that Ashley Ts “pre¬ 
scribed flie note mmgs over 
and over again”. Not sur¬ 
prisingly, she is losing faith 
wi focopyenti onal treatments. 

ht desperation, die Rdfoss, 

. from North London, - have 
turned to 


which works on the _ 
that a substance that causes 
fflness can cure wheft admin¬ 
istered in yay low quantities. 

Ashley is featozed fa Natu¬ 
ral Bom Healers (Channel 4, 
tomorrow, -Sprn}. a series of 
documentaries on alternative 
therapies. Each programme 
examines the effects of a treat¬ 
ment; such as. homoeo pat hy, 
cm one individual over three 
months. Re fr e shing ly. fire se¬ 
ries does not show ahematzve 
therapists as nriracfe-wcakers. 
Instead, k explores &e relat¬ 
ionship between orthodox 
and conq&meutiny medt- 
rine, which favotres sceptical 
GPS who must juggle their 
shrinking budgets warty, al¬ 
ternative t herapists who are 
under pressure to.produce 
immediate results fond rarely 


Jilted bride Nicole Contos, courted by press and TV alike, is said to be negotiating book and film rights 


do) and 

willing m tryarn yflimg 


WITHIN three weeks ef treat¬ 
ment at the Royal London 
Homoeopathic Hospital, Ash¬ 
ley was happier and die 
scratching had died down. It 
was. Mrs Fhfian. befictes. her 
daughter’s longest remission 
m fiveyears. 

However, Dr Corad Flem¬ 
ing, the family's GP, who 
describes Ashley's condition 
as very bad, does not bdieve 
that h om oeopathy can claim 
the credit. He says: "The kind 
of dilutions they use are 
ridiculous. It’s the equivalent 
of dropping an aspirin in the 
Boulder pant and. giving 
water to someone to drink to 
core a headache.” Ashley’s 
i mpro v ement he says, is be¬ 
cause eczema wares and 
wanes; and the condition was 
lying low at die time ef treat¬ 
ment He also thinks positive 
drinking helped. “Ifs a sym- 
patbetic magic," he says. 

Hi s suspicions wise con¬ 
firmed when the er/rma 
flared op again soon 
afterwards. 

Nigella Lawson is away. 


she going to live?" I inquired. 
“On die Wentworth Estate," 
her friend and bridesmaid-to- 
be answered proudly. I obvi¬ 
ously failed to give the right 
reaction. “Do you know the 
Wentworth Estate?" She pro¬ 
nounced it Went Worth. Again 
I looked blank. “It’s supposed 
to be really beautiful, set on a 
golf course, and Fergie lives 
there." At that point, rather 
than risk alienating myself 
further by passing comment 


on that particular fairy prin¬ 
cess, I excused myself for 
another nicotine fix. 

In retrospect, Nicole, I cer¬ 
tainly hope my cynicism about 
fairytale weddings and prin¬ 
cesses did not cast an evil spell 
over what was to be your 
special day. 

On the other hand, perhaps 
I brought you good luck. Once 
your busy schedule has died 
down, maybe you’ll find time 
to come to London. I’d love to 


invite you to a proper English 
tea, served in a mug, possibly 
along with a packet of Jaffa 
Cakes and tell you how you 
have been saved from a life of 
boredpm. 

I mean, what twenty- 
something girl in her right 
mind would want Inswap the 
excitement of. Manhattan for 
suburban Wentworth. Surrey: 
Besides, in Manhattan you get 
a much better dass of 

neighbour. 
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Roger Scruton 
has views that 
put him at 
odds with fellow 
philosophers. 
Interview by 
Jason Cowley 

I t is hard not to have an 
opinion about Roger 
Scruton. From the 30- 
acre farm in Wiltshire he 
shares with his young wife, 
Sophie. 2S years his junior, die 
flame-haired Scruton 
launches missiles of disgust 
against what he sees as the ills 
of modernity. Single mothers, 
homosexuals, socialists, femi¬ 
nists. television, popular cul¬ 
ture: all find a place in his 
ministry of contempt 
There is considerable hum¬ 
our in Sermon's unashamed 
fogeyism and reactionary zeal, 
but others don't always see it 
that way: he is widely ridi¬ 
culed and traduced. The writer 
Ted Honderich calls him the 
“unthinking man's thinking 
man". John Haldane, a friend 
and fellow philosopher, com¬ 
ments on his “juvenile desire . 
to infuriate", while others sug¬ 
gest that he holds views that 
would not disappoint the most 
randd London cabbie. And 
many have never forgotten his 
support of Enoch Powell, or 
his decision in the mid-1980s, 
as editor of the right-wing 
Salisbun> Review, ro publish 
an essay by Ray Honeyford 
lamenting the orthodoxy of 
multiculturalism. 

Yet there is another, more 
interesting side that demands 
attention: he is a philosopher 
of remarkahle range and seri¬ 
ousness. His new book. The 
Aesthetics of Music, is that 
rare thing: a work of scholar¬ 
ship that mounts a case for the 
mural significance of music, 
locating it as a character- 
forming discipline, and the 
decline of musical taste as a 
decline in morals. The work 
displays all his virtues as a. 
writer: the stylistic virtuosity,: 
the courageous grappling with 
fundamental questions, the 
muhi-disciplinary- learning, 
the rhetorical flair. 

His ranee and desire io 
address the ordinary, as well 
as specialist, reader is impor¬ 
tant; for many academic phi- • 
lusuphers — dry. technical and 
mired in minutiae — can 
appear to speak only fo them¬ 
selves. But Scruton ha^ the 
nerve to be different, the talent; 
to take risks and the courage to 
rail against received opinion 
— that, for instance, the ab¬ 
stract nature of music defies 
meaning. 

We meet in the small untidy 
mo-room flat he sublets from 
Alan Clark in Albany. Picca¬ 
dilly. where Scruton, crouched 
over a hotplate, is frying 
sausages. 

‘I haw always liked domes¬ 
tic work." he says, striding 
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The new 
therapy— 
painting pots 

The latest party accessory is a 
paintbrush, says Katherine Miller 


“I came back to Cambridge determined to reanimate a political outlook, which involved protecting and preserving things, not destroying them" 


across die room. Tall, lean and 
athletic, be looks younger than 
his S3 years. He is handsomely 
dishevelled. His skin is drawn 
so rightly across his pale face 
that you could strike a match 
onJMs cheekbones. • 

£gear a newspaper pra¬ 
te', 

keeping 

house while Scruton worked 
in his study. “But." Scruton 
explams.1t is quite the opp¬ 
osite. 1 do the cooking, the 
washing-up and all that, and 
ste wrote in her study." His 
expressi on remains sternly un¬ 
smiling. "Urn serious. It’s a 
cfcqxplete reversal of rules." As 
ifte prove his poim. he hands 
me a plate of sausages, cucum¬ 
ber and warm pma bread, 
garnished with ah excellent 
apple chutney he proudly 


claims to have made himself. 

He met Sophie {nee Jeffreys, 
halfsister to the Tory peer 
Lord Jeffreys], his second wife, 
while riding with the Beaufort 
Hunt Scruton fefl off his horse 
and she stopped to help him. 
“Sophie has very courteous, 
old-fashioned manners." he 
says, dreamily. They married 
in December last year. 

There was an immediate 
intimacy between them, but 
their difference in age was a 
problem. Scruton says: “We 
are both very romantic people 
so it Took a long time before 
anything happened. She 
shares many of my interests, 
although she is not musical. 
She reads, but not philosophy/ 
We got to know* each other 
quietly^ and realised that de¬ 
spite the age gap. which we 


discussed many, many times 
before making a move in any 
direction, dial we were made 
for each other. I feel that very 
strongly. I do hope that we 
shall have children, and that I 
will cope as an older father." 
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oger Scruton grew 
up in relative pover¬ 
ty in High Wyc¬ 
ombe, son of a 
Labour-supporting primary 
school teacher. His parents 
had no car and could scarcely 
afford to go on holiday. He 
cryptically wrote about his 
boyhood and his late father in 
a little-read novel, Francesca. 
The narrative is refracted 
through the experiences of an 
aspirant provincial boy. Colin, 
who becomes obsessed with 
the daughter of the local 
aristocrat. But Colin, through 
a quirk of birth, is shut out 
from the world of upper-class 
manners he longs to emulate. 
Yet he retains a romantic 
attachment to the notion of an 
older, more patrician England 
that his father despises. 

“There is a lot of my father 
in that book." Scruton agrees. 
“He never went very far in life 

because he never_ 

had any real quali¬ 
fications. My 
mother, by con¬ 
trast, was lower 
middle-class and 
suburban: there 
was always class 
conflict between 
them of a particu¬ 
larly La wren ti an 
kind." 

Scruton’s route 
out of suburbia 
was familiar for - 

many of his age — 

and background: grammar 
school. “I went to a fantastic 
school High Wycombe Royal 
Grammar School, which com¬ 
pletely transformed my life. 
We never had any books at 
home, yet my school offered 
me a real education." 

He won a science scholar¬ 
ship to-Cambrdige, but quick¬ 
ly changed to philosophy. 
After graduating, he taught in 
France during the student 
riots of 1968. This was the 
defining political event of his 
life. “I found what was hap¬ 
pening intellectually disgrace¬ 
ful and was appalled by the 
way people were pulling 
things down, beautiful and 
carefully made things, and 
putting nothing in their place. 

I came back to Cambridge 
determined to reanimate a 
political outlook for the mod¬ 
em world, which involved 
protecting and preserving 
things, not destroying them." 

He was disgusted, too. by 
the promiscuity and drug cul¬ 
ture of the late 1960s — 
something he experienced 
through firing with a group of 
“dropout druggies" in Rome. 
"The house where 1 stayed was 
owned by the daughter of a 
wealthy publisher she was 
going through a bad Hip and 


wanted to move out of her 
room and into the bathroom, f 
was happy about this because 
I needed lodgings. She fell in 
with some hippies, the Living 
Theatre, a bunch of anti- 
Vietnam dropouts from New 
York. I saw the drug culture 
thing first-hand, and was sick¬ 
ened by the vaporous boring¬ 
ness of the people." 

He concedes, though, that 
sexual liberation seemed like a 
good thing. “But as soon as 
you became seriously involved 
with someone, and saw the 
price that you had to pay in 
terms of jealousy about your 
partner’s past, you realised it 
wasn’t worth ix. A relationship 
clouded by previous ones is 
unlikely to last.” 

It was during this period 
that Scruton met his first wife, 
Danielle Laffitte. 

"ft's difficult to talk about all 
that, but it wasn't very 
happy..." His voice trails 
away. Does he regret the 
failure of an institution in 
which he believes so strongly? 
"Pm not sure,” he says, sigh¬ 
ing. “J was deeply troubled by 
the whole thing for many 
years afterwards. It was more 
_^than 20 years be¬ 
fore I could cope 
with the idea of 
marrying again.” 

How serious is 
Roger Scruton? 
The feeling persists 
among his critics 
that he is not seri¬ 
ous at all: that he 
has squandered 
the chance to make 
an original contri¬ 
bution to philoso- 
phy by dissipating 
his talent across a 
variety of disciplines without 
committing himself to any. 
This has led to charges of 
dilettantism. 

“He is a very interesting 
thinker," says Haldane. “Most 
philosophers have neither die 
ambition nor the aptitude to 
work, as be does, in more than 
a single area. But his contribu¬ 
tion to philosophy is not what 
it might have been given his 
abOiries. He has the gift but 
not the interest to pursue 
philosophy into its details. 
There is die problem, too, of 
what l call this juvenile aspect 
of his character: he is overly 
quick with certain opiniohs. 
and presents things in unhelp¬ 
fully polemical ways. Had the 
ruling orthodoxies of his day 
been on the Right, I think we 
might have found him on the 
Left." 

Last year Scruton' retired 
from academic life, his final 
post bring as a Professor of 
Philosophy at Boston Univer¬ 
sity. He spends most of his 
time in Wiltshire, writing, 
riding to hounds and playing 
the organ at church. He re¬ 
veres the ritual and ornamen¬ 
tation of religon. but is unable 
to make-that final Kantian 
leap into faith. “I have a 
scientific mind: I can’t just 


dismiss rhe evidence of Dar¬ 
winism — it seems to me to be 
obviously rrue." 

As Scruton surveys a con¬ 
temporary cultural landscape 
of decline, you are almost 
swayed by his melancholy, 
long, withdrawing roar of 
regret. “No intelligent person, 
who sees what television, vid¬ 
eo and pop music is doing to 
the minds of young people, 
can be happy.” 

Yet there are compensa¬ 
tions. “1 love my life with 
Sophie in the countryside: 
there are many things that 
renew themselves quietly be¬ 
hind the scenes which never 
make it to the television 
screen. And. of course. I still 
love my country." 

• The Aesthetics of Music. Clar¬ 
endon Press. £35 


M ove over Ann 
Summers. 
Girlie gather¬ 
ings are no 
longer about peep-hole 
bras, but pots, brushes and 
paint Jamie Lee Curtis does 
it Demi Moore’s children 
are into it and as viewers of 
Friends already know, it’s 
what every babe with a 
glamorous hairdo does on 
Monday evenings. It's even 
provided the backdrop for a 
recent episode of Caroline 
in the City. 

The painting party, where 
guests decorate pots to their 
own design, has arrived in 
Britain from America, 
where as many as ten stu¬ 
dios are opening each week. 
Customers choose a ready¬ 
made earthenware item, 
paint it and collect it three 
days later, after it 
has been glared 
and fired by the 
studio. 

What was be¬ 
gun four years 
ago as a one-off 
enterprise by a 
married couple 
in Los Angeles is 
now a flourish¬ 
ing franchise 
business with an 
estimated 700 

American stu- _ 

dios. Known in 
the States as brush and 
biscuit shops, they get their 
name from bisque, an un¬ 
glazed white porcelain. . 
This autumn. Brush’n’ 
Bisque-It, Britain’s first pot- 
painting pad, was opened in 
Fulham. West London, by 
the former fashion executive 
Chantal d’Orthez. 

The daughter of the late 
Vico trite d’Orthez. head of 
the eponymous French 
champagne-producing fam¬ 
ily. she came across the idea 
in Miami a year ago. “I’d 
just had a black and white 
kitchen fitted and couldn't 
find any ceramics to match. 

I walked into a biscuit shop 
and painted a couple of 
candlesticks. I had so much 
fun that I went back the next 
day for more." 

Convinced she was on to a 
winner. d'Orthez set up her 
outi studio in August. She 
has already received inqui¬ 
ries from potential franchi¬ 
sees in Paris, and this week 
signed a deal for some 30 
outlets to trade under the 
Brush’n’Bisque-1 1 banner in 
Australia. 

The idea is already gain¬ 
ing a celebrity following 
over here. Nanette Newman 
and her grandchildren are 
regular visitors to d'Orthez’s 
shop. And d’Orthez says her 


Ten more 
painting 
studios 
open in 
America 
each week 


mother. Moira Lister, the 
veteran British actress, is 
one of Brush’n'Bisque-ir!i 
greatest fans: “She's punins» 
the woiti around for me." " 

Her brainchild is already 
exciting interest from sev¬ 
eral City pals. Initially coy. 
they are now, to her amuse¬ 
ment, reaching for their 
chequebooks “At the begin¬ 
ning ] was small fry to these 
boys. Now’ I intend to build 
up my empire." 

However, financial gain 
is not the only benefit: the 
repeated refrain beard one 
evening above the wine- 
induced giggles emanating 
from a party of well-spoken 
thirtysomething women 
was "Therapy, therapy, it’s 
our therapy for the week." 
The mother of two young 
daughters, D’Orthez also 
_____ makes the studio 
available for 
children's birth¬ 
day parties, 
bravely accom¬ 
modating up to 
30 kids at a time. 
Parents are dis¬ 
couraged from 
interfering, with 
highly imagina¬ 
tive results. “I 
don’t hear a peep 
out of (he child- 
_____ ren for two hours. 

1 just let them go 
for broke;" says d’Orthez. 
Painting completed, each 
little artist leaves with his or 
her own painted piece, a 
relief for parents who find 
themselves at a loss when it 
comes to providing going- 
home presents. 

Large groups should 
book in advance, but many 
individuals simply wander 
in off the street, curious to 
see what goes on in the 
studio that d'Orthez com¬ 
missioned from Peter 
Howitt and Clive Ross, the 
award-winning designers of 
the set for Roger Rabbit. 

“I wanted something 
theatrical and bold, to give 
people ideas." she ex¬ 
plains. “So many people 
come in here and say T 
haven’t painted since O 
level', but each time they’ 
come, their ideas flow and 
their pieces get bigger and 
bigger." 

Running her owm show is 
a big step for d’Orthez, who 
tired of “thecorporate-worid 
bit" after working as head of 
fashion marketing for 
Marks & Spencer hi South 
Africa. Above alL she says: 
“This is a much more satis¬ 
fying way to earn a living 
than sending out 25 inter¬ 
office memos every time you 
want a decision.” 


There is the 
problem, 
too, of the 
juvenile 
aspect of his 
character’ 
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Put the local 
back into 
government 

Councils may spend more if they 
deliver more, says John Prescott 


T oo often in the past two 
decades, central govern¬ 
ment in Whitehall 
seemed to be waging war on 
local government in town 
halls. When Labour was elect¬ 
ed on May 1. we declared it 
was time to bury the hatchet. 
Whatever difficulties we faced 
— financial, social or environ¬ 
mental — we would face them 
together with local govern¬ 
ment, regardless of the party 
in charge in any particular 
town hau. 

Yesterday I announced the 
Government’s proposals for 
local authority finance in rhe 
coming financial year. Over¬ 
all. we propose that councils in 
England can spend an extra 
EI.78 billion on services — a 
rise of 3.S per cent. 

The last Government’s 
spending plans implied a 
council tax increase of 7 per 
cent. By keeping within spend¬ 
ing limits, that is the legacy we 
inherit But actual council 
taxes in individual authorities 
will vary considerably, and we 
expect authorities to give full 
weight to what their taxpayers 
can afford. By providing an 
extra £835 million funding for 
education, we will relieve the 
pressure on councils. 

This settlement is a bit more 
than many people expected. It 
is good new? particularly for 
schools, school¬ 
children and par¬ 
ents, because the 
help we are giving 
to education re¬ 
flects everyone's 
top priority. 

In Government, 
we face hard 
choices and fi¬ 
nance is one of 
them. Everyone 
know? that we 
promised to stick to the spend¬ 
ing limits set by the last 
Government for this year and 
next, for the sake of the 
economy. But. within that 
constraint, we have a new and 
positive agenda. We want 
local goverrunent to thrive and 
to be reinvigoraied. We want 
local people to become in¬ 
volved. to vote, to take pan. to 
influence — not just to use the 
services. And we want local 
government to be accountable 
and responsive. 

1 have told councils that they 
may spend more: this is not to 
permit them to be irres¬ 
ponsible. but to allow them io 
be responsive to their voters. 1 
have also said, very dearly, 
that however much they pro¬ 
pose to spend, they must 
consider whether local taxpay¬ 
ers can afford it This is not an 
opportunity to return to the 
days of spiralling local taxes. 
The more responsible councils 
are, die easier it will be to 
progress to the removal of 
capping in the next year or so. 

This week we will confirm 
the successful applicants for 
pilot schemes to try out pro¬ 
posals for obtaining best value 
in council services. The tired 
old approach of forcing coun¬ 
cils to offer their services to 
outside contractors has not 
worked — too much time was 
spent on bureaucracy and not 
enough on the real aim, which 
is providing quality services at 
a price local taxpayers are 
willing to pay. 

The question which should 
be at the heart of all govern¬ 
ment is this: how best can we 
ensure the quality of life 
people deserve? We want 


The removal 
of capping 
depends on 
councils 
behaving 
responsibly 


counciLs to focus wholeheart¬ 
edly on thaL 

Yesterday I also announced 
that the way local government 
resources are allocated is 
being changed in order to 
reflect a fairer distribution 
throughout the country. The 
old social and economic indi¬ 
ces ranked leafy Kingston 
upon Thames as having the 
same level of disadvantage as 
embattled Barnsley—an obvi¬ 
ous nonsense that we have 
tackled. A guest at the Ritz. 
although a welcome visitor to 
London, will no longer be 
treated in local government 
finance terms as if he or she is 
a deprived local resident in a 
council block. We are also 
ensuring a better distribution 
of services, providing more 
resources for education, com¬ 
munity care and the fire 
services. 

Last week Lord Hunt of 
Tan worth introduced a Bill 
which will allow councils to 
experiment with different 
forms of democratic structure. 
We support these proposals. 
Hilary Armstrong, Minister 
for Local Government, is in 
the middle of a series of 
seminars bring held with 
councils, the voluntary sector, 
businesses and other opinion 
formers, debating how we can 
encourage greater partidpa- 

_~ lion in local 

government. 

We are talking 
about the possibili¬ 
ty of electing may¬ 
ors directly, 
making decision¬ 
taking mare ac¬ 
countable. and 
sharpening up the 
scrutiny of those 
__ decisions. We are 
also considering 
ways of encouraging young 
people to become involved, as 
well as lapping in to minority 
communities. 

This month we will start to 
consult on different aspects of 
local government and we plan 
a White Paper next year. The 
White Paper will also include 
proposals on local government 
electoral reform. In parallel, a 
Home Office group will con¬ 
sider other steps to improve 
the turnout in elections: for 
example, can we move the 
traditional Thursday voting 
day to one more suited to 
modem needs? Would it be 
possible to vote electronically, 
perhaps even in the local 
supermarket, without having 
to visit a polling station? 


O 


ver the past seven 
months, relations 
beteween central and 
local government have im¬ 
proved considerably. We have 
been working with, and will 
continue to work with, the 
Local Government Assod- 
ation; Cabinet colleagues and I 
have already met them twice 
to discuss such issues as a 
better deal for lone parents 
and Welfare to Work. 

We believe in local govern¬ 
ment It is an atm of the 
Labour Party’s constitution to 
empower people to take deci¬ 
sions locally. This year and the 
next wfll be tough financially. 
Bur we have taken the first 
steps to reinvigorate local de¬ 
mocracy and restore a proper 
relationship between central 
and local government. 

The author is Deputy Prime 
Minister. 



Irvine’s cardinal error 


A ny fool can see what is 
happening. We are back in 
1520. The Lord Chancellor 
thinks he is Cardinal WoF 
sey. The Prime Minister cuts a dash 
as the young Henry Vtn. A Field of 
rhe Cloth erf Gold is prepared for 
Britain's European presidency next 
year. England is to stand proud with 
the finest of France, Rone and die 
Habsburgs, truly a force at the heart 
of Europe, its court the marvel of the 
world. Oh. the splendour of it all. 
And even Dame Hubris is silent, save 
for the occasional roar of a racing car. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg says he was 
joking when he comptoed himself to 
Walsey. We would have laughed had 
there not been an aptness in the 
reference. His lordship is not yet 
Archbishop of York. Bishop of Lin¬ 
coln. Bishop of Winchester and papal 
legate. But he must be patient So it 
was in jest that he told die Reform 
Club dial he admired Wolsey* role in 
“encompassing politics, religion, the 
economy and even military affairs". 
As for his liking for the discretionary 
Star Chamber Court we shall treat it 
as passing wit 

As for his lordship’s boasted rela¬ 
tionship with his pupil and master, 
Tony Blair, it is simple truth. He may 
despise the pettiness of his fellow 
ministers and mean to use the Great 
Seal to stop them “feuding". But they 
are a second-rate bunch. He wants to 
oversee a constitutional change that 
is “the most ambitious and wide- 
ranging in Britain this century". 
Don’t we all? Besides, Lord Irvine is 
building at public expense a new 
Hampton Court m au bord de la 
riviere" at Westminster. Its wallpaper 
alone cost E60.000. A man’s ambi¬ 
tions must be a match for his 
wallpaper. . 

Lord Irvine is dearly deaf to the 
fate of his illustrious predecessor. Yet 
there is another Chancellor at the 
court of King Tony. Gordon Brown 
may lade die glamour of a Wolsey. 
not to mention the wallpaper of an 
Irvine, but he overreaches them both 
in power. 

Mr Brown has no Great Seal but 
he has the Great Budget Whatever 
Lord Irvine thinks he is doing. Mr 
Brown actually does. Whatever Lord 
Irvine proposes, Mr Brown disposes. 
Lord Irvine may sit on a thousand 
committees, but his sear is stuffed 
with wooL Mr Brown’s seat is stuffed 
with cash. 

With characteristic modesty. Lord 
Irvine pointed out that four of his 
predecessors were created saints. He 
went on to discuss his forthcoming 


The Lord Chancellor may fancy himself a 
Wolsey — but Brown holds the purse strings 


legal tod reforms. After years of 
Treasury complaints about die run¬ 
away legal aid budget, the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department has finally 
cracked. It is about to abandon dvil 
legal aid in favour of “no win. no fee" 
agre er rfents. Civil aid has been a 
lawyer’s sinecure to rank with die 
most luxuriant of monastic bouses. 
Mr Brown has had enough. He is 
dissolving it. He wants the money, 
and Lord Irvine’s fat friars are out on 
their butts, to earn their bread in the 
woods and fields. 

All the Lord Chancellor’s saintli¬ 
ness, all his Committees and Seals, 
his Woolsacks, 
wands, wigs, wall¬ 
paper. silk and er¬ 
mine will not save 
his friends. An en¬ 
tire profession, that 
of dvil law. is being 
transformed by ex¬ 
ecutive fiat from of¬ 
fering impartial 
advice for a fee to 


Simon 



being an entrepre¬ 
neurial business. The incentive to 
profit will not be the qualify of legal 
advice but the wealth of the opposing 
litigant or his insurer. To save the 
Treasury money, the cost of law will 
soar. The reason is simply that the 
Lord Chancellor's Department has 
not devised a way of rationing legal 
aid in dvil cases. The Treasury is 
chucking out a most important 
welfare state principle, that of 
helping the poor to justice, with the 
bathwater of uncontrolled spending. 

Slowly the character of the new 
Government is emerging from the 
past six months’ presentational fog. 
Its instinct to centralism, above all its 
concentration of power car Nos 10 and 
11 Dawning Street, is identical to that 
of the last Government. Lord Irvine 
may dream of recovering a role long 
ceded by his department to others. 
He may inveigh against feuding 
departments and seek devolution. He 
may long for a role at a place that he 
variously calls the “cusp", the “inter¬ 
face" and the “chief conduit” of 
government. But these are dreams of 
grandeur, the fantasies of a commit¬ 
tee man, not of a potent politician. He 
may be a friend of power "but he is 
essentially an outsider, Eliot’s “atten¬ 
dant prince, one that will do/to swell 
a progress, start a scene or two". 


[tower lies with Mr Brown. 
Labour* most crucial decision in 
Opposition, ardently advocated by 
Mr Brown, was to keep to the. old 
Tory spending targets. There might 
be squeezes here and relief there, but 
continuity was the rule. Mr Blair 
thereby gave himself a discipline over 
Cabinet and followers unknown to 
such spendthrifts as Harold Wilson 
in 1964 and Margaret Thatcher in 
1979. He also delegated real political 
power to Mr Brown, to determine 
any variants in Treasury targets that 
he felt the (Conservative) budget 
could sustain. While Mr Blair trips 

_ the fight fantastic 

toe round the 
world’s photo-op¬ 
portunities. it is Mr 
Brown who -bums 
the midnight oiL 
Mr BrownYpatron- 
agemust becourted 
by eager colleagues. 
The Treasury holds 
the keys to the door 
of ministerial glory. 

Thus it was Mr Brown who helped 
David Blunkett and Frank Dobson 
with a little extra for schools and 
hospitals last summer. It was Mr 
Brown who seized the National. 
Lottery and is tearing up its “aim* 
length" distribution system. He has 
acquired whai the lottery was never 
meant to be, a straight levy, an a 
nationalised gaming monopoly. The 
Social Security Secretary, Harriet 
Harman, has to do the dirty work of 
defending his decision an single 
mothers’ allowances. He announces 
the pill-sugaring, the gifts to after- 
school clubs, community projects, 
fitness centres and lone parent 
playgroups. 

At the weekend the Government 
acted to protect the cash for this 
benign centralism. It said it would 
ban rival “good cause" lotteries such 
as Pronto, launched last Saturday. 
There is no reason why the Stated 
should have a monopoly of big-prize 
lotteries. Pronto is to be banned on 
the ground that it might cause 
gambling addiction, a consideration 
that applies equally to die Treasury* 
Camelot scrafehcanis. But Mr 
Brown is no fooL He gets the plaudits 
for the lottery playgroups, and does 
not want Pronto musdingin. 

Nor has he been idle in Lord 


Irvine* chosen territory of constitu¬ 
tional reform. Mr Brown fought to. 
keep the Welsh and Scottish grant 
formulas under central control. He is 
fighting to prevent the London mayor 
and assembly from haying an inde¬ 
pendent source of revenuie. If John 
Prescott wants to give London* new 
government money from road toils, 
parking charges, fines or residents' 
discs, tile Treasury win define that 
money as a tax, and either bag it or 
ban it To Mr Brown the onfy good 
texis ore which the Tteaany receives 
and he can be credited with spending: 

It Was so under the Tories. It is so 
under new Labour. 

Yesterday the environment team 
was sent out to defend Mr Brown* 
refusal to honour the manifesto 
pledge to end the central capping of 
local taxes. The pledge arose from 

- fold) Labour* resistance to Margaret 

- Thatcher* war on local government 
“Local derision-making,” said the 

- manifesto, “should be less con- 

. strained by central government and 

more accountable to local people.” 
But not yet ThencftxIity of Opposi- q| 
tion is forgotten amid the seductions - 
of power. 

Y esterday , in the Commons, 
and on this page today, the 
Environment Secretary and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott refuses to promise an 
end to rate-capping, the tingle most 
outrageous offence against local de¬ 
mocracy in Britain. Already Oxford¬ 
shire and Somerset have been rate- 
capped to meet Treasury spending 
targets. They are hardly Militant left¬ 
wingers. Deep down, the present 
Government trusts the electorate no 
moire than did the last 
. Wolsey would have roared with, 
laughter. He would Jake this band of 
scoundrels to his heart He knew not 
.to trust the territorial barons when it 
came to money. Like the Treasury, he 
would treat the fact that today* 
barons are elected by the people as 
prima-farie evidence of venality. 
What can commoners understand of 
' tiie interest of the realm? 

Yet both Lord Irvine and Mr Brown 
have one advantage over. Cardinal 
Wolsey. They know what became of 
him. There:is one-man whom no 
Chancellor dare outshine, one higher - 
sun: in the firmament of power. He 
must always be appeaseef “Run up 
another palace. Sir Terence. Only the 
best doth of gold for the French.'And.-, 
look at my caff, Gordon, bow well ft is 
turned. And Irvine, look you" to 
Mistress Boleyn. Isshe not fair?" ' . 


Jimmy riddle 

SIR JIMMY GOLDSMITH is being taunted by Brussels beyond the 
grave. His European HQ hasiust been bulldozed by builders working for 
the European Parliament. The entire contents of the fully operational 
office — filing cabinets, secret reports, a portrait of Jimmy—now lie under 
rubble. Blithely, the European Parliament insists that it was a mistake. 
Eurosceptics who tipped up for a meeting were staggered as they searched 
through dust for documents. They fear foul play. Moving MEPs into the 
new building, dubbed Caprice des 
Dieux (the Folly of the Gods) and 
part of a Eli! billion redevelop¬ 
ment, has been a fiasco. The 
Belgian authorities have begun a 
criminal investigation info alleged 
corruption in awarding contracts 
for the new Parliament buildings. 

So why was it bulldozed? An 
internal inquiry revealed that 
builders had worked from the 
wrong plans. Among those unim¬ 
pressed is his old mucker John 
Aspinall. “I bet the builders en¬ 
joyed themselves. Sir James was a 
torpedo who wanted to wreck the 
Euro bureaucracy and now they 
have destroyed his legacy." 
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Sloe burn 

STALWARTS of the Cavalry and 
Guards dub gulped their sloe gins 
this week as they spatted a Sinn 
Fein MP saunter in. The dub was 
the favourite watering hole of Ian 


Old pals: Goldsmith, Aspinall 

Gow, the Tory MP murdered by 
the IRA in 1990. 

Caoimhghin O Caolain joined a 
little get-together on Tuesday as 
guest of the British-Irish Inler-Par- 
Gamentary Body. Buoyed by meet¬ 
ing earlier Northern Ireland 
.Secretaries Merlyn Rees and Peter 
Brooke. O Caolain passed two 
guardsmen in full regalia and 
drank under watchful portraits of 
retired British generals. “He 
looted rather uncomfortable, and 
he didn’t stay long,” said one 


hurrumphing member. “Daniel in 
the Lion* Deh." . 

Gow used to haul MI* there for 
“a bowl of sherry", and left its Be¬ 
nevolent Fund £1.000. Normally 
tiie dub is discerning about whom 
it lets in. It spumed James Hewitt. 

• PROMISING news for theatre- 
land. The ennobled tunesmith 
Lord Lloyd-Webber has put down 
a written question asking “Her 
Majest/s Government whether it 
will seek to end activities which 
cause noise pollutionr. 


the man who brought us Chariots 
of Fire was burning to produce 
three exciting new films. “My mov¬ 
ie days are declining. I doubt that I 
can juggle the two careers,” he 
says, “Ihave just finished a lovely 
film called My Life So Far, which 
will come out next year, and that 
could be it." 

Before the election there was talk 
of Lord Puttnam becoming Culture 
Secretary. For now, it is believed, 
he would settle for being deputy 
chairman of the BBC A Labour 
peer will be required to fill the va¬ 
cancy early next year. The job is 
within Tony Blair* gift And Blair 
likes Lord Puttnam. Simple. 


• AFTER welcoming Baroness 
Thatcher and other right-wing, 
icons into No 10, Tony Blair is cir¬ 
cumspect about greeting Newt 
Gingrich, US House Speaker, who 
arrives in London today. The PM 
will meet the hardman at his Com¬ 
mons office — far more discreet 
than Downing Street 


Fade out 

DAVID PUTTNAM* film career 
has reached its final cut. The ambi¬ 
tious Labour peer is folding up his 
producer* chair to concentrate on 
his campaign to become a big bur¬ 
ton in rhe BBC As recently as July. 



“Hmmm, looks like snov/" 


Polo mint 

SUSAN BARRANTES. the Duch¬ 
ess of York* mother, isteaming up 
with Peter- Cadbury, big in choco¬ 
late, to offer polo lessons in Argen¬ 
tina and Britain. Mrs Barrahtes — 
who, I gather, is called Granny n 
by her grand-daughters. Prin¬ 
cesses Beatrice and Eugenie, 
because their other granny is the 
Queen — had looked into setting 
up a polo school with her late hus¬ 
band Hector at their ranch, El 
Pucara. “Peter* family has a beau¬ 
tiful estate in Oxfordshire so we 
can organise exchanges," she says. 
A pukka plan. 

• LAETHIA MAKLOUF wants to 
make babies. To prove her point 
she mil appear on a Channel 4 
documentary. The Myth of Too 
Many, which debunks the Malthu¬ 
sian view that we: will be overrun by 
the patter of tiny feet She will 
appear, as a- surreal continuity 
woman sprawled across a grand 



Baby talk: liaetitia Makkrnf 


piano singing Making Whoopee, d 
la Michelle Pfeiffer m The Fabu¬ 
lous Baker Boys. “Everyone should 
prodiice as many children as pos-' 
sible because it’s fun." gushes 
Laetitia, who trundles a tea urn for 
her day job. “Friends want to own 
conglomerates, but having' child¬ 
ren is'niore'difficult You have to 
find a husband first." No applied-, 
lions rib here. please ..... . _ . . - 

Jasper Gerard 


Alan Coren 



■ Count on all 
those Wongs to 
make me write 

T oday is a very big day for I 
me. It is the last time I 
shall use the word 
Criridejvoad. That is because 
thee are 1.6 bfflim Chinese 
aboard this pfarast, and none of 
tbem can pronounce it. It is also 
tiie last tone I shall go off * 
cheap crack .at Chinese 
promaxmrirm. 

I have taken thfr nntnentous 
decision because! wishtogeran 
tite right ticte erf Gordon Brown, 
ft is the onfy side to be ate there 
is nothing for mean the left side 
of Gordon Brown, since ! am 

for a dukfca^^^*norT^ 
enough to qualify for a subsi¬ 
dised jgasfire; bat while that is 
just about all there is on Mr 
Brown* left side, his right tide is 
a goldmine, and. wfth a bit of 
lyric, .1 could soot find mys e lf 
tilting on it. 

Any moment now I could 
become a creative in d u st r i alist: 
.because Mr Brown not only 
wants me to go into industry, tie 
wants industry sogointo me. He 
said so in his thriUmg pre- 
Budget statement. He raid he 
was eager for the creative tots to 
become a major plank of eco¬ 
nomic policy. That is why he is 
setting up a Creative Industries 
Taskforce, to chock a bfffim 
lottery pounds at artists appfy- 
ing for grants from a b ran d new 
muse called Nesta. She is the 
National Endowment far. Sci¬ 
ence. Technology and the Arts, 
and, even as I type, I fieri her 
presence havering by. my screen. 

I can smell her gravy. ’ - 
In cader to dip my bread id it. 
however. I shall have to do my 
part. I can no longer sit here 
haogmg stuff out for the domes¬ 
tic market, since that wifl never 
enrol me as a plank in our 
economic policy; what Gordon 
Brown wants is for mr.to.ii 
become aivinternational player, y 
he wants me to command nfyself 
irresistibly to o v erseas buyers, 
he wants me to bring' foreign 
c u r r e n cy rolling in. He wants 
me to write exports. 

Not easy, in ray game. Were 1 a 
Parker or a Mingbella, a. Hirst or 
a Hockney, - a.'. Space or- a 
Gallagher, a Rrvexdancer or a 
Sleep, a Gntifan dr a Foster, a 
Rafik or a Birtwistle, a Ken arin 
: Emma,' then theFwbrld would be 
my oyster; it would beat a path to 
my door, as onfy an oyster can. 
and it would be bearing big fat 
pearls, for me and for Gordon, 
too- But I do not splice Sm or 
slice sheep, I neither sing music 
nor dance to it. I do not detignor 
conduct or compose or act, I do 
-not, in short, engage in any of 
those industrial processes fortu¬ 
nate enough to t rans c en d fron¬ 
tiers by speaking the common 
language of all humankind. I sit 
in a loft in the marginal parish of 
Criddewood and engage in an 
industrial process unfortunate 
enough to transcend nowhere by. 
speaking a language which daify 
grows less common even to those 
for whom it was designed. 


Y ou wouldn't believe how 
ghznu after tite €hancd- 
for -sat.down, this made, 
me. It wasn’t mereiy.lhe matter 
erf disqualification from Nesta* 
laigesse, it was also tiie matter 
of not being able to march 
behind Mr Brown towards the 
broad' sunny' uplands of eco¬ 
nomic triumph. How I wanted 
to pfay rify jart in creating the. 
New Britain, attracting, by my 
industry, huge sackfuls of for¬ 
eign cash to shorten waiting, 
lists, fund schools, build hones, 

; and make the trains run on 
tune!-. But what international ' 
demand could there be for a 
CriddewtxxJwag?- 
And thus the melancholy days 
passed—untfi it was tinre for one 
erf them to be Sitoday, or, as if 
subsequently became, yesterday. 
The day, as you will instantly 
have calculated, before my very 
big daytand the day which made 
toy very big day the way it is. Far 
it was on; Sunday that, as I 
listlessly turned tiie tonnage-of - 
newsprint I spotted a downpage 
snipper which hurled me instant- 1 
fy from that listlessness. Did you 
perhaps see it, too? Did you also 
learn that English is now iinder- 
stood by one Chinese in ten? And - 
did you work out how many 
Chinese that is? 

It is the answer to a wag*_. 
prayer.that*howmaiwrtis.As 
soon as she has moved ihbehind' 
her tilL I shall ask Neste for my 
grubstake. It will take the. form 
of a ticket to Beijing, and ibe^ 
lease on a loft in one of 
marginal suburbs, where I sh*?- 

wait for marginal things tts 
happen to me. jot them all dawn 
as waggishly as Tam able, and; 
when enough have been jatte&te-- 
cobbleinto a book, flog a copy to 
each-and every one of Omra* 
160.. nuffioi*/clamouring Anglo¬ 
phones. Then I shall came bark 
home again, with a “j J 
whistietomy lip. a partotj 
shoulder.and a didd 
cash forMr'BTOwre 
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IN A CLOUD 

Where historic freedoms for press and people are threatened 


A weakness common among per¬ 
sons of strong intellect and wide 
interests is a conviction that 
because they are right about many 
"gta about everything. Hie 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Irvine of Lairg, both 
understands many areas of public life and 
has refreshing ideas about them. He does 
not. however, understand the dangers in 
statutory control of the press. 

On the evidence of his own words, he hag 
not understood why and how a clause of the 
Human Rights Bill now before Parliament 
could constrict both the freedom of the press 
in this country and the avenues of redress 
against abuses of that freedom which are 
now widely and freely open to all. Because 
he appears not even to recognise dial a 
problem exists, he has resisted amendments 
to the Bill that could diminish that risk. 

The Prime Minister and other members of 
the Government do understand. They recog¬ 
nise dial newspapers are privately owned 
institutions which fulfil a historic role as a 
free watchdog over the public interest. They 
are equally clear about their purpose in 
incorporating the European Convention on 
Human Rights, which is to make it easier for 
British citizens to seek legal redress in this 
country's courts against abuses of power by 
the State and the public bodies which act in 
its name. Lord Irvine by contrast, so dear 
about so many things, is here in a clo ud . 

The heart of the problem is the conflict in 
the Convention between Artide 10. which 
with various qualifications lays down the 
right “to receive and impart information and 
ideas without interference by public au¬ 
thority". and Artide 8. which sets out “the 
right to respect for privacy”. When there is 
conflict between these ideals, who decides? If 
the courts make the derisions, die effect of 
incorporation will be — contrary to the 
Government’s reiterated intention — to 
introduce a law of privacy and impede the 
investigation of abuses of power. 

Untii recently, the Cabinet has been 
convinced, on Lord Irvine's advice, that this 
could not be the case because die Bill had no 
bearing on private bodies such as the media. 
In this respect the critical section of the Bin is 
Clause 6. which makes it “unlawful for a 
public authority to act in a way which is 
incompatible with one or more of die 
Convention rights". 

This wording already gives cause for 
concern. The phrase “one or more" could 
invite a court judgment based on only one of 
the rights laid down in the Convention. That 
could free a judge of the requirement, for 
example, to stnke a balance between 
freedom of information and the right to ■ 
privacy. We accept that this is not the 
intention of Lord Irvine, who insists that the 
courts wfil be required to give freedom of 
expression “its due high value - . But the 
Government has yet to accept Lord Simon of 
Glaisdale's amendment removing this 
ambiguity. It should do so. 

There is even greater ambiguity about 
whether a “public authority** is restricted to 
institutions with dear statutory functions, 
such as government bureaucracies and the 
courts themselves, or whether its net spreads 
wider. As drafted, the list is inclusive and 
embraces “any person certain of whose 
functions are of a public nature”. When he 
introduced the Bin last month. Lord Irvine 
took the view that this did not cover either 
newspapers or the Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission (PCQ. This independent body,, 
currently chaired by Lord Wakeham and set 
up and funded by newspapers, oversees the 
self-regulation of the press and takes up 
complaints from the public 
The Lord Chancellor has now changed his 
mind and affirmed in the House of Lords 
that “the press might weB be held to be ‘a 
function of a public nature’ ” within the 
meaning of the Act PCC rulings would thus 
be open to court challenge; and newspapers 
would be subject to interim injunctions,^ on 
privacy grounds, that could delay publics 
non for years. These would offer, the 
powerful and those who would abuse then- 
power many new and wide opportunities to 
impede investigative journalis m . 

Although Lord Irvine has changed his 
mind, he is currently not disposed to alter 
the Bill. He dismisses as of little consequence 


the argument that this would introduce a 
privacy law by the baric door. He argues-that 
a judge-made law of privacy is developing 
regardless of incorporation. That may be so. 
But it is no ground for fr amin g such a law, 
and speeding its growth, as an unintended 
by-product of this legislation. He is unsym¬ 
pathetic to Lord Wakeham’s argument that 
to bring the PCC within the scope of the Bill 
would harm the interests of ordinary people. 
He claims that the press should welcome the 
“good news” as an incentive to “strengthen" 
its system of self-regulation — including 
empowering the PCC to impose fines. 

This is the language of Orwell. This good 
news is bad news. Fines and other so-called 
strengthenings, which include proposals of a 
purely lay PCC that excluded press repre¬ 
sentatives, would be weakenings. They 
would destroy the combination of practical¬ 
ity and consensus that are the current sys¬ 
tem’s strength. The PCC’s official status 
would then. Lord Irvine claims, make the 
courts less inclined to intervene. Since they 
would not otherwise have had the power to 
dp so, this is chopped logic; and it betrays a 
deep misunderstanding of the point of self¬ 
regulation and the way in which it works. 

For most people, going to law is so 
ruinously expensive that it is out of the 
question. For them, the Press Complaints 
Commission is the only practical avenue to 
obtain satisfaction when they feel that a 
newspaper has intruded on their privacy, 
published an untruth or been unfair and has 
foiled to respond to their complaints. The 
PCC a mixed committee of editors and 
laymen, has no legal powers and can impose 
no fines. It is less a regulator than a 
conciliator. In the great majority of cases, it 
succeeds. The newspapers which subscribe 
to it bind themselves to respect a PCC ruling 
that they have broken the industry's 
voluntary code of practice, to make amends 
by printing its judgment, apologising or 
publishing corrections or balancing articles. 

This system of redress works because it is 
voluntary. Lord Irvine is too seasoned a law¬ 
yer to believe that newspapers will readily 
concede that they have been wrong if to do so 
would open them up to subsequent court 
cases or finan cial penalties. They would be 
for more likely to tell complainants to take 
them to court The rich might well do so; the 
rest could not The proposed “no win, no fee" 
system would be little help, because few 
cases, above ail of intrusions into privacy, 
are so dear-cut that they would stand a 
sufficient prospect of winning their case. 

T here is still rime for Tony Blair and 
Chris Smith, the Secretary for 
Culture, Media and Sport, to pro¬ 
ride a remedy. The Cabinet is now 
aware of the unintended consequences of 
this BilL Its members should listen to Lord 
Wakeham, whose concern is the same as 
theirs — to help the people of this country to 
protect their rights as laid down by the 
Convention — and build in the necessary 
safeguards. Statements intended to guide 
the courts as to Parliament’s intentions, 
however strong and even if uttered by the 
Prime Minister, will be helpful, but not 
sufficient. Judges may draw on what has 
been said in Parliament when interpreting 
the law; but they are not obliged to do so. 

The one safe course is to exclude the PCC 
and the media from the purview of the Act. 
The Government should then explicitly 
indude an affirmation of the public interest 
in freedom of information in the Freedom of 
Information Bill to be published next year. 
Lord Irvine may well be right that these two 
small safeguards will not impede the 
development of a judge-made privacy law, 
building' on existing laws of confidence, 
protection, from harassment and trespass. 
But this would be an evolutionary process 
which Parliament could and should watch, 
as win the Press. 

Even if it is amended in this way, the 
Human Rights Bill win shift the balance 
between Parliament and the courts, to an 
extent that may take some years to become 
evident. That is all the more reason to act 
decisively to prevent it from restricting, right 
from the start and as if by accident, 
freedoms that have for centuries distin¬ 
guished this country in the world. 


THE ROBINSON PLAN 

Less pain for some savers, pain and irritation for others 


■ no longer taxes the rich simply far 
from envy. But under today's New 
ty, the well-off can no longer expect to 
si breaks- that have little rational 
ition. Yesterday they discovered that 
K-free savings were to be capped in 
rests of persuading poorer people to 
Their ftps may squeak, but the 
»regime is hard to-defend 
’]y half the adult population has no 
s at all. Yffl today's workers wifi not fee 
c rely on the welfare state to 
,-riie their old age. People on low 
s have" so for been deterred from 
ax-free saving schemes such as Peps 
■essas because they seemed too 
sited. 100 risky or too rigid ftps, 
iave to be invested in shares, are not 
, for those who can only spare the 
1 313 time. Tessas, which are interest- 
j accounts, tie the saver's money up 
'years. Isas, fey contrast, can be very 
‘up to £ 1,000 a year ran be put .m an ; 
-bearing account, with none of the 
at stock market investment carries. A 

£4 000 can be invested in shares or 

They will also be flexible, since the 
can be tate out at any time. 


The Government hopes to double the 
number of people with tax-free savings 
accounts to 12 million. If people who have 
never saved before begin to learn the habit, 
they may find the prospect of starting a 
stakeholder pension less daunting. 

About 10 per cent of existing Pep holders 
have holdings of more than £50.000. They 

- will certainly have to pay more tax, and such 

- a change will hot be welcome. But Peps were 
introduced to encourage both wider share 
ownership and savings. Those couples who 
already have £100.000 in Peps between them 
hardly need such an incentive. 

The irritation will have been exacerbated 
yesterday by the minister chosen to preside 
over the launch, Geoffrey Robinson, the 
multimillionaire Paymaster General who 
has just been exposal as a beneficiary of an 
offshore trust designed to avoid British tax. 
This man works for a Chancellor who has 
openly decried such tax avoidance mea¬ 
sures Fbr him-to tell savers'who have kept 
their money in Britain, thai they should be 
penalised was hypocritical in the extreme. If 
Labour wants to make the .middle' classes 
suffer further, it could learn to serve the pain 
in a more sensitive way. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Search for fairness through a national minimum wage 


From Mr John Healey, MP 
for Wentworth (Labour) 

Sir. While unions have been in the 
forefront of arguments for a mini¬ 
mum wage for many years, the new 
legislation is not about the interests of 
trade unions. Only one in ten of those 
earning less than £4 an hour is in a 
union and the vast majority of those 
who will gain from a minimum wage 
are hot trade union members. 

So much for your statement (lead¬ 
ing artide. November 28) that the na¬ 
tional minimum wage rate BQI re¬ 
veals foe Prime Minister and his team 
as “the slaves of some defunct trade 
unionist". 

You also raise concerns about possi¬ 
ble impact oh jobs by axing DTI esti¬ 
mates that L8 million jobs may be lost 
under a minimum wage. That figure, 
prepared far the previous Govern¬ 
ment, assumes that half of all those 
employed in foe UK would maintain 
their present differential with the low¬ 
est-paid workers and that the only ad¬ 
justment employers would make to a 
minimum wage is to cut jobs. Unsur¬ 
prisingly. this wild estimate has been 
very widely dismissed, including by 
the CBI. 

While the economic cycles in most 
other European Union states are out 
of sync wifo Britain’s, as at present, 
you could more usefully have exam¬ 
ined foe US — which is, after all, the 
model that many who might oppose a 
minimum wage eye with envy and 
wish to emulate — where unem¬ 
ployment last month was 4.7 per cent 
The US minimum wage is $5.15 (£3.49 


at the purchasing power parity ex¬ 
change rate). 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN HEALEY, 

House of Commons. 

November 28. 

From MrH. F. Harte 

Sir. Why does the Government want 
to introduce legal constraints upon 
voluntarily agreed contracts of em¬ 
ployment? If the prospective employee 
doesn’t believe that he will be better 
off if he accepts the job, he doesnt 
have to accept rt. If he does believe that 
he will be better off, then why should 
the Government stop him? 

If it is rifjht that everyone deserves 
at least a minimum amount of money 
to live on. whether they can find a job 
that will provide it or not, then taxa¬ 
tion must be used to fond a benefits 
system that will achieve this without 
the positive disincentives to work as¬ 
sociated with the present system. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. F. HARTE, 

Leafield, Dunselis Lane. 

Ropley, Hampshire. 

November 28. 

From the Minister of State . 
Department of Trade and industry 

Sir, The national minimum wage is 
not about the appeasement of so- 
called “ghosts of Labour past", as you 
allege. 

Sensibly set it will help achieve our 
twin goals — to end poverty pay and 
help industry provide skilled and pro¬ 


ductive jobs - and it will bring the 
scandal of poverty pay to a richly de¬ 
served end. Rates of £1.82 an hour for 
a security guard and less than E10Q 
per week for a garage attendant work¬ 
ing a 40-hour week are simply unac¬ 
ceptable in this day and age. 

The minimum wage, which is an in¬ 
tegral part of our campaign ro move 
people off welfare and into work, will 
provide a universal floor for pay. It 
will encourage competition on quality 
and productivity; it will promote work 
incentives; and it will provide people 
with the skills and opportunities to 
move into work. 

That is why the principle is support¬ 
ed by all sectors of industry, and by 
employers and employees alike. 

Yours etc, 

ian McCartney. 

Department of Trade and Industry, 

1 Victoria Street, SW1. 

November 28. 

From Mr David Baker 

Sir, In today's leading article on foe 
minimum wage you raise the question 
of how often the rate is to be raised 
and on what basis. 

One basis that must not be used is 
by comparison with the average 
wage. By imposing a minimum wage 
the average wage is automatically 
raised and a spiral of continually rais¬ 
ed minimum wage is set in motion. 
Yours sincerely. 

D. T. BAKER, 

Hollyhocks, 

9 Larkfield Road. Famham. Surrey. 
November 28. 


Defence procurement 

From Major-General Alan 
Sharman. Director General of the 
Defence Manufacturers' Association 

Sir, Mr Tony Purton (letter, Novem¬ 
ber 29) daims that most of the prob¬ 
lems in defence procurement can be 
laid ax the door of industry and the 
failure of the MoD to enforce its con¬ 
tractual position. Yet year after year 
foe annual report into MoD procure¬ 
ment projects by the National Audit 
Office notes that the major reasons for 
delays and cost overruns are specifica¬ 
tion changes, programme alterations 
and budgeting adjustments within the 
MoD itself. 

Industry does not wish to absolve it¬ 
self, and acknowledges that it can do 
better. But it is hugdy successful both 
at home and in the export market, 
where its customers are more titan 
satisfied. Mr Purton is correct that 
Challenger II will be late into service, 
but industry has met foe foil cost of ex¬ 
tra development. Challenger is now a 
superb tank and far better, even by 
the standards of the day. than any of 
its British predecessors, all of which 
were designed and built by the MoD 
itself. 

Industry sincerely believes that 
modem industrial practices which ap¬ 
ply in commercial business (Airbus is 
a good example), if adopted for de¬ 
fence projects could offer real time 
and cost benefits. This needs a “part¬ 
nership" approach. Fortunately, the 
new defence ministers and senior pro¬ 
curement MoD staff do not share Mr 
Purton*5 outdated opinions. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN SHARMAN. 

Director General 

Defence Manufacturers’ Association. 
Marlborough House. 

Grayshon. Surrey. 
asharman @ the-dma.org. uk 
December 1. 


Irish beef exports 

From Mrs Janie Axelrod 

Sir. The fact that Welsh farmers are 
picketing the ports to prevent the im¬ 
port of cheap Irish beef exports is par¬ 
ticularly ironic. 

British beef exports remain subject 
to a ban* imposed on us by foe EU, be¬ 
cause of the incidence of BSE. Yet the 
number of cases in UK herds is rapid¬ 
ly declining. By contrast the number 
of cases of BSE in the Irish Republic is 
on the increase. The number reported 
to date has already exceeded that 
which caused the ban on Swiss beef 
exports, yet no restrictions have been 
placed on Irish beef. 

This is another example of the 
contradictions involved in the BSE 
crisis. 

Yours faithfully, 

JANIE AXELRAD. 

Bank Farm, 

Carta®, Nuneaton. Warwickshire. 
December L. 


Defamation law 

From Mr George Stem 

Sir, So now even imprisoned rapists 
can sue for libel those who seek the 
help of foe authorities (report. Novem¬ 
ber 28). Ifs time to ask whether we can 
tolerate defamation law any longer. 

.In the US. no public figure can call 
on the law of libel, yet American 
politicians don't drown in defamation. 
Elsewhere in Europe, libel is a minor 
crime with fines often of the order of 
£100, yet Europeans are not reeling 
under barrages of smears. 

Defamation law benefits no one but 
lawyers and rogues — whether foe 
rapist in prison or foe Robert Maxwell 
shielding his dirty deals from investi¬ 
gation. We don’t need it 

Yours faithfully. 

GEORGE STERN, 

6 Eton Court, 6 Shepherds Hill. N6. 
November 28. 


Targeting tax 

From Mr D. R. Bishop 

Sir. A lOp starting rate for income tax 
need not “benefit undeserving rich 
and deserving poor alike” (leading ar¬ 
ticle. November 26: see also letter, 
November 27). A 10 per cent band 
could be clawed back, beginning at 
any income level chosen by the Gov¬ 
ernment (the start of standard rate?) 
in exactly the same way that the high¬ 
er income tax reliefs for those over 65 
are clawed bade at present 
Since this technique is already ap¬ 
plied, It cannot be argued that it 
would introduce an unacceptable 
complication. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. R. BISHOP. 

The Ropewalk. Hauxton Road, 

Little Shelford, Cambridge. 
November 27. 

From Major John FitzGerald 

Sir. General Mike Reynolds (letter, 
November 27) is right to castigate both 
past and present Governments for 
failing to target those truly in need. 
However. I should like to remind him, 
and his Chancellor, of foe existence of 
a group I choose to call the real poor. 

I came across this group during my 
second career with a national charit¬ 


able housing trust. It consists of elder¬ 
ly married couples and widows living 
in sheltered housing whose occupa¬ 
tional pensions and, in some cases, 
savings just remove them from any 
entitlement to housing benefit, yet 
leave them struggling to pay the enor¬ 
mous "affordable" rents — E60-p!us a 
week — charged by most sheltered 
schemes. Their neighbours on income 
support receive housing benefit for all 
but the heating element of the rent 
and, if they are prudent, can on occa¬ 
sion afford to go on a Saga holiday. 

My “real poor" would love to be 
sent that £50 Christmas heating 
bonus. 

Yours etc, 

JOHN FuzGERALD. 

68 Heworth Village, York. 

November 27. 

From Mr Geoffrey Bremner 

Sir, I suggest that pensioners who feel 
uncomfortable about receiving an ex¬ 
tra £20 (nor ro speak of foe extra £10) 
which they don't really need might 
like to send it to one of foe charities 
concerned with foe aged. 

Yours faithfully. 

GEOFFREY BREMNER. 

Gfllmour House. 

Blennerhasset, Carlisle, Cumbria. 
November 27. 


Zimbabwe land seizure 

From Mr Gerald D. Slessenger 

Sir, I read with some sadness of Mr 
Mugabe's plan to seize land in 
Zimbabwe, mainly from white farm¬ 
ers (report, November 29). His jus¬ 
tification appears to be foe old 
scapegoat of “colonialism” and I un¬ 
derstand he requested funds from the 
British Government to reimburse 
those whose land he intends to seize. 

May 1 ask whether he would 
therefore consider reimbursing the 
British people for the millions of 
pounds invested in Zimbabwe during 
colonial days, in terms of railways, 
buildings, roads, telephones, etc, all of 
which are being used by Zimbab¬ 
weans today? 

It seems to me foal if Tony Blair 
wished to seize land rightfully belong¬ 
ing ro others in this country there 
would be an uproar. Surely the rules 
of democracy must be applied wifo 
equity, or is Zimbabwe not a democ¬ 
racy after all? 

Yours faithfully, 

G. SLESSENGER, 

22 South Drive, Cheam, Suney. 
December 1. 


A trade revived? 

From Miss Denise Haylor 

Sir, f read with interest your report of 
November 29 on the unearthing of 
ochre pigment in the ClearweU caves 
near Coleford in Gloucestershire. 

I visited these caves some seven 
years ago and discovered from foe 
samples of warm yellow ochre which I 
obtained there that the paint was 
ideally suited in colour and character 
to the restoration of a stone-coloured 
interior of a listed building. 

ftrhaps a number of our quarries 
and remaining mines that can pro¬ 
duce ochre as a by-product of their in¬ 
dustry might consider reviving this 
historic trade 

Yours faithfully. 

DENISE HAYLOR 
(Historic interiors adviser), 

Daliyn House, 

3 Avenue Road. Staines, Middlesex. 
November 29. 
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telephone number. They may be 
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Status of Southport 

From Mr Graham Olsen 

Sir, Your report on Southport's failed 
bid for its own unitary town council 
(November 26) presumably reflects 
foe prejudices of campaigners, but 
they are surely naive if they think that 
a change in administrative bound¬ 
aries is going to influence local dia¬ 
lects, or that boundary changes 
should be based either on dialect or 
average income. 

Southport has high unemployment 
(higher than some suburbs within foe 
Liverpool City boundary), and anyone 
familiar with the town will be aware 
that a short distance from the shop¬ 
ping area shown in your photograph, 
foe housing is typically terraced, like 
that in your photograph of Bootle. 

The apparently derogatory use of 
foe term "Scouser" is an insult to Liv¬ 
erpudlians, and to those hundreds of 
thousands of Scandinavian emigrants 
to foe United States who stayed in Liv¬ 
erpool a century ago, and left their na¬ 
tional dish “Lapskaus" as a perma¬ 
nent memorial to their passage. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRAHAM OLSEN 
(Assistant City Engineer, 

Liverpool. 1989-91), 

7 Bishops Court, 

Woolfon, Liverpool 25. 
graham.olsen@dial.pipex.com 

From the Chairman of 
United Realty Crowngate Ltd 

Sir. If your report on Southport had 
appeared a day later, a different 
picture might have been painted. 

Yesterday evening my company 
was granted detailed planning per¬ 
mission for a £25 million leisure/retail 
development, linking the seafront 
with the town centre and including a 
"state of the art" waterpark. Further 
local improvements involve, among 
other things, the completion of Euro¬ 
pean-funded sea-wall defences and a 
£6 million refurbishment of foe pier. 

Far from neglecting Southport Sef- 
ton council has been active at all levels 
and across party political divides in 
promoting these measures, as have 
the current and former MPs. The im¬ 
provements will create inward invest¬ 
ment in excess of £50 million, on be¬ 
half of a hinterland population of 
sane 15 million people, within two 
hours* drive. 

Yours sincerely, 

MICHAEL MOSS, Chairman, 

United Realty Crowngate Limited, 

12 Harley Street, Wl. 

November 27. 


Tobacco adverts — 
a threat to young 

From Professor David Baum, 
President of the Rova! College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health, 
and others 

Sir, The majority of adults who smoke 
start in adolescence. Cigarette smok¬ 
ing among girls and boys is signifi¬ 
cantly influenced by advertising. 
Smoking during pregnancy has a pro¬ 
foundly deleterious effect on the un¬ 
born child and her/his subsequent de¬ 
velopment Cigarette smoking is foe 
major cause of avoidable ill-health 
and premature death created in foe 
20th century. All this is well known. 

For these reasons, on behalf of the 
children and young people of foe UK, 
we urge the Government to turn its 
back on sponsorship of Formula One 
motor racing, take foe lead at foe 
forthcoming EU Council of Health 
Ministers and secure a directive im¬ 
posing a comprehensive ban on all to¬ 
bacco advertising and promotion. 

At the birth of foe 21st century, this 
would indeed be le grand prix. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID BAUM. 

President. Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health. 

JACKIE CARNELL. 

Director. The Community Practitioners 
and Health Visitors Association, 

DAVID ELLIMAN. 

Convenor. British Association for 
Communitv Child Health, 

PHILIP GRAHAM. 

Chair. The National Children's Bureau, 

CHRISTINE HANCOCK. 

General Secretary. 

Royal College of Nursing. 

Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health, 

50 Hallam Street. Wl. 

December 1. 


Laser pens 

From Mr Chandra P. de Fonseka 

Sir, Professor John Marshall of Moor- 
fields Eye Hospital says that the worst 
that could happen if a laser pen was 
shone into foe eye, was “a very tem¬ 
porary loss of vision, followed by a 
few minutes when foe eyesight be¬ 
came disorientated", without perma¬ 
nent damage to foe eye (report, 
November 24). 

If a driver was going at 20mph, un¬ 
less he stopped immediately, the vehi¬ 
cle could travel 586 yards during each 
minute thar vision was so affected. On 
a busy suburban road foe Likelihood 
of serious involvement with other 
road users would be considerably 
increased. I do not think foe hazard 
posed by these pens should be tightly 
dismissed. 

Yours faithfully. 

C. P. de FONSEKA 
(Senior Research Fellow, 

Road Accident Research Unir, 
University of Birmingham. 1967-69), 
10 Glendevon Road. 

Whitchurch. Bristol. 

November 27. 


Long road home 

From Mrs Fabienne Smith 

Sir, When the Post Office traced foe 
Reverend David H. van Daalen (let¬ 
ter, December 1) 1 suspect they were 
greatly helped by foe rarity of his 
name. Yet when I lived in a Banffshire 
fishing burgh 40 years ago. with 
Smith as one of its frequently recur¬ 
ring family names, a letter addressed 
to “Mrs Smith, Flndochry" came 
straight to me. 

1 asked foe postman how he knew it 
was mine. He said: "It was from 
London. Who else could it be for?" 

Yours sincerely. 

FABIENNE SMITH, 

55 Manor Place, Edinburgh 3. 
December 1. 

From Dr M. A. Swift 

Sir. As a student at Bristol during foe 
Seventies I lived in a bus. I received 
post mailed to: The yellow coach. Op¬ 
posite foe public toilets, Alma Road, 
Clifton. Bristol. The postman obliged 
by leaving mail underneath foe 
windscreen wiper. 

Yours faithfully 
M. A. SWIFT. 

Little Orchard, School Lane. 

Ewshot. nr Famham. Surrey. 
December 1. 

From Mr Robert Vincent 

Sir, There is yet another idiosyncratic 
aspect of addressing letters, in that 
they are written in the reverse order of 
foe sequence which enables them to 
be delivered. 

Sensibly the Post Office reads the 
letters we receive from foe bottom up. 
The first line is really foe last consider¬ 
ation. And that, as" they confusingly 
say, is ‘the bottom line". 

Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT VINCENT. 

Diily House. 

Wfldhem, Andover, Hampshire. 
December 2 


Spirit of Christmas 

From Mrs Margaret Kaplan 

Sir, I overheard this warm, seasonal 
exchange in a shop at a crowded 
Christmas-card counter. Impatient 
husband to difoering wife: “For God’s 
sake, it’s only for your mother." 

Yours faithfully, 

MARGARET KAPLAN. 

49 Prestbury Road, 

Cheltenham. Gloucestershire. 
December 1. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 2; The Pre s i d e n t of the 
federative Republic of Brazil and 
Senhora Cardoso today cummence d 
3 State Visit to London Do The Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh. 

The Dube of Kent ndamed The 
President and Senhora Cardoso on 
behalf of The Queen at the Brazilian 
Ambassadors. Residence. 54 Mount 
Street. London Wl. 

The President of die Federative 
Republic of Brazil and Senhora 
Canton, accompanied fay The Duke 
of Kent, drove to Horse Guards and 
were met by The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh. 

The President and Senhora 
Cardoso, accompanied by Her Maj¬ 
esty and Their Royal Highnesses, 
drove in a Carriage Procession n 
Buckingham Palace with a Sovereign's 
Escort of the Household Cavalry. 

Gun Salutes were fired in Green 
Park by The King's Troop. Royal Hone 
ArtiUery. and at the Tower of London 
by the Honourable Artillery Company. 

Guards of Honour were provided 
at Horse Guards by the 1st Battalion 
Wdsh Guards and at Buckingham 
Palace by The Queen's Guard fist 
Battalion. The Royal Regiment cf 
Wales. 24th/41st Food- 
The President of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil and Senhora 
Cardoso this afternoon drove to 
Westminster Abbey where His Ex- 
ceUenty laid a Wreath at the Grave of 
the Unknown Warrior and on the 
grave of Admiral Lord Cochrane. 

Afterwards The President and 
Senhora Cardoso received an Ad¬ 
dress of Welcome by the Lord Mayor 
and CounriUors of the City of 
Westminster at St James's Palace. 

The President of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil and Senhora Car¬ 
doso later visited Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother at Clarence 
House. 

Representatives of Oxford Ana¬ 
lytics afterwards called upon The 
President. 

The Chairman of the ftnireular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Com¬ 
pany (the Lord Sterling of Plaistow) 
called upon The President of the 
Federative Republic of Brazil 
The Chairman of the National 
Grid Group (Mr David Jeffries) 
called upon His Excellency. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh this evening gave a Stale 
Banquet in honour of The President 
of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
and Senhora Cardoso at which 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother. 
The Prince of Wales. The Duke of 
York. The Prince Edward. The Prin¬ 
cess Margaret Countess of Snowdon. 
The Duke and Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter. The Duke and Duchess of Kent. 
Prince and Princess Michael of Kent. 
Princess Alexandra, the Han Lady 
Ogflvy and the Rt Han Sir Angus 
Ogflvy were present. 

The fallowing had the honour of 
being invited: 

Suite of The President of the 
Federative Republic of Brazil and 
Senhora Cardoso; 

Ills Excellency Ambassador Lulz 
Felipe Laixiprna (Minister of State for 

External Relations) and Senhora 

Lamprela, Hli Excellency SenhorUilz 

Carlos Brewer Goncaives Pereira 
(Minister of Stare for Federal 
Administration and State Reform). 

His Excellency Senhor lose Israel 

Vargas (Minister of Stale for Science 

ana Technology), His Excellency 
Senhor ClOWs ae Burros Carvalho 

(Minister of State. Head of the Ctvtl 

Office of The Presidency of die 

Republic) and Senhora Cavalho, His 

Excellency Ambassador SCiglo Silva 

do Amaral (Secretary for Social 
Communication of The Presidency of 


lie and Mrs de Pflrter. His Excellency 
the Ambassador orchil* and Seftota 
Art axa. His Excellency tbe 
Ambassador erf Portogai and Mrs 
Fan a. His Exa&cmy the Ambassador 

tor Mozambique and Mrs Kotoma. 
The Cabinet 

The Lord Chancellar and the Lady 
Irvine of UlrgL the Prime Mlntaer 
and Mrs Blair, the Lord Prtvy Seafood 
the Lady Richard, me Secretary of 
State for the Home Department and 
Mn Strew, and the President of the 
Board of Trade and Secretary of stale 
tor Trade and Industry and Mr Lionel 
Beckett. 

Special InvUaflous: 

The Archbishop of Canrertniry and 
Mrs Cares', the Exit and Countess 
Calms. Viscount and Viscountess 
Cron borne. The Viscount and 
VTscounwss Montgomery of Alam^n 
the Lord and Lady Card-Jones, tbe 
Lord Chief Justice and the Lady 
Bingham of ComhUL the Baroness 


YYLUtUU HBRira W. KUUBIIU A UUIUIC 

MF and Mrs Trimble, the SU Hon the 

Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress. 

the Hon Paul Zuctenztan and the 
Baroness Rowling. Sir Robin and 


Laqy Hanson. Sir John and Lady Rerr. 


Chill ran and j Lad^Pninpe 1 _sir Nigel 


and Ladv Rudd. 
Ladv Mayoress 


Lord Mayor and 
of Westminster. 


Specialty'attacked in attendance upon 
Toe President of the Federative 
Republic of Brazfl and Senhora 
Cardoso: 

The Hon Mary Morrison (Lady In 
Waiting), the viscount Brootae- 
borough (Lord In Watting), and the 
viscountess Brookeborough. Mr Keith 
Haskell [Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Brasilia) and Mrs Haskell, and 
Lieutenant Commander Toby 
Williamson RN (Equerry In Waiting). 
Diplomatic Corps: 

His Excellency the Ambassador of 
Lebanon. His Excellency the 
Ambassador or the Federative 
Republic of Brazil and Senhora 
Bajtoosa- His Excellency the Ambas¬ 
sador of Luxembourg aod Madame 
Wgrland. His Excellency the Ambas¬ 
sador of the Oriental Republic or 
Uruguay and Senhora de Fischer, His 

Excellency, the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Angola and Mis Da Costa 
Fernandes. His Excellency the 
Ambassador of the Argentine Repub- 


Pnrfessor and Mrs Jeffery Burley. Mr 
and Mrs John Simpson. Ms Vivien 
Stem. Professor and Mrs victor 
Bulmer-Tbomas. Mr Julian Fllo- 
cftowskL Air Vtce-Maratud and 
Senhora veiundo Grand. Mr and Mis 
Edward George. Professor Anthony 
Gfddens. Mr John Huaon MP. Mr and 
MrsAnlsb Kapoor. Mr and Mrs Mart 
Moody-smart. Mr and Mrs Jose 
Ermino de Morses. Mr and Mis 

Joseph Safra. Mr John Siudzlnstd. Mr 

and Mrs Octavio Motto Veiga. 
professor and Mrs David wadding- 
ion. and Or and Mis David Young, 
Special nominations: 

Ambassador Aflomo Emilio Alen- 
casuo Massot (Chief of cabinet. 
Ministry of Foreign Reiarions). and 
Senhora M assoc. senhora Marla do 

Carroo de Abreu Sod re Mlndro. 

Senhor Jose Gregorl (National 
Secretary tor Human Rights. Ministry 
of Justice). Senhor Marceto Andrade 
de Moraes Jardlra [DtrectorGeneral 
Of the European Department of the 
Ministry of External Relations), 
Ambassador Gelson Fonseca (Diplo¬ 
matic Adviser to The President). 
Ambassador Fredetico Crzar de 
Anujo (Head Of Protocol], and Senhor 
Eduardo Eugenio Gouvela Vieira 
(Head of Confederation of Industries 
of Rio de Janeiro Stale) and Senhora 
Vieira. 

The Lady Susan Hussey has suc¬ 
ceeded the Hon Maty Morrison as 
Lady in Waiting to The Queen. 
December t The Princess RqyaL 
accompanied by Captain Timothy 
Laurence RN. today carried out the 
fallowing engagements in Lima, 
ftru. 

Her Royal Highness. President, 
this morning visited the Save the 
Children Fund project at El Agustma 

The Princess Royal later visited 
“Nueva Cap de Agra" and inaugu¬ 
rated a water supply Co the 
comm unity. 

Her Royal Highness subsequently 
visited the Cedro Centre far Street 
Children in Rimac. 

The Princess Royal attended a 
Luncheon at the Brinsh Embassy. 

Her Royal Highness iftb a ft ernoon 
visited Instfrum de Saiud dd Nkto, a 
children's hospitaL 

The Princess Royal afterwards 
visited the British CounciL 

Her Royal Highness later amended 
a Rece p tion given by Her Majesty^ 
Ambassador to the Republic air ftru 
(Mr John IDman)) at the residence. 

This evening The Princess Royal 
was AhienainoJ to Dinner fay The 
President of the Republic of Peru ar 
(he Palaoodd GobtertKX 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 2: The Han Mrs Rhodes 
has succeeded Dame Frances Camp- 
beU-Prestm as Lady in Waiting to 
Queen Eliza b e th The Queen Mother. 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 2: The Prince of Wales, 
patron. London and Quadrant Hous¬ 
ing ThisL this morning visited Trust 
tenants and Duchy of Gocnwali 
tenants in Kenniiwton. London SEIL 

His Royal Highness this evening 
received Mr Jos* Maria Gd-Robfes 
Gfl-Ddgado (President of the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament). 

YORK HOUSE 

December 2: The Duchess of Kent 
this morning preso rt ed the British 
Telecommunications Childline 
Awards far Services to Children at 
the Lanesfaorough HoteL Lanes- 
barough Place. London SW1 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The-Queen arai (he Duke of 

Edinburgh will attend a service of 
thanksgiving to mark tbe ter¬ 
centenary of St ftaulB Cathedral at 
11.00- The Prince of Wales will be 

present. 

Tire Queen, acc omp anied by The 
Duke of Edinburgh, will unveB the 
Gurkha Statue outside the Min¬ 
istry of Defence. Whitehall, at Z30i 
The Prince of Wales will be 
presenL 

Tbe Duke of Edinburgh, presi¬ 
dent. will attend a luncheon at the 
Naval and Military Club at 12.45; 
as president emeritus, will present 
the Duke of Edinburgh Conserva¬ 
tion Medal at a World Wide Fund 
far Nature - WWF Intemarional 
dinner. St James's Palace, at 7.00. 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother win dine with the Bench¬ 
ers at the Middle Temple at 7.45. 
The Duke of York will present the 
1997 Ministry of Odens Chilian 
Apprent i ce Awards at die Con¬ 
course Hall. Ministry of Defence 
Main Building. Whitehall, at 11.40: 
and will presen tthe Torch Trophy 
Tfusr awards at Simpson (Picca¬ 
dilly) ar 6 JO. 

Princess Margaret, president. 
NSPCC, will attend a reception at 
the society's national centre; 42 
Curtain Road. London EC2. ar 
630. 

The Duke of Kent, vice-chairman. 

British Overseas Trade Board, will 
visit BOC Gases Europe. Priestley 
Centre. Surrey Research Park, 
GuOdfard. at 10.15: and as presi¬ 
dent. Football Association. wQJ 
visit Chelsea Football Club. 

The Duchess of Kent, Patron. 
Christie* Against Cancer, will 
chair the London committee. Da¬ 
vies Street, Wl. at 5J0. 

Princess Alexandra, as Chancellor, 
win preside at ceremonies for the 
c o n ferment of Higher and Honor¬ 
ary Degrees and Postgraduate 
Diplomas at Lancaster U niv e r s i ty, 
at 11.00 and 3.45: and as Gotanel- 
in-Chief. The King's Own Royal 
Border Regiment. wflj open the 
museum of The King's Own Royal 
Regiment of Lancaster at Lan¬ 
caster City Museum, at Z50. 


Birthdays today 

Mr Trevor Bailey, former crick¬ 
eter, 74; Mr Ralph Bennett, fanner 
chairman. Lem don Transport 
Executive, 74: Mrs Joan Bnuider, 
founder. The Winged Fellowship. 
83; Profesor Ian Bunerwxjrth, FRS. 
fanner Pr incipa l. Queen Mary 
and Westfield College. 67; Mr 
Mike Gibson, former rugby 
player. 55; M Jean-Luc Godard, 
film director. 67; Miss Daryl 
Hannah, actress. 37; Sir WiBiani 
Haipham. former diplomat. 91; 
Mr Maxwell Hutchinson, archi¬ 
tect, 49; Sir Brian Jenkins, farmer 
Lord Mayor of London. 62: Profes¬ 
sor G.S. Kirk. FBA. former Regius 
Pr ofe ssor of Greek. Cambridge 
University. 76; Mr Franz 
Klammer, skier. 44; Mr David 
McCall chairman. Anglia Tele¬ 
vision. 63; Miss Tanya 
Moiseiwiisch. theatrical designer. 
83; the Rev Professor CFJ3. 
Motile, theologian, 89; Mr Paul 
Nicholas, singer and auu r.52; Mr 
Victor Paanw , e.CH.axti5t, 89- T Mr 
Robert Phillis, deputy director- 
general BBC and chief ccecutive 
BBC Worldwide. 52: Mr Md 
Smith. actor, writer and director, 
45; Professor P.Tqyne. Vice-Chan- 
ceDbr. Liverpool John Moores 
University. 58. Mr Andy WSfiams. 
singer. 67: Mrs HMJ- Wflson . 
former chairman. Equal Opportu¬ 
nities Commission for Northern 
Ireland, 77. 


Luncheon 

Aits Council of England 

The Ear! of Gowrie: Chairman of 
the Arts Council of England, and 
Mr Graham Devlin, acting sec¬ 
retary-general. were the hosts at a 
luncheon hdd yesterday at 14 
Great Mer Street London. SWL 



Hie Princess Royal, President of die Save the Children Rind, wifi attend a 
dinner at the Natural History Mnscnm on December 16 where this hand-crafted 
wooden Georgian doll’s house, made fay David Iinky-Fumfture, and a number 
erf other variations on a Christmas tree theme wifi be anctioned to raise money - 
for tbe fond. They will be on show until then at Conns & Co in foe Strand 


Premium Bonds 

The foDowing Premium Bond 
prizewinners were announced 
yesterday: 

£100000: 54HK 572598. winner 
has a holding of £19.997and comes 
foam Somerset; 47SF 569362, 
£10005. Berkshire: 37NS 77296a 
£200001 London Borough of Lam¬ 
beth; 39GZ 724388, £19,997. Kent; 
6IDZ 310926. £20,000. Oxford¬ 
shire: 26AN 359361. E20.00a 

Fott 

£50.000: 52GS 588511, £17.15a 
Lincolnshire; 56SZ 674932. 
EJOOOa Devon; 49VP 699369. 
E40a Rhondda County Borough: 
33XB 573488. £0350, Richmond 
upon Thames; 21BS 69384a 
ElOOOa Lancashire; 5ZTT 184578. 
£15,050 South Ayrshire; 29JS 
517895. £2000a Hereford and 
Worcester. 68RZ 90430a E8.101, 
East Sussex; 16PP 517444. £0605, 
London Borough of Sauftwark; 
48RL 980481. £501. Argyll ft Bute; 
38GK 618001, E2.000 Hampshire. 
£25.000; 28EL 745607. EZ500. 
Hertfordshire; ISPS 820416. £5a 
Dorset; 67EN 000978. £4.103. 
Sooth Humberside; 56LT 358301, 
E20.00a West Midlands; 61NF 
306919. £19.671. Cornwall; 42TS 
959687. £2O00a Tyne ft Wean 
18VS 487021. E3.40CD. West York¬ 
shire; 18HB 336S07, E2O00a Overv 
seas: MJL 724211. £20000 City of 
Edinburgh; 68DS 919051 £1030 
Gty of Westminster. 682W 856497. 
£10,565, West Sussex; 80ES 614057, 
£2,100, London Borough of Barnet; 
4SGB 950744, £2010 Leicester 
shire; 75BZ 263968. □9,922. Corn¬ 
wall; 89DP 477659. £20,000, 
Middlesex; 37CK 609109. £3^27. 
Fife; 56GP 880023 £11.200 Lanca¬ 
shire; 26QN. 023327, £19,995. Kaih 
40 RZ 19457 1 . £5.951, Bedfords hi re : 
32EP 017451. £1,500 South York¬ 
shire: 44EL 962921. £1.007. West 
Sussex; 23JB 239504. EZaOOa 
Bodringharnshire; 32ZF 990609, 
£2,120 County Borough of 
Rhondda. 


Wrekiift College 

The Governors of Wrddn College 
are pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mr Stephen Drew 

as Headmaster with effect from 
September 19% to succeed Mr 


ftter Johnson following his 
a ppointment as Headmaster of 
MiDfidd School Mr Drew was 
lately the Headmaster of Kantian 


Deputy Head of Rydal School 


Dinners 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Royal pfca n M KTiitfcal Society 
of Great Britain 

Tbe President of die Council and 
Leader of the House of Commons 
attended a dinner of die Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society cf Great 
Britain hdd foil ro ghr at 1 Lam¬ 
beth High .Street Mr Peter 
Curphey. president was in the 
chair. Lord Kilpatrick of Kmcraig, 
Preside nt of the British Medical 
Association, also spoke. Among 
others present were: 

Baroness Cumberiedge, the presi¬ 

dent and the Secrarry-Gencra! of 
the Royal Society of Ctfemtsay, the 
President of the Royal Coflege of 
Veterinary Surgeons, me President 
of the British Dental Association, the 

Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 

State for Health, the Chief Executive 
of MIND, the General Secretary or 
the Royal College of Nursing, the 
Secretary of the NatUeM Traff and 
the Di r e c tor of GJW Health Attain. 

Bahrein Society 

The Annual Dmner of the Bahrain 
Society was hdd yesterday evening 
at the Cafe RqyaL The President, 
Ambassador Abdul Aziz At 
Khalifa, and Sir Harold Walker, 
Chairman, received tbe guests. 
Shaikh Suhnan Al Khalifa. Under 
Secretary of Defence and Mr 
Derek EstchtfL Minister of State 
far Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, were the s peakers. Among 
those present were 


F a rm ers* Osh 
Mr Ray Walker presided at a 
dinner of the Fanners” Chib Md 
last night at Grosvenor House to 
mark the I55th anniversary of the 
faiwidmg of foe dub. Loni Plumb, 
MEP, and Admiral St James 
Eberie were the speakers. 
Eiuopuut-Alhjric Group 
Mr Shimon Peres was the guest of 
honour at a dinner of the Euro- 
pean-Adantic Group hdd last 
raght at the St Ermin’s HoteL Lord 
Dahrendorl president cf foe 
gioup, was” in foe chair. Sir 
Frederic Bennett and Mr Derek 
Frag also spoke. 

Service dinner 

East Lowlands Un iv ersi t i es Air 


Doara, Mr Eduard Chaplin. Mr 
Robin Lamb. Mr Mike Gifford, Field 
Marshal Lord and tady Inge, and Mr 
and Mrs Jeremy Martin. 


Air Marshal GA Robertson. 
Chief of Staff and Deputy Cam- 
numder-irhChtef Strum Com¬ 
mand. was the guest of honour at 
the annual dinner of the East 
Lowlands U n ive r s i ties Air Squad- 
ton held fast night at Edinburgh 
University. Squadron Leader D. 
Shankland. Squadron Com¬ 
mander, presided. Piufeasut JJS. 
Archer. Professor G.T. Fielding. 
Professor SJ. Ingle, Dr R..Hekl 
and Air Vice-Marshal LH. 

Th ompcn n AirfWBnwfW mwiu trf- 

ing and Commandant RAF. Coll¬ 
ege ■Granwell were among the 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Samuel Cr om pton, in¬ 
ventor of tbe sp inni n g mole, 
Firwood. Lancashire, 1753; Clark¬ 
son Stanfield, theatre, marine and 
l a ndscape artist. Sunderland.1793; 
Sir Rnudand H3L originator of the 
penny post Kidderminster. 1795;. 
Robert Stephen Hawker, poet. 
Stoke DamereL Devon. 1803; 
Frederic Leighton. Banjo Leigh¬ 
ton. President of foe Royal Acad¬ 
emy 187B46. Sc ar bo rough . 183a 
Joseph Gxired, nmrebst. Ber- 
dfcfaev, Russia. 1857; Anton von 
Webern, composer. Vienna. 1883; 
Rajeadra Prasad, 1st President of 
the . Republic of India 195063. 
Zeradei. Khar. 1884. 

DEATHS: Fran c i s Xavier, miss¬ 
ionary, Shang-chua, China, 1552; 
Robert Montgomery, poet. Brigh¬ 
ton. 1855; Robert Louis Stevenson, 


writer. Samos. 1994; Mary Baker 
Eddy, founder of The Church of 
Christ, Scientist, Chestnut HU 
Massachusetts, 1910; Pierre Re¬ 
noir, painter, Cagnes, France, 1919; 
Dame Maty Gtimorc, poet. 1962. 
Sr Oswald Moskv.. p o flffofan . 
founder of foe British Union of 
Pastists,Jfaris, 1980. . ... 

Neon^ lighting., developed by the 
French physicist Georges Claude, 
was displayed for the first time at 
foe Pans Motor Show, 1910. 

Dr Christiaan Barnard carried out 
the world* first heart transplant, 
Groote Sdurur HospitaL Cape 
Town. 1967. 

More than 1000 
killed , as a resuft of a chemical 
spillage at foe Iftnon Carbide 
pestkade factory in Bhopal India. 
1961 : 


1 people were 
of a chemk 


MrGJ.Danes .. . 

and Mbs JJ4. Donovan . _ 

Tbe en gag emen t is announced 
betw e m Gareth, e ld e st son cf the 
fate Captain John Davies and of 
Mrs Davies, of Rsgate. StaTQ f. 
and Juliet, younger daughter of the 
late Michael Donovan and of Mrs 
E&zabefo Donovan, of Aldeburgh. 
Suffolk. 

MrJJJ.CdeBosdarf 
and Mrs EE. Ochoa 
The engagement is announced 
be tw e en Jufian. son of the late Mr 
Cosmo de Bdsdari and of Mis 
Cosmo de Bosdari. of E i m i sm ore 
Gardens, London, 'and Frances, 
eider daughter of Mir and Mrs 

Wafiam j_ o 

Leicestershire. 

MrDl GaBagher 
ahdMfesSA Parvis 
The Q figageme nt is announced 
betw e en Desmond, son of Mis M. 
Gallagher and foe fare Mr John 
Gallagher, cf Glasgow, and Sally, 
daughter of Lieutenant Commander 
and Mrs iWJL Parris, rtf 
GodshiH. Hampshire. - 
Mr S-NX Harrison 
and Miss 5LL Va are n e n 
The .engMenent is ann ounced 
be tweai Samoa, son erf Mr Iain 
Harrism. ctf St Marys Phiz. Kent, 
and Mte George Renshaw. of 
TYiana. ^>aia, and Sarah, daughter 
erf Mr. Dsvid Vanrenen. of Ken¬ 
sington, and Mrs Gtry Morrison, 
of Evanottyd. Powys: 

MrCLS-KIoa 
and Afiss HJ^M. Seffidt 
Tbe engagement is announced 
between Christopher, son erf Mr 
and Mrs H*vtrKlon. : of Ottawa, 
Canada, arid Hanks, ynurtger 
of Mr and Mr* James - 
of Tkeburst, Susses. - - 


MrT.R.3t*w»« 

and Miss A.H.. 

The engaganem b amounod 
b etwee n Richard, son of Mr and 
Mrs Mkhad fohrewoe. of 
Chesham. Bu rkbtgltmm l uf e. and 
Amelia, daughter of Mr and Mn 
David Adamson, of Kirkboro. 
East Riding aTYwksUie. 

Mr S.R. Rfist 
and MfasCA. Parvis 
The engagement is announced 
between Stefan, driest son-of Mr >~ 
and Mrs Ha n t W Aef .ft&iritT) 
Htmg Kong, and Co. daughter off 
Mr and Mis Mafcoha Frirvfarof - 
Great Pulteney Strees. Bafo. 

Mr R.F. Thobna 
and Mira RJLE. M rt raai - 
The engagoieto is announced 1 
between RrchartLeWersarrcf Mr 
and Mrs Frederick Unborn, cf - 
Deganwy. Nor* Wtdet, and - ■ 
Rachad. your^er tfau^aer of Mr •' 
and Mrs Cforistoffoer.Moraa.-6f . 

Wellington. He n tord riri re. . 


Marriages 


MrJJXL: 
and Miss JM. Peacock ■ 

The engagement is announced 
between Julian, only son of tbe fate 
Dr Martin Sandbadi and of Mrs 
Elizabeth Orr-Ewing, of Lesdmor. 
Oxford shire , and .Julie, driest 
daughter of Mr .QtritfOBbef 
Eteacock. of Westcoff. Surrey .and 
Mrs Jam es Webster, of Herst- 
manceux. East Sussex. 


MrCJ. Geawes 
and Mfas A.N. Carrie* ' 

The marriage took {face on Sat¬ 
urday. November 29.re AD Saner 
Church. PoOramL betweeu Mr 
Christopher Graves, son of Mr 
and Mrs John Gene* of ti&h- 
cster. and Mbs Afine^ Carden, 
daughter of Mr ftsor Cariksr. of 
Weabury. Shropshire, arid of Mrs 
Sheila Carden, of Dunham Hffl. 
Cberiiire. Prebe t fa r y Kenneth 
Bowler officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her fa&er. was .at¬ 
tended by Miss Kate Gteden. Miss 
Claire Bond and Gfaufatte Genes. 
Mr James GiBeo was fa* man. 
Mr A.E. Plazsoas ' '* 
and Mbs CF. Lewi* 

Tbe marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, November. 29, ax Christ 
Church, Chotieywood. of Mr 
Adam Parsons. ontysouefMr retd 
-Mrs Victor Parsons; erf- Newton 
Ferrers, Devon, to Mbs Catherine 
Frances. Lewi*, oufy daugiuer <rf 
foe late Mr Ted Lewis and of Mrs 
Sandra Lems, of Heronsgate, 
Hertfecdshne. 


Baron Ncfll 
of Bladen 

The life barony conferred upon Sir 
Francis Patrick NaD has been 
gazetted bv foe name, style and 
tkfeof Barori Ncai of Bladen, of 
Briamspuddk in the County of 
Dorset 


Nutrition Society 

The following are now. Reg is t ere d 
Public Heafai'Nutritionists: 

R G Ash. A Askff-Bentky. E A 
Britan. M Blades, A Brittain. H L 
Brown. A Busby. J L Buttress, I 
Coks-Rntisbairser. D N Cox, A 
CuDnm. C dCrnz. J Eaton-Evans, 
M ElluL C Fox. J R Gray. C J K 
Henry, A Hobbrss. R A Hob; P 
Hunt. J P Landman. B M 
Margots. D J Mda. P J Moyrn- 
han. K I Pine. J M Pbulter. F 
Rabiee. MJ Sadler, : J R SalfiekLP 
S Shetty. Z A Smith, L Stocklry.ll 
L Thompson. R W Wenktck. W L 
Wrfeden- 


University news 

Edinburgh . 

Lord Steel ofABcwood, Presfoentof 
Literal IntematianaL is the eighth 
recipient of foe University erf 
Edznburgh/Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land Ahunnus of the Year Award. 
The award will be presented to 
him today. 


Elections 

Mrs Virginia Bottomky. MP, Ms 
Patricia Hewitt, MP, and Ms 
Penribpe livriy have beat riected 
to foe British Council* Board. 


Meeting 


Kenya Society 

The High Codinassianer for Ke- 
iwa was the speaker as a meetmg 
of foe Keztyx Society faeid fast mght 
at Over-Seas House, S JamesX 
Mr John Edwards, chairman of 
the society, presided.. 


Cobles 9 Company 

The following have been installed 
officers of foe Cooks* Company for 
foe ensuing year; 

Master. Mr J G V Price; Second 
Master. Mr D Hodgson; Warden. 
Mr P D Herbage; Renter Warden. 
MrPAPl 


Church news 

St George’s ChapcL Windsor 
The Itev fohte-AMlwty Ovenden. 
Vicar of St MtoYS. Primrose Hill, 
with St Pnff^s 'Avemx Road. 
Diocese of London, has hem 
appointed Canon of St George* 
Chapel Windsor, in succession m 
Canon Mkhad Anthony Maun, 
now appointed Dean of Truro. 


Latest wills 

Madeline Ann Bcny, of London ' 
Waiefi estate valued at □.968.486 ' 
oeL 

Florence Louisa Cook, of Mdlis, .' 
Norfolk, left estate valued at 
fl .(107.673 net. 

David Baker Harvey, of Winter- 
bounte Earfc, Wiltshire, left estate , 
valued at £1,430549 net 
Nora-Lorimer Rome, of Hfcs- , 
mere, Shrop^iire. left estate val- ' 
ued at EU04J825 net! ‘ 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 4B 1 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 01714811982 . ^ 
FAX: 0171481 9313 ♦ 


Amin, tbe ktagdoB 

HJw Itrih. Am ac e lMB t tools- 
Ingoin far Him |i—il» found 
one of verrspoclal nhsa; so 
Iw mu ant and void w uy 
tUns in tod and txmgbt tt. 
MMUraw 13 ; 4Sjd6 


BIRTHS 


MBWKfH - Sm BWUmy. 

BAJVTDfT-GWNortBKtMr 21st 

at Tba VortlsBd Hwplwl, to 

Lorin ds 0 atm 


aajtfC - Oa NmnMr 23>d at 
Tba PozUsnd Boapltol. to 
Mwlw Andmn and Frad 
Batata a dsogtocr, Oagnr Da 


BRASK-Oa Z8tb teoraabm to 

Sm (nda HuduMB) and 

ImCtaiitln, a MQ, 0B««z 

Ttamas Harrr, a brotbor for 

Gaoxgta BZona. 
CAMPBCU-FOLET - Oa 
HoroatMar 28th at Oman 
CtadanVh, to |a e q«iia and 
Om t a long a w a i te d no, 
.* 1 ~ 


OOUTTS - On RomBBbor 28tta 
to A ia bny Orfa Hanna) and 
John, a ho, Alexander 


DAY - On Hmabw 280. to 
H Wid UW Cade CtwdQ end 


HMB > Gb Oetnhiif 27tb. In 

MadeUna (nde Lew) and 

Bob, a oop. Jornta rOCfiolav, ■ 

brathor te Obta. 
r— W n OMOM - On Kmnbw 

24tb, to Sinn-ElaB (nde 

Cbartoe) and WieboTsa, a 


and LoliT Ainsworth are 

daUgbted to i m b uh s tba 
UrtbafMaM 



HURD - Oa Tbanday 27tb 
NoTdnbor, to Sian fnitt 

Anbray) and Tboaua, a 

cteo ght m; Lam Uh TVutena 
Jaltet, a ■ l o t o t temMtot. 
NVDC - On 24th November 
1997, to Elisabeth (ale 

Henry) and Xlctnxd, » torely 

Uxtle dangbtar. Alice 
Earbloan Gbexrr- . 

MBEM- CIb Nnrehn2M at 
The Portland HoctdmL to 
laabal (nde Mlblott} and 
Matthew, a eon. Char lea 
Eavlm a tembar fhr Preddla. 
®W81» - On WneertCrrr 18th. 
to I*th Cade Presto) rest 
Simon, a da ugh tar, Kitty 
nawmrti . a itatar tor Lily 
end auret 


BIRTHS 


UUT- OB Narember 28th M 
Tbe Por tlan d Hoanltal, to 
Fettal Ode 


hcotbar far Meythsm. 

I 0 IWBWI— - On December 
1st. to Nadine Cafe Ebe ntotO 
a ad Pan L a ton. Toby (Hhg. 
a bm t her for S ara 

MAHCOU - OB Novambar 29th 
at Tbe Patted BoapMsl to 

-LtaaadMlcta 


Md BL WIMWI-lbWAred 
Jolla, a Ste |i b anin 

Ka» on 11th Hovotebac. 

to — l i on - On Monday let 
Dacembar 1997, at tho 
Znatltnta Edith CaeeU. 
Braaada, to Matfn and 

Claada tada, a daoohtsr, 

EreSy Aliea. 

■CMAani - On Movamber 
2 lot at Tba Portland 
Hospital, to Mary (nde 
Frstto) and Douglas, a 
— ‘ Losteeu 


■BOT - On nseamber 8th at 

Tba Portland Hospital, to 

Zita Code Laco) and Andrew, 


SWALLOW - On Xonnbet 
29th fa Wetliaia , to Jeanne 
frde Beummi) end tank, . 
•oa. Benedict (Bea) IMch - 
Aaqulrh. 


to Peal and 
MUmX * 


29th. 
Jmnie <nde 


Q iri s fiita ^ n stem for Y tofli 


DEATHS 


BARCLAY - Peacefully at 

Dalnalt Bonn on Sunday 

30 Lh irevenber 1997, 
Bldterd gedde r mtefc. OSS. 

m ILL fa kb 88th yean 

Beloved heahond Of Audrey, 
father of Susan and 
of 


Sendee at Cardieee 
QremrianaZlSysa 

Tlfahw rf a y 10th ~ 

No Sonet* pfata 


DEATHS 


BCASLEY - Tbe Bare re n d 
Bernard Beealey lfAOBE BH 
peacefully oa November 
30th 1997 fa Ms 90th year. 

of the fare Karr 

father of Pauline, DnruU, 

Nicholas and Veronica. 

grandfather and great- 

Breadfather. Tbe Tunerel 

Service b at CXttbt Chuxch, 

Worton, on Monday 8th 

D e cemb e r at 12 noon, fondly 

floeui only, but dtawitbaa i 

if dre tre d re Tbe C Mfaa h 

Society cfo Stmts Funeral 

8errlce, Castle Tam, 
HlUw ortb hoed, fl at lrw 
SN10 SHD 


QoayJ 


suddenly at 


uy at 

»th. 

Itaaval Service at SC Rtattb 

Crezeatarim, 75 Muor 

Boad, Horsham St Faith's, 

Norwich at 2.30 pm on 

Saturday December 6th. 


■UUOCX - Dorothy on 29th 
November aged 89 


jfftBcjtatSoMara^.- 

C otbp e, raaihrt d n t . Funeral 

Service at Chrlatcfaiirch, 
IbishrtriQ e on D ecembe r 9tb 
at 2JB pm, followed by 
c rema t i o n for family and 

cfeaa friends. Rouen or M 

desire d do n e t ioue f or Ca ncer 

lev ee rc h c/o Hsny Williams 

A Sens, 7 Victoria Park, 


cnozm - Frederick on 
NovaaOmr 27th 1997, aged 

75 yearn. EbmOy famnaL No 

Oonm» please; donstteus, tt 
d ee teed. to BBT Beneeofant 

Tend c/o NevfHe Funeral 

Services, Karsh Road, 
Luton, 



52 

of Maggie end mrafc loved 
brother of John. A e aivt oe of 

Waakagbfas fur CbriSb Ufa 

um be tab at St Ferres 

Church, Woodseenatezae, 

Surrey on Thursday 
Decemb er 12th at XI am 

Sallowed by pallets family 

cr ematio n. Floral triberee 

My be sent c/o VA 

True lore A Sam Ltd. 118 

Cusbntton Road, _ 
tangM14>Uwi:01 


away in theca 

tba Medical and Nbzalag 

Staff of Polgootb Ward; 

Trsliska BgrehaL Truro, 

Cazmrall on 30th nnrrelm 

1997. CUeb Douglas MC 

London B SC , team AGP. of 

hbbe. nr. Pare 

n o rtared of Enid, father of 

too and father-in-law to 

Ottver. Tba Funeral Service 

win take ptaoe an ZUdsy 5<b 

December et 11.40 

Penmount Crematozl 

Truro. Gentlemen only 

and accept thb ea tbe only 

fabertn . PtaBy Dowers 

1r pt e w .ba t drenrions if 

desired for The Mouth and 

Foot Ibfatfag Aztbre cft> WJt 

Argon A Son Funeral 

arecrere.24 BeAeby vab, 

Falmouth 1*11 3 PH. Tel 
C01S3SJ 312674. 

FBMUSSON - Mary isolau 
CMollyJ Fergumson OB.B, 
FXCB. Dft, Of Edtaburflh 
peacefully on 30 th 
November after a abort 


ere e p tb red 

retd vn Bos 


for Officers In London. 

Devoted and toady loved 

aunt of Douglas and Ian 
Perguason and the lx 


Funeral Service 
Michael's Church, Cheater 

Square, London SW1 on 

Friday 5tb Puretan t lpre. 

Family flowers only. 
P onsthin e. N desired.» The 

Koyal BUnd Asylum and 

School, Edinburgh or St 
Colamba's Hospice, 
Bdfatangh may be a 
Leverton h Sons Ltd. 
CFunotal Wire wn ), 212 

Bversbott Street, Leawion, 

NW1 1BEL TSfc 0171 387 

6075. A Service of 
TtaatmMb far her Ufa 
trill be held at Sr John* 
Church, Edinburgh and 
details will be aaaauacad 


Charing Croaa HospitaL 

Committal at Mertlake 

Cmalodea, on Monday 

8th D e cemb er ar lO as, 

followed by a Funeral 

Service at St- Mathias 
Church, Church Boad, 
Richmond, at 10.48 an 
Family flowers only. 
Iham Mo a a may be ares to 

CROSS or The mdtbh Heart 

"- —~0i -Trnilm 

h Sons, 447, Upper 
Rich oiond Road Vast, 
London. SW14 7PK ToL 
0181-876-4673. 


JONES - Mary Eileen of 

Southern, Hampshire, 
beloved wife Air 48 yearn of 

Chute w id dofutvd amber 

of Christopher, died 

unexpectedly M ifaft 

Hospital, Portsmouth an 


K THB - Edward of Nutley, 

len t to aurey fa tot 

and at Dpplng h s m . 
Tragically died aged 18 
while farming 
Queensland, Austral 
Adored by unnfammdj 
and hb brother Tbra Loved 

and admired by all bis 

badly and Men dir Pare 

Service atStfamee tbsli 

Jlutby, H. Sueeea at 3 pte on 

Friday Bth Dec e mber. 
Everyone welcoare, 

especially bis ft leads . 
Family flowers only, 
nigetrbe re Cooper t S 
11 Now Town, tfckfield 
TN22 5DL tel: 0182S 
763788. 


LAW - On November 28th, 

paaoefaSy fa boepful 

a hmg flmass btav ' 

Gerald aged 76. 

MatU 
Pern 


December lOtb at 2 

. Family flowers 
Donations to Tbe 

io»»i- Bbepftel 

C e nc ef teeaarch c/o WA 

Truelove A Son Lt d^ 1 8 
Hp e oei *T17 


urnHS-BamefadfaL 

Moved mother of fobs and 

JolbB, ■mtowris to Ban, 

Sam nod Toby. Passed away 

November 30th. Donations 

to Mnddare' Benevolant 

Fund, tet 0171-486 448L 


Fonrerty HJLL 

(Mathematics) died 

peacefully 29th November 

1997 aged 88.Xeevue behind 

dChOfaen. 12 mnadchlMrtu 

and 7 gmparidaWs. 

PgMRt hHrvVte lAnMno 

°relinSrSfamfas 

followed by Interment fa 

cemetery. Donations to 

Career 1mm eh c/o A G. 
Smith, 7 Splthl load, 
teslmra tteeee CTfP6OT(TeL 
01621 864293). 



• Nigel John, 
itenmc 3xti BaxoMt, rf** 1 * 

suddenly 14th November 

ased 67. Lovad and. km ' 

hush—fl of mane J e an ( 

Duma), devoted father of 
Jtaste wdA tevteL 

Funeral held Tuesday 2501 

November at An Saints 

Church, Thozganby, 



87th reem Devoted widow of 

Brigadier Donald Harley 

Non and. dearly loved 

etepteotber, 

and step- 



Oxford. Mourned by 

family. Funeral 5th 
Decamber 11 am at the 
Parish Church of St Peter 
and St .Paul, Church 
HnlMmadL O ifuid thfat. 
Fnelly flbwezs only. 
Donations if wished to 



Church on Friday - 5th 

Decembe r. Do nations If 

to NDom 




followed ' by -private 
committal at Kingston 
Crematorium. -Family 
fUrwets only. Donation! re 

" c/o 

,63 

Way, To! worth, 

XT6 7xrfr, tek (01815 

WR€N - Monica Sevas 



FDNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 


Fuaetd 1X30 am Friday 5th 

December at AD Saints, 

Brsmham family noware 

oedy, any rtnueftriTW eo the 

Ubiveralty of Cambridge 

Veterinary School Trust 

(Cmyrt) «jo Whhee. (BOQ. 


SERVICES 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


j dbd eeriy, 

1st December at Teovril 

PtstrtcT Hospital. Secular 


- at Yeovti 

Cresuitorlesi, Somerset. 

Family flowers only. All 

■iigatiin to CHve Bfahaly 

c/o A./. WakelT ft Sou, 

CHp ii H o us e, 

,fa 


tab (01460) 7459. 


^ALLDCWETS!^ 

■England VN.Zeafd I 
■ RwsNsflons, ■ 
| Wi m bledon 88 ■ 

|088fe,tha verve, P Cofins | 



Tafc Bl7t 217 4123 _ 

Insert MS. IM S RM i N jJ 


TICKETS FOR SALE 








BIT RUGBY WHO* 

•B7 

ENG V NEW ZEAL 

TICKETS AND FUU. 

■ Hospmurr 
PACKAGES 8TU. 
AVAL 

CRBXTCARb ; 
'HOTLINE . 

B17t 878 9090 

Hudson Hays HoapRaBy. 


TICKETS 
England ▼ N-Zeslaid 

TSveNsfioDsECn^y 

Varsity Match 
WnriMedooDebs 
Worid Cop Prance *98 
cmcAodTraANTOM, 

LORD OF THE DANCE 

-. RTVERD ANCE 
OASES. 

AH pop end. Wort End 
thane ' 


' 017132344*0 
Sport ticket tpectafat 


1NTRUGSY 

UNION *97 
ENG VNEW ZEAL 


ic g roagr 

IctEljwSLI 

Act cAfiPBori 


TOR SALE 


2S f oS5ScoI25r xa *- 






Oer 0099. 

atom. 



lormnisg. 


ijj i l ie 


Exclusive 
CTM 8MASP1 

feestPartauH AMssas 

' madetocatedBanal - 
fBdpa.Avag*i8bymal 

onkriifcwstassTHigtag 

faxn«4g to 131kg, ■ 

presantedin ceramic basirs. | 

No Christmas fcUe shortd 

be wfihout 

ftftoftn drtals, tfoptemr! 

0171-465 8686. . 

F0BXN0M&MAS0N 

fteED^LBodraTlAIffij 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 



OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


ranvMLt 



UK HOLIDAYS 


eed' lour .- 
OJ*l 4E1 - 
[Qlll twttw - e 


WINTER SPORTS 


MF8 ewe see M 
amtpo 7 fafe-Ttedl- 
ejpfae , v Wh ge. o f fa 
■ fay asmaeimore reed. 


owatoiw* 


we. Seme 



COMB ATSTaESy 


“A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE’’ 

Start foe Festive Season in The Tunes • ' 
on 22nd December1997 bv sending 

cHcntta friends, family and loved onesifast V 



foe New Yi 

For farther information 
or to reserve your space 


017148119X2 
or Fax.- 01714819313. 
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Big DtitUfy (Shirley 
Crabtree}, wrestler, died 
yesterday after a sfnrte, 
aged 67. He was born on 

November 14 . 1930 . - 

B ig Daddy was one 
of the flamboyant 
showmen of wres- 
, din? in its television 
7 heyday m the 1970s and 1980s. 

watched by incredulous mil¬ 
lions at 4 o’clock on a Satur¬ 
day. The performances had 
abbot the same status in sport 
as Gary Glitter did in music 
Most of the wrestlers belonged 
to the actors; trade union. 
Equity, and Big Daddy was a 
true popular entertainer. 

A fanfare would welcome 
him to die arena, where he 
would shed his cop hat and 
spangled cape to reveal his 
fighting leotard. Flocks of fens 
would applaud his signature 
tune. We Shall Not be Moved, ■. 
before booing and hissing as a 
“bad boy** overwhelmed Big 
Daddy’s lag-team partner. 
The thug would then bah Big 
Daddy himself, before being 
crushed by the 25-stone hero. 
No bookmaker ever offered 
£ odds an Big Daddy’s fights 
p They were carefully staged, 
ami beating Big Daddy was 
said to be against the rules. 
The pugilistic pamomine de¬ 
manded that good conquer 
evil, a moral that appealed to. 
Big Daddy. 

In 1987 Tony -Banger" 
Walsh accused the Crabtrees 
of rigging and rehearsing the 
fights, and said that wrestlers 
would even cany razors so as 
to cut themselves’ when the 
crowd wanted blood. But Big 
Daddy always denied that the 
moves were organised in ad¬ 
vance. saying that most of his 
peers were too stupid to re- 
li member any elaborate plans 
■ T anyway. 

Certainly the - organisers 
could not remove all the dan¬ 
ger. Big Daddy specialised in 
a routine called ~ihe splash”, 
belly-flopping onto his oppo¬ 
nents when they were down, 
and in August 1987 Malcolm 
"King Kong" Kirk died from jt 
heart attack in the ring after 
Big Daddy fell upon him at the 
Hippodrome Circus in Great 
Yarmouth. Two other wrest¬ 
lers had previously died in his 


MALCOLM GREEN 
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arms after fighting other op¬ 
ponents. The wages offered to 
the mm who fought Big 
Daddy were revealed when 
Kirk’s widow received his fee: 
the usual £25 with £5 extra for 
taking on Big Daddy. 

Yorfcs hi remen who are 
christened Shirley after the 
eponymous heroine of Char¬ 
lotte Bronte's novel, tike Big 
Daddy and Big Daddy’s dad¬ 
dy. have to learn to lode after 
themselves. As a boy growing 
up in poverty near Halifax. 
Shirley Crabtree began body¬ 
building with barbells made 


from a broom handle and a 
couple of irons, and his diild- 
. hood heroes were’ strongmen 
such as Georges Hackerv- 
schmidt, Eugene Sandow and 
Douglas Gaik. He was at 
ready fearsome when he 
played rugby league for Brad¬ 
ford Northern second team 
and was cautioned far exces¬ 
sive aggression. 

Like his two brothers he 
became a Blackpool lifeguard 
for a while, rescuing, he said. 
27 people. He worked briefly 
as a coalminer and in a cotton 
mill, but began wrestling for 


money when he was 16. The 
family occasionally appeared 
together, with Shirley adopt¬ 
ing the names Mr Universe 
and the Blond Adonis. His 
brother Brian became a wres¬ 
tling referee, but more impor¬ 
tantly Max. the other brother 
(who had passed die 11-plus) 
became a promoter and tele¬ 
vision agent for Joint Promo¬ 
tions. controlling most of the 
fights. 

Appearing both under his 
real name and as the Battling 
Guardsman — he had served 
briefly in die Coldstream 


Guards — Crabtree occasion¬ 
ally appeared on the same bill 
. as JnnmySavfle. who began 
his showbiz career as a wres¬ 
tler. They never fought each 
other, because Savile was only 
a caldiweight while Crabtree 
was a super-heavyweight, but 
Savile remembered his ability 
to create a mood .of enjoyable 
havoc “as two Yorkshire lads 
we used to terrorise everyone 
everywhere and it was a laugh 
a minute and he had this great 
booming laugh.” Crabtree 
also gained a place in The 
Guinness Book of Records for 
his Min chest Women wres¬ 
tling fans, however, found him 
too aggressive. 

So in 1976 he adopted a new 
and less fierce stage persona, 
with gltoy costumes, and die 
name Big Daddy, after die 
character m Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof. His wife made him a leo¬ 
tard from the chintz sofa cover, 
and for more than a decade he 
was a sort of star, locked in 
bizarre combat with men like 
Giant Haystacks and Mick 
McManus, and appearing as 
the soft-hearted stron gm an on 
progra mm es such as Surprise. 
Surprise and as the subject of 
This is Your Life. He was 
proud to have been recognised 
by Margaret Thatcher and the 
Prince of Wales. 

He was a favourite with 
children, to wham he was de¬ 
voted, and gave a lot of time to 
charity work. He also hosted 
The Big Daddy Saturday 
Show on ITV. He once deliv¬ 
ered his weight in chocolate to 
the sick children in Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, and 
was delighted to be able to | 
bring some distracting cheer. 
“It’s tike being Father Christ¬ 
mas." he said. 

Then, in the mid 1980s, 
television audiences for wres¬ 
tling fell away. The unchang¬ 
ing bouts had become tedious, 
and more freakish shows were 
on offer. Televised wrestling 
ended in 1988, and Big Daddy 
went back to sharing a dress¬ 
ing-room with Sooty in South- 
port and to long walks along 
the Blackpool seafront He 
suffered a stroke in 1993. . 

He was twkemarried. He is 
survived by his second wife, 
Eunice, and by four daughters 
and two sons. 


Malcolm Green. Chief 
Executive of the Shetland 
Islands Council, died on 
November 16 of a 
haemorrhage after 
surgery aged 57. He was 
bom on May 14.1940. 

AS THE flow of on from the 
North Sea began to diminish 
in the late 1980s, the fragile 
economy of Britain’s most 
northerly islands was secured 
by their chief executive officer, 
Malcolm Green, in a series of 
deals he negotiated with the 
oil industry. By persuading 
Shell and BP, against their 
instincts, to keep Shetland’s 
Sullom Voe terminal operat¬ 
ing well into the next century, 
he won the islands a contin¬ 
uing place in the industry even 
as the focus of interest was 
moving to new fields in the 
west and away from onshore 
terminals. 

Green’s proposals were 
roundly attacked at the time, 
because they reduced substan¬ 
tially the rental paid by the 
companies to the Islands 
Council. He also courted un¬ 
popularity by insisting that 
the council’s own staff and 
spending should be pruned. 
But the net result was a for 
healthier outlook than Shet¬ 
land could otherwise have 
anticipated. 

Malcolm Eric Green was 
neither a native Shetlander 
nor particularly interested in 
the oil industry when he first 
went north. Bom and brought 
up in Matlock in Derbyshire, 
the son of a cost accountant at 
IG, he went into accountancy 
himself, working first for ICI 
in Grangemouth, then in the 
finance department of The 
Guardian in Manchester. 

He had, however, inherited 
one other thing from his 
father, and that was a fiddle, 
which he yearned to play. 
With a friend he attended the 
famous summer music school 
at Stirling run by the legend¬ 
ary Shetland fiddler Tom An¬ 
derson. There he became firm 
friends not only with Ander¬ 
son but with his natural heir. 
Aly Bain, also a Shetlander 
and now recognised as Scot¬ 
land’s greatest exponent of the 
art Green determined to drop 
out of the rat race and move to 
Shetland with his wife. Sheila. 



whom he had met in Grange¬ 
mouth and married in 1964. 

Responding to an advertise¬ 
ment for an assistant director 
of finance at Shetland Islands 
Council, he was offered the job 
and moved with his family to 
tiie islands’ capital. Lerwick, 
in 197S. He won rapid promo¬ 
tion and within ten years was 
chief executive of the council, 
and one of the most powerful 
men in Shetland. 

Just as important to him, if 
not more so. was the Shetland 
Folk Festival, which he found¬ 
ed, and his own position in the 
Gamer’s Dream Band where 
he played his beloved fiddle, if 
not with consummate skill, at 
least with enthusiasm. Tall, 
bearded and prone to unset¬ 
tling silences in mid-conversa¬ 
tion. Green could seem intimi¬ 
dating. 

A hearing problem meant 
that his own diction was 
sometimes indistinct: he was 
not good in his dealings with 
the media: he made it crystal 
clear that he thought the 
council for which he worked 
was profligate and inefficient; 
because he understood the 
intricacies of ofl funding better 


than most of his colleagues, he 
sometimes made them feel 
uncomfortable in his presence 
and made enemies. 

But he also won many 
friends and admirers, who 
understood his utter commit¬ 
ment to the welfare of the 
islands and his long-term 
strategy to secure their future. 
In private he was a genuinely 
winy man, and excellent com¬ 
pany. Through a series of kind 
and private acts he helped 
many Shetlanders who were 
down on their luck. One of his 
prized possessions was a small 
model puffin, given to him by 
an old lady he had helped with 
sane housing advice. In 1993, 
he was thrust into the lime¬ 
light when the tanker Braer 
went aground, spilling mil¬ 
lions of gallons of oil on to the 
Shetland coastline. Green took 
over the twice-daily press con¬ 
ferences. organised the local 
response and set up an emer¬ 
gency forum lo protect the 
islands’ fragile environment 
The case for compensation 
which he launched is still 
before the courts. 

He leaves his widow, and 
two sons. 


EDGAR CERELY 


if h * 
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Edgar Orefy. MM, 
w art ime bomber - 

navigator, died es 
November W aged 76. He 
was born on August 28. 
W2L 

. -ad 

FOR his robust and forthright 


tefcjt^-^loal shepherds, 
sfeyed-ax lasge tn the Cretan 
roounfams throughout the lat¬ 
ter winter of 1941-42 Hr was 
subsequently evacuated to 
hforihAfrica by beat 

acknowl¬ 
edged tbe help given him and 


action in escaping from the; tse^egfieafpes by the poor 
dutches of the Germans who tended then- 


dutches of the Germans who tended then- 

occupied Crete, Edgar hard-favoured 

received the unusual award ed -gpbBtds. Like their 

a Military Medal while serv-^ tSgjq&f mainland compatriots^ 
ing in the RAF Volunteer!/ fiiy haveasperial place in the 
Reserves Though suffering flikaacm cif wardens, RAF 
from wounds sustained when' ^pPffcswbo flew in tbe Eastern 
his torpedo bomber crash- Mc ditena nean ffaeaay. On 
landed (as wefl as frnm the- -occasions vfflage poetx even 
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conditions) he broke freedom 
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trying to defend Hellenic 
airspace. 

On November 2» I94L 
Cerely was a sergeant naviga¬ 
tor in a Bristol Beaufort of No 
39 Squadron which was 
searching for enemy shipping 
off southwest Greece. The 
aircraft’s four-man crew were 
returning to their base in 
Egyp* when the Beaufort 
passed through a violent elec¬ 
trical storm which resulted in 
discrepancies of up to 60 
degrees in its three magnetic 


With no means of flying a 
reliable course, die men con¬ 
tinued in what they hoped was 
tire general direction of Egypt 
untiL just as fuel was running 
law. they saw mountains 


ahead and prepared for a 
forced landing. Cerely jetti¬ 
soned tiie bombs, and the 
pilot, Flight Lieutenant Lent- 
on. brought the aircraft down 
cm a rocky shore. Its nose 
broke off and Cerely was flung 
through the rent in the fuse¬ 
lage. sustaining severe lacer¬ 
ations. Lenton suffered scalp 
wounds, but the wireless oper¬ 
ator, Sergeant Langley, and 
the gunner. Sergeant Mac- 
Cormachie, were uninjured. 

Realising that they had put 
down on enemy-occupied 
Crete, the men. hid for tiie 
night in the hills, returning to 
the wreckage next morning to 
secure the emergency rations. 
Sating off into the mountains 
again, they were lucky enough 
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to encounter a local postman 
who. after a long and gruel- 
ling scramble through rocky 
defiles, brought them to a 
village whose inhabitants hid 
them at great risk to them¬ 
selves. 

In the aftermath of the 
German victory in May. there 
were still many British and 
Commonwealth troops in hid¬ 
ing in Crete, and the SOE was 
trying to evacuate these while 
setting up guerrilla activity. 
The Beaufort crew rried to. 
escape by boat with some of 
these fugitive soldiers, but the 
engine foiled end they had to 
return to shore. The SOE then 
advised them to make for the 
south coast, another gruelling 
inarch over the mountainous 
interior of the island. 

Langley was forced to drop 
out after four days and was 
captured by the Germans. 
Weakened by his injuries. 
Cerely later collapsed with 
exhaustion himself, but the 
other men borrowed a donkey 
to carry him. On die coast, 
they joined a group of soldiers 
who were waiting to be taken 
off by submarine. But on the 
appointed day a st or m blew 
up and the dinghies could not 
be launched. 

Advised that the Germans 
had discovered where they 
were, they dispersed. Cerely 
now decided to make for the 
village of KefaJas on the north 
coast with a soldier who knew 
of a rowing boar hidden there. 
After a long march, guided by 
Cretan shepherds, the pair 
reached Refelas, where they 
joined up with two more 
soldiers and a young Cretan 
who wanted to escape. After 
several weeks being hidden 
and fed by local people, by 
March 1942 the five men had 



prepared and provisioned the 
boat and set ofi, hoping to 
island-hop to Turkey. 

But after three days of 
arduous rowing, another 


them onshore. Rounded up by 
the Germans, they were 
marched over tiie mountains 
towards Heraklion and cap¬ 
tivity. But on the first evening, 
Cerely, who was pretending to 
have trouble with his make¬ 
shift shoes, lagged behind 
with one of the aimed guards 
while the rest of the file passed 
round the curve of a moun¬ 
tain. Emaciated and enfeebled 
though he was, he smashed 
the guard in the face with all 


his force and then bounded 
recklessly down the mountain, 
eventually tumbling over and 
cracking a bone in has ankle. A 
young Cretan found him and 
carried him to safety. 

Looked after by shepherds, 
Cerely recovered from his 
injuries and was able to start 
walking back to the west. By 
extraordinary coincidence he 
met his pilot. Reggie Lenton, 
in the mountains, and they 
subsequently joined another 
group of escapers who includ¬ 
ed MacConnachie. The SOE 
directed them to a small bay 
where, this time, they were 
successfully taken off by ca¬ 
ique, landing at Bardia in 


Libya at the end of May 1942. 
They had been ar large in 
enemy-occupied Crete for al¬ 
most seven months. For his 
resource and bravery. Cerely 
was awarded tiie MM. 

Returning to England he 
completed another operation¬ 
al tour, this time in Welling¬ 
tons. On one occasion, his 
aircraft survived a mid-air 
collision with another Wel¬ 
lington over the Dutch coast. 
He was commissioned in the 
course of this tour, and ended 
the war as a flight lieutenant 

Edgar Roy Cerely was bora 
in Lfttlehampton and educat¬ 
ed at Sho reham Grammar 
School. He applied for aircrew 
training at the outbreak of the 
Second World War. 

On demobilisation he 
worked in the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, taking early retirement 
in 1972. He later had a 
successful picture gallery and 
framing business in Shore- 
ham-by-Sea. Cerely never for¬ 
got his Cretan friends and 
visited the island on numer¬ 
ous occasions, sometimes for 
months on end, helping them 
with the work of putting up 
new buildings. 

He liked pushing himself to 
the limits of physical endur¬ 
ance. From March to June 
1990, then aged 68. he went on 
a sponsored walk with his 
nephew, from Seven oaks 
across Europe and over the 
Alps, down through Italy to 
Athens, resorting to the ferry 
only for the Newhaven- 
Dieppe and Brindisi-Patras 
crossings. They walked 
2,675km to raise a substantia] 
sum of money for Save tiie 
Children Fund. 

Cerely married Ivy Morrell 
in 1943. She and their son and 
daughter survive him. 


THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ON THIS DAY 


DISSOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY 

THE TIMES OFFICE.' 4 o*aock bjh. 

PARIS. TUESDAY. DEC 2.4 pJTL 
The President of the Republic was informed 

last night that a meeting was held at General 
Chaogamier's house, attended by M. Thiers, 
M. Baze, and others of the chiefs of parties, at 
which it was decided that the coup against the 

President should bemade this very day—that 
is. that he should be arrested, the Assembly 
pro ro g u ed or dissolved, and no doubt the 
Republic abolished. 

It was considered absolutely necessary to 
lake steps immediately. Procla m a ti o n s were 
at once prepared, addressed to die nation and 
to the army, in the _ former of which the 
President explained bis causes of complaint. 
. and declared that instead of employing itself 
in taking care of the interests of the people die 
Assembly had only become a' theatre of 
conspiracies and plots against him. the elect of 
the people. He makes an appeal to the people 
bv .whom he has been elected. He restores 
universal suffrage, summons die people so 
assemble next month in their cornices totJed 
a new assembly: to this new assembly he will 
resign his powers, and let the nation exercise 
hs will in ether dating or rejecting him — 


December3,1851 


Louis Napoleon Bomzparse (1808-73) ms elected 
President in 1&48. From the outset there w as a 

a He between him and the Assembly. On its 
i ition he assumed the title of Napoleon BJ. 
The defeat of France by Prussia in 1870forced 
him to abdicate: he fled to England and died at 
Oilslehurst. Kent. 

“APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE." 
“Frenchmen.- The present situation cannot 
last much longer. Each day die situation of the 
country becomes worse. The Assembly, which 
oughrro be tbe firmest supporter of order, has 
become a theatre of ptoB .. In place of 
making laws for tiie general interest of the 
people ir was forging arms for civil war. It 
attacked the power I hold directly from the 
people; it encouraged every evil passion; it 
endangered the repose tf France. I have 
dissolved it, and I make tiie -whole people 
judge between me and it... 

“1, Then, make a loyal appeal ro the entire 


nation: and I say to you if you wish fo continue 
this state of disquietude and malaise that 
degrades you and endangers the future, 
choose another person in my place.. . If. on 
the contrary, you have still confidence in me, 
give me the means of accomplishing the 
gratvd mission 1 hold from you... Persuaded 
dial the instability of power, dial the 
preponderance of a single Assembly, are die 
permanent causes of trouble and discord, i 
submit to your suffrages die fundamental 
bases of a constitution which the assemblies 
wiD develop hereafter. 

“1. A responsible chief named for 10 years. 

"2. The Ministers dependent on the Exec¬ 
utive alone, 

“3. A Council of Stale formed of the most 
distinguished men preparing the laws and 
maintaining the discussion before the leg¬ 
islative corps. 

“4. A legislative corps, discussing and 
voting tht laws, named by universal suffrage, 
without the scran n de liste which Ealsifies the 
election. 

“5. A second Assembly formed of all the 
illustrious persons of the nation: a prmon- 
derating power, guardian of the fundmnental 
pact and of public liberty... 

(Signed) IDUIS NAPOLEON BONAPARTE 

Palace erf die EJys^e, 2 ,“ 
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NEWS 


Tax shock for middle-income savers 

■ Hundreds of thousands of people who have accumulated 
more than £50.000 in popular savings schemes could have to 
pay more tax after the confirmation that Peps and Tessas are to 
be scrapped. 

In its first open threat to middle-income earners, the 
Government said that its new individual savings accounts 
(Isas) would restrict tax-free investments for the better-off to 
finance incentives for lower-paid savers -.--Page I 

Opera report dismays Covent Garden 

■ Mary Allen, the chief executive of the Royal Opera House, 

was hurt and dismayed by a parliamentary report into its 
management and funding which was circulated to the 
principle figures. The report, produced by a committee headed 
by Gerald Kaufman, will be published today-Page I 



Council tax rises 

Council taxes are expected to rise 
by up to 10 per cent next year 
under a new spending package 
for town halls-unveiled by John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister-Page 1 

Payments frozen 

The Government fuelled the row 
over lone-parent benefits by an¬ 
nouncing a freeze on payments 
for existing single parents. More 
than 120 Labour MPs are already 
threatening to rebel over plans to 
cut payments-Page 17 

Illegal detention 

A large number of mentally ill 
patients are illegally detained in 
hospitals, according to a Court of 
Appeal judgement-.....—Page 2 ■ 

Bottom score 

Cambridge University acquired 
an unwanted addition to its list of 
academic distinctions when a 
team from New Hall recorded the 
lowest score on University 
Challenge _-Page 5 

Nazi gold clash 

Switzerland dashed with Jewish 
leaders over claims that it still 
owes billions of dollars in gold 
stolen by Nazi Germany. Page 6 

Spencer evidence 

Earl Spencer is almost certain to 
be forced to give evidence today to 
finalise the acrimonious divorce 
from his wife after he agreed a 
settlement estimated at 
£2 million-Page 8 


‘Hothead’ farmers 

The Agriculture Minister told 
“hothead" Welsh farmers that 
any escalation of protests over 
cheap Irish imports would delay 
the lifting of the European Union 
ban an British beef.--Page 9 

New church role 

Plans to dose two thirds of the 
City' of London’s churches have 
been abandoned. Instead, the An¬ 
glican churches in the Square 
Mile are to be redeveloped into 
“spiritual trail blazers "—.Page 10 

Gore’s tightrope 

America appeared to have made 
a dramatic new compromise to 
cut greenhouse gases as Al Gore, 
the Vice-Pres idem, prepared to 
walk a political tightrope at the 
UN summit_Page 14 

Mandela daughter 

The youngest daughter of Presi¬ 
dent Mandela was alleged to 
have joined her mother in torture 
sessions-Page 15 

President resigns 

The President of Pakistan re¬ 
signed after losing a power strug¬ 
gle with Nawaz Sharif, foe Prime 
‘ Minister. It took the Pakistan 
Army to save what is left of a 
crumbling democracy—Page 16 

Gibraltar surprise 

Britain moved to unblock an in¬ 
creasingly bitter impasse with 
Spain over Gibraltar by malting 
a concession that surprised Nato 
defence ministers_Page 17 



Still three weeks to go bat Epsom Downs. Surrey, woke op yesterday to a Christmas card landscape. More snow is on foe way. Page I 


Banking: National Westminster is 
ro sell foe bulk of its NatWest 
Markets business for £179 million, 
bringing down foe final curtain on 
attempts by British banks to estab¬ 
lish themselves as global players in 

investment banking-Page 25 

$4 billion writ Ernst & Young 
International, foe accountancy and 
consulting group, feces a $4 billion 
lawsuit over its part in foe collapse 
of a US retailer_Page 25 

Department stores: Sears has be¬ 
gun the promised auction of its 
British Shoe Corporation by selling 
Dokns to a joint venture headed by 
Alexon for £1.6 million —Page 25 
Markets: The FTSE100 rose 55.8 to 
4977.6. Sterling fell to 105.4 after 
falling from $1.6847 to $1.6821 and 
DM2.9942 to DM2.9846... Page 28 


Football: England are not among 
foe right seeds for the World Cup 
finals, the price of their failure to 
qualify in 1994-Page 48 

Motor racing: British American To¬ 
bacco has bought foe Tyrrell team 
for an estimated £18 million. A new 
team named British American Rac¬ 
ing ■ will join Formula One in 

1999-Page 45 

Rugby union: For all the brave 
words extracted by the England 
management from a draw and two 
defeats, they have an intractable 
problem when they name foe XV to 

play New Zealand_Page 48 

Rugby league: Only two Super 
League chibs were found to be 
profitable and several have been 
deemed technically insolvent in an 
independent survey-Page 45 I 


Sad twist to a tragic romance 

■ The true story of a doomed wartime romance between a 
young Welsh Guardsman and the beautiful Polish girl he met 
and married in a German prison camp made perfect material 
for a film. But the tragic ending al Bride of War has turned out 
to have a twist. Instead of dyihg in the camp the girl lived for 
another 50 years, unknown to her husband_ Page 3 



Pop crackers: It's that time of year 
again when otherwise sane record 
companies put out novelty Christ¬ 
mas singles. So will it be Tde- 
tubbies at No 1?___Page 34 

SmaU wonders: Can the children’s 
classic The Borrowers fight Dis¬ 
ney’s stranglehold on young 
cinema-goers? It will all be in 
the packaging, say the marketing 
men_—____*-Page 35 

Dynamic duo: Marten Friis and 
Uife Savery are better known as foe 
Safri Duo, two percussionists who 
are bringing their 1.8 tons of kit to 
the Wigmore Hall™_.Page 35 

BOchner’s mhtfb Danton's Death 
and Woyzeck are mature, confident 
plays: now David Farr’s produc¬ 
tion at foe Gate aims toputleo/ice 
and Lena alongside,_Page 36 
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□ General: another cold day right 
across Die country with mist or freezing 
log possible across Wales and centra 
parts of England. Eastern England, 
North Wales, Northern Ireland and 
Scotland wffl have a few showers The 
South West will stay mostly dry. 

□ London, SE, E, Cent N England, E 
Anglia: cold day with the odd wintry 
shower and some sunshine. Light to 
moderate N to NE wind. Max 6C (3F). 

□ Cent S, NW England, EAW Mid¬ 
lands, Lakes: early frost and fog. Cold 
again but dry and sunny. Light N wind. 
Max 6C (43F). 

□ Channel Isles: chiljy with showers 
and sunny spete- Max 7C (39-45F). 

□ sw England, SAN Wales, loM, N 
Ireland: suiny spells and coastal 
showers after early fog.and frost. Ught 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
Geoff Brown sees 
Sylvester Stallone take a 
stand in Copland 

■ BOOKS 

Raymond Seitz uncovers 
Thomas Jefferson's 
Parisian adventure, 
PeterAckroyd hails! 
London's chaotic beauty 


to moderate N wind. Max 7C (45 F). 

□ N E England: wintry showere. 
Moderate NE wind. Max 6C (43F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Cent Highlands, Moray 
Firth, NE Scotland, Orkney, Shet¬ 
land: cold with sunny spells,. wintry 
showers, snow on hills. Moderate N to 
NE wind. Max BC (43F): 

□ SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, Ar¬ 
gyll: cold, sunny spells, coastal show- 
era. Moderate NE wind. Max 6C (43F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: showers on 
north-facing coasts, otherwise dry. 
Wind light northerly, max 8C (46F). 

□ Outlook: staying cold tomorrow, 
with showers In the north and east. 
Mostly bright in the south and west, with 
sharp overnight frosts. Milder In the 
north with rain on Friday. 


Attar girt: Athene Malpas an why 
Nicole Cantos is better off without 
the groom who left her standing ar 

the altar-;—-:-—Page 18 

Miracle or cure: AiqjanaAbuja re¬ 
ports on an abjective look at alter¬ 
native treatments--..Page IS 

Unthinking tWnken Roger Scruton 
has been called foe “unthinking 
man's thinking mam” yet, as a phi¬ 
losopher of remfokabfe .range, he 
demands attention—-Impact 19 


Offroad: Dramatic measises. are 
being devised Jor London and in 
housing develqimerrts around the 
country to deal wifo~ the car 
congestion —.— -Page 37 


Seasonal change: Tbr secretaries 
who are unhappy with their jobs, 
this Is the season to start looking 
around.: -Page 41 


. . ..... 


The principle of extending the 
international presence in Bosnia 
has been accepted. It represents 
simple common sense. Bosnia to¬ 
day remains a fragile construction 
which must be defended as much 
against itself as against the region¬ 
al appetites of tts powerful neigh¬ 
bours. The only hope of ensuring 
the healing process will be found in 
long-term therapy applied from the 
outside Le Soir, Brussels 


Preview: Identical can also naan' 
different 7Wnr —theDhided Sdf. 
(ITV, 9pm). ReviMr. Matthew 
Bond on a boss getting the dirty 

end of it—---Pages 47 


In a cloud 

The Human Rights: jjp w31 shift 
foe balance between Parhamem 
and foe crams, to an extent thsr 
may take semw yeare fo btoonie 
evident. That is all foe more i 

to ad derisively to prevent it iron- 
restricting, ri^M from the start and 
as-if by accklenL freedam thar 
have for centuries dis tin g u ished 
this country m foe worlds Pag* 21 

The Robinson plan 

Labour no longer taxes foe rich 
simply for fun of from envy. Bur 
under today's New Austerity, foe 
well-off ran no longer expect to 
keep tax breaks that have little 
rational jusrificmfon-^-^.Ea8e 21 


SIMONJEHK 3 NS 

We are back in 1520L The Lord 
Chancelfor thinks hd b Cardinal 
Wolsey. The Prime Msrister cuts a 
dash as Henry, vm - - Page 20 

JOHN PRESCOTT 1 

We want focal government to thrive 
and to'be reinvigprated. We want 
focal people to become involved, to 
vote; to take part, itoizfouence ~ not 
just to use the services —I Page 26 


Today is a very big day tor me. It te 
foe last tune 1 shall use the word 
: Cricklewood. That is because there 
are 1.6 billion Chinese, aboard this 
planet, and none of them can pro¬ 
nounce It_,_——Page 20 

SIMON BARNES 

The gentrifiearian of football can go 
no further. Last weekend. Prince 
Hairy was snapped, a face in the 
crowd at the Arsenal. We can sure¬ 
ly celebrate football's ultimate so¬ 
cial achievement. God for Harry. 
England and the Arsenal. Page 44 


Big Daddy, wrestler: Malcolm 
Green, Shetland Islands chief exec¬ 
utive: Edgar Caraly, wartime 
bomber navigator — Page 23 


Minimum wage: tobacco sponsor¬ 
ship; defense procurement; target¬ 
ing tax: beef exports: laser pens; 
defamation law; Zimbabwe land 
seizure: Southport —..—Page 21 
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Corfu 

Cptaan 

DubfcT 

OubravnOc 

Faro 

HofBflca 

Frankluti 

Funchal 

Genov* 




Times Two Crossword, page 48 






CANT CEDAR WOOD 
FOR THE TREES? 

So many private health 
schemes, k> many choices. 
WPA Cedar is the simple 
choice; value-far-money, all 
the benefits 70a want, and 
unbeatable customer service. 

QWRMi 

Western Provident Association 
FREECALL 0500 41 42 43 


Istanbul 

Tathlul, 

•iBuuan 

JoTx*n 

KanacH 

L Anoeis 

LPtmaa 

LoTquot 

Ijabon 

Locarno 

Lunmbg 
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Uefa'mw 

Marios C 

Mteni 

Mean 

Momraai 

Moscow 

Munich 

NDaW 

N York 

Nairobi 


Mew 

Oslo 
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Unit trust groups likely 
to lose out as Peps go 

By Anne Ashworth, personal finance editor - 


SUPERMARKETS and life 
insurance companies stand 
to prosper from the new 
individual savings account 
(Isa). Labour's tax-free re¬ 
placement for the two Tory 
savings incentives, tax-ex¬ 
empt special savings ac¬ 
counts flessas) and personal 
equity plans (Peps). 

The outlook may be more 
bleak for the investment man¬ 
agers who have dcantnated the 
£58 billion Pep market Shares 
at quoted unit trust groups fell. 
Proposals for the new account, 
outlined in a consultation docu¬ 
ment published yesterday, 
would put unit trust groups at 
a disadvantage in the sayings 
world of the new millennium. 

Privately some dismissed 
features of the newaocount as 
“gimmicky”, including the lot¬ 
tery-style £1.000 a month pri» 
for savers. . - 

Insurance companies, by 
omtrast. welcomed the propos¬ 
als under which EMXXEor die 
15JOOO annual Isa l a nh can be 
put into life insurance pcikks. 
The Association of British In¬ 
surers said it may seek to have 
this limit raised. Insurers haw 
lung complained that tax reliefs; 
favoured building societies and 


as this would make them more 
easily accessible to die low 
paid among whom it wishes to 
encourage more thrift. 

Even Schroders. one of the 
largest and most successful 
unit trust groups, conceded 
that the Isa’S success among 
those on low incomes would 
be “in the hands of new 
distributors”. ‘ 

Tesco, which has 400.000 
account hoklers, explained 
that the 12 million people who 
buy at its shops each week 
would be able to put money 
into their Isas at the checkout 
No modification of. -tills is 
necessary. Andrew Coker, of 
Tesco Personal Finance; said: 


Savings tan. 


"People coming through our 
checkouts will want to take 
advantage of this." 

BESt Investment, which 
^wdafises in the analysis of 
Peps and unit trusts, predicted 
that the supermarkets ami 
high street banks would be the 
greatest beneficiaries from the 


unit trusts. Tax relief on introduction of the new ac- 
insurance premiumswas but that unit trust 

ished in the 1984 Budget. . -groups could be the losers. 

The Isa. which will supplant '? f 'Jtaon Hollands, a BESt 
Ftps and Tessas in April 5999^_ ^have^nem director, explained 
is good new? for supermarkets dint many existing unit trust 
that have branched out mtej^-jgppnp cus tomers already held 
hanking. Ministers are partic-*.vtnore than £5G,O00m peps, 
ulariy eager that these chains" ' This is the limit aiii&e amount 
should carer the new acceums.,of Pep hoWingstoat may be 


By 1 Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent * 

THE All-Party inquiry into the “There has been a good -deal 
future of coal will today be said about RJB*s profitability 
urged to look ar scrapping all recently. But the generators 
gas-fired power stations that lave been making high profits 
have planning consent but by not passing on the cheaper 
which haw not been built. . oostsofcoal." 

The move would mark a . His arguments will be 
fundamental rebalancing of backed by new research bring 
energy fuel mix arid shift it considered by . the Trades 
from pure market forces. . Union Congress. This, passed 

The call from the British to the TUC tty, Hugh Lee, an 
Association of Collieiy Man- energy consultant says that 
a cement will be made as the the generators will be making 
dash for gas comes increasing-, expess profits if they pay tes 
ly under the f^pc^xght amid than £130 a gigapule qf ««L 
awl\declining market as h is on those projections 

Hundreds of miners are that the regulator based his 
expected to lobby the Govern- recent supply price control. It 
ment rodav as the Trade and is. thought that recent deals 
Industry Select Committee between RIB and Eastern and 
-holds an investigation into the National Fewer have been 
future of coal in the face of struck at between £I.17p to 
expected pir closures. £IJ0p. The regulator, how- 

P&t Carragher, general sec- -ever, has no power .over die 
rvtar) of BACM, will urgetoe ge«ratonL , __ _ " 

radical end to the dash for gas 
while calling for greater sou- 
liny of the eleccridry genera¬ 
tors. He will say that white the 
price of coal has fallen by 40 
per cent over five years, this 
has not been translated into a 
similar reduction in genera¬ 
tion prices. He Said yesterday. 


ffal pit closures atitoeetectric- 
. ity market John Battle,.Energy 
Minister, has held no talks 
with Stephen Uttieduld, die 
regulator, over the future for 
di e coal industry. __ 
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transferred mto an Isa, and 
also the' fifetime fiznft on 
holdings. Schroders will be 
among the unit trust groups 
campaigning for a significant¬ 
ly higher ceiling. ’ 

■ Unit trust groups would also 
be hard-pressed to make 
money from die new accounts, 
as they could be more expen¬ 
sive id administer. The Isa will 
be able to hold a mixture of 
cash, shares, insurance policies 
and National Savings, making 
them flexible for investors but 
costly to run.There is likely to 
be strong pressure from minis¬ 
ters for low charges. 

Fidelity, one of die largest 
grou ps, conceded that there 
would be extra administration. 
A spokesman added: “It will 
require a whole new layer of 
Big Brother monitoring to 
police the limits." 

David Mossop. chief execu¬ 
tive of Perpetual, the largest 
Pep provider, called the Isa as 
an "administrative headache”. 
He calculated that 2 per cent of 
his customers have more than 
£50,000 invested in Peps. But 
he confirmed that the larw 
unit trust groups would still be 
selling Isas. The Perpetual 
share price fell 177'2pto £2433. 

Ambrose McGinn, director 
of retail savings at Abbey 
National, said: “As one of the 
UK’s leading savings institu¬ 
tions with a relationship with 
one in three households and 
the largest customer base, we 
look forward to working with 
die Government to refine its 
proposals." 


Sears sells 
Dolcis 
for £1.6m 

By Fraser Nelson 

SEARS, the troubled 
Sdfridges-to-WalHs group, 
has started the promised auc¬ 
tion erf its British Shoe Corpo¬ 
ration by selling Dolcis to a 
joint venture headed by 
Alexoo fra' £1-6 million. 

The company, which last 
month put all its 400 shoe 
shops up for sale, expects to 
make a £13 million loss on 
Dolcis and lose a further £137 
- mflfion from disposing of tire 
remaining three chains. 

Dolcis will be run by John 
Osborn, chief executive of 
Aleacon, and ultimately con¬ 
trolled by Eledra Fleming, a 
venture capital house, which 
is putting in £7 million of 
working capitaL 

Alexoo wfl] take on L500 
Dolcis staff and rent shops 
froffl'Urmamcd third parties. 

' Alexoo is putting up £6 
milli on, and can boy out 
Electra for E14 million in the 
nerd twio years. After that it 
must pay up to £30 mflfion— 

a deal guaranteeing that 
Eledra wfll at least double its 
money if Dolcis returns to 
financial health. Sears 
duties added hg fo 49p, 



Gamble loses: the RSA chief was perceived as being at odds with the deputy chairman 

Gamble goes at Royal & Sun 

By Marianne Curphey. insurance correspondent 


RICHARD GAMBLE, chief 
executive of Royal & SunAl- 
liance, is the first casualty in a 
reorganisation of the compos¬ 
ite insurer's board announced 
yesterday. - 

RSA shares rose 16p to 560p 
after .the announcement that 
he had been replaced with 
immediate effect by Robert 
Mendelsohn, 51. who until 
now has run five US operation. 
RSA was unable to say wheth¬ 
er Mr Gamble, 58. had a new 


job outside the company to go 
to when he leaves at the end of 
the month. He recently cashed 
in share options worth £13 
mflfion and could walk away 
from the post with a £750,000 
payout — twice his annual 
salary. 

The shake-up follows criti¬ 
cism from the City that the 
board was top-heavy and that 
Mr Gamble and Roger Tay¬ 
lor. the executive deputy chair¬ 
man of RSA had differing 


views over strategy*. Mr Tay¬ 
lor. chairman of the Associ¬ 
ation of British Insurers, has 
also relinquished his manage¬ 
ment duties to become non¬ 
executive deputy chairman. 

Patrick Gillam, who suc¬ 
ceeded Sir Christopher Ben¬ 
son as chairman and who had 
a secret brief to sort out the 
management structure, said: 
"This is the natural next step 
in the development of the 
group." 


NatWest 
to sell 
bulk of 
Markets 
for £179m 

By Alasdajr Murray 

NATWEST GROUP revealed 
yesterday that it is to sell the 
bulk of its NaiWest Markets 
business for £179 million — 
bringing down the final curtain 
on attempts by UK banks to 
establish themselves as global 
players in the investment bank¬ 
ing market. 

Bankers Trust, the US in¬ 
vestment bank, is to buy 
NatWest's UK and European 
equities business while Deut¬ 
sche Morgan Grenfell is pur¬ 
chasing the US and Asian 
derivatives business for £50 
million. 

The price represented a £55 
million premium over net asset 
value although NatWest re¬ 
vealed it would be taking a 
£210 million provision to cover 
the costs of the sale and 
internal restructuring — in 
addition to the previously an¬ 
nounced £77 million charge for 
options mispricing. 

The bank also said that it 
expected losses from its 
NarWesi Markets arm to total 
£210 million for the year. 

NatWest’s decision to exit the 
loss-making business closely 
follows the sale of the majority 
of Barclays’ investment bank¬ 
ing arm, BZW, to Credit Suisse 
First Boston for £100 million. 

The bank also dropped a 
strong hint Thai it would return 
capital to shareholders next 
year because the sale had freed 
up about £5 billion used as 
asset backing for the 
businesses. 

NatWest added that it was in 
discussions over the sale of its 
Asian cash equities business 
and Australian investment 
businesses. 

The bank will also shut its 
US cash equity business, but 
the company insisted that it is 
committed to building up its 
US and UK corporate advisory 
businesses. _ 
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Ernst & Young 
in $4bn action 

From Oliver August in new york 
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Reassuring 

Shares in Williams, the 
former conglomerate, rose 
S p to 32S* p after the 
security and alarm services 
group released a positive 
trading statement that 
reassured the market 
about prospects. 

Page 30 

Extortion 

Japan’s most notorious 
racketeer, Ryuichi Koike, 
pleaded guilt}’yesterday 
to extorting lens of millions of 
dollars from top Japanese 
financial firms. His prey 
included Japan's big four 
brokers, and (he now defunct 
Yamaichi. page 31 


ERNST & YOUNG Interna¬ 
tional. the accountancy and 
consulting group, faces a $4 
billion lawsuit over hs part in 
tiie collapse of a US clothing 
retailer. 

■ In the biggest damages case 
brought against an accountant, 
the bankruptcy trustee for 
Merry-Go-Round, which failed 
in 1996, is suing Ernst & Young 
for alleged neligence and 
fraud. Deborah Hunt Devan. 
tiie trustee, is seeking Si billion 
in compensatory damages, the 
market value of the retailer in 
1993 when it hired Ernst & 
Young, phis $3 billion in puni¬ 
tive damages. Ernst & Young 
was hired to revive the ailing 
business. 

The damage, if awarded by 
a court in Baltimore where the 
suit was filed, would be similar 
in sice to Ernst & Young’S US 
revalues this year. 

The accountant was paid 
$43 million for advising Mer- 
ryGo-Round. The retailer al¬ 
leges that Ernst & Young was 
using "young and inexperi¬ 
enced accountants” who “utter¬ 
ly failed to take the most basic 
steps required”. 


One of the items on the list 
of complaints concerns the 
closure of some of its 1,500 
shops. According to the suit. 
Ernst & Young was slow to 
terminate loss-making opera¬ 
tions. When the closures 
came, they were scheduled 
just before Christmas, the 
most profitable shopping per¬ 
iod. Ms Devan said: “E&Y's 
untimely and incompetent 
performance of its duties was 
a direct and proximate cause 
of the failure of Merry-Go- 
Round to be reorganised and 
restructured successful." 

The “big six" accountancy 
groups, which now earn sig¬ 
nificant parts of their total 
revenue from consulting 
work, are rarely the subject of 
bifiiorvdollar lawsuits. Ernst 
& Young said they had not 
received toe legal documents 
but saw no oasis for the 
allegations. 

Merry-Go-Round accounts 
were being audited by KPMG | 
Peat Marwick, which is plan- ; 
ning to merge with Ernst & 
Young, raising the possibility 
of a high-profile conflict of 
interests. 


Branson expects WH S to name its price 


|,ifr 


By Chris Ayres 

I RICHARD BRANSON. 5?“* 

Virgin empire, said 
L-xptncd WH Smith to name a pnee 
within twu weeks for its TSper cen 
stake in the Virgin Our Jw/J 
vwiture. which owns the Virgin 

mrucU down, a \«S mflhj# 1 

Mr Branam. and smjnrjty «tet^ 

that d planned to sell toe stake but 




. refused to comment on the timing of a 
possible deal. . , ■ . 

If WH Smith waits until 1099 irean 

buy out Virgin'S 25 0011 st ? kc 311(5 

own tiie right to use the Virgin name 
for music retailing in the UK until 
2021. But Mr Branson said: “Tfrat is 
not whir they've said they're going to 
da They want to sell it and we’re still 
waiting for them to tell us h ow much 
far. then well be happy to respond. 

There’s a price at which well buy and a 

price at which we won’t” 


Mr Branson, who was.celebrating 
the first anniversary of his record label. 
VZ yesterday, said he had renewed his 
ambitions in the music industry. He 
expected VZ which this week released 
the tribute album to Diana, ftincess of 
Wales, to be worth more than £600 
million in five years’ time. In 1992 la 
sold Virgin Records to the then Thom 
EMI as a casfrraising eXerdse for his 
Virgin Atlantic airline. The deal re¬ 
stricted him from re-entering therausic 
busmessfof 30 months. 


V2 is regarded as unique in the 
music industry because it has indepen¬ 
dent offices all over the world, with die 
level of funding usually available only 
to publidy quoted companies. Mr 
Branson is believed to be prepared to 
spend up to £60 million on establishing 
toe label. V2 is fbrecasing a doubling of 
sales to more than £60 million next 
year. Yesterday it signed Underworld, 
the dance music act made famous by 
the film Trainspotting, and is estab- 
lishingan Internet distribution system. 
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Hogg Robinson to beat pensions deadline 


By Dominic Walsh 

HOGG ROBINSON, the travel and 
financial services group pilloried by 
die Government earlier this year for 
its pensions mis-selling compensa¬ 
tion record, expects to have cleared 
all outstanding priority cases by 
March. 

In July the company headed a table 
of the worst offenders issued by the 
Government as part of its “naming 
and shaming" tactic, having settled 


only I per cent of priority cases. But 
the company said yesterday that it 
expects to meet die deadline for 
settling priority cases for people 
approaching retirement age. 

David Raddiffe. chief executive, 
said 54 per cent of priority cases had 
been completed by October, and the 
total of 1.900 cases would be settled 
by March, well ahead of the Decem¬ 
ber 1998 deadline. 

The cost of settling cases has 
increased because of the impact of 


advance corporation tax changes and 
higher annuity costs. However. Nev¬ 
ille Bain, chairman, said: “We believe 
there will be no material fina n cial 

impact over and above our current 
provisions for priority cases an the 
full-year results-" Mr Bain declined 
to reveal the amounts involved. 

The new came as Hogg Robinson 
revealed a rise in underlying half- 
year profits from £12.05 million to 
£14-53 million on sales up from 
£699.8 million to £735.8 million. 


However, the pre-tax figure shrank 
from £14.02 mfilian to just £1.9 
million after a £12.95 million provi¬ 
sion on die sale of the transport 

division in September. There was 
also a £400.000 provision for the 
relocation of its head office. 

Financial services, which UK Ac¬ 
tive Value, holder of 4 per cent of the 
shares, has been pressing die com¬ 
pany to sell, raised profits 11 per cent 
to £4.28 million. 

Business travel, meanwhile, rose 


25 per oentto £11.07 million—a37 per 
cent rise at constant exchange rates. 
Mr Raddiffe said financial services 
would be retained, although he 
admitted: "Some dements might not 

fit longer term.’* 

Mr Raddiffe also said that the 
group had £65 million at its disposal 
to fund acquisitions, and a further 
£15 million to fund a buyback of up to 
75 percent of its shares. An interim 
dividend of 4.07p (3.70p) will be paid 
cm January 20. 


Stagecoach 
will invest 
if franchise 
is extended 


PfclER mSMOB 


By Fraser Nelson 


STAGECOACH has offered to 
spend more than £400 million 
on new carriages for its South 
West Trains network if John 
O’Brien, the franchising direc¬ 
tor, agrees to extend its fran¬ 
chise for a further seven years. 

Brian Sou ter, chief executive 
of the transport group, is to tell 
Mr O’Brien that Stagecoach 
will make the London Waterloo 
commuter line the most mod¬ 
em rail franchise in Britain if it 
is given the chance to keep 
running it until 2010. 

The offer will Stand until the 
next set of rail franchises comes 
up for tender in four years' 
time. Mr Starter said: “We run 
120 sets of trains, and we Ye re¬ 
newing 30 of them already. 
What we're saying is that we 
will renew the lot if the franch¬ 
ise were extended. We could do 
it all in three years ifwe were to 
get the green fight now." 

The new trains would replace 
its 360-strong slam-door fleet, 
bought via its Forterbrook leas¬ 
ing company, then hired to 
Smith West Trains. Stagecoach 
has already ordered 30 new 
trains for E90 million. It has the 
franchise until 2003. 

The offer comes nine months 
after Stagecoach was fined £1 


Videologic 
deeper in 
red at 
halftime 

By Chris Ayres 

VIDEOLOGIC the trou¬ 
bled computer graphics 
company, yesterday said 
that first-half pre-tax losses 
more than doubled in the 
six months to September 
30. from £12 million to £2-9 
million, while turnover fell 
25 per cent, from £73 
millkm to ESA millkm. 

The company also said 
that Tony Madam, its 
chief executive; would 
stand down after 13 years 
with the group. 

Videologic blamed the 
poor results on its EI-9 
million restructuring, 
which win make the com¬ 
pany more dependent on 
royalties from component 
and chip design than on 
product building. 

Geoff Shingles, its chair¬ 
man. said he was confident 
in the future, and highlight¬ 
ed a £13 million invest¬ 
ment by NEC the 
electronics group, as proof 
of potential. “The develop¬ 
ment of 3D graphics rein¬ 
forces our belief that our 
technology strategy mid 
partnerships are the correct 
model for continued suc¬ 
cess," he said. 


million for cancelling 2,000 
trains, after it made too many 
drivers redundant. Mr Souter 
said the company had comp¬ 
letely recovered from the prob¬ 
lems and has cut the work¬ 
force by a further 200. to 3.700. 
ai a cost of about £5 million. 

Stagecoach’s half-year re¬ 
sults yesterday identified 
South West Trains and Porter- 
brook leasing companies as 
the two most profitable parts 
of the privatised rail network. 

It made E73 million profit 
from South West Trains, after 
a £1 million-a-week subsidy, 
helped by an overall £73.000 
bonus from the franchising 
director. Ptmerbrook. which 
has just over 100 staff, made a 
profit of E62.7 million after 
taking in £186 million in rent 
from its 17 rail franchises. This 
helped overall pre-tax profits 
to reach £703 million (£47 mil¬ 
lion) for die six months to 
October 31. 

It said the number of 
timetabled rush-hour rail car¬ 
riages on the Waterloo line 
rose 4.9 per cent over the six 
months, although in practice 
technical problems saw die 
company fined £236.000 for 
running too few carriages. 

Some analysts fear that 
Forterbrook'5 operating mar¬ 
gin will be curbed by regula¬ 
tion. Analysts said that 
Porterbrook’s operating mar¬ 
gin of 34 per cent is better than 
any company in the FTSE 100 
index bar National Grid and 
is inviting a government 
crackdown. 

Mr Souter said these fears 
were “completely off the wall", 
adding: “Ptirterbrook’s cont¬ 
racts are protected under Eng¬ 
lish law." He said the compa¬ 
ny would seek compensation if 
the contracts were broken. 

The £2 million cost of com¬ 
peting with rival Firstbus in 
Strathdyde and Fife was 
blamed for sluggish growth of 
13 per cent in me bus division. 
The company has ordered 529 
buses for delivery, a third 
fewer than the number on 
order last time. 

The interim dividend rises a 
third, to 4p. suggesting a total 
I2p payout for the full year. 
Hus would give Mr Souter 
£4.06 million in dividends and 
provide Ann Gloag, his sister, 
with a £337 million payment 

Tempos, page 28 



Character toy firm hopes 
to double size in year 


Chris Wright, seated. Chrysalis chairman, with Philip McDancfl. managing director, at the Heart studios in London 


Chrysalis 
expects to 
end run 
oflosses 

By Raymond Snoddy • 
MEDIA EDITOR ’ 

CHRIS WRIGHT, chairman 
of die Chrysalis Group, said 
yesterday that brokers now 
expect the radio, music pub¬ 
lishing and television produc¬ 
tion company to move into 
profit, or at a least break even, 
in its 1998-99 financial year. 

Mr Wright was speaking 
after announcing the compa¬ 
ny’s fifth year of pre-tax 
losses — this time a loss of 
£1.9 million (£5.4 million) — 
in the year to August 31. 

He said that in the five 
years “we have built an 
important major company” 
by investing in everything 
from new radio licences to 
music publishing. • 

During the year turnover 
rose 7 per cent, to £99 
minion, and the operating 
loss fell 13 per cent from £53 
milli on to £5.1 million. There 
was an exceptional profit of 
£2.6 million on corporate 
disposals. The loss per share 
was 533p, against 19.45p last 
time and Chrysalis is paying 
a dividend of 2.75p. 

Mr Wright also said the 
current year had started well 
and after five years of heavy 
investment the company had 
“estabalisbed a leading pos¬ 
ition in its chosen markets**. 


CHARACTER GROUP, file 
toy company responsible for 
bringing Spice Girls dolls 
and Teletubbies keyrings to 
the shops, yesterday said 
that it could double in size 
over tiie next 12 months. 

The company, which has 
already Sold 800,000 THe- 
tubbies keyrings In the run 
up to Christmas, made the 
daim as it reported a 29 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits for 
the year to August 31, from 
£3.6 million to £4.7 million. 

Richard King, chairman, 
said: “We’re having a very 


By Chris Ayres 

good Christmas, we have met 
all our projections and we*re 
short of merchandise." He 
said the first shipment of Spice 
Girls dolls sold out within an 
hour of reaching the shops, 
and supply could not meet 
demand. 

• “My opinion is that we 
could make two million and 
theyid sell out," he said. 

Character’s sales rose 36 per 
cent, from £30 million to £41 
million, last year. Earnings 
per share were up 22 per cent, 
from L233p to 15.08p. A total 
dividend of 43p, up from 33p, 


is due to be paid on January 
30. 

Mr King said: “The com¬ 
pany wiD certainly double in 
size within the next two years, 
possibiiy this year. We have a 
very broad range of products 
— over 3,000 in one of our di¬ 
visions — and they are in new 
areas that are expanding very 
quickly." 

The group aimed to grow 
organically, but was consider¬ 
ing opportunities to buy com¬ 
panies Involved in character- 
related goods, he said. It has 
cash balances of £3.7 million. 


Siebe free of Far East woes 



Yurico: Asian sales strong 


SHARES in Siebe clawed bade 
much of last month’s losses 
yesterday after the maker of 
temperature controls said that 
it is not being affected by tur¬ 
moil in Far Eastern markets 
(Fraser Nelson writes). 

The company, which ex¬ 
ports £200 million of goods to 
the Far East each year, also 
assured the City that currency 
fluctuations would not prevent 
this year’s profits from being 
"outstanding". 

Allen Yurico, chief executive, 
said: “Our order book in Asia 
is very strong and we have not 


seen any decline in booking 
rates yet" 

Pre-tax profits rose 16 per 
cent, to £222 million, in the 
half year to September 9, even 
after an E1S3 million reverse 
from sterling's strength. Earn¬ 
ings per share rose to 27.7p 
(24p). An interim dividend of 
5.4p (4.9p) is due on April 8. 

The shares, down to £1039 
last month, rose 3Sp to £11.63 
as analysts lifted full-year 
profit forecasts from £491 mil- 
iion to £505 million. 

Tempos, page 28 


Brown urged to spend 


GORDON BROWN will today come 
under fire from a senior Labour peer 
over his refusal to boost economic 
growth by increasing public spending 
(James Landaie writes). 

Lord Barnett, Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury in the last Labour Government 
in the 1970s. will say that unemployment 
will grow to unacceptable levels unless 
he loosens the public purse strings. 

Last week Mr Brown gave a pessimis¬ 


tic assessment of the economy’s future 
in his pre-Budget statement forecast¬ 
ing growth dipping to below 3 per cent 
Speaking in a debate on the economy 
in the Loras today. Lord Barnett will 
say: “Growth figures are too low. We 
are going to go to the end of the century 
with economic growth levels forecast to 
be well below 3 per cant and I find that 
too low. The Chancellor should go for 
higher levels." 


Generation review plea 


BUSINESS users, including J 
Sainsbury, GKN and British Airways, 
are pressing for electricity generation 
to be thrown into the spotlight of a 
review into power trading (Christine 
Buddey writes). They called for large 
generators to be forced to sell more 
power stations to boost competition. 

The call from the Utility Buyers 
Forum echoes other pleas to the 
industry regulator, who is drafting 


terms for the review ordered by the 
Government Generation has been ax- 
tacked for Jacking competition and for 
payments made to the generators for 
them to keep power stations available. 

The forum wants a fully independent 
review to concentrate on promoting 
competition. It said: “Contract prices 
remain on an upward path due to the 
dominant influence of a few players in 
the price-setting generation market," 
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Albany Life fined 
£375,000 by PIA 

THE Personal Investment Authority hasjreprimanded and 
fined Albany Life E375JXX) and ordered it to pay (32JXB costs 
for foiling to meet ns first deadline in the pensions mn-adbng 
review. Albany had to settle 90 per cent of its 9S3 most urgent 
cases by fife end of September-. However, delays m getttag 
information from oc cup a ti o n al pensions mtow hfch 

mis-selling victims are supposed to be reinstated meanttie 
r ompa iw had offered compensation to guy 80 per cen t. 

Malcolm Kerr, marketing director, said the company tad 
mw rmrfwt hs target. However, he could not g uara ntee Oat 
it would reach its second target of settling all 2333 ass by 
next September. 

Debt deal for Russia 

RUSSIA and its Wssm creditor banks dosed a landmark $323 
billion (EJ9 billion) debt deal, marking a further step in the 
country’s financial rehabilitation- “Today w e fina lised the 
dosing procedure on London Chib restructuring." Andrei 
Kostin, chairman ofVneshekonotnbank. the state bank, said in 
London. The deal was signed by 423 banks and finand at 
instituti o ns belonging to the so-called London Club of commer¬ 
cial creditors. Mr Kostin said that the transfer of about S3 billion 
would be made as part of interest payments to all creditors. 

Airbus seeks $500m 

THE Government may 1* asked for a loan of up to $500 
million (£303 mflKo n) to help to launch an aircraft' that 
would be bigger than the Boeing 747. currently the hugest 
on the market. Airbus Industrie, the pan-European aircraft 
manufacturer, wants to build the A3XX to be in service in 
2003. The aircraft would have the capacity to cany 5£5 or 
more people and would also contain innovations such as a 
gym, a bar or a cTCche. The total cost of the project is likely 
to be about $8 bfllipn. 

Applied breakthrough 

APPLIED MATERIALS INC is expected this week to unveil a 
new system for manufacturing semiconductors that will hdp 
the microchip industry to move more quickly to the production 
of advanced drips using copper. Applied, based in Santa Clara. 
California, is . the largest maker of equipment used to 
manufacture semiconductors. Analysts said that Applied would 
announce a axe system for making senuconductors, called a 
CVD (chemical vapor deposition) system, designed to use 
copper instead of aluminum to make fester semkandudors. 

Chieftain confident 

SHARES in Chieftain, tiie engineering and construction 
group, rose from ST^pto 75p after it said the results to 
December 31.1997, were expected to exceed current market 
estimates by a significant margin. It said that, since the 
acquisition of the pipework fabrications and erectio n 
business of R Blackett Charlton in 1994. the group had been 
substantially reorganised. It is now focusing on higher 
margin engineering products and servioes induding indus¬ 
trial pipework, ductwork, and other steel fabrications. 

Leslie Wise hit 

SHARES of Leslie Wise fell 5p to 19p after the clothing 
manufacturer said that profitability for the year to November 
30 would be below aqpectations at tiie tune of its interim 
statement Pressure on margins in tiie second half has been 
accentuated by the continuing difficult trading conditions on 
the high street The company raid: “Although the garment 
division overall has achieved a moderate increase in volume, 
tiie pressure applied to margins by tiie major retail groups 
has reduced the division’s profitability." 

Cabletron shares plunge 

SHARES of Cabletron Systems lost 22 per cent of their value 
after the US provider of networking products and sendees 
warned the New York Stock Exchange that earnin§? would miss 
the mark for the third straight quarter. Cabletron fefl $6.06 
(030) to $17,125. The company said earnings for its fiscal third 
quarter ending in November were likely to be between 8 cents to 
12 cents a share, well short of consensus estimates of 39 cents a 
share. It was estimated that revenues would drop to between 
$330 million and $340 miflian from $361 min in n a year ago. 

Copebras joint venture 

MINORCO said Copebras. its 73 per cent-hekl subsidiary, 
aifo Aibright&Wilson have signed a letter of intent tofem a 
jointventure based in Brazil to supply the g ro win g phosphate 
markets in Chile and the Mercosur, the trading bloc 
established by Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay Uruguay. 
Tbeventure, owned 50 per cent by each partner, will carotene 
the local market presence and assets of Copebras with, foe 
technology and global network of Albright &Wilson to build 
a technical phosphates plant, with start-up by the end of1998. 
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A used Mercedes 6as a name to live up to and the only place youH find one that Mercedes-Benz is happy to sign off is at or authorised dealership. Under 
the Signature scheme, every car is ‘signed off’ by the Mercedes-trained technicians who check it with a comprehensive multi-point check and by the D ealer Pr incipa l, 
hat’s more it also comes with certificates from independent bodies who investigate its mileage and history. So when you buy a used car from a Mercedes-Benz 
dealership, you can rest assured that whatever its age. Its reputation is as good as new. For further Information please call 0800 665 400. 
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W hy does new Labour 
hate savers? Gordon 
Brown’s £5 bUhon-a- 
year tax on pension funds will 
mamly hit the young, slashing 
future pensions for millions. 
Geoffrey Robinson is redressing 
the balance by attacking older 
savers in Peps and Tessas. 

The young will be allowed to 
subscribe up to £50,000 over a 
decade or more into his Individ¬ 
ual Savings Account, hoping to 
buud up tax-free savings of 
perhaps £150,000 plus. Buttbose 
who have invested £50,000 over 
ten years in Peps and Tessas will 
have the return on that saving 
treated as the wealth of the rich 
and have its tax privileges re¬ 
moved. Those relying on the 
income from that £50,000 saving 
in retirement will have their 
income slashed. 

As it happens, savers who put 
near the mrodznum into Peps 
from the start might now reason¬ 
ably expect to have savings 
worth £150.000 or more after 
charges. Potential ISA savers 
should presume that the same 
fate awaits them if they take die 
Treasury’s tax shilling. 

If you can manage to put by up 
to E50.00Q, you are an ordinary 
saver who deserves encourage¬ 
ment- If you earn a reasonable 
return, you become, as Mr 
Robinson put it, “very well-off 
people" who exploit tax loopholes 
at the expense of ordinary tax¬ 
payers. He may not have noticed 
that these are the same people. 
New Labour was determined 
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Robinson gives savers a lemon 


to have its own completely dif¬ 
ferent savings scheme. Its ab¬ 
surdly complex ISA proposals 
show the blinkered zeal of 
compulsive meddlers who are a 
soft touch to homely pressure 
groups such as friendly societies. 

There is one welcome novelty. 
Those on modest incomes 
save up to £1,000 a year in secure 
deposits that yield tax-free in¬ 
come without tying money up for 
as long as in Tessas. Annual 
deadlines for tax privileges can 
persuade people to save more. 
But the main reason so many do 
not save is that they cannot 
afford to. The only way to change 
that is to impose cuts in their 
living standards by law (as in die 
forthcoming stakeholder pen¬ 
sion) or to axe the welfare net 

ISA schemes to attract small 
savings into deposits will no 
doubt develop separately, not 
least because the costs of a 
hybrid ISA, taking in all the 
options, would be too high. The 
same could have bom achieved, 
however, by a dedicated new 
National Savings scheme, or one 
run by banks and building 
societies. The extra cost in lost tax 
could easily have been met by 
cutting the annual Pep limit 
Why be pragmatic, though, 
when you can have fun wrecking 



commentary 

by our City Editor 


people’s savings plans? In just 
seven months, the Government 
must have convinced everyone 
that they cam have no faith in any 
long-term savings vehicle re¬ 
maining intact 
More raids will be made on 
pensions; ISAs are designed for 
tinkering. Best put the money in 
the only tax-efudent vehicle that 
one can rely on top Government 
ministers of any party to defend 
to the last an offshore family 
trust like Mr Robinson’s. 

When the business 
is beyond the bank 

A udible sighs of relief ema¬ 
nated from Loth bury yes¬ 
terday, as NatWest rid 
itself of the vestiges of any 
aspiration towards investment 
banking. Chief executive Derek 
Wanless was even prepared to 
dan verbal sackdoth and admit 
what a hash NatWest had made 
of its ambitions in that direction. 


He could hardly have done 
otherwise, given the figures in¬ 
volved. 

In its mood of mea culpa, the 
bank decided to confess tile 
extent of its failure rather than 
fudge now and work on produc¬ 
ing a prettified picture for unveil¬ 
ing at the year end. The truth 
provides a gorey illustration of 
how quick and easy it is to lose 
vast sums of money in these 
markets if you couple incom¬ 
petent management with tricky 
trading conditions. 

As NatWest owned up, a sense 
of one-upmanship over the chaps 
at Barclays seemed to be provid¬ 
ing some comfort, and even 
encouragement, during what 
would otherwise have been an 
exceedingly painful exercise. 

So there was much emphasis 
on the fact that, unlike Barclays, 
NatWest’s sales are at least at a 
premium to net assets, even if the 
£179 million price struck some as 
miserly. Most had also under¬ 
estimated the scale of the losses 


the bank had been cranking up 
in its putative investment rank 
under Martin Owen’s leader¬ 
ship. Yesterday, NatWest fore¬ 
cast a loss for the year of £210 
million before the £270 million 
cost of restructuring after the 
sales and the little matter of £77 
million that went missing from 
the derivatives business earlier 
this year. But, hey, what’s £557 
million when you’re learning 
your limitations? 

Wanless and his chairman. 
Lord Alexander of Weedon. must 
now convince the City that the 
lesson has been learnt and that 
they now have a clear strategy 
for NatWest If. for instance, they 
cannot reassure customers that 
they are wedded to the corporate 
finance division long term, deals 
will continue to go elsewhere. 
They have much to prove, for 
they were theoretically in charge 
as costs at NatWest Markets 
soared and supervision slipped 
under the Owen regime. 

Others in the City are still 


splashing the cash around, how¬ 
ever. Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
is paying £50 million for 
NatWest's global equitv deriv¬ 
atives division. Most of that is 
accounted for by the 100 individ¬ 
uals involved. Figures like that 
explain why Britain's clearing 
bankers have derided they dnnt 
want to play such dangerous 
games any more. 

Osborn puts the 
boot into Sears 

F or John Osbom. buying the 
Dolcis business from Sears 
may have something of tiv* 
sweet smell of revenae. He was 
booted out of British Shoe 
Corporation just as he was 
wielding the axe which was so 
desperately needed to try to bring 
the straggling operation into 
line. The tumround he has 
effected ar Alexon is evidence of 
what he might have achieved 
had Sears aflowed him a little 
longer at BSC. 

Yet the deal he has constructed 
with Electra Fleming indicates 
he certainly has faith in his 
abilities. If he can pull Dolcis 
into the shape he wants within 
two years, he has the option to 
buy out Electra at twice the price 


of their investment the sort of 
return of which venture capital¬ 
ists dream. If the tumround 
takes longer, the cost of indepen¬ 
dence rises to up to £30 million. 

Sears must already be 
dreading the reaction if Osborn 
should accomplish the two-year 
transformation. The sale is cosl- 
ing the company £13 million and 
seeing Dolcis rapidly put to 
rights would be another indig¬ 
nity in a tong line of them. TlTe 
company sola its Olympus sports 
chain to Philip Green only to see 
the business race ahead towards 
flotation on the back of a boom¬ 
ing sportswear market. Sears 
was left bemoaning iis dwindling 
sales as customers flocked to its 
former shops. 

With bids due in for its Shoe 
City and Shoe Express chains by 
the end of this week. Sears must 
Lie dreading lening others dem¬ 
onstrate how eood those busi¬ 
nesses ioo could Fk. 

Herculean battle 

THE battle between Bradford- 
based Allied Colloids and the 
American chemicals company. 
Hercules, is shaping up for a 
fascinating fight. Yesterday the 
plain-speaking northerners"fired 
off a set of figures rliar would 
have been even more remarkable 
were there not an aggressive 
bidder on the scene. Chief exec¬ 
utive David Farrar is new 
enou ah to the job to have no need 
to defend Colloids' history, only 
its prospects. So much easier. 


Bid talks boost shares 
in troubled Merrydown 


By Dominic Walsh 

MERRYDOWN. the Sussex 
cidermakcr laid low by the 
slump in sales of Two Dogs 
alcoholic lemonade, saw its 
market value soar 15 per cent 
yesterday after it revealed that 
it was in bid talks. 

Richard Purdey. executive 
chairman, said: “If an offer is 
forthcoming that the board 
feels to be in the best interests 
of shareholders, it will proceed 
accordingly.” its shares 
gained I5p to 65‘2 p. 

There was speculation that 
the company could be in talks 
with a rival sudi as Matthew 
Clark or H P Buhner, although 
analysts said Matthew Clark 
was probably too busy re¬ 
building its brands after a 
bartering at the hands of the 
alcopops explosion, and 
Bulmer said that it was not in 
talks. 

A mure likely option would 
lie a larger drinks nr brewing 
group with ihe muscle to 
support and distribute the 
company’s rider and Shtaer 
grape juice brands. Analysts 
cited as a candidate Piemod 
Ricard. pointing out that it 
had shown an interest in 


MoD deal 
funded by 
£lbn issue 

By aiasdair Murray 

ANN1NGTON HOMES, 
which last year bought the 
Ministry of Defence homes 
portfolio, is preparing a £1 
billion securitised bond is¬ 
sue tu complete its funding 
of the £1.66 billion deal. 

Annington is expected to 
come to the marker in 
about two weeks selling 
bonds backed by income 
streams on the properties, 
including the portion of 
the estate that generates 
nnn-guaranteed rent. 

Annington made a £900 
million bond issue in Octo¬ 
ber covering the part of the 
estate whose rents are still 
guaranteed by the MoD- 

Anningnm was set up 
last year by Nomura, the 
Japanese bank that owns 
75 per cent of the company, 
to manage a portfolio of 
more than 57,000 homes 
bought from the MoD. 

The ^ale of the homes 
came under political fire. 
Critics claimed that the 
former Government sold 
them ion cheaply. Anning¬ 
ton Ha> already sold about 
homes for £10 million 
and has 1400 to put on the 
market The MoD pays >1 

rrnt of £107 million. 
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Richard Purdey of Merrydown is hoping for a formal offer 


Taunton Cider before it was 
acquired by Matthew Clark in 
1995. The French group dis¬ 
tributes Two Dogs in Europe. 

In case a formal bid fails to 
materialise. Mr Purdey has an 
alternative strategy of scaling 
back the company and reshap¬ 
ing the board under a new 
non-executive chairman. 


Andy Nash, former managing 
director of Matthew Clark and 
a former commercial director 
of Taunton Cider. 

Mr Purdey, executive chair¬ 
man since 1992 and a member 
of the founding family, would 
become non-executive deputy 
chairman. Two other direc¬ 
tors. COlin Fitch and Peter 


Bidder unmoved 
by Colloids results 


By Our City Staff 


HERCULES, the unwanted £1 
trillion bidder For Allied Col¬ 
loids, responded to the an¬ 
nouncement of a 52 per cent 
rise' in pre-tax profits at its 
target by remaining convinced 
that its 155p-a-share bid was 
generous- 

Allied Cblloids shares, how¬ 
ever, twitched the other way, 
rising lp to 169p after the 
group revealed interim pre-tax 
profits of E32 million, in line 
with analysis’ expectations. 

Analysts noted an increase 
in margins. One said: “I 
would expect Colloids to am¬ 
plify some of the backbone of 
these results as the basis for 



Farrar call to reject offer 


setting out the main plank of 
the defence document." He 
added that the rise in operat¬ 
ing margins to 15.1 per cent 
from 11J per cent is "dearly a 
trend that is very welcome". 

The analyst explained that 
historically margin growth, not 
sales growth, had been the 
problem with Allied Colloids 
since raw materials costs in¬ 
creased a couple of years ago. 
However, doubt was cast on 
the sustainability of the margin 
increase by one analyst, who 
pointed out that margins at 
CPS, a recent acquisition, were 
about 18 per cent and so its 
integration had artificially in¬ 
creased group margins. 

The defence document from 
David Farrar, chief executive, 
and the rest of the Allied 
Colloids board must appear on 
or before December 10. In the 
meantime the interim dividend 
rises 133 per cent to 0.725p. 

Mr Farrar said "We will be 
communicating with share¬ 
holders shortly to explain that 
they should reject this offer 
because we believe that we can 
deliver better value to our 
shareholders as an indepen¬ 
dent company. We continue to 
urge shareholders to take no 
action in respect of the offer." 


; Rivals may lobby over BBC 


RoVOND SNOOPY 
MFDJA EDITOR 

COMMERCIAL media orga- 

meet later this 
month Cirnsitier whether 
dinner rvcwahw* are needed 
K.MrevcnUhe BBC "distorting 
f j„. marks AT by new- and 
ni i-med .ommcrrial ventures. 

r,,c ITV Assodation. J* 
hfjjv representing the ITV 

■.imir&r**®- and 

nasKeine companies writ as 
vi* rui Magazine Com¬ 


pany and Emap are expected 
to join the Commercial Radio 
Companies Association in 
looking at the present impact 
of the BBC on the market 

The previous Government 
encouraged the BBC to move 
into commercial ventures to 

try to subsidise the licence fee 
- a policy that the present 
Government seems to share. 

The point of the meeting 
later this month is to see 
whether there is enough com¬ 
mon ground between com¬ 


mercial television, commercial 
radio and magazine pub¬ 
lishers to come together to 
campaign on the issue. 

Two approaches are likely 
to be considered. One is to ap¬ 
proach the Government to 
say that the commercial ac¬ 
tivities of the BBC, the UK’s 
largest media organisation, 
should be more tightly 

controlled. 

The alternative is to say that 
if commercial organisations 
are to continue to face in¬ 


creased competition from new 
subscription and advertiser- 
financed channels launched 
by the BBC then mrnmercial 
companies should have great¬ 
er freedom to develop their 
businesses. 

A number of large commer- 
riai radio stations further add 
that BBC Radio I should be 
privatised and sold off. This 
would mean extra competition 
in the short term bur would in 
the end extend the power and 
reach of commercial radio. 


Dorling dips on 
profits warning 


Bodycote to save 
underwriting fees 


By Our City Staff 


By Our City Staff 


Monro, would retire at the 
next annual meeting. 

The sharp drop in sales of 
Two Dogs, and the difficult 
trading conditions that contin¬ 
ue to afflict the rider market, 
contributed to a pre-tax loss of 
almost £1 million, compared 
to a profit of £670,000. Turn¬ 
over in the six months to 
September 30 slumped by 41 
per cent, to £11.45 million. The 
loss per share is 6.73p com¬ 
pared to earnings of 357p and 
there is no interim dividend. 

The company was forced to 
hand over distribution ofTwo 
Dogs to Scottish & Newcastle, 
but yesterday it said the move 
had failed to prevent sales 
"diminishing to a fraction of 
its former volume", thought to 
have been £50 million at the 
height of the alcopops craze 
last year. Handing distribu¬ 
tion to S&N was responsible 
for mast of the exceptional 
costs of £630,000. 

Mr Purdey said changes 
taken to cut costs meant 
trading for key brands in the 
third quarter was ahead of the 
same period last year. 

Temp us, page 28 
City Diary, page 29 

Johnsons 
deal lifts 
Dawson 

By Chris Ayres 

SHARES in Dawson Hold¬ 
ings, the information services 
provider listed on the Alterna¬ 
tive Investment Market rose 
15p to 210p after it unveiled a 
deal to buy the news whole¬ 
sale business of Johnsons 
News for £32 million. 

The deal will give Dawson, 
whose news wholesale busi¬ 
ness is the country’s third j 
largest about 20 per cent of 
the UK market with sales of ; 
£529 million. The company I 
also specialises in updating 1 
lending and collecting sys¬ 
tems for libraries. 

Dawson said that the pur¬ 
chase of the business, which 
has turnover of £210 million, 
would delay its planned move 
to the main market until later 
in 1998. The acquisition will 
be funded by £28 million in 
cash and the issue of two 
million new shares. 

Peter Brown, chairman, 
said: “The geographical fit of 
the two operations is excellent 
and the strengthened resource 
of the enlarged business — 
particularly in systems and 
information technology — 
will enable the group to 
continue its investment in 
unproved services for pub¬ 
lishers and retailers alike." 


SHARES in Dorling Kind- 
ersley fell from 247‘2p to 
221 p after the publishing 
group said that it expects 
pre-tax profits for the half 
year to December 1997 to be 
lower than the £6.8 million 
achieved in the first half of 
last year. 

The benefits of a cost- 
reduction programme, in¬ 
troduced earlier this year 
and now being stepped up. 
will begin to flow through in 
the second half, which is 
traditionally Dorling Kind- 
ersley's stronger trading 
period, said Peter Kinders- 
ley, the chairman, at the 
company’s annual meeting. 

Mr Kindersley told share¬ 
holders: "The continuing 


strength of sterling is having 
a greater adverse impact on 
margins on our trading 
outside the UK — some 
three quarters of group turn¬ 
over — than was originally 
anticipated." 

He said that turnover 
through DKFL. the family 
learning business, although 
still growing writ, would be 
below previous expectations. 

Dorling KJndersley has 
appointed two new execu¬ 
tive directors. David Hous¬ 
ton and Alan Luce. Mr 
Houston's appointment as 
group finance director, in 
succession to Peter Gill, will 
take effect next year. Mr 
Luce's appointment is with 
immediate effect 


BODYCOTE International, 
the engineering group, expects 
to save some £1.25 million in 
underwriting fees ihrough its 
deeply discounted non-under- 
wrinen W? million riahis 
issue. 

John Cheswonh. managing 
director, said the 50Up-a-share. 
one-for-four rights issue would 
fund rhe Ebrt.f million acquisi¬ 
tion nf Hit the French Thermal 
coatings group. The remainder 
of the funds would be for fur¬ 
ther acquisitive moves. He said 
that the board vs as looking to 
complete “several additional 
acquisition opportunities". 

Bndycute i> backing the 
rights’ issue with a pre-tax 
profits forecast for the current 
year of nor less than £47 
million and a Anal dividend 
payment of h.5p a share. Mr 


Cheswonh said he would be 
"very surprised" if the rights 
issue was nor supponed by its 
main institutional sharehold¬ 
ers. which include Robert 
Fleming and Prudential Corp. 
which respectively speak for 
about 10 per cent and 6 per 
cent of the shares. 

"The Hii deal will give 
Bodycote another good profit 
stream and follows on from 
our acquisition of Brukens last 
year." he said. 

In 19% Bodycote called on 
shareholders for Ello.2 million 
in a one-for-three rights at 
til Op to help to finance the 
£57.5 million acquisition of 
Brukens. the Scandinavian 
group. The Hit deal will give 
Bodycote clear leadership in 
France in the contract heat 
treatment market. 
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Interim results for the she months ended 
30 September, 1997 _ 

Turnover (£m) 

Pre-tax Profit (£m) 

ROS _ 

Earnings per Share (pence) 

Dividend per Share (pence) 


•, r • -’V^. r. vrii?." : 


1,471.4 
190.4 


12.9% 






up i 6.4% 





"Siebe continued to make considerable progress in 
the first half of the current year as witnessed by 
these results. Earnings per share of 27.7p were up 
again strongly, this time by 15.4%. Excluding the impact 
of adverse translational exchange rates, underlying 
eamings per share were up by 26.3%. So far as the 

balance of this year is concerned, organic >. 

order backlog growth continues across the j 
Group and second half. trading is off to 
an excellent start. The economies of North 
America and the UK are strong and key parts 

SIEBE THE ENGINEER. HERE, 


of Continental Europe are looking more robust. 
We do have some concerns about our Far Eastern 
markets, but at this point the region continues to show 
good overall growth for Siebe. Volatile exchange rates 
are likely to be a continuing factor in the Group's 
reported results but here too we are well positioned 

-vf to respond to this issue. Having taken 

j account of all these factors we are confident 
3 g that Siebe will deliver another outstanding 
performance for the current year." 

Barrie Stephens, Chairman. 

THERE AND EVERYWHERE. 
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Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


Talk in the City pushes 
up Hambros share price 


HAMBROS. one of the few 
remaining merchant banks in 
the City, came within a whis¬ 
ker of its year's high of270p on 
talk that its days of indepen¬ 
dence may be numbered. 

The price ended I6p better at 
267p. with more than a million 
shares changing hands in a 
marker where the normal 
transaction is only 10.000 
shares. At these levels the 
group is valued at £475 
million. 

City spectators claim that 
someone is ready to offer 
terms of at least 300p a share 
Once again, the name of 
Societe Generate. the French 
bank, is being bandied about. 

There has been a steady 
contraction over the years 
among the ranks of Chy banks 
and securities houses after a 
big influx of foreign money. 
There was also speculation 
about a possible bid fnr 
Schraders, up 87p at E1&57 in 
a thin market, and the pos¬ 
sible sale by Pearson. 3p 
better at S30p. of.Lazard, its 
merchant banking arm. 

Meanwhile. NafWesf Bank 
finished I3p better at 89Sp 
after finally disposing of its 
global equities arm jointly to 
Bankers Trust and Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. The asking 
price fell short of expectations, 
but it was sweetened by the 
hint of a possible share 
buyback. Speculators say that 
NatWest could now find itself 
attractive to a bidder. 

Share prices closed just 
below their best of the day 
after taking heart from solid 
performances in New York 
and Hong Kong. But trading 
conditions remained thin with 
investors keeping an anxious 
eye on the Bank of England to 
see if it raises rates after its 
monetary policy meeting that 
gets under way today. 

The FTSE 100 index closed 
up 55.S points at 4,977.6. 

BICC rose lOp to 162p with 
the help of encouraging com¬ 
ments from Henderson 
Crosthwaite. the broker, 
which met the company earli¬ 
er this week. Zeneca came off 
the boil, falling 25p to £19-25 in 
spite of the positive outcome to 
Mondays trip by brokers to 
the group's research and dev¬ 
elopment centre at Maccles¬ 
field. Two brokers. ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett and Greig Mid¬ 
dleton. remain unconvinced 
and have reiterated their “sell" 
recommendations. 

Shield Diagnostics was 
steady at 702*2p. There is talk 
of a link-up with Abott Lab¬ 
oratories. Demand for 



John Simons, the chief executive of Haziewood Foods, 
saw his company’s share price increase 4p to 159p 


Shield's shares has been fu¬ 
elled by prospects for the 
Activated Factor 12 process 
that detects heart ailments. 

News of a boardroom reshuf¬ 
fle at Royal & SnnAfliance 
lifted the price 14p to 560p. The 
group can also begin buying 
bade its own shares. 

The recent record-breaking 
run enjoyed by Vodafone has 
come to a halt, with the price 


falling 10bp to 3S7bp after 
Credit Lyonnais Laing, the 
broker, downgraded its rec¬ 
ommendation from '‘buy” to a 
"hold”. lonica hit a new low 
with a fall of 2hp at Ulhp 
reflecting last month’s disap¬ 
pointing trading news. The 
shares have now plunged 
from a peak of 421p this year. 

A bullish trading update 
lifted Williams 9hp to 329bp. 


LACK OF PEP HITS,_, 

FUND MANAGERS I FISC3S0 j 
WHERE IT HURTS l otheffln yggij 




FTSE aU-shara 
bum (rebased) 


Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


THE speculative run fu¬ 
elled fay independent fund 
managers on the bade of 
Merrill Lynch's bid for 
Mercury Asset Manage¬ 
ment appears to be over. 
The introduction of the 
Government’s Isa savings 
scheme looks like making a 
dent in their future reve¬ 
nues. Existing Tessas and 
Peps will be scrapped in 
1999 and the tax advantages, 
enjoyed by wealthier savers 
will be curtailed. M&G 
G roup; the subject of recent 
talk about a bid from 
Halifax tumbled 42 4 p to 
£13524. while Perpetual 
shed 1774p to £2420 and 


Henderson Administration 
rallied to dose 5p ahead, at 
£13.95 

Quoted stockbrokers 
Charles Stanley, on I784p, 
Walker Crips on 684p, and 
Brewin Dolphin on 232p 
were unchanged. 

One broker commented: 
“Its still only a consultative 
document There is sore to 
be much lobbying before it 
is introduced 1 don’t think 
the Government will intro¬ 
duce legislation with a ret¬ 
rospective tax burden”. 

He admitted it would not 
be a healthy environment 
for savers with more than 
£50,000 invested 


The group cheered the City by 
pointing out it was less affect¬ 
ed by problems in the Far East 
titan earlier feared. SBC War¬ 
burg Dillon Read continue to 
rate tiie shares a “buy” and it 
has now been joined by Sod6- 
te G^iterale Strauss Turnbull, 
which has moved from a 
“hold”. Tomkins finned 4p to 
309p amid speculation it 
might be dose to selling Smith 
& Wessons subsidiary, for 
£500 million. 

Figures from Sicbc ■ were 
well redeved and the price 
responded with a jump of 38p 
to £11.63. Brokers start a two- 
day visit today to Foxbaro, its 
subsidiary in the US. 

News of a bid approach 
lifted Menydown, the rider 
maker and alcopops group, 
15p to 654p. Potential suitors 
are thought to include Mat¬ 
thew Clark. 4p firmer at 
234 1 2p. and HP Bnlmer, 
down 24 p at 4I5p. 

Haziewood Foods, of 
which John Simons is chief 
executive, rose 4p to 159p 
encouraged by an increase in 
first-half profits. 

A profits warning saw 
Doriing Kinderslcy, the edu¬ 
cational publisher, fall 274p 
to220p. 

OMI International finned 
24 p to 19^ on returning to the 
dividend list and the news that 
two directors have been buy¬ 
ing shares in the company. 
Richard Duggan has bought 
230.000. taking his total hold¬ 
ing to 775.775, or 1.04 per cent, 
while Geoff Eades has picked 
up 20,000 and now holds 
157.314. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Prices end¬ 
ed higher on the back of a 
technical rally to dose broadly 
in line with other European 
markets. Sentiment was 
cheered by the Bank of En¬ 
gland’s decision to restrict the 
next auction to just £2 billion 
of five-year stock. 

Meanwhile, investors wait 
anxiously to see if the Bank of 
England pushes interest rates 
higher again this week. 

In the futures pit tiie March 
series of the Long Gilt dosed 
£ 5 i6 better at £119 «m. In 
longs. Treasury 8 per cent2021 
finished E ,3 « • higher at 
EIW^/js, while in shorts 
Treasury 7 per cent 2002was a 
’lefirmer at £100 15 i6. 

□ NEW YORK: The Dow 
Jones industrial average me- . 
andered along in positive ter- 1 
ritory, but technology stocks 
trembled amid earnings 
warnings. At midday, the 
index was up 8.45 points to 
8.QZ1-56. 
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SCARCELY surprising that Brian Souto*. 
chairman of Stagecoach, is up in arms about 
tiie prospect of a regulator running 
P or terb io ok- In the half-year to September, 
the train leasing company , made £62 million, 
more than half the group’s total operating 

profit and twice the contribution of UK buses- 
Porterbrook is an extraordinary business 
generating quite extraordinary returns. Never¬ 
theless, this is not an argument for more 
regulation unless it can be proven that 
structural barriers are preventing competition. 
The . train operating c om p an ies have agree¬ 
ments to lease their rolling stock from the three 
rolling stock companies (Roscos) for the next 
five years. Parliament is unlikely to give 
authority to the regulator or a Strategic Rail 
Authority to change those agreements unilater¬ 
ally. Such a move would be tantamount to 


cutting the coupon on a five-year gill and were 
it to do so. the Government cou fcisaygood ty&. 
to any private financing of the undeignund. 

Therefore, Porterfarook’s revenues took 
secure an a five-year view, enough time, for 
rivals with new rolling stock to e nter th e tram 
leasing marker and cut rates. Moreover, a is 
difficult to see why givin g the tram operators, 
a belter deal helps the taxpayer. Passing on 
tiie benefit of cheaper rolling stock would 
require a comprehensive change in thecn&re 
regulatory regime. What flK Government 
may want is more speculative investment by 
the Roscos but railway yard s fun, of e mpty 
trains will not bring more‘passengers on to 
tiie rails. If regulation means more inefficient 
use of capital we will end up with British Rail- 
Mark IT. That prospect alone should ensure 
t hat Stagecoach’s future is bright. - 
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RISES: 

Tetepec.. TZT# (+15p) 

BICC..162p(+t0p) 

Hambros . 287p (+16p) 

Gaskefl .. 400p [+23'i p) 

Old Eng Pub .256^i(+l5p) 

Stand Chart ... 7l5p(+34p) 

UoydsTSB ..... 718p(+34pl 

Helphire... 27B'ap(+rip) 

CarttonComm .. 483p(+18p) 

Caltech__ 275p(+10p) 

Boots. 924p (+26p) 

Hafifax ..714'=p(+l9p] 

Tosco .. 495p (+13pj 

Hutch Whamp.427p<+14’«pj 

Bar* Scotland .538p (417**3) 

Cadbury-Schw. 650p (+20p) 

Com Union .—. 848p (+25p) 

FALLS: 

Coring Kind.220p f-27*ap) 

Osborne & Little _. 580p (-25p) 

Woteeley._.S0Qp(-lSp) 

IQ .. 867p(-19p) 

Andrew Sykas .............. 705p(-15p) 

Br Land.670p (-10p) 

Bodycote.SZgpl-Wjp) 

PazaExpress ._ 823p (-tip) 
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Menydown 

THE Two Dogs have finally 
turned and bitten Richard 
Purdey in the ankle. His. 
dedskm to step down as 
executive chairman of 
Menydown cannot have 
been easy; strong family 
connections link him to tiie 
company, but the-past few 
years of his 30-year career 
have been a bit of a 
rollercoaster. 

Two Dogs alcoholic lem¬ 
onade. initially bailed as a 
saviour, swiftly teemed into a 
disaster. Mr Purdey .can 
daim the honour of buying 
the rights to Two Dogs. At 
first it seemed an inspired 
deal as sales soared to £50 
million. Initially; Uass's 
Hooper’s Hooch was tiie 
only competitor, bat in less 
than 12 months, almost 100 
koNiknfloodedttRsbops. 
Menydown shares took a 
dive and Parliament took a 


Siebe 

SIEBE was well-prepared yes¬ 
terday for questions about 
Asia. The company generates 
about 15 per cent oTits busy¬ 
ness from the region but Siebe 
pronounced profits. growth 
strong and order books buoy¬ 
ant. The only dark' doud was 
in Japan, where the sluggish 
economy and a mild summer 
depressed air conditionmg 
control sales. 

Siebe says recent turmoil in 
Asia presents as much oppor¬ 
tunity as difficulty; the engi¬ 
neering group exports more 
than £200 million from Asia. 
The collapse of Asian curren¬ 
cies gives Siebe's local produc¬ 
ers a cost advantage in exports 
to North America. . .. 

Jt is still difficult to believe 
that Siebe is immune to a 
downturn in Asian consump¬ 
tion levels, evidenced by its 
small hiccup in Japan. That 
being said, there is no doubt 
that this company is hard to 
beat in terms of pure operat¬ 
ing efficiency. Organic growth 
was 10 per cent last year and 


lively interest in kiddy 1 booze 
so much that die current 
market is reckoned to be 
worth less than half tire 
estimated £450 million value 
of a year ago. The market 
share of Two Dogs, which 
lades Bass’s distribution and 
marketing musde. plummet¬ 
ed to just 6 per cent. 

At just 50p a share. 
Menydown had to attract a 


predator. The question, bid* 
decs will be asking them-, 
selves is what the company is 
worth. Even afteryes te r da y's 
I5p jump to 65*2& Merry- 
down’s market capitalisation 
is not much more than £7 
million, but Mr Punfey will 
undoubtedly be looking for 
something doser to (be UOp 
that tire stock was trading at 
in January. Stay put for now. 
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margins rose from 14.7 per 
cent to 16.4 per cent in a 
period when its main rivals, 
Emerson and Honeywell, 
were suffering a slowdown. 
Siebe should easily achieve 
£500 million in profit this 
year and tiie benefits of 
removing, costs from two 
large acquisitions, APV and 
Appliance Controls, should 
emerge next year. If tiie 
Asian flu does give the West a 
add, there is every reason to 
retreatto quality, and in 
engineering that means 

sHcae. \ 

Shaftesbury 

SHAFTESBURY’S deals al¬ 
ways have an interesting an¬ 
gle to them. In July, the 
company bought 10 per cent 
of Warnford Investments, a 
sleepy property company 
controlled by the Sebba fam¬ 
ily. Ignored by the City, 
Warnford has some attrac¬ 
tive assets, including Salis¬ 
bury House in the C5ty and, 
most interesting to Shaftes¬ 
bury, it owns properties in 


Chinatown. 

Once deemed to be a take¬ 
over target, Warnford has 
been left to its aged board, 
one that has shown no sign 
of wishing to give up control 
■— but Shaftesbury is used to 
playing a long game. By deft 
manoeuvres, ft has extended 
its control of alarae swathe of 
the West End'S prime restau¬ 
rant pitches, inducting Chi¬ 
natown. the Island site next 
to theTrocadero and proper¬ 
ties in Covent Garden. Shaft¬ 
esbury's style is to avoid trig 
name tenants such as Mac¬ 
Donald's and cultivate the 
smaller traders that generate 
the right atmosphere: This 
approach is bong used to ef¬ 
fect in Camatty Street, where 
Shaftesbury is g e tt in g ten¬ 
ants who are Seeing tire high 
rents in Covoit Garden. With 
multiple retailers crowding 
out boutiques in tire West 
End, rents in Shaftesbury's 
patch are soaring and the 
company is on the prowl far 
more sites. 

Edited by Carl Moktished 
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T he Government's role in 
promoting and preserving 
jobs is now firmly in the 
spotlight. The current focus for 
debate is the fete of Britain’s coal 
with reported spfits in 
the Cabinet on whether the Gov- 
emment should act to save min¬ 
ers’jobs serving to remind us all 
of old divisions between interven- 
ttomsm and iaisser faire. 

Coal is a tough political issue 
for Labour, not just because of the 
threat to 5.000 jobs but because 
the industry’s demise has been 
hastened by the design of Conser* 
yative privatisation of the electric¬ 
ity sector. Old Labour is on the 
march, breaking free from the 
Government’s stranglehold on 
backbench (or indeed any dissent¬ 
ing) opinion to fight for a tradi¬ 
tional constituency. 

Messrs Brown and Blair are 
unlikely to respond to calls fin- 
large amounts of government 
money to save coaL They have not 
worked so hard to shift new 


Hunt for detail in national jobs strategy 


Labour away from its past to fall 
at^the first hurdle. Part of their 
th ink i n g, as ever, is about presen¬ 
tation and style. Cool Britannia is 
in the business of promoting 
trendy, entrepreneurial industries 
such as film and design, not dirty 
old industries such as coaL 

Some would argue that Govern¬ 
ment shouldn't intervene at all 
but, even in this era of liberal 
economics; it seems entirely legiti¬ 
mate for Government to attempt 
to maximise employment oppor¬ 
tunities. New Labour’s obsession 
with image makes it hard to 
determine whether there has been 
any consistency fa its efforts so far. 
Each industry which lobbies on 
the grounds of saving jobs has to 
be examined with a cool head. 

Thousands of jobs are deemed 
to be in the hands of government 


policymakers. Should it save 5,000 
jobs in mining by subsidising 
coal, or a potential 16,000 jobs in 
aerospace by supporting the new 
generation Rolls-Royce Trent en¬ 
gine, or an estimated 50,000 jobs 
in the design and manufacture of 
racing cars, or even die 90.000 
jobs which the new Union of 
Country Sports Workers says are 
at risk from die banning of fox 
hunting and other forms of hunt¬ 
ing. shooting and fishing? 

The Government's champion¬ 
ing of creative industries over old 
industries fits perfectly into the 
image that it is manufacturing of a 
new. modern Britain but to be 
fair, it also has some substance. 
There are some good arguments 
why Britain’s coal industry should 
be allowed to wind down, not least 
that gas is cheaper and deaner 



and die Government is committed 
to tough targets to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions. The environ¬ 
ment is a compelling argument 
against coal and. to those who 
argue against over reliance on a 
single source of fuel, why not 
plough more government money, 
if it is available; into the develop¬ 
ment of alternative energies. 


The creative industries ar& as 
Gordon Brown has said, some¬ 
thing that Britain is very good at 
and which should be encouraged. 
These are the jobs of the ftiture. 
Quite so. But it would be quite 
wrong for the Government to offer 
anything but carefully targeted 
help. The constant moan of the 
film industry is that Britain cant 
finance its own domestic film¬ 
making despite having many of 
the best technicians, animators, 
directors and actors in the world. 
But in a global marketplace for 
stalls, there is no reason why their 
job opportunities shouldn't con¬ 
tinue to flourish even if financing 
comes from elsewhere. At die risk 
of being charged with cultural 
philistinism, surely the priority 
should be to ensure that excellent 
training of our experts is available 


rather than financing films on 
these shores for reasons of senti¬ 
mental cultural nationalism 

Success, in itself, argues against 
government hand-outs. This is 
what makes the decision to ex¬ 
empt Formula One from the ban 
on tobacco advertising so mystify¬ 
ing. Britain boasts a £|3 billion 
industry in the manufacture of 
racing cars, half of which is 
exported. Ninety per cent of all 
race and rally cars are made in 
Britain. This world-beating exper¬ 
tise is surely not going to lose its 
market even if we lose the British 
Grand Prix from Sflverstone. 

The same argument could be 
employed to question the recent 
£200 million grant to Rolls-Royce. 
The company assured the Govern¬ 
ment that it has a ready market for 
its new engines and that its 


investment would be returned 
with interest. It therefore seems 
odd that the company felt it 
needed a boost from the Govern¬ 
ment Nevertheless, if any indus¬ 
try H a legitimate candidate for a 
public/private partnership, one 
which is of strategic national 
importance (and a very large 
employer? is probably it 
So what amid these great 
matters of state, can be said about 
the hunting lohby which has 
argued against the hunting bill on 
the grounds of jobs lost to the 
countryside? The Government 
first has to take an objective look 
at estimates of job losses of 90,000 
and upwards. The rural, agricul¬ 
tural and allied workers' section of 
the Transport and General Work¬ 
ers* Union puts the number of jobs 
tied solely to hunting at 200. Then 
it should ask itself whether field 
sports is of strategic importance to 
Britain. In this case, at least, ihe 
Government ought to feel free to 
follow its populist instincts. 


Clouds over eoal future matched 
by disenchantment with Labour 


Miners want 
the focus on 
energy policy 
and not RJB, 
Christine 
Buckley says 


I t is grey and overcast in 
Rossington. a mining vil¬ 
lage south of Doncaster. 
Inside the half-empty 
welfare dub. miners fee! the 
presence of a bigger cloud — 
the one hanging over the 
future of the coal industry. 

Kevin Rowe has worked at 
the colliery for 19 years bar¬ 
ring a brief spell when it was 
mothballed before being re¬ 
opened by RIB Mining. For 
him The uncertainty that en¬ 
gulfs the industry has an all- 
too-familiar feel. 

The latest crisis may not be 
a surprise given power gener¬ 
ation’s dash for gas. But the 
fact that it is unfolding under a 
Labour Government is a sur¬ 
prise. Mr Rowe said: The 
uncertainly is even worse now 
than under the Tories. Then 
we had the Tories against the 
miners but now it seems like 
the Labour Party is against 
RkhaTd Budge. It all seems 
very personalised and w are 
just pawns in this. Hie Labour 
Government seems to have 
washed their hands of us." 

Today, along with hundreds - 
of other miners. Rossington 
.workers will go to the Com¬ 
mons, scene of the Trade and 
Industry Select Committee in¬ 
quiry imo coal, to lobby for 
action by ministers. 

Miners at Rossington are 
hopeful the pit’s plentiful re¬ 
serves will stave off imminent 
closure in the shutdowns ex¬ 
pected to be announced short¬ 
ly by RJB, and that the village 
will be spared the desolation of 
others nearby when then- 
main source of employment 
went. The hope is shared br¬ 
other Rosshrgton residents 
Iearful that the hallmarks of 
high regional unemployment 
— crime and drug use — will 
arrive on their doorsteps. The 
deprivation can be seen 
around Doncaster in areas 
such as Armthorpe. Bentley 
and South EIzmail. 

When production stopped at' 
Rossington before RJB bought 
the business a couple of work¬ 
shops were built by English 
Partnerships to encourage 
miners to start new trades. 





“The pressure b on 
Mr Budge quite 
trsnMy-1 cannot tel 
the generators to 
subskfee Mr Budge n 
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Nobody bothered, says John 
Blakey. who has been ai 
Rossington for 22 years, 
because there was no point 
Without the mine, the life¬ 
blood of the village was gone 
and therewas tittle prospect of 
creating a new business that 
stood any chance of survivaL 

The men who work at 
Rossington — and many more 
in the rest of the industry —• 
are clinging to the hope that 
their mines will survive. Most 
have abandoned the hope they 
had in the Labour Party. They 
are disillusioned that the row 
over the coal crisis, which 
could soon see the shutdown of 
eight to ten pits, has been 
painted by the Government as 
a showdown with the profit¬ 
able RJB, which is supposedly 
asking tor subsidies. They 
want the debate to focus on an 
energy policy that Labour 
promised butwhich they say it 
has not delivered. 

Charlie Ross, 23 years at 
Rossington, says: “Look at ail 
that Cook said [when Rolan 
Cook railed at toe Conserva¬ 
tives for the pit closure pro¬ 
gramme! and now they are 
sitting back and letting it 
happen. I believe there is 
animosity between John Battle 
(toe Energy Minister) and 
Richard Budge.” 

Alan Horner, a miner for 25 
years, argues: “It isn’t Richard 
Budge or the Tories that we 
are talking about, it is Great 


Britain because ultimately the 
country will pay for toe pit 
closures. We will pay more if 
we are reliant cm imported 
fuels because if you close toe 
pits you can only rely on 
imported fueL" 

The Government has 
pledged, on many occasions, 
an energy policy that is di¬ 
verse. sustainable and secure. 
But its critics say h is doing 
nothing to put that into action. 
Meanwhile, the rush to gas by 
power generators gas threat¬ 
ens to make the country over¬ 
dependent on that tod, in a 
similar way to its over-depen¬ 
dence on coal in the 1930s. 


was produced by British Coal. 
Last year it was just 31 million 
tonnes. Next year, according 
to Department of Trade and 
Industry figures produced for 
the European Commission, 
just 20.75 million tonnes will 
be deep mined. 

The shrinking market has 
brought coal to a new crisis 
after RJB failed to win suffi¬ 
cient contracts for the capacity 
it has available. Pit closures 
seem an inevitability unless 
the Government introduces 
measures to secure greater 
demand. Until recently there 
had seemed no sign of this. 
The Department for Trade 


t Look at all that Robin Cook said... now 
they are sitting back and letting it happen 9 


It has been estimated that in 
a few years imported gas could 
account for up to 80 per cent of 
toe UK’s generation needs. 
With home gas reserves esti¬ 
mated as low as 13 years if 
heavy use is made of them 
then Britain trill quickly be¬ 
come dependent on imported 
gas. Many industry watchers 
warn that such a predicament 
will leave toe UK vulnerable to 
sudden fluctuations in price. 

Coal bum in generation has 
fallen dramatically over recent 
years. In 1989 nearly 80 mil¬ 
lion tonnes of deep-mined coal 


and Industry, rather than 
arrest toe switch to gas, has 
approved six new gas-fixed 
stations since Labour took 
office in May. The Govern¬ 
ment’s onerous environmental 
commitments have seemed to 
spell yet more bad news for 
coaL 

Now. however, there are 
signs toe Government could 
be ready to map out some sort 
of future for coal. The Cabinet 
has been concerned with the 
political fall-out from thou¬ 
sands of miners losing their 
jobs. The danger of an energy 


policy entirely in hock to the 
market may also have begun 
to focus minds. Now a pro¬ 
gramme to look at ways of 
ensuring toe medium-term 
future of coal is under way. It 
may be too little and it may be 
too late, but it is all there is on 
toe horizon for coal. 

The Government has done 
much to emphasise how coal 
companies must be price com¬ 
petitive to secure contracts 
from the privatised genera¬ 
tors. which have no such 
obligations. The coaJ industry 
argues that there is little point 
in bringing down coal prices if 
those reductions are not 
passed on to electricity cus¬ 
tomers. Central to the whole 
issue of toe size of the market 
and the role of coal in an 
energy policy is the argument 
that the market is rigged for 
gas generation and that the 
fade of regulation in genera¬ 
tion allows power producers to 
keep reduced coal costs as 
profits. 

Coal producers are forced 
to compete with falling world 
coal prices, which is largely 
driven by countries such as 
Australia, South Africa and 
the United States where the 
industries are relatively new 
and coal is cheaper to pro¬ 
duce. UK coal also has to 
contend with supplies pro¬ 
duced from Germany, where 
the industry is subsidised by 
the Government. 


Midlands Mining has just 
opened a new face at Annesley 
Bentinck and with production 
slower initially on new faces it 
is all hands to the pump. 
Annesley. one of the Mid¬ 
lands’ two mines acquired 
from the five owned fry toe 
collapsed Coal Investments, 
supplies PowerGen in a five- 
year deal. Peter Dawson, 
under manager in charge of 
toe new face, is at the cutting 
edge, quite literally. His job is 
to make sure toe massive 
cutting arm chums out toe 
coal safely. It is a job done in 
cramped surroundings, deep 
in toe 680-metre mine. 

At this time of the year the 
men on day shift never see 
daylight all week. They arrive 
in the dark, descend into toe 
dark and emerge into the 
dark. But. says Mr Dawson, 
the day shift has been going 
home much later as the new 
face moved dose to produc¬ 
tion. They have been keen to 
see toe coal start to come off 
toe face. 

Chris Smith. Annesley's 
manager, only recently re¬ 
joined mining after a three- 
year spell in toe car indusnv. 
He came back to a job he 
enthuses about. Colliery man¬ 
agement is an unusual mix of 
strategy, geological challenges 
and hands-on management. It 
is one-of toe few managerial 
roles where toe boss must be 
able to do any job 
underground. 

T he worst moment of 
Mr Smith’s career 
was during toe Brit¬ 
ish Coal dosures 
when he had to deal with 
miners who wept at the loss of 
their jobs and toe lack of 
prospects. Mines tend to be in 
areas where there is no other 
key employer. 

But Mr Smith’s spell outside 
mining has given him a 
sharpened sense of the market 
and the customer. This, he 
believes, is a big part of coal’s 
survival in a changing energy 
market. He says: “There still is 
a future for coal prodding thar 
we recognise what toe market 
size is. I don’t believe there can 
be an artificial market created. 
What we are really competing 
in is world markets, not a 
home-based one.” 

Annesley, which was first 
sunk in 1S65, is the country’s 
oldest colliery. It began what is 
the world’s oldest coal indus¬ 
try. And with about 20 years 
worth of reserves at its dispos¬ 
al Mr Smith believes that 
Annesley could be both Brit¬ 
ain’s first — and last — large- 
scale deep mine. 


Old men forget 


NOW toe Guinness report is out in 
toe open, and the guilty men have 
been dulv named and shamed, 
perhaps aliftle more ancient history 
involving Jack Lyons, one of the chief 
proiasonistt, might now be made 
public. Lvons, of course, was spared 
prison but fined G million seven 
years ago because of his precarious 
of health. Now a hale and 
heam 81. he requested only last week 
toe chance to put the whole Guinness 
business behind him and get on with 
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what is left of his life. But there is still 
the matter of the Grosvenor Group, 
an engineering business that came to 
grief in ihe mid-1980s and, the Lord 
be praised, in 1986 was rescued by 
Robert Maxwell 

One Major Nigel Chamberiayne- 
Macdonald was a former chairman 
of Grosvenor. and a director of J 
Lyons Chamberlayne. toe private 
company that received some of the 
Guinness cash. Another director was 
Tony* The Animal” Fames. The 
Department of Trade and Industry 
took various statements from those 
involved over a possible prosecution 
of Lyons for insider trading ui 
Grosvenor shares. A report by in¬ 
spectors appointed under section 177 
of the financial Services An was 
produced but, alas, toe Act itself 
precludes its publication. So we will 
never knew just what happened. 
Unless Lyons, who was last week 
much inclined to discuss his role in 
the Guinness affair, would care to 
enlighten us? 



is his mother's cousin. All perfectly 
above board, though. Merrydown. 
farfrom having its roots in some me¬ 
diaeval dder-vat. wets founded in 
1946 by Ian Howie and Jack Ward, 
the former an amateur wine-maker, 
the latter a former POW and serial 
escaper who used to make the stuff in 
the camp. They set up in business to¬ 
gether, and Howie married. Purtiefs 
mother, who was Ward's cousin. 


savings account. He was nervous, 
hesitant and distinctly tetchy with 
anyone who sought too much detail. 
And who could blame him? Labour 
lost the election before last because 
they reckoned anyone earning more 
than £30,000 was filthy rich, and it 
fell to the £12 million offshore trust 
fund man to provide a new definition 
of toe term. It seems anyone with in¬ 
vestments worth more than E5Q.000 
in a ftp is entitled to scant sympathy 
as they are forced to take action to 
avoid huge tax bills by the 
millennium. 

But why on earth subject Robin¬ 
son, an amiable cove and free with 
the keys to his holiday villa if you 
know him well enough, to such an 
ordeal and so soon after being outed 
by the press? Surely toe job could 
have gone’ to Dawn Primarolo. the 
Economic Secretary to the Treasury, 
who has responsibility for tax and is 
hardly known as a member of new 
Labour's Plutocrat Tendency? 


Hassall factor 

AVERY BERKEL makes industrial 
weighing machinery. George Simp¬ 
son —now Lord Simpson of Dunkeld 
—last year, put in a couple of lieuten¬ 
ants to restructure II According to an 
internal GEC memo, toe work is 
done and they are on their way. Ihe 
troubleshooters are Mike HassaJl. 
managing director, and Ian Slaugh¬ 
ter, commercial director. Presumably 
HassaJl provided the trouble and 
Slaughter did the shooting. 

Martin Waller 






"The good news is at least ai! 
our assets are liquid" 


• AN INBRED lot down in Horam 
pnKt Sussex, perhaps — it is Cold 
Comfort Farm territory, after all. 
Richard Purdey. now non-executive 
deputy chairman of Merrydown ana 
most likely the last of the founding 
families to workfor the cider maker , 
is step-son of one founder. The other 


Rich pickings 

GEOFFREY ROBINSON, the Pay¬ 
master General, looked as if he 
would rather have been anywhere 
else on earth than the QE2 Confer¬ 
ence Centre yesterday for the launch 
of the Government's new individual 


• SOMEONE else who looked as if 
he would rather be anywhere else was 
Colin Smith, chief executive of 
Safeway . at the company's Christmas 
party for the press earlier (his week. 
Smith has always struck me as cheer¬ 
ful enough in the past, but I am told 
he was distinctly lacking in the usual 
Christmas cheer. I don't suppose it 
was anything to do with all the trou¬ 
ble Safeway has been experiencing of 
late — that failed Asda merger, the 
profits warning. Cheer up. Colin — 
no one blames you for everything. 





weighed in at Avery Berkel 


BUSINESS LETTERS 


Terminal changes are not for the best 


From Sir Terence Conran 
Sir. I was sad that Des Wilson's 
response (Business letters. 
November 281 ro my criticisms 
of BAA has become rather per¬ 
sonal. Perhaps he believes at¬ 
tack is the best form of defence. 

Yes. I do have a vested 
interest because: 

1. I’m a proud citizen of the LfK 
and hate the idea ol visitors* 
impressions of our country 
being formed by the appear¬ 
ance of many of our gateways. 
2 I dislike toe fact that BAA 
has turned our terminals into 
shopping centres without 
planning permission. 

3. The massive profits made 
by BAA selling goods both 
duty-free and VAT-free which 
we as taxpayers subsidise. 

4. BAA does nor pass on the 
duty or VAT savings to its 
customers. It buys a bottle of 
gin, whisky or vodka for 
around £2 from the distillers 
so imagine toe profit it makes. 

5. BAA can claim tax relief as a 
transport undertaking on toe 
total cost of building where a 
high street retailer "can only 
claim on fixtures and fittings. 

6. When we designed the 
interiors of Heathrow Termi¬ 
nal I in the Sixties and 
Ganvick North Terminal in 
toe Eighties they were both 
calm, efficient and unclut¬ 
tered. with passenger care and 
comfort as the main consider¬ 
ation. Now they have changed 
because ev ery bit of space has 
been used to turn them imo 
cluttered shopping centres, 
which, of course, are made 
even worse by the vastly 
increased number of air trav¬ 
ellers. The airlines certainly 
don’t welcome the increase in 
hand baggage caused by the 
vast number of purchases 
made by their passengers. 

Of course people would say 
they like shopping at toe 
terminals because they believe 
they are buying things duty 


and VAT-free. But toe truth is 
that the things they buy in toe 
high streets and toe tax they 
pay on them are, in effect, 
subsidising toe taxes that BAA 
and its tenants do not pay. 

There have been several 
privatisations that have not 
been in toe public’s best 
interest and BAA seems to me 
to come near the top of the list. 
Yours sincerely, 

TERENCE CONRAN. 

22 Shad Thames. SE1. 

Conran did not just 
speak for himself 

From Irene Boogerman 
Sir. Thank you for Sir Terence 
Conran’s letter (Business let¬ 
ters. November 21) about toe 
way BAA runs its airports. 1 
folly agree with his views — 
they are bewildering, pressur¬ 
ised places where you grit your 
teeth until it’s time to reach toe 
relatively quieter gate depar¬ 
ture area. The seating and 
signage are a disgrace and for 
families with children (who 
often do not hare toe luxury' of 
an executive airline lounge) the 
only entertainment available 
consists of nasty retail units 
and gaming machines. 

Quite how Des Wilson can 
claim that Sir Terence doesn't 
speak for anyone else but 
himself puzzles me. As far as 1 
am concerned. Sir Terence has 
spoken up for us. the passen¬ 
gers. and I'm glad a man of his 
influence and position has said 
what many of us think private¬ 
ly. It would be interesting to 
see what his design team could 
do if it were let loose on 
Gatwick or Heathrow’s main 
terminals — but in view of 
BAA’s reaction to his letter I 
wont hold my breath. 

Yours faithfully. 

IRENE BOOGERMAN. 

66 Cowper Road, Harpenden. 
Hertfordshire. 


Cigars show duty-free profits are ‘excessive* 


From Mr Anthony Cavendish 
Sir. 1 could not agree more 
with Sir Terence Conran's 
remarks (Business letters. 
November 21) about the ex¬ 
cessive profits made in toe 
duty-free shops at BAA 
airports. 

A box of my favourite 
cigars in St James's Street 
costs £130. At toe duty-free 
shop in Terminal 4, it costs 
£95. My diplomatic friends 


who buy them from diplomat¬ 
ic stores pay £30 for toe same 
box of cigars. 

In reality then toe duty-free 
shop is charging three times 
the base retail price. 

Is there any way that can be 
justified? 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY CAVENDISH. 
Redlands. 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, 

Hampshire. 


An alternative for supporters of mutuality 


From Mr David Hollady 
Sir. I read of the continuing 
threat to mutual societies of afl 
types and wonder if there may 
be a card which those wishing 
to remain with a mutual 
association might play. 

To date we have been of¬ 
fered Hobson’s Choice when a 
society demutualises. But it 
seems to me that as an 
alternative ro a windfall pay¬ 
ment, those wishing to remain 
members of a mutual associ¬ 
ation could elect to have their 
mortgages, investments and 
pensions transferred to 
another existing or new mutu¬ 
al fund, at toe expense of 


the society wishing to 
demutualise, in lieu of a 
payment which effectively en¬ 
tices them to remain with their 
original financial institution 
in its new guise. 

True, toe temptation of a 
whacking great windfall is 
considerable, but those valu¬ 
ing the mutual status could 
thus have a comeback against 
carpetbagging — especially if 
such options to remain with a 
mutual organisation received 
official backing. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID HOLLADAY. 

95 West Graham Street, 
Glasgow. 


Danger of imposing a 'married persons tax’ 


From Mr Philip Johnson 
Sir. Suggestions that Labour 
may follow toe US example in 
the overhaul of toe present 
system of family credit, and 
might also end independent 
taxation of husbands and 
wives, would be a direct attack 
on married couples and toe 
family as an institution. Joint 
taxation of husband and wife 
will encourage cohabitation 
whilst discouraging marriage. 
.As illustrated in The Times of 
November 29. joint taxation of 
married couples each earning 
£20.000 per year would lead to 
an additional £4.000 annual 
income tax liability. 

We have been happily mar¬ 
ried for 12 years. We are a 
working couple with two 
young children and both earn 
slightly above the national 
average income, like millions 
of others, our finances are 
fairly finely balanced. If com¬ 
bine} taxation is reintroduced, 
given toe choice between re¬ 


maining married but being 
pushed very hard financially 
or obtaining a quickie “divorce 
of convenience” to benefit 
from separate taxation status, 
we would probably opi for toe 
latter. 

If combined taxation on 
married couples were then to 
end. or our financial circum¬ 
stances enabled us comfort¬ 
ably to pay what would be a 
discriminatory "married per¬ 
sons tax", we would then “re¬ 
marry" as we would prefer it 
to be this way. 

Successive Governments* 
fiscal policies have penalised 
married couples as a soft 
target. Gordon Brown 
should appreciate that a 
large constituency of married 
middle-dass working cou¬ 
ples voted them in. 

Yours faithfully, 

PHILIP JOHNSON. 
Parsonage House. 

Church Street. 

Henfield, West Sussex. 
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By Our Cm Staff 


SHARES in Williams, the 
former conglomerate. rose 
S-4 p to 32S J * p'after the security 
and alarm services group 
released a positive rrading 
statement that reassured the 
market. 

.Analysts had become con¬ 
cerned about the impact of the 
strong pound and the Likely 
effect of the Far East economic 
crisis. Dealers said that they 
found die statement reassur¬ 
ing on both current rrading 
and on growth prospects. 

The analysts said that the 
market was heartened by the 
company's announcement 
that the' promising outlook 
indicated at the time of the 
interim statement proved to be 
well founded, with the 
achievement of "pleasing" per- 


Eldridge 
in shares 
shake-up 


ELDRIDGE POPE, oper¬ 
ator of the Slurping Toad 
and Fireside Inns pub 
concepts, is to revamp its 
two-tier share structure by 
enfranchising its restricted 
voting A shares to create a 
single dass of ordinary 
shares (Dominic Walsh 
writes). 

Christopher Pope, chair¬ 
man. said the proposal 
would open up the group 
to a wider range of fund¬ 
ing opportunities to step 
up expansion. 

The news came as the 
group reported a 23-6 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to E5.4 million in the year 
to September 30. Earnings 
per share rose to 20.2p 
(I6.6p). A final dividend of 
3.9Sp, payable on Febru- 
aiy 6. makes 6.ip (5_3p). 
The shares rose strongly, 
gaining 22h p to 268p. 


forma nces from all divisions 
in the second half. 

Williams said that the 
"prospects for 1995 are good". 
According to analysts, the 
main positive feature was the 
reassurance by Williams that 
recent economic turbulence in 
the Far East had had little 
effect on the group's Asia- 
PSdfic businesses. The state¬ 
ment said: "Fluctuations in the 
value of sterling affect the 
translation of earnings rather 
than trading performance." 

One analyst said: The key 
point was the reassurance on 
the Far East. In one sense this 
was good news simply be¬ 
cause it wasn’t bad news." 

Shares in Williams have 
fallen sharply in recent weeks, 
depressed by expectations that 
its profits would be hit hard by 
the economic problems in the 
Far East and sterling's contin¬ 
uing strength. 

In its trading statement, the 
company said that overall 
demand in fire protection and 
security had been good. 

The performance of the 
home improvement product 
division had been under¬ 
pinned by continued firm 
demand in North America 
and the United Kingdom, 
while market conditions in 
France and Germany re¬ 
mained challenging. 

In Chubb, the programme 
of business integration and 
performance improvement 
had proceeded well, with ex¬ 
cellent support from the oper¬ 
ational management team, the | 
company said. 

For I99S, Williams said that 
its fire protection and security 
businesses would continue to 
benefit from their strong mar¬ 
ket positions and broad prod¬ 
uct range throughout the 
world. 

These strengths would be 
further underpinned by the 
full integration of Chubb, 
delivering lower costs, im¬ 
proved competitive positions 
and accelerated sales growth 
in many of its markets. 
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LVMH-Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton has formed a new 
fragrances and cosmetics group to_ intensify co-operation 
among its fragrances and cosmetics companie s an d to 
develop their international competitiveness. The compan y 
said ihar its fragrances and cosmetics group will comprise 
P&rfams Christian Dior. Guerlain. Parni ms G ivenchy and 
Parfums Kenzo, and is one of the “mosr powerful opersta’s in 
this sector on a worldwide scafe" 

The company added: “It will aim to reinforce the 
fragrances and cosmetics companies' siroigths by accelerat¬ 
ing the development of synergies supporting the companies’ 
shared commercial interests and co-ordinating theirmstribu- 
tion strategies while preserving each brand's identity." 
Patrick ChoeL chairman and diief executive officer oftarfixm 
Christian Dior, has been appointed president of the hew 
group, while Elizabeth Desvignes has been appointed the 
financial controller. She ■will continue in her previros post as 
chief financial officer of Parfums Givenchy until a successor . 
has been appointed. 






Pub group expands 


Steve McBrierty, left, finance director of reverse side shows the Clydesdale Bank on sales up 27 per cent to £156 million. A 
Morrison Construction, and Fraser Mot- Plaza in Edinburgh, built by Morrison, halfyear dividend of l-SOp. up from 
risen, chairman, are especially proud of In the half year to September 30, pre-tax I.64p, is to be paid out of earnings up 44 
Clydesdale Bank's new £20 note. Its profits rose 40 per cent to £6.68 million, per cent to 6-77p 


Ericsson confirms Scottish Radio still 
10,000 jobs to go out to add stations 


THE OLD ENGLISH PUB COMPANY has completed the 
acquisition of seven individual coaching inns a! a total cost of 
E5J89 million, taking its estate to 111 houses. The biggest of the 
newly acquired inns is the Cock Hood, at Stony Stratford, 
Buckinghamshire, for Which foe company has pakELL87 
min inn in all. the group is paying E434 million incashand 
£135 million in shares. Barry Warwick, chief executive, said 
that trading in the first eight months of the current financial 
year was "substantially ahead of Iasi year'",, with organic 
growth in November of 83 per cent cm a tike-for-like basis. 


From Our Foreign Staff 


By Chris Ayres 


Richards challenge 


ERICSSON, the Swedish 
telecoms group, confirmed 
yesterday that it was planning 
to cutup ro 10,000 more jobs in 
the future, part of a restructur¬ 
ing plan started two years ago 
in its Infocom division. 

The company was respond¬ 
ing to a suggestion that about 
10,000 new cutbacks were plan¬ 
ned in coming years. Karin 
Almqvist Liwendahl, a com¬ 
pany spokeswoman, confirmed 
that the group was planning 
further cutbacks, but emphas¬ 
ised that this was not new. 

"This is not something we 
are just doing out of the blue. 


This is part of an ongoing 
process." she said yesterday. 

Ms Liwendahl said the cut¬ 
backs were started in the 
Infocom division in 1995 and 
had resulted in about 10,000 
jobs being cut back. "Now we 
have reached the halfway 
point approximately. This 
means that in one way or 
another about another 10,000 
people will be affected," she 
added. 

However, she could not say 
over what period the cutbacks 
would be made. Ericsson's 
shares were trading four 
crowns lower at 3203 (£24). 


SCOTTISH RADIO, the 
newspapers and commercial 
radio group that owns stations 
such as Radio Clyde, yester¬ 
day said that it is still looking 
to buy new stations and apply 
for new licences. 

The company renewed its 
commitment to expansion as it 
reported a 33 per cent rise in 
pretax profits for the year to 
September 30. from £7 million 
to £9 million, on turnover of 
£37.4 million, up 32 per cent 
from £28.4 million. 

Earnings per share were 
23p, up 23 per cent from I8.7p. 
and a final dividend of 6.4p. 


up from 53p, will be paid on 
January 28, taking the total 
dividend to 9.4p, up from 73p. 

- Scottish Radio said that its 
recent acquisitions — Down¬ 
town Radio and Cool FM in 
Northern Ireland — had seat 
a 73 per cent rise in profits. It 
added that its press division 
had benefited from printing 
contracts won last year with 
the Irish Daily Mirror and 
Sundry Mirror. 

The company paid off all its 
borrowings during the. year, 
and now has cash, balances of 
£1.7 million, with net assets ' 
totalling E22 million. 


RICHARDS, the textiles group, said ft has received a 
requisition for an extraordinary meeting of shareholders to 
remove three of the company’s directors and appoint three 
new directors in their place. The company said the requisition 
proposes that David Staveley, lan Lakin and Graham Sharp 
be appointed to the company and Brian Gilbert; Raymond 
Dinsdale and Frederick Dalgamo be removed from office as 
directors of the company. The directors said they will write to 
shareholders in due course. The shares remained unchanged 
yesterday at 35p. 


Field seeks foothold 


1 


Hazlewood blames disposals for fall 


FIELD, the paper and packaging group, is seeking to ' 
establish a foothold in the Italian and Spanish pharmaceuti¬ 
cal packaging and labelling market by acquiring operations 
in Italy and Spain with a turnover level in the range of £5 
million to £10 million, according to Keith Gilchrist the chief ' 
executive. Field raised pre-tax profits 14 per cent to £12 million - 
in the six months to October 5. on sales up S3 per cent to £117 
million. The interim dividend rises from 3.1p to 3.4p, out of ,'J 
earnings up 15 per cent to 153p. . ■ ‘ 


By Our Cm Staff 


PRE-TAX profits of Hazlewood 
Foods fell from £11.4 million to 
£10 million in the six months id 
S eptember 30. The drop was put 
down primarily to a deepening 
of losses on disposals from £4.7 
million to £93 million. 

The convenience foods 
group's earnings per share fell 
from 3.09p to 2J0 7p, although 


the group says that normal¬ 
ised earnings rose from 5.06p 
to 6.26p. The half-year divi-. 
dend rises from Z4p to 2.6p. 

Hazlewood said that share 
buybacks, acquisitions and 
capital investment are ail 
equally attractive proposi¬ 
tions. The group recently 
asked shareholders at its an¬ 
nual meeting for permission to 
buy back up to 5 per cent of its 


shares, sparking speculation 
of a fuB buyback. 

However, John Simons, the 
chief otecutive, said: “At the 
mapKjti we haven't done it [a 
buyback} but I think it is 
something we will regularly 
review and then take the 
option as and when.” 

He said the group has three 
options for theuseofitscash' 
— further capital investment- 


a share buyback or 
acquisitions. 

'• In the half year, the group 
was cash positive. Borrowings 
were reduced from £943 mil¬ 
lion to £50.7 million, while 
gearing was cut from 51 per 
cent to 28 per cent • 

The group is planning the 
reinvestment of up to £10 
-million of proceeds from dis- 
Njposal* in-special projects. 


Amersham signs deal 


AMERSHAM PHARMACIA BIOTECH, a subsidiary of ; 
Nycomed Amersham. and Afiymetrix have agreed a three- ? 
year non-exclusive, worldwide sales and marketing deal. 
Amersham. Pharmacia Biotech will act as an agent for the ‘ 
sale of some Afiymetrix Genechip reagents, systems and 
software. Amersham Pharmacia will sell the Genechip 
product tine as part of its current offering of reagents and;; 
instruments. Afiymetrix and Amersham Pharmacia will co- / 
ordinate the sales and marketing ofsome Genechip products. ^ 
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BUSINESS NEWS 31 


extortion case 


p rv» 


rh;iJ 


JAPAN’S most notorious rack¬ 
eteer, Ryuichi Koike, pleaded 
gudty wstejday to extorting 
tens of millions of doBarefrom 
t j top Japanese financial firms in 
f®® “2® become the nation's 
muckiest business scandal 
this decade. 

On the first day of his trial 
m a Tokyo court. Koike admit- 
t ted mat he had taken payoffs 
j J«i fji\ **« “Big Four" bn&5 

?Sfs "7 N “ nura Securities, 
NBcko Secunnes, Daiwa Secu¬ 
rities and the now foiled 
Yamaichi Securities — as well 
as from commercial bank Dai- 
Ichi Kangyo. 

Kxrike, 54. was brought into 
the crowded courtroom wear¬ 
ing handcuffs and wife a rope 
held by court security officials 
passing through his arms and 
tied around his waist. 

After a prosecutor read cart 
the indictments Koike admit- 
ted he had demanded compen¬ 
sation and received cash from 
the five financial institutions. 


From A Correspondent 


T*. r?. 


He said: “I folly acknowled 
that all the statements in the 
indictments are true." 

Pro secutors said that Koike 
received about 700 million yen 

(B24 million) from the four 
bnjers in the mid-1990s in 
otdiange for his assurances 
that their shareholders’ meet¬ 
ings would go smoothly. 

Koike also pleaded guilty to 
receiving about 12 billion yen 
in illegal loans from Dai-Ichi 
Kangyo Bank (DKB). The case 
was adjourned after a 25 - 
rainute hearing yesterday, 
wife the next, session sched¬ 
uled for January 26. 

, More than 30 current and 
former executives of fee five 
companies have been indicted 
in connection with the payoffs. 

Koike is a type of extortion- 
ist known in Japan as a 
sokaiya, who threatens to 
disrupt companies’ annual 
meetings unless paid off. Such 
payoffs have been illegal since 
1982, but firms have found it 
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IMF chief sets out 
‘seven pillars of 
wisdom’ for Asia 


Camdessus says listen to market signals 


even if negative. George SiveU reports 


1 


* % 











SOU TH-EAST Asia should re- 
.' structure and reform to get rt- 
sdf out of economic crisis, 
Michd Camdessus, the mana¬ 
ging director of fee Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, said. 

The Asian ntirade econom- 
ies have fizzkri, bat the region 
should rebuild its shattered 
ambitions through str uctur al 
and policy changes, be said. 

He was speaking to a confer- 
ence coinciding with a meeting 
of Asian finance ministers. M 
Camdessus said hedge funds 
and other market participants 
were not the main cause of 
recent financial problems, and 
urged g o ve rnm ents of the re¬ 
gain to respect signals given by 
thr markets even when they 
were unfavourable. Address¬ 
ing the Business Forum of the 
Association of 
South East 
Asian Nations 
\(Asean), the 
* IMF chief out¬ 
lined "seven 
pillars of new 
wisdom" for 
the region. He 
said these in¬ 
cluded main¬ 
taining “an 
appropriate ex¬ 
change rate 
and exchange 
rate regime", 
strengthening 
the financial 
systems and 
government re¬ 
forms to pro¬ 
mote domestic 
competition 

and "hdp to ensure benefits are 
widely shared". Other advice to 
the region was more “peer 
pressure" among countries to 
make sure prudent polkas 
were being followed some fee 
problems of one nation can 
quickly affect its neighbours. 

■ "This was something miss¬ 
ing in Asia ... yon don't like 
to criticise your neighbours." 

M Camdessus said. "I would 
tike to be yocnr neighbour,” he 
quipped, to laughter. 

M Camdessus, along wife 
officials from the World 
Bank, fee US. Japan; South 
Korea. China and Australia 
are meeting wife Ascan fi¬ 
nance ministers. 

Ascan groups the econom¬ 
ies of Brunei Burma, Indon¬ 
esia, Laos. Malaysia. thePhfl- 



Camdtessus:advice 


and Vietnam. Asia lms suffer¬ 
ed currency devaluations; 
bank failures and sharply 
weakened ' share markets 
since the summer, when Tbai- 
iand’s economic crisis trigger¬ 
ed an exodus of investors 
from fee region. The prob¬ 
lems farced Thailand and In ¬ 
donesia to seek IMF aid. 

M Camdessus told the gath¬ 
ering of Asian businessmen 
and government officials to 
"continue being market 
friendly" because much of the 
region’s success depended mi 
the success of their markets. 

Datolc Ser Dr Mahathir 
M oh a m a d , the Malaysian 
Prim e' Minister, has been a 
critic- of hedge funds and 
currency speculators, accus¬ 
ing tiusn of selling down 
markets to un¬ 
dermine . his 
country. M 
Camdessus 
said, however, 
feat "it would 
beamlstaketo 
Marne hedge 
fends or other 
market partici¬ 
pants as tire 
central agents 
of turmoil in 
Asia". In an¬ 
swer to ' one 
Malaysian. M 
Camdessus ' 
also said spec¬ 
ulators were 
out to make 
money and of¬ 
ten focused on 
countries wife' 


economic problems. He said 
siafeactivitimwiTOncrtifirect- 
ed at countries “where fee fin¬ 
ancial structures... are very 
strong". Dr Mahathir wants 
foreign exchange trading to 
be regulated, and in a speech 
on Monday suggested that 
currency trading be [Hit under 
tire purview of die World 
Trade Organisation. 

In his sixth point of advice, 
M Camdessus said the region 
should provide "timely, accu¬ 
rate- and comprehensive 
data” saying feat transparen¬ 
cy should be a practice in 
good times and in bad. 

He ended his speech on a 
hopeful note, saying he was 
sure the region's crisis "will 
lead to re naissance " adding: 


».«, mw*_ j ___ “The miracle is over, but tire 

jppines. Singapore, Thailand , maturity is with us." 


■ i 

% * .!■ 
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difficult to cut their ties to the 
underworld. 

Koike’s methods were sim¬ 
ple. He bought shares in 
DKB, then used threats of 
froublemaking to obtain funds 
from the bank. He used those 
fruids to buy .stakes in aQ fee 
Big Four brokerages so he 
could hold their meetings to 
ransom. 

Last week fee former presi¬ 
dent of Japan’s largest broker¬ 
age, Nomura Securities, and 
two other former senior execu¬ 
tives pleaded guilty to paying 
off Koike. - 

Yesterday’s trial was 
thought unlikely to lead to any 
further big revelations, but it 
was another cause for gloom 
in Japan's financial sector as it 
prepares for reforms aimed at 
Mxisting competition and rais¬ 
ing financial standards. 

In November alone Japan 

suffered four financial frflures, 

including last week’s collapse 
of Yamaichi Securities. 


South Korea due 
to sign rescue deal 


FRom A Correspondent 


Police guaidSamsanBant whidilus suspended operations 


SOUTH KOREA will sign a 
bail-out deal with the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund today, 
ending a period of confusion 
over the fate of the package. 

Lim Chang Yuel the Finance 
Minister, said feat the agree¬ 
ment, still under negotiation, 
would not require the liquida¬ 
tion of any South Korean bank. 

Chung Duk Koo, South Ko¬ 
rea’s chief negotiator, said the 
tentative agreement did not 
contain measures specifically 
aimed ar fee chaebol , South 
Korea's big business groups. 

Mr Chung, also an assistant 
deputy finance minister, said 
the agreement contained steps 
directed at broad corporate 
activities, but would give no 
more details. He said that the 
two sides had reached a basic 
agreement and the negotia¬ 
tions would now focus on 
numbers. 

Earlier, Kang Man Soo, the 
Deputy Finance Minister, said 
fee IMF programme would 
contain "substantial" mea¬ 
sures covering macroeconom¬ 
ic cooperation, fiscal affairs — 
including the budget and 
monetary policy — and re¬ 
structuring of the financial 
system. He was speaking at a 


In Seoul yesterday there 
was widespread confusion in 

rw? markets ««* the 
Government Itse lf about 

whether an agreement had 

been, reached and what it 

confusion 

began in the early hours of fee 
morning when Mr Lim 
emerged from an overnight 
negotiating session to an¬ 
nounce that a tentative agree¬ 
ment had been reached. 

Mr Lim was also fee official 
who announced an agreement 
bad been reached after an 
overnight session on Sunday 
The agreement turned out to 
be tentative as well and later 
unravelled. 

On November 21. the Seoul 
G °y®™ [ nenr said it would 
IMF standby loans of $2Q 
billion (£5.9 billion), but Mr 

fee amount 
would be far more than that 
Seoul is desperate for assis¬ 
tance because of a ticking time 
bomb wife its short-term debt 
— fee reason it called in the 
IMF. 

Economists say South Ko¬ 
rea’s foreign debt had grown 
to aboot $120 billion as of fee 
end of September. 


Yamaichi 
chief dies 
of fatigue 


AN accountant from the 


Yamaichi Securities, died 
of fatigue after working for 
M days without a break 
when fee company folded. 

Th® accounting section 
chief, 38, died at his home 
in Tokyo last Friday. He 
worked without a break 
from a week before the 
“Big Four" brokerage 
went under in Japan’s 
largest post-war failure; 
and did not leave fee office 
during that paiod. 

After returning home for 
the first time on November 
27, a week after Yamaichi 
announced that it was 
closing, he was found dead 
in bed the following morn¬ 
ing, a company spokes¬ 
man said. Investigators 
are treating the case as 
karoshi, or death from 
overwork. Police made no 
comment on fee case. 


The preceding day, 
Seiichi Tanigashira, 40. an 
employee at a firm affiliat¬ 
ed wife Yamaichi commit¬ 
ted suicide by jumping off 
a building in fee financial 
district of Osaka. He was a 
deputy section chief at 
Taiheiyo Securities Co. 
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34 ARTS MUSIC 


THE TIMES 


WEDNESD AY DECEMBER 31997 


BRIEFLY NOTED 


mi tiuyoa d™ Yes, it’s barmy time again 


VJ- 


OPERAi The 400th anniversary' of the birth of opera, 
hitherto somewhat overshadowed by the present parlous state 
of certain opera houses, has at last inspired a celebration 
worthy of this most extravagant of art forms. Plans for a festival 
modestly titled Universe of Opera will be unveiled in Austria 
Tomorrow. To take place over three days next July, it will bring 
together what its organisers claim will be more than SO 
"superstars of opera", who will perform "the most beautiful 
arias that four centuries have produced" nightly to a 50.000- 
strong audience in the Vienna Prarerstadion. with live television 
broadcasts. Those “most beautiful arias" won! include any 
from the work generally regarded as the Erst opera. Jacopo 
Peri's Daphne of 1507. Its music is entirely Iosl 

DANCE: Despite mixed reviews. Matthew Bourne’s 
groundbreaking Adventures in Motion Pictures company 
seems to have struck gold again with its West End 
production of Cinderella. The show, originally scheduled to 
dose on January 10, has been extended to February 14 at 
the Piccadilly Theatre. Last year Bourne’s Swan Lola became 
the longest-running commercial ballet ever mounted in 
London, and later transferred to Broadway. 

HERITAGE: The nation's “favourite historic house"? 

Apparently it is Brodsworth Hail in Yorkshire. Opened to the 
public just two years ago. Brodsworth is preserved as a time 
capsule of a mid-Victorian "upstairs downstairs” household, 
complete with all the period furniture and fittings- It won its 
accolade last week in the NPl National Heritage Awards, after 
a nationwide poll of visitors to stately homes. 

THEATRE: An old London music-hall will be pressed into 
thespian service for the first time in more than a hundred years 
this month, when Fiona Shaw performs T.S. Eliot’s poem 
The Waste Land. Shaw’s twice-nightly run. opening on 
December 14. will be at Wilton’s Music Hall near Tower 
Bridge in London. Built in 1859 and last used for public 
performance in 1880, it is claimed as the world's oldest 
surviving music-hall. Directed by Deborah Warner, the 37- 
minute production has already been seen in New York. 

Canada. Paris. Brussels and Cork. 

MUSIC: The 19-year-old model Sophie Dahl will star in a 
new musical version of one of her grandfather's stories. Roald 
Dahl's Goldilocks has been set to music by the Austrian 
composer Kurt Schwertsik. and will be premiered by the 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra at the Royal Concert Hall in 
Glasgow on December IS. Sophie plays Goldilocks. It will be 
the Roald Dahl Foundation’s fourth musical commission. 

The next will be an opera. Fantastic Mr Fax, to be premiered by 
Los Angeles Opera next December. 

POP: Lou Reed’s “perfect day” continues. With his 
refurbished song topping the charts, courtesy of the BBC’s 
Children in Need appeal and an ali-starcast. the Velvet 
Underground veteran has signed a new’ record deal with 
Reprise, and written the music for Robert Wilson's new pop 
opera 77me Rocker. 

COMEDY: Flushed with the success of Popcorn, the 
comedian and novelist Ben Elton has a new play in the pipeline. 
Blastfrom the Past will be a two-hander, to be mounted next 
year at the West Yorkshire Playhouse in a production by Jude 
Kelly. If it works; expect to see it transfer to the West End 
some time next autumn. 

MUSICALS: It’s a big month for Stephen Sondheim fans: 
nothing less than the world premiere of his first musical opens 
on December II... at the tiny Bridewell Theatre in London. 
Saturday Night was written by the 22-year-old Sondheim in 
1952—six years before his work on West Side Story 
catapulted him to fame, lire producer died before the piece 
could be performed in New York, and it sat in Sondheim'S 
“bottom drawer” until two years ago, when a workshop 
performance of two of its songs at the Bridewell aroused 
curiosity. Sondheim, who is coming over for die previews, has 
not revised the work at all. preferring it to stand or fall on 
its original merits; 


Why do the pop 
charts go silly 
at Christmas? 

Paul Sexton 
looks at a very 
British tradition 


W hen the Martians 
land and start 
their field survey 
into the habits of 
the British record-buying pub¬ 
lic. let us hope for the sake of 
our fraying credibility that 
they do not get their clip¬ 
boards out during December. 
Once again, on the singles 
scene. *tis the season to be jolly 
silly, when punters walk open- 
mouthed and open-Avalleted 
through a winter wonderland 
of Christmas carbundes. 

Better hold those stories 
about the vibrant creativity of 
Britpop until the new year. For 
the next four weeks, our charts 
will have slightly less sophisti¬ 
cation than tiie average chim¬ 
panzees' tea party — especially 
since we are now officially in 
the commercial stranglehold 
of those youthful recording 
discoveries Pa. Laa-Laa. Ttnky 
Winky and Dipsy. 

Teletubbies Say “ Eh-Ohr , 
the debut single by the "pre¬ 
school” televisual tykes, was 
released this week by BBC 
Worldwide. With reported 
pre-sales of 400.000 copies, it 
looks a cast-iron bet to be top 
of the charts next Sunday. But 
this still would not guarantee 
the portly infants tire much- 
prized Christmas No 1 spot 
since another obligatory pur¬ 
chase. yet more emotive, lurks 
around the next comer. The 
Chicken Shed theatre compa¬ 
ny's / Am In Love With The 
World . the sole single release 
from the Diana, Princess of 
Wales: Tribute album, is re¬ 
leased by Columbia on De¬ 
cember 15 and seems certain to 
be swept to the summit 
Either way. records with 
such powerful emotional ap¬ 
peal haw been enough to see 
off Oasis, whose All Around 
The World single is now not 
due for release until the new 
year. Bowing to a song associ¬ 
ated with the Diana. Princess 
of Wales Memorial Fund is 
one thing. But imagine the 
humiliation for the Gallagher 
brothers of being outsold by a 
group of actors in Day-Glo 
body suits with television 
screens in their stomachs. 














Chart-toppers in the best British yuletide tradition? Po, Laa-Laa, Tinky Winky and Dipsy—aka die Teletubbies — strut their seasonal staff 


William Hill now takes 
about £100.000 in bets on the 
festive No I. “When we started 
doing it 15 years ago.” says 
Graham Sharpe for the com¬ 
pany. “we took about £500. 
Now it’s the equivalent of a 
nice little horse race” 

But if the Chicken Shed 
troupe does outrun the compe¬ 
tition, punters will effectively 
be betting on tile Christmas 
No 2. Aware of the record’s 
delicate nature, William HH1 is 
excluding it from tb£'betting, 
as it did last year with the 
Dunblane memorial single 
Knocking On Heaven's Door. 

“If the Chicken Shed recced 
does get to No 1, well pay out 
on the No 2.7 says Sharpe. “If 
we didn't exclude fc'£bmeone 
would accuse, us .of ^making 
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money out of Dianas memo¬ 
ry." Thus in the list of runners, 
Teletubbies stands at 8/13 
favourite, with the Spice Girls’ 
7bo Much (also due on De¬ 
cember 15) at 13-8. 

But wait Who is this com¬ 
ing up strong on the inside? 
Maureen Rees, of “world’s 
worst driver” fame an the 
BBC1 Driving School series, 
has remade Madness’s 1982 
hit Driving In My Car, and 
enters the race next Monday 
on ARC/Eagle Records. “I 

have got my eyes _ 

cm the road,” she 
wails, and with £ ]j 

estimated retail or¬ 
ders of 100,000 oogr 

copies, she’s not ^35 

world 

Co. It would be a -ii 
right old Ebenezer 
that bah-hum- . 

bugged die barm- «- 
less entertainment rn i i 

brought to millions 1 UDl< 

by tiie linguistical- 
Iy challenged Flab ■ - 
Four. In a world in which such 
songs as Smack My Bitch Up 
routinely conjure images of 
aggression in the name of 
entertainment; many adults 
will welcome a three-minute 
excursion to Tu bland. 

But the inevitable creation 
of the tie-in single perfectly 
typifies the British record in¬ 
dustry in action at Christmas. 
Once again, the world of low 
commerce has fashioned a 
product that parents know 
they must acquire in exchange 
for a moment’s peace from the 
most powerful consumers in 
the household: the ones who 
wear nappies. 

Retailers love it, of course. 
“The race for the Christmas 
No 1 is really exciting," says 
Siobhan Ennis, sin glgc man . 


CInan 
aggressive 
world many 
will enjoy 
atripto 
Tubland ? 


ager at Tower Records in 
Piccadilly Circus. “At this time 
of year, people aren’t being so 
serious about tbeir purchas¬ 
ing. We’ve taken a hell of a lot 
of the Teletubbies record. The 
singles market is driven by 
children, and not just at 
Christmas.” 

By contrast, the American . 
pop charts are rarely prey to 
the eccentricities of the festive 
novelty. Billboard magazin e's 
Hot 100 . chart ploughs 
through December much as 

_ any other month, 

. and in recent years 
has produced such 
decidedly unsea- 
ssive 501131 Christmas 
chart-toppers as 
mam/ Michael Jackson’s 
tuaiiy slack or White. 

ninv But Fred 

Bronson, the Los 

+ ■ Angeles-based edi- 

tor of Billboard's 
j “Chartbear” coF 
J1Q 7 mnn, enjoys the 
— ^_ bright colours of 
the British singles 
bazaar in December. “I’m 
jealous, because it's so much 
more interesting,’’ he says. 
“With the British chart, any- 
tiling can happen. We have 
had our share of Christmas 
records in the chart in the past 
But it hasn’t happened so 
much recently." 

However, if the US pop 
bestsellers remain relatively 
novelty-free at this time of 
year, the country singles chart 
becomes a veritable homeless 
shelter for Yuletide songs. You 
will kick yourself for missing 
them, but 12 months ago these 
included not only Alan Jack¬ 
son'S Rudolph The Red-Nosed 
Reindeer but also Joe Dime's 
Leroy The Redneck Reindeer . 
Suddenly Teletubbies Say 
"Eh-OhT doesn’t seem so bad. 


Still putting out 
the right beam 

T hree tunes into their 

first upmarket en- ..'' 
easement, the ex- 


T hree tunes into their 
first upmarket en¬ 
gagement, tiie ex¬ 
tended lighthouse Family 
looked as though they had 
their cardigans on for the 
evening. Then out popped 
their breakthrough hit. Lift¬ 
ed, and rarely was a song si 
aptly named. 

When Paul Tucker and 
Tunde Baiyewu and their 
large group tiptoed into Let 
It All Change, from their 
second album Postcards 
From Heaven . an evening 
of the politest coffee-table 
music seemed to loom- But 
such fears were to underes¬ 
timate one of the more 
subtie British successes of 
1996-97. 

In the spring of 1994, I 
received a compilation tape 
of forthcoming releases 
from Polydor Records on 
which one song. Ocean 
Drive, seemed to glisten 
with sunny sophistication. 
It was another year before 
its creators were to emerge 
from the incubator of some 
careful career development; 
almost two before their 
musical key started to fit tiie 
lode of radio airplay. The 
strides made by tiie Light¬ 
house Family since have 
been quietly remarkable. 

The Ocean Drive album 
is now in 15 million British 
households and has'held a 
place in the bestsellers for 
92 weeks. So it has contin¬ 
ued with Postcards From 




Heaven. Keyboardist Tuck¬ 
er announced with genuine 
pride that they were cele¬ 
brating tiie news that the 
record had gone platinum, 
thus beating away tiie soph¬ 
omore blues that often visit, 
the follow-up album. 

Furthermore, far from 
playing their joker too early 
with Lifted, the group in¬ 
dustriously sustained its up¬ 
beat mood, both with newer 
songs such as Once In A 
Blue Moon and the recent 
hit Raindoud, and on 
upmarket properties from 
that Ocean Drive address. 
Loving Every Minute even 
featured two guitar solos 
from tiie only man cm stage 
with hair to let down, Pml 
Hudson. Meanwhile be¬ 
hind them, scenes of tiie 
Tyne Bridge, blurring mo¬ 
torways and. of course, a 
beaming lighthouse provid¬ 
ed a suitably soigne back- 
drop. 

Ocean Drive was the 
capper for the kind of 
sensible party that everyone 
could drive home from. The 
rays may not be blinding, 
but the lighthouse will tong 
continue to beam. 

Paul Sexton 


DIRECTION 


On the steps ot Guefl Parte, Barcelona 

his week The Times, wilh I SPAIN 


Royal Hotel Bray, DubQn 


T his week The Times, with 
Leisure Direction, offers 
readers the chance io lake a 
short break in Europe [ram just 
£24 per person, which includes 
one night's accommodation and 
return fare. Our money saving 
packages are available for (ravel 
up to March 31.1998. 

Simply collect four of [he six 
lokens appearing in The Times 
(his week and attach them to the 
booking form which will be 
published tomorrow and 
Saturday. 

How tiie offer works 

All prices shown are based on 
the first night's accommodation, 
sharing a twin/douMe room on a 
bed and breakfast or roam only 
basis, and includes the return 
fore for your chosen method of 
transport. 

• The first price listed is travel 
by ear • The second is iravri by 
Eurastar • The third is trawl by 
air • The fourth price quoted is 
for additional nights • The last 
figure is the number of bee child 
(under 12} accommodation pteces. 
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SPAIN 

BARCELONA 

Hotel Astoria *** 

Near to Gaud! houses 
BB £39 n/a £198 £26 1 • 
Mon-Thu add £11 pp per night 
Hotel RZatto *** 

Historfc building In the heart ot 
Gothic Quarter 
BB £39 n/a £198 £26 - 
Hotel Satm *** 

Near the cathedral end Ram bias 
BB £3S n/a £198 £26 - 
Aw ai di Palace **** 

Begant dasaJcaJty designed 
traditional hotel 
BB £49 n/a £208 £39 - 
OLHuaaPalaoe ***** 
Supremely elegant, for de luxe 
rooms, add £54 pp per night 
BB £59 n/a £218 £49 - 
Grand Una Hotel Arts ***** 
Overlooking the Med and Olympic 
marina BB £69 n/a £228 £59 1 
MADRID 

Trip Qm Via *★* 

Close to Puerta del Sol shopping 
BB £39 n/a £169 £27 
Hotel Oaudi **** 

Close to main sights. MorVThu add 
£8 pp per night 
BB £49 n/a £179 £38 - 
Hotel Arasa **** 

Within waMng distance of Royal 
Palace, Pm do museum and shops 
BB £54 n/a £164 £44 - 
VMaReal **** 

Charming hotel dose to Parilament 
BB £59 n/a £189 £49 1 
Mon-Thu add £12 pp per night 


COSTA BRAVA 

Ranrtorde Algoabbnm **** 

On a wooded promontory, 
overlooking the sea 
BB £49 n/a £208 £38 - 
COSTA DEL SOL 
Paraderde Nerja **** 
Located on a ctfff. overlooking the 
beach BB £49 n/a £197 £41 - 
Parador del Gotr Malaga **** 
Elegant and modem with an 18- 
hote golf course 
BB £59 n/a £207 £44 - 
Paradorde Honda **** 
Perched on a gorge, in the heart at 
RorrdaBB £59 iya £207 £44 - 
SEVILLE 

SwBMMriltosha *** 

An bnmacubte hotel short strol from 
centre. Prices vafid untB Mar 15. 

88 239 n/a £199 £23 - 
SevUo Hotel Bocquer **** 
Walking distance of Glralda Tower 
Prices vafld untB Feb 28. 

BS £39 n/a £199 £26 - 

IRELAND 

DUBUN 

Regency Hotel *** 

Overlooking the city, fuel three km 
from centre. Fri-Sat add £5 pp pn 
: RO E54 iVa £124 E22 1 
Royal Hotel Bray *** 

Leisure centre and Indoor poed. 
FrfSat add £5 pp pn 
RO £54 rya £124 £22 1 
Faflanant Hotel *** 

Excellent central location. FrLSat 
add £5 pp per night 
RO £59 rya £129 £29 1 


StyMh hotel by Grand Canal 
RO £64 n/a £134 £34 1 
JwysfcmC laMtl iwh *** 
Close to cosmopolitan Tonple Bar 
area BB £64 n/a £137 £341 
dorya Inn Custom Houee *** 
Modem hotel in an Idea! c8y centre 
location 88 £64 n/a £137 £34 1 


JAZZ: Chris Parker on a British-Finnish link, and a doughty vetera n singer 

IVyflV Wilt foappnipriatdy invited to . youthful band-pianist Bruce 

IVllA UUL stamp Jus tndividtrality on wllcCIl Flowers, bassist Neal Caine 

proceedings through a few X and drummer Eric Harland - 

^ ^ . -a shorttsh solo burets, withlittie _ r looks set to emulate its ode- 

no match slx&ss of jazz 


Just two miles from Dun Laoghaire 
RO £74 rya £144 £42 - 
dorrs Hotel ***** 

Two restaurants and tradUonai 
Irish pub 88 £79 n/a £149 £49 1 
CORK 

Jury* inn **★ 

Modem hotel overtooMng the river 
and ctase to the sights 
BB £59 n/a £149 £291 
Fitzpatrick Hotel **** 

Tthe hotel has a nine-hole golf 
comes and Maura (ariEttas 
RO £84 n/a £154 £34 - 


A short wak from the c«y centre 
RO £64 rya £154 £34 - 
BS - Bed and breakfast 
RO - Room only 


BOOK TODAY 

SHORT ERCAKS [JY CAR 

0181 324 3001 

SHORT BREAKS BY TRAIN 

0181 324 3002 

SHORT BREAKS CV AIR 

0181 324 3003 


TOMORROW: BRITTANY AND NORMANDY 


... . - _. '- 


THE theory was hard to fault: 
by bringing together two of 
British jazz's most indivklua] 
talents — saxophonist John 
Surman and keyboard player 
Django Bates — and Hdsin- 
kfs Uuden Musiflon Orkes- 
1 ten. jazz links between Britain 
1 and Finland would be 
strengthened in a celebratory 
context marking the 80th an¬ 
niversary of Finland’s inde¬ 
pendence. 

In the event, neither col¬ 
laboration quite delivered. 
After a sprightly introductory 
piece. Frozen Petals, com¬ 
posed by UMO’s conductor 
Kari HrinikL Surman was 
required to add his unique 
baritone sound to a politely 
funky arrangement of Miles 
Davis’s A/1 Blues. In both this 
and another baritone feature, 
the. appropriately menacing 
FSm Notr, however. Sur- 
man’s strengths — control, 
dignity, tonaTpority and emo¬ 
tional warmth — were not 

given sufficient scope. 

Instead, he was somewhat 


in app ro pri ately invited to 
stamp his individuality on 
proceedings through a few 
shortish solo bursts, with little 
time for the slow-building 
atmospheric playing in which 
be excels. Only one piece, 
Northern Lights, written by 
UMO pianist KIrrao Linti- 
nen, allowed Surman suffi¬ 
cient space and time to air his 
extraordinary originality on 
baritone. His soprano playing 
was simOariy under-utilised. 

Django Bates had dearly 
decided to show off one 
particular facet of his art: his 
sense of humour. To this end. 
New York New York, des¬ 
cribed facetiously as “a horri¬ 
ble, horrible old song done in 
a lovely new way", was pulled 
apart and generally abused: a 
controversial yachtsman, 
Donald Cruwhurst was re¬ 
membered in a lively piece 
featuring the composer on 
English horn played with a 
wah-wah pedal (to great ef¬ 
fect and the delights of tea¬ 
drinking were dwelt on at 
some length in a rowdy 
encore: 

Only the plaintive Candles 
Still Flicker in Romanics 
Dark struck a serious note; 
and even this contained a 
wholly inappropriate quote 
from Lionel Bart’s Fa Do 
Anything. The odd overall 
impression left was that 
whereas Surman h*rt not 
been able to relax eno ugh . 
Bates had relaxed rather too 
much. 



“YOU missed me, didn’t you?" 
Such was Betty Carter's ebul¬ 
lient greeting to a vociferously 
enthusiastic standing-room- 
only crowd at Ronnie Scott’s. 
Then, when the noise died 
down-* “I told Pete King [the 
late Ronnie Scott’s partner) 
you would!" 

Given that the Michigan- 
born singer always plays to 
packed houses at tiie dub. it’s 
unlikely that King needed any 
persuasion to engage her ser¬ 
vices for another week there, 
but such banter just serves to 
emphasise Carter's justifiably 
relaxed attitude these days. 

She has struggled through 
some pretty lean patches in the 
halt-century since the begin¬ 
ning of her career, when she 
sang with Dizzy Gillespie and 
Charlie Parker in Detroit, and 
if an yone deserves a bit of 
respectful adulation, she does. 

9 f COurse * along with the 
unique voice and the sparky 
stage presence, audiences 
nave also come to associate 
Betty Carter with impeccable 
taste m accompanying trios, 
and her current, typically 
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youthful band—pianist Bruce 
Flowers, bassist Neal Caine 
and drummer Eric Harland— 
looks set to emulate its cele¬ 
brated predecessors for snap, 
precision and cultural vibran¬ 
cy* Whether Carter was.scat- 
ting wildly on the fa miliar 
changes of Brooks Bowman’s 
East of the Sun, easing her 
way sensuously through 
Bernice Petkere’s Close Your 
Eyes, or exploring all tiie 
emotional subtleties of Body . 
and Soul, they were with her ~m\ 
every step of the way, respond- ■ 

ing smartly to her constant 
good-natured cajoling as. she 
prowled around the stage. • 
Perhaps the most surprising 
thing about Gartert "current 
undisputed status, as -the 
world’s greatest jazz singer is 
that she is, unequivocally, 
exactly that a joss singer. 
Audiences, initially sceptical, 
have slowly come round to her 
way of thinking, attracted not 
by crowd-pleasing HandKshr 
ments or the smooth^bommer- 
oalism of ersatz, caharet-style 
jazz, but by wholly uncompro¬ 
mising. full-blooded vocal im¬ 
provisations that bring out 
every emotional nuance: in¬ 
vestigate every harmonic pos¬ 
sibility. of standards such, as / 
Should Care or Every Time 
We Say Goodbye. 

listening to her eSa fe A , 
demanding, even dialteagtog> 
but. as the u naffected warmth 
and devotion of her qpepnft- 
™ght reception demonstrated, - 
it is also deeply rewarding' 
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ARTSCINEMA 35 


GREAT BRITISH 
HOPES 


Rising stars in the 
arts firmament: 
EDWARD 

burrqwes 

Age 12. 

Voice of Britten: Head chorister at 
St Paul’s Cathedral School, he beat 
off 100 rivals to win the part of 
Miles, the doomed boy. in the 
recent Royal Opera production of 
The Turn of The Screw. He’s back 
with Britten on Saturday at the 
Festival Hall, singing Balulalow, 
the fourth movement otA Ceremo¬ 
ny of Carols, as part of the BBC 
Concert Orchestra's “Family 
Christmas Crackers" concert s . 

How did his opera debut go? 
Under Deborah Warner’S direction 
his Barbican performances were 
frighteningly mature — despite his 
' nerves. “The pressure of acting and 
singing in opera was totally differ¬ 
ent from performing solos in St 
Paul's. I was quite relieved that the 
on-stage lighting meant 1 couldn’t 
see the audience." 

Ambition? To go back to Covent 
Garden as a tenor and sing Peter 
Quint. The Turn of The Screvfs 
■ghostly servant. “If all opera is as 
; exciting as the Britten, I'd love to 
! have a career in it." 

■Three of a kind: His elder brother, 
Connor, 14. left St Paul’s in 1996. i 
his younger brother. Patrick, ten, 1 
has been there since 1994—the first 
time a sibling trio has overlapped 


Small but 
perfectly 
marketed 

Can a children’s classic fighfrtihe might of 
Disney at the cinema? Sheila Johnston 
on the battle for young filmg oers 

P arents scanning the family Buena Vista International, the stu 
films on offer this Christ- dip's UK-based distribution divi- 
raas face a sparse line-up. si on. "And we Ye not keen to let 
There is Home Alone 3. anvoneiomus at the too of the tree. 



ar the school. “Connor's voice 
hasn't broken yet, so with luck I've 
. got two more years as a treble." 

Are the choristers competitive! 
"We all know exactly how many 
solos each of us has sung in the 
cathedral." Things are apparently 
a bit more relaxed in the boarders’ 
common room, where the boys sing 
along to the Spice Girls. 

Any other achievements? He, 
opens the batting and bowling for 
the school’s First XI. Personal bests 
to date are 43 not out — against 
Westminster Abbey — and 5 for 2. 
"We usually bowl the opposition 
out for about 10, so we have to bat 
first or else the game’s over in 20 
minutes.” 

A century against Australia at 
Lord's or a Covent Garden tri¬ 
umph as Quint? "It'S got to be the 
century, because without any real 
talent as a cricketer I know that is 
going to remain a dream." 

Daniel Rosenthal 


P arents scanning the family 
films on offer this Christ¬ 
mas face a sparse line-up. 
There is Home Alone 3, 

| minus Macaulay Culkin. who 
steered the first two movies to 
success (they remain high on the 
list of all-time top box-office gross- 
ers) but who is now too old for the 
role; George of the Jungle, a 
Tarzan spoof from Disney; Prince 
Valiant, an Anglo-Irish-Gmnan 
animated feature; Spice World The 
Movie; and The Borrowers, a $30 
million film based on Mary Nor¬ 
ton’s much-loved books about a 
family of tiny scavengers. 

Of these. The Borrowers (which 
opens on Friday and will be 
reviewed tomorrow) is the only 
picture with a chance of mustering 
much enthusiasm from critics and 
parents. However, it differs signifi¬ 
cantly from the recent BBC series, 
notably in the addition of a baddie. 
John Goodman, the American star 
of Roseanne and The Flintstones, 
whose semi-sadistic frustration and 
humiliation (electrocution, burning 
and near-death by 400 gallons of 
cream cheese are involved) form 
the core of the plotline. 

The producer is Tim Bevan of 
Working Title, the company behind 
both the film and television ver¬ 
sions of Norton's stories. "We 
needed something simple in order 
for it to work on tne big screen, and 
the idea was to create a chase (hat 
would carry us through the film." 
he explains. "We needed a typical 
movie-type villain, people want to 
be surprised, but not that surprised 
—you have to convince parents that 
it’s going to be OK. It'S very difficult 
to compete with Disney, especially 
in America. They’ve got a cartel on 
family films." 

Other executives agree. Ian 
George, the director of marketing 
for Warner Brothers Distributors, 
says: “In an industry where brand 
names mean nothing—no one goes 
along to a Warner film or a 
Paramount film — Disney is the 
closest you can get" Disney has- 
been fiercely protective of its .mo¬ 
nopoly,, especially in the fidd of 
animation, which other studios 
such as Fax. Warner Brothers and 
Steven Spielberg's DreamWorks 
are hoping to challenge with ani¬ 
mated features of their own over 
the next year. Fox’s cartoon 
fairytale Anastasia has been at the 
centre of a battle royal in the US, 
where it opened last month against 
an arsenal of Disney releases 
programmed, allegedly, to crush it. 

“The Disney name is incredibly 
powerful and well-protected,” com¬ 
ments Daniel Battsek. the vice- 
president and managing director of 


Buena Vista International, the stu 
ditfs UK-based distribution divi¬ 
sion. “And we Ye not keen to let 
anyone join us at the top of the tree. 
Anyone else would do the same. 1 ! 

Disney's success is partly down 
to hard-nosed ra^kfling tech¬ 
niques. Peter Hewitt, the British 
director of The Borrowers, still 
smarts from the memory of filming 
Mark Twain’s American classic 
Tom Sawyer at Disney. "It was very 
dark and violent, like the book. Blit 1 
Joe Roth had just arrived [to replace 
the previous studio head] and he 
saw it more as a buddy movie. They 
sold it as a jolly cartoon-with the 
copyline ’the original bad boys’, , a 
rock'n'roll trailer and a typeface on 
the posters that looked like Tom 
and Jerry. I’m trying with The 
Borrowers to make sure they’re 
selling the film that was made, not 
just some fun movie with John 
Goodman." 

But prestige family films remain 
a tricky commerriai prospect 
Warner's next major release. 
Fairytale: A True Story, about the 
two small girls who claimed to have 
photpgragHied fairies, is currently 
playing in America. '“The US 
campaign was purple, with a 
classic Disney yellow typeface.” 
George admits. "But you have to 
bear m mind that it is set in 1917 in 
Bradford, and half foe American 
population wont know where that 
is. In Britain we are going for a 
more traditional look. It* not the 
sort of film that is going to 
engender great ’pester power 1 , but 
we’re appealing to parents to take 
children along to something they 
know will be good wholesome fun. 


W hen it opens here in 
February, Fairytale is 
likely to demonstrate 
another industry axi¬ 
om: small girls wifi happily watch 
movies about bays, but bays are 
loath to return the compliment But 
Warner has successfully released a 
suite of quality costume dramas, 
including The'Secret Gafdeh'. The 
little. Princess. and-BJacft ,Beauty. 
"Our .expectations- «wt' nofTiuge^u. 
because one imagines that kids are 
interested only in special effects 
and gizmos,” George says. "And 
three quarters of films released in 
the UK lose money. But we made 
money on all those titles." 

No doubt all these difficulties go 
some way to explaining why, 
despite the current British film 
boom, a glance at movies in the 
pipeline reveals only one or two 
titles aimed at a younger audience. 
“With Bean and The Borrowers we 
wanted to start making family 
movies geared to the world mar- 



For its big screen detent The Borrowers Isis scaled up the thrills with the addition of a classic baddie 

ket," say^i Sevan. — in contrast to other popular Unlike adult movies, which gen¬ 

looking . for moreprbjedfe ’. wxfli .children's leisure activities Eke enffiy mop up 25 per cent of meir 
decent ideas and characters. But watching television—has not been total box office an the opening 


people are not writihgtiiosesbrfe of hit by the rise of home computers, 
scripts." V t. On the cbntraiy, attendance by 

But .the 'family ; film .market - children aged between seven and 14 
continues to expand. According to has grown by 23 per centinthe past 
research from the advertising agenh - ten years — 1 the cinema remains a 
cy Leo Burnett, going to the cinema’,. popular birthday outing. 


Unlike adult movies, which gen¬ 
erally mop up 25 per cent of their 
total box office an the opening 
weekend, George says children's 
films often do slow-buraing busi- 
ness. But the multiplexes can 
programme than in matinee dots 
for weeks on end. And, Bevan adds, 
tiie ancillary possibilins are “huge” 


—but wiU it still be small beer? 

— meaning the extended afterlife 
they enjoy through television and 
video sales, merchandising and 
franchising. It is a market that 
many fed British producers are 
foolish to ignore. As Bentley says: 
“The economics are in place; now 
we are just waiting for the right 
movies.” 


CLASSICAL MUSIC: John Allison meets an extraordinary pair of percussionists on the way to their Wigmore Hall debut Plus opera and concert reviews 


Denmark’s breathless dynamic duo N 

mJ Opera 


T he Safii Duo defies easy 
definition. Just as it is 
difficult to tdl from 
their seamlessly integrated 
: performances where one play- 
ier ends and the other takes 
; over, it is hard to know exactly 
'when their double-act began. 
Officially, it was with the 
launch of the Marten Friis- 
Uffe Savery fcrcmsion Duo 
■almost ten years ago. but the 
young Danes had been 
playing music together since 
childhood- And rheir more 
Streamlined, composite name 
reflects dw musical telepathy 
they have developed in their 
■arid to law twenties. 

“Yes. the name fits well, we 
are like a tandem." says 
Savery. “That’S right." agrees 
•Friis. “We're like twins." 

. Conversation with the Safris 
’reveals the human phenome- 
!non behind a musical phe¬ 
nomenon. The talk is almost 
■uontinuDus. with one picking 
up where the other leaves off, 
cadi supplying the missing 
words that the other cannot 
muster in English. Savery 
appears to be the driving force, 
but when the more spontane¬ 
ous Friis warms to the discus¬ 
sion he injects a now of dead¬ 
pan Danish humour, 
r^o amount of rehearsal can 
ggpbon the chemistry of their 
poforroanccs. Whether on a 
pair of marimbas or spread 
ova- a dozen or more percus¬ 
sion instruments, they play as 
one. There is a virtuosity about 
ihej r act that takes the breath 
away, but even more exciting 
is the sheer rausicality that 
sjjows how far percussion has 
come as a medium. In their 
arrangements for two marim¬ 
bas of Bach, the parrs inter¬ 
weaving with absolute dariry, 
and Chopin, full of subtle 
inflection, the Safris play in a 
way that few keyboard players 
ran match, ami with a cod 
fluidity’ that is beguiling. 


Though their battery of 
equipment is vast — they tour 
with kit weighing an impracti¬ 
cal 1.8 tons — their art is not 
about the instruments them¬ 
selves. At least, not any more. 
“We were a couple of show¬ 
men." admits Friis. "It was 
worse in the beginning. Bui 
when we developed as human 
beings and started families, 
we began to think differently." 
Their performances remain 
hugely impressive, not least 




whole sound when he is 
playing from memory. 

The road to international 
success and their current UK 
tour, which culminates next 
Tuesday at the Wigmore Hall, 
has been a long one: Savery 
and Friis met in 1977 when 
they joined the Tivoli Gardens 
Boys’ Guard, an old Copenha¬ 
gen institution. U was an 
excellent musical education. 


In tandem: Morten Friis and Uffe Savery beat up a storm 


says Savery- "You learn sight 
reading and the rudiments of 
music without knowing it." 

Both eventually went an to 
the Royal Danish Conserva¬ 
tory of Music, the next stage in 


this peculiarly. Danish odys¬ 
sey. Indeed, one is tempted to 
conclude that the Safris could 
only have come out of Den¬ 
mark. because of the pioneer¬ 
ing work done there by Bent 


The boys are back in town 


FOR their visit to St John’s, 
Smith Square, the Vienna 
Boys’Choir presented a Schu- 
bert-Abend In honour of that 
composer's anniversary. 
Schubert was a member of the 
choir, which is about to cele¬ 
brate its quincentennial — it 
was founded m 1498 fay 
Maximilian 1 — and the 
singing tradition has been 
more or less unbroken. This 
may account for the distinc¬ 
tive sound of the choir — 
sweeter than King's College. 
Cambridge, more fragile than 
Westminster Cathedral, but 
purer than the EscoUuifat of 
Montserrat — which at hs 
best is quite heavenly. 

The boys were at their best 
in the two Psalm-settings that 
opened the programme. 


H i 





Psalm 23 with rippling piano 
acoompamment. and the 
much more rarely heard 
Psalm 92, which Schubert set 
in Hebrew for his friend 
Salomon Suizw, cantor of the 
Jewish synagogue newly es¬ 
tablished in Vienna in 1826. 
The first they sang from 
memory, in dreamy manner, 
wfafle the second, for which 
they were joined fry Ore male 
voices of the Academy of 
London Chamber Choir and 
the soloist John Hancom. was 
appropriately ardent in Schu¬ 


bert’s atmospheric evocation 
of the synagogue. 

The blend of salon elegance 
and reverence in the setting of 
the Mass No 2 in G, and in 
that of the Tantum ergo in E 
flat which opened the second 
half of the concert always 
makes me fed slightly on-. 
easy, but would undoubtedly 
have been expected by the 
Viennese churchgoer of-the 
day. The creamy sound of tire 
bays at masse and of the 
unnamed, treble soloist 
brought out the saccharine 
qualities of tire music. Never¬ 
theless. it is always good to 
hear the Vienna boys long 
may (hey continue to' with¬ 
stand sexual equality. 

Tess Knighton 


Lyfioff in establishing percus¬ 
sion studies. They admit that 
LyDoff had big ambitions for 
them as a. duo before they 
realised the possibilities them¬ 
selves. "At the conservatory we 
were both part of a percussion 
quartet,"' recalls Savery. "We 
were always agreeing on how 
it should go, bur never with the 
others.. Tbafs; why it was 
natural for us to form a duo. 
We are surprised ft doesn’t 
exist anywhere else.” 

Perhaps that is because a 
repertory didn't exist until the 
Safris created one. It is stilt not 
vast, but more than enough to 
fill the handful of CDs they 
have made for Chandos. They 
commission widely, yet have 
also broadened their musical 
experience by arranging 
works from Bach to RaveL 
“Many .tilings that would be 
passible to play we don't — we 
have to respect the composer. 
If it doesn't make musical 
sense, or the original sounds 
better, we don’t do it” 

When it comes to new pieces 1 
there are no such limitations, 
wily physical hurdles. One of 
the Safri Duo’s most impor¬ 
tant coUaborations has been 
with their compatriot Per 
Nprgard, who in Well-Tem¬ 
pered Percussionists, an ex¬ 
periment with the hidden 
complexities of Bach’s 
rhythms, gave the players a 
challengers relish. Arid Friis 
recalls thar coe of their most 
spectacular commissions. Jar - 
cob ter Vddhuis’s Goldntsh, 
was the result of telling the 
composer: "Do what you 
want. Well find a way of 
making it posable." ■ • ■ ’ 
“Basadlysays: Savoy,: 
“the word impossible doesn't 
exist mour. vocabulary." 

• The Safri Dad an at the Ulster 
Hall Belfast on Friday (01232 
668798), Civic HalL Guildford Dec ; 
8 (0M83 444555}, and the Wigmore 
Hall Dec 9 (017/-935 2W). 


N ote the name of Soma 
Ganassi. On her de¬ 
but with the Royal 
Opera in exile die made it 
dear that she is set to join the 
already well-fined ranks of top 
young mezzos. Her voice has a 
rock-solid lower register and 
plenty of sheen above. She has 
the looks and vitality of the 
young Monica Vitti and acts 
tike a true child of the theatre: 

Her Rosina is a feisty crea¬ 
ture and it is a wonder that 
DrBartolo managed to keep 
her lacked up indoors so long. 
The Act n lesson scene went 
even better, with Ganassi 
showing wit to supplement 
mere vocal prowess. It must 
have been something of a 
culture shock to come direct 
from a series of Rosinas at ■ 
New York's Met to the theatre- 
of-anarchy Barbiere ax the 
Shaftesbury. But she slips 
nimbly into Nigd Lowery'S 
production without turning a 
root of her well-coiffed hair. 

Lowery's assault an Rossini 
was kwed by same on the first ' 
night and loathed by others. It 
certainty' works well enough 
with singers ready to spark off 


Method 
in the 
mania 






one another, as this second 
cast does. Lowery operates an 
the old music-hall principle of 
always having another joke 
ready on the runway in case 
the first one fails to take off. He 
is his own designer so most of 
tire gags are visual and de¬ 
mand fanny performers. 

Peter Rose's Basilio precise¬ 
ly fits this bffl. With fine 
booming bass he substitutes a 
rotund and corrupt" maitre d* 
from an upmarket restaurant 
for the usual seedy music 
master. William Dazeley in 


the title role overdid Largo al 
factotum, sung lull blast while 
getting into hzs trousers. He 
then settled down, to the quick¬ 
witted and resourceful perfor¬ 
mance cme expects from him. 

Bfuce Ford, singing his 
hundredth Aimaviva, took 
time to settle into the mayhem 
ami was not helped by having 
to guy his Act I canzone. By 
Act H he was part of the team 
and back to form. Eric Gar¬ 
rett's Bartolo is too amiable an 
old body and the role needs 
more than mere veteran star 
fas. The juggler brought in to 
illustrate the storm sequence 
could also be pensioned off. 

A pity too thar Bruno 
Campanula was not there to 
conduct Antonefla Alie- 
m andi’ s handling of the or¬ 
chestra was dangerously 
lacking in. fizz. Even so the 
Shaftesbury'S staff should not 
subject him to noisy punters 
taking their seats during the 
-overture. Make them wart 
outside, especially as. Act I ^ 
90 muintesi -They; mighi be' 
punctual nod time. 

JOHN’hlGGINS 
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LONDON 

CHICKS WITH FUCKS - Jadae 
Ctane’s rmpreasivo (and douotfess 
camp! muscat tnoute 10 the coco 
«as rt Bie 1970s Her impersonate" o» 
Karen Carpenter <s sad in be Oawtess 
King's Head. Upper Sireer Ni lOIJi. 
2S619161 OpoTstartgM.8pm.Tbor! 
Tue-Thur, 3pm. Fn and S*. 7pm and 
9pm. Sun. 3 30pm UrtiJanuay 4 <£ 

THE SPANISH TRAGEDY. Thomas 

Kyd's cetebraafl but seWom seen 
revenge tragedy, the nspirauai for 
Shakespeare's Harmed Subhan 
Redmond and Peter WhgM m Michael 
Boyd's praised production tram 
Stratford 

PH. Barbcan Centre. S4H St ECS 
f0171374 08tei Opens lorogtt. 7pm In 

repertoire 

PftOKOFEV FESTIVAL: Fa the final 
cental m Hits senes Gennadi 
Rozhdestvensky conducts the London 
PMhamwmc Orchestra and setose 
horn tire Kaov Opera Company n a 
selection ol worV£ by Prokofla.- On the 
programme ore Rve Poems. Op 33 
Vtoftn Concerto Ha 2. and a concert 
par to rmanceot the opera Magdalena 
WhhVaden Repta vnfen 
Festival HoO.Soutn Bank. SEJ i0t7t- 
960 4242) Tonight. 7 MJpm Q 
VOICES AT THE WKSIIOR& Two 
csioetei* young s«gers can be heard n 

two separate programmes here tortgUL 
Al 8pm the wmner ol this year 3 Ueoer 
Prize. Caidrtt Singer at me Word. 

bartfone Ctnsiopner Maltman 
ataMmparuedonlhepMn oijyMac ciim 

Martmeau. perfoms a p rogram me o: 
prod orrvnandy Raich rumarux; song 3 
by Faute. Debussy and Ravel At Bern 
the aedavned tenor lar. Bostmga 
oflere an iVjstrian counterpat m a 
pertormaw ol Schubert s song cycle 
Hfruenase Julius Drake accompanies 
on the pern 

Wigmore Hon IVwrre Swel. Wi 
»! 71-935 2141). ‘ 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dafly gUda to arts 

and entertainment 

compHsd by Uartt Hargie 


ELSEWHERE 

BR1QHT0N: A wofltjit aqp here fcr 
bw etcoCeru Best* Trites. on lour woh 
Angels and Damans. ihBQie of Adam 
and rts tint wtte LMv Rebecca Wrimen 

diecs Scnon Tborp and Bnma Cater 
.n 3 prertacton «tfh mralc m a style 
wftere Jewish Ktezmer naacte jazz 
Pavfflon. 29 Mew Road {01273 
7097091 Tongta and tom orro w. Bpm ® 
HORSHAM: The sxquUto fcotwok at 
tf *2 Richard Alston Draw* Company 
can k edmred tor a Bnai two 



Prokofiev is celebrated 
on the South B ank 


performances as In company's 
autism tout comes to art end here with 
three woks, eacn inspired by 4 Fimch 

ortet 

Her alum Arts Centra. North street 
(01403 268689} Tonight ana tomorrow, 
spm. 

LIVERPOOL: Joseph Samson 
conducts ihe Royal Liverpool 
Ptinharmonto Orchestra manafl- 

Nortfcc programme kicking ofl wan 
Gneg'c popular Hofcog Suflo foBowad 
byiniottabyStatitiammarand Siha gi r. . 
wah Malcolm Stewart vta&i 
PMIhmanh: KeB. Hope Street (0151- 
700 3709) ToregH. 7.30pm. 

POOLE: The Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra imrter DtrCn 
KHaento performs a progr a mme with a 
strong poGneat flaw, cooping 
abebjs'setfrmg patriotic work 
FMantSa mntti ShostakoviOi'e Symphony 
No 5, subftfted "a Soviet ansfs 
pracboal reply to adeem" Also 
featured reBranms's tyncal Double 
Cmoenowsh Jo na t ha n Carney, vnfin. 
and Timothy Walden, cefio 
Wessex Hafl. Poote Arts Centre. 
Kingiana Road (01308685222) TcwghL 
730pm Q 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Barbican: Don McCittr Sfeeprig vrflh 
Ghosts (0171-638 8S911 British 

Museum: Cartier 1900-1330 (0171-323 
8525) . Melh Royal Institute ol CM 
Ranters (0171-930 6844). 

Nations! Hogarth's Marriage A4a-Moda 
{0171-7472885} . . National 
PorMf Sr Henry RaetxnW 1756-1823) 
(0171-3060056) ... Royal Academy. 
Vrdonan Fary Rawing <0171-439 7438) 
Serpentine: Ffesa Manzoni (0177- 
4026075) . . Tale: The Age d 
Rossetti, Bume-Jones and Watts 
(0171-887 8000) V&A. Cart and 

Karti Lassorc Cmatos at the Swedish 
Style (0171-938 834g,-£W4l) ... 
Whitec h apel: Lines ham Brart 


□ ALL IN THE WRONG PadSteUev 
recreates the role ol Sir John Restteos in 
Arthur Muphy'c exccBent ISfroanluiy 
romp One at the, theatre s tiapowret 
latecovenea returo again lor ihe 
Owretmai season See revrew. ngh! 
Orange Tree. Clarero* Snea. 
Richmond (0181-940 3633) Mon-Sat. 

7 45pm. mats Thur iJan 8 .15). 2 30pm 
and Sal 4pm 4ddrtional mas Dec 19. 
31. Jan 2.4pm Until Jenuan 31 B 

□ ART- Ron Cook. Nqet Havers and 
Malcolm Slony m this exceptionally 
mere-aing drama about tnondshp 
unspoken rosemmem and an atmos; at- 
ntWc patfbng. 

Wyndham's. Chamg Cross Road. 

WC2 (0171-389 1736) Tue-Sai.Spm 
mats Wed 3pm. Sa; and Sal 5pm 

B THE CHAIRS Richard Briers and 
Geraldine McEwan ploy the anoent 
couple waitng lorthar important 
guesrs in Ionesco's celebnteo "aagic 
tarce" Simon McSumey diects lor 
Compfoate. 

Royal Court Downstaba (Duke cC 
Tork's). St Martin s Lme. WC2 (0)71- 
5655000) Mon-Sal, 7 30pm- m*SaL 

3 30pm. B 

□ CHICAGO Reused version ol the 
celebrated KanderS Ebb muacal 
drected by Walter Bobbie A multi-Tory 
Miner on Broadway last year Starring 
Ruthie Henshal Ute Lender. Henry 
Goorttun and Nigel Planer 
AiMphi. Strand. WCl’ (0171 344 
0056] Mon-Sat. Bpm: man Wed and 
Sal 2 30pm S 

B CYRANO DE BERGERAC'The 

sell-out RSC production from Stratford 
mth Antony Sher as Ra&tand a tragic 
romantic hero, n London tor a hroted 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kings to n** aueasmant 
of theatre atowtng In London 
■ House fuB. relume only 
H Some sflvti weflaUe 
□ Seeta at all prices 


season Gregory Doran deeds 
Lyric. Shaftesbury Aire. WI (Qi 71 -404 
HS4> Mon-Sal 7.30pm. matt wfed and 
Sal 2 pm 

B A DELICATE BALANCE: Eleen 
Auns ha-jtfmgfy chdaig in wMcane 
revival o! Abes's play about rnamage. 
parerchood and neighboirt ness. 
Magg-e Smth plays the dnrek cistor. 
Arshcny Page Greets. 

Theatre Royal Haymafcei SW1 
(0171-9608800) MovSat, Bpm: mats 
Vied and Sat. 3pm Q 

E A GRAND NK3HT OUT: W^tace 
and Grorm take to the stage tor 
Crtnsfcras pursued to London by the 
Penguin, escaped horn gad and bent 
on reverse. Nek Path's c ha r a c te rs put 
Cxough their paces by the Thundertada 
FAS team. 

Peacock Theatre. Portugal Street, oil 
Kingsway. WC3 (0171-494 5Q90) Mon- 
Sa: 7 30pm mat SaL 3pm. From Dec 
19 mats abnost daily. 

□ LEONCE AM> LENA: Christopher 
Series and Sarah Belcher day mo royal 
lover; si ihe least lamilar of Buchner’s 
irveeplays David Fan dsects Lee Hairs 
net verson dare as a musical See 
review or Cxs page 


Gala Theatre, PnnceAtoen Pt*. II 
PembrUgeRoattWll (0171-22907081 
Mon-Sal 7 30pm. Unti Dec 20 

B SCISSOR HAPPY. Comedy 
HtrocArmit where ihe audence can play 
detectnre Adapted by Ned MuBarKey. 
Lee Simpson and -fcn Sweeney trom the 
US tong-fumer Shear Madness 
Ducbaas. CaSteme Stred WC2 
(0171-494 5075) Man-Fn.tipm-.S4L 
5.3tym and 8.30pm: mat Wed. 

23^m. 

□ THE SLOW DRAG Jazz muctcal by 
Carson Kreazer, loosely based on the 
stow a* BSy Tipton, a woman who 
passed as a man w find worfc as a jazz 
muacien Uza Sadovy tana Kan 
CnsweB and Christopher Cofcjuw? 
from Lisa Fonei's Freedom Cate 
production aariier tfxs yea 1 
WhBahaR Tlwatm. Whitehall, $W1 

(0171-369 1735) Mon-TTrer. 9prrc Fri 
and Sal 7pm and 930pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

B Cats. New London 0171 -tQS 0072) 

. □ The Complete Worke of 
WBtiem Shaimepeare (Abridgaiq- 
Crtenon (0171 -369 1737) 

□ GtMav Carebndge (0171-494 
SCSOj □ H artte GuerrePnnce 
Edward (0171 -447 5400) .. SHa 
Stegon: Orery Lane (0171-494 5400) 

□ Tha Mousetrap: St Martin's 

(0171-8361443) B Otiwert: 
Paftaduro (0171-494 5020) 

□ Srodrey Joe’s Cate: Pnnce ol Wales 
(0171-8395867] □Startight 
ExpresaApotoVcona (0171-416 
6054) 

Tictei ntcrmation suppted by Society 
of London Theatre. 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ ALIEN RESURRECTION ['Si 
Sigourney Weaver's Ripley rerurns :o 
combat more a&erts in a |aumy sequel 
tfial uitonatety gets out t4 hand Wfith 
Winona Ryder Director. Jean-Pierre 
Jevreal 

ABC Bricer Street (0171 935 97T2) 
Greenwich (0181-235 30051 OdeonK 
Camden Town 10181 31542551 
Kemtegton (0181-315 421-1) Swims 
Callage (0181 -315 42201 West Bui 
(D1B1-315 4221; UC1 WhtMoys£ 
(0990888990) 

♦ 8 HEADS IN A DUFFEL BAG (151 
Mobsler Joe Peso loses a bag ot 
severed heads. So-so biach comedy, 
with Krtsty Swanson and David Spa de . 
Dtrecior. Tom Schulman 

Werner S (0171-437 43431 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
ID me In London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


KEEP THE ASPIDISTRA FLYING 
(12): The struggles ol Richard E. Grant s 
aspmrtq poeL 5ma9 pteastwes only m a 
vBsnn otOrweT' 1&30srujvel WMh 
Helena Bonham Carter Dnecioi. 

Robert Brennar. 

Ctapham PH (0171-498 3323) Cwatn 
Mayfate (0171-3691720) Odoon Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) 

THE MYTH OF FWGERPRBflS (15) 
Drama about a dysfunctional family, with 
good scenes and e good cast but a 
hollow centre Ban Freurxfch dheas 
Roy Schetde. Blythe Darmer, JuHame 
Moore 

ABCs: Baker Steeat (0171-S35 9772) 
Tottenham a Rd (0171436 61481 
ONE NIGHT STAND (18) Absortwig 
study n nfldehy and its altermatfi 
Encrfert pertarrnancea trom Wesley 


Snares Nas:ass;aKjnsky. Robert 
Do-.vreyA ar.J Kyto MacLacMan 
Wrtt'-dJOCKr. Mike Fig^s 
Barbican S >0171-638 6891) 

CiaphMO Pichaa House (0171-198 
33231 GateS (0171-727 4043) Odeon 
Camden Town <0181-315 4255) Plaza 
IS (0S9Q 888990) Richmond (0181- 
332 0030) Ua White lays Bj.0990 
988990) VbgbiTrocaiterolS (0181- 
970 6015) WamerB (0171-437 43431 
THE TANGO LESSON (PG) A film 
direcior teams io tango Brave and 
ennong film by Sie drector ot Ortanda 
Salty Parer, who co-stan with Pablo 
Veron 

Chateea 10171-351 3742) Odeon 
MananineS 10181-315 4215) Renoir 
(0171-83784I3G) 

UNDER THE SUN (18)- Powerlul 
edgy British first feature exetomg tha 
shockwaves at grtef With Samantha 
Morton Dreaor. Caitee Adler. 

Metro (0171-137 0757) Ritzy 10171 
737 2121) Soeen/Bakar Street (0171- 
935 2772) 

CURRENT 

♦ CHASING AMY (18): Com*: boo* 
artw finds hkiBolMn kwe wttti a iesben. 
Appeakng new fikn tram Clerks drector 


Kevin Smeh, wnh Ben Aflteck and Joey 
Lauren Mams. 

Cfaphwn Picturo Hoosa (0171-198 
3323) Curzon Phoanbc (0171-3691721) 
Metro (0171-4370757) Odeanc 
Camden Town 10181-315 4255) Swiss 
Cottage (0181-315 423» Rftzy (0171- 
737 2121) ScraafWBafear Sheet (0171- 
9352772) 

LAWN DOGS (IS)- Two outsdws form 
a dangerous toendslap re Kentucky, 
finajtfrtalrra drama, «nth strong 
pettarmances by ysung Mischa Baron 
and Sam Rockwell 
ABC Todeoham Cocrt Road (Cn?1- 
6360148) Ctapham Ptctme House 
(0171-498 3323) Cuoon West End 
(0171-209 1723 

♦ SEVBI YEARS M TIKT (PG) 

Brad Ptf: finds enfighrenmert m 1940s 
Tibet but vriial about us? Hands o me 
but muddied drama, wah Dawd The«8& 

Empfce 6(0990888990) G) Otiaons: 

Camden Team (0181-315 4255) 
Kensington (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arab (0181-315 4216) Series Cottage 
(0181-315 422^ Ua WUtafeys Q 
(0990f 


♦ WBJCOUE TO SARAJEVO D5): 
SuiingBnBshaccouitol reporters 
covering the avl war ri 1992. based an 
Michael Nchoteons aipertanca s . WMh 
Stephen DUane. 

ABC Tottenham CtRd (0171-636 
6148) Barbican (0171-6388891) 
Ctapham P H (0171-498 3323) 
Gr e e n w ich (0181-235 3005) Odeon 
Kensington (0181-3154214) Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) ua Whltataye (0990 
888990) Virgin Hnymarfcet (0171-839 
1527) Werom (0171-437 4343) 


Patchy outing for 
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Farce fit 
for ripe 
old age 


I magine a mix of Hamlet. 
Holden Caulfield and 
Eeyore. and you have the 
peculiarly irritating per¬ 
sonality of the hero of 
Buchner's least-known play. 
Prince Leonce is the sort of 
chap who is always saying 
things like "My life is an 
endless piece of parchment 
which l must fill" or. while 
trying and failing to hang 
himself. “Oh sweet night, ban¬ 
ish me to your black bosom". 
And when he meets a really 
pretty girl, what is his greet¬ 
ing? "Our life is but a slow 
creeping fever." that's what 
Buchner wrote Damon's 
Death in 1835, when he was 21, 
and was reworking Woyzeck 
when he died two years later. 

Both are amazingly mature, 
confident serious works. But 
Leonce and Lena, which he 
composed between them, has 
long worried the critics. Some¬ 
times it seems, well, silty. Of¬ 
ten it comes across as the play 
of a young man still finding 
his voice and his feet It is a 
satire, yes; but what and 
whom is Buchner satirising? 

In part, that is easy to 
answer. His target is Leonce’s 
bleating father and the rest of 
the decrepit crew that run the 
kingdom of Popo or, in Lee 
Hall's spirited and sometimes 
raunchy translation. Bottom. 
At the Gate the king is played 
by Janet Henfrey with a peril¬ 
ously loose moustache and his 
court by performers looking 
like crosses between Neville 
Chamberlain and Tweedle¬ 
dum. Leonce *s scorn for them 
is also Buchner’s — and that of 
many young radicals living in 
the long, twisted shadow of the 
French Revolution. 

It is Leonce who is die 
problem. One moment he is 
the principled rebel, throwing 
off sloth and convention in 
hopes of forging a brave new 
identity for himself, and tire 
next he is lost in morbid late- 
adolescent reverie. Is he a 
sympathetic expression of 
Buchner's own ennui, or a 
parody of Romantic self-ab- 



Janet Henfrey as the king. Sarah Theresa Belcher as Lena in tbe Gale’s Buchner 


sorption, or both? That we are 
never sure might not matter. 
Indeed, it might presage an 
interestingly contradictory 
play. Sadly, that is not the 
effect left by the revival that 
brings the Gate's Buchner 
season to a dose. 

The challenge is to find the 
right tone for a piece that is not 
only a crudish spoof of tradi¬ 
tionalism but a moral fairy- 
tide. Leonce runs from his 
arranged marriage to Lena, 
Princess Piddle, at the same 
moment that she is running 


from him. Inevitably, they 
meet and fail in love. Intrigued 
and charmed by his unortho¬ 
dox courtship ryoii aiquisite. 
corpse!"), she ends up marry¬ 
ing him — although whether 
this is good news for the much- 
abused people of Bottom is 
highly uncertain. 

I doubt if any director could 
combine these unwieldy ingre¬ 
dients into a witty, telling 
whole. David Farr, having 
lumbered himself with a tpy- 
theatre style and an inconsis¬ 
tent cast, does not do so. 


Christopher Staines is an at¬ 
tractive and sometimes amus¬ 
ing Leonce; Sarah Theresa 
Belcher makes an appealing 
Lena; but some others are 
living way beyond their means 
as comic performers. 

Even with the insertion of 
the odd enjoyable song, it is all 
too ramshackle and shambolic 
to convince anybody that 
Buchner wrote more than two 
memorable plays 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Twisted tragedy in the desert 


F riday nights in Texas don’t come 
much more inbred and redneck than 
sucking Lone Star beer from a crate 
of battles outside Ray’s garage. Here, on a 
beaten-up car seat ripped out of some 
wreck, older brother Rcry holds court, his 
gut easing over his new jeans, his Vietnam 
military tag hanging around his neck like a 
gold chain. • 

“War made me mean.’* slurs Roy, fixing 
Ray with a manic, Dennis Hopper-like 
stare before throwing himself on the 
ground to show Ray his old jungle man¬ 
oeuvres. He looks ridiculous. Ray humours 
his brother, even though he has witnessed 
die scenario a million times. That's as 
cheeky as Ray is allowed to get Roy is the 
local hicksvQle hero, and besides, he has the 
1959 pink T-bird convertible to prove it 
Tbe fascination of James McLure"s short 



three-hander is how it wrestles us down to 
the level of its unlovely male characters. 
With drunken cowboy talk and fat emotion¬ 
al country and western pauses, the cast — 
all prominent members of The Bill — 
generate that uneasy, banal atmosphere of 
potential violence and stale comradeship. 
Mark WingetTS accent may skate from 
Texas to SE17, but he puts in atompefiingly 
repulsive performance as Roy, neatly 
counterpain ted by Huw Higginson's slow- 
witted Ray who, despite the hero worship, 
cannot erase the suspicion that his brother 
is all blast and no balls. Tom Butcher's 
Getis, Ray’s friend and a shopkeeper. 


provides fight relief and another target for 
Roy. until we learn that he has wrapped 
Roy’s convertible around the only standing 
tree in a hundred square miles. Getis too 
wanted to be a hero but has ended up as an 
anally retentive Baptist 
McLure poses no deep questions, nor 
docs he contrive to give any deep answers. 
What you gradually realise about the sur¬ 
face tension of his play is the eloquent vac¬ 
uum behind it. This small desert tragedy is 
sweetly twisted around the fact fort his 
hero is a walking, talking, howling cliche 
because thatisThe wily way Roy can deal 
with life. Maybe Vietnam; did this to him. 
Maybe his parents did. All that we can be 
certain of is that Roy's life is as hollow as 
the ten-gallon hat on his two-pint head. 

James Christopher 


THOUGH written in 17&1, 
this may not be the earliest 
English faree. But it manages 

to be the erne erf irscra that afil 
works today, without the 
deadly addition of chases and 
syncopated servants that some 
directors haw introduced in 
an attempt to animate I&h- 
centuiy dodos. 

The piece was revived jo 
open the present Orange Tree 
six years ago. when tbe cast 
were dressed in period cos¬ 
tume and cherubs hung in the 
air. This rime we seem lobe in 
the 1960s, an era tfaai suits the 
multiple misunderstandings 
unexpectedly welL I don’t re¬ 
member seeing sedan chairs 
whizz through Hyde Park in 
those days bat it wouldn't 
have surprised, me if freakier 
members of the upper classes 
had brought them out from 



their stables for an airing. 

Sir John Restless conceals 
young Belinda Blandfbrd in¬ 
side a chair, quite innocently, 
bui then it is the nark of farce 
that crises are generated from 
the most amiable of motives. 

Arthur Murphy, author of 
this work, knew the rules. A 
number of early misinterpre¬ 
tations ripple out from the two 
couples at foe centre of the 
story to involve friends, 
fathers and fi ance e s until, as 
one of them says, “we are all in 
foe wrong". 

Two stories intertwine. Sir 
John and his wife Laity Rest¬ 
less suspect one another erf 
infidelity and fix-upon acci¬ 
dents that seem evidence for 
their suspicions. Belinda's lov¬ 
er Beverley (Steven Elder), 
ludicrously lacking iir confi¬ 
dence that he can genuinely be 
loved, gives his Belinda a 
portrait in injniature that she 
drops when fainting, quite 
innocently, in Sir John’s arms. 

Inevitably, this event is ob¬ 
served. by Fiona Ramsay's 
Lady Restless, who later gives 
a marvellously abrupt and 
unexpected imitation of the 
fainting fit. 

The portrait passes from 
hand to hand, generating 
more misunderstanding: lov¬ 
ers make up and break up. 
The best scenes are those 
when two people talk ar cross 
purposes, .where Murphy 
manages, to sustain a conver- 
saiiDrf—*for some’- time. 
Ayckbourn-fashion, without 
allowing a character to make 
dear the prono un s that are 
causing the trouble. 

Elder's expression, when 
bewildered, looks like an evis¬ 
cerated potato bur the charac¬ 
ter eventually shows there is 
some meat to him. Joanne 
Mitchell makes Belinda's 1760 
dialogue convincingly I960, 
pointing the character's 
amused view of her 1 overt 
absurdity. Paul Shelley's Sir 
John, paring, striding and 
unconvinced by truth, ener¬ 
gises the action and, though 
there are slow areas in foe 
play, when foe fun comes it fe 
furiously funny. 

Jeremy Kingston 


OPERA & BALLET 


THEATRES 


COUSEUM 0171632 8300 (24M 
Grps (10f) 0800 614 903 
ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET 
Darii Deare's Nm Roduawi 

THE NUTCRACKER 

MorfSa 730pm, Wed & Sri 

Mai 230pm Dos From £7 50 

ALBERT 38917301344 4444 
LONDON'S NEW SMASH HIT 

STEPPING OOT 

THE NEW MUSICAL 

IRRE9ST18LE 

Tapping a nttfiVOTDl joy Tmes 
’Yu/Ibadndnganab'OMai 
Eves 8pm Mris Ttt* 3pm Sri 4pm 

COLISEUM 01716328300 (Z4lT) 
BIGUSH NATIONAL OPH1A 
Torn 7 30 (LAST PERF) FALSTAFF 
Tamo 7 JO THE MAGIC FLUTE 

ALDY/YCH0171416600*/ 

420 0000 (24htsAio toe) 

THE BOYS 

IN THE BAND 

by MART CROWLEY 
“FAST & FUNNY" E Standard 
Eves 8nn, Mats T)w 4 Sri 3nm 

THE ROYAL OPERA 

Bar Office 0171 304 4000 
at the Shaftesbury Theatre 

Bw Office 01713795399. 
Tttdsrisoavatottelrom 
ndtrimaster on0l7l 957 4020 
Tori Tamer. Fn. Sri 730 

0. BARBIERE 04 SIVIGUA 

H left me breathless 
wtth laughter” Tinas 

ALDWYCH 01714166003 
cc 344 4444 

‘Dame Jodi Dench Is triumphant 
h Dodd Hare's masterpiece' 

0 Mai 

AMY’S VIEW 

Drectsd by RICHARD EYRE 
PravaSJan Ooens 14 Jan 

COMEDY 

LONDON ARENA DOCKLANDS 

01715381212 cc 
(24Hre| 4201212/3*14444 

EDDIE IZZARD 

UVE &0N SCREEN 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 
DecoTrierSI 

APOLLO 30* cc 0171 4945070 

CC 0171344 4444 (big tee) 

Grps Oin 494 5454 

BEN ELTDITS 

POPCORN 

“aectrtdtyingjiloodcwdfbig 
cwnedy_J reccomend II arftfi 
roflstr" Jrin Petes SuiTrnsg 
"The West Bid basic and its 
resident Playwright" IDS 
Mon-Sri aOOpm 

Mate Wed 3D0pm Sa 4 ooom 

THEATRES 

ADELPHI 

cc 24hra (£1 trig tee) 344 0055 
'A show to die for' Telegraph 
‘Dripping wftii styte* E^rass 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUTWE UTE 

HB1SHALL LBIPER 

HBmY GOODMAN 

NIGEL PLANER 

McrvSri 6. Wad & Sri Mas 330 

APOLLO LABATTSHammenmrii 
0171 4166022 GC01714200000 

344 4444 (bkg tee) 

LAST CHANCE TO SEE 

RIVERDANCE 

THiS CENTURY 

LAST 6 Wm\3. MUST 90 10 JAN 
MorvSriB SriUate230 

OAF s/Studeot standby 
ElSafloerto 


1 To advertise in The Times theatre 1 
H listings please call our 1 

P entertainments team on fl 

1 0171 6806222 1 

1 orfax01714819313. | 



APOLLO VICTORIA CC 0171416 
fl056cc24f¥S 0171344 44440171 
420 0000 Grp*. 416 6075M133321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Wife knudta nre 19.45 daty 
TuaSSaiaw Tenets torn £1250 


CAMBRIDGE 494 508W416 6060 
344 4444/420 0003 (+ big tee) 
Qo^js 494 5464 
416 B375/413 3321/438 5588 

GREASE 

NOW WITS 
CTH FANTASTIC YEAH 
LUKE GOSS as Danny unffl 24 
Jan; IAN KELSEY From 28 Jan 
“A Monster HIT DJfflnw 
MmSat 7 Sfcni. Wed & &* mtf 3pm 
BOOKMG TOTt£ MlLLEMfiUU 


COMHTY THEATRE 3691731 
CC 0171344 4444 
'EDWARD FOX'S UacmBan a 
tow dte tonw* ESW 
'CLARE »GGU4S«na8anr FT 

hHughWWiamore's 
A LETTER OF 
RESIGNATION 

’One of tha most Iterate and 
powerful plays In the West End.' 

Time Out 

MorvSat Evgs 7 45 
Mats Wed 300. aa4iM 


CRITERION 3691737044 4444 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 
Al 37 Ploys n 87 IteMss 
“HBarioue" liras 
"Go NawT Sirctey T(DB9 
Mas Thu at 3, Saia5 

Sun at 4. Ems at 8pm 
TH= COMPLETE M5TORY OF 
AMStiCA (abridged) 

Tuesday al 8pm 

Naif BooMng to Easter 98 


DOMINION 01716561B85Q990 
2030209990 20402OT171 4200000 
(U-g lee) Grps 0171416 G088D171 
3121897/0800614903 
DISNEY'S 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

THE HEW HIT MUSICAL 
"AN ENCHANTWG EYENING- 

GBMNELY GLORKXIST DLToI 

"AFEKSTOFGOOO FUT DMal 

New <**op RateeWcer booking. 

Mon-Sal 720 Wed&SNMas22a 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc (Bq lee) 24ti 7 ctys 017144 
5000/344 4444M20 0000 Opt 494 
5454/4133311/3128000 

HISS SAIGON 

"THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OFOUfiTlite" 

NOW IN US 

STH BREATHTAKING YEA« 
Ewi 7 45 Mats Wed 4 Sat 3cm 
Good seats avafl for Wsd Mat 
8 acme peris-apply BO. 


DUCHESS eo/CC 24 hrs 0171 494 
5075 494 5388/344 4444 (El sov 
cMrg)Grps(8+)017l 494 5454 

SCISSOR HAPPY 

"Shrieks of Laughter* STmes 
'more rod hwitegs than a Soviet 
Trawiei'The Quadon 
Mm - Fh 8pm, Sal 5 30 8 aaqpm, 
Mrts WBd 230pm. Ms horn U75Q 
Now Booking Until April *98 


FORTUNE BO&CC 0171836 
22387312 8033/494 5368 

NOWIN rrs 9til HIT YEAR 
ROBERT DAVID 

DBEGER PULLAN 

Susan HR’s 

THB WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen IMtew 
"Tha most tatting and cMBtag 
play far years" DMal 
Mon-Sri 

Mas Tues 3pm Sal 4pm 
Raw i ng ti me 2hw 


GARRICK 0171 494 5089312199V 
494 S388 (no big tee) 

0171 4945454 

Whiter ol 19 Mafor Awards 
The Royal National Theatre 
Production 
PIP MEIER 

ALISON HSKE JOHN BARDON 

-JBmasttey’s 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

"ThriBJng-Jttust be seen" DJrtafl 
“Two hom enthralling, vteuafiy 
stinting drama” □ Td 

Monfii745. Sri 58088.15 
_ Wed mat 230 


GSiGUD 494 5065 (No bkg tee) 
Bros 7.45 Mete Iter 3/Sri 4 
THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
MART*) SHAW "A Joy NY Pod 
Ka&O’ttari amor Wad 

MrtadDofcan DuktaGray 

Madeleine Potter VkaortaHaried 
OSCAR WHOPS MASTEWECE 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

“GREAT AMD GLORIOUS" STrre 


HAYUARKET 
930 8800/344 4444 (t*g tee) 

MAGGIE EILEEN 

SMITH ATKINS 

JOHN STANDING 
tl EDWARDS ALICE'S 

A DELICATE BALANCE 

«th SIAN THOMAS 
JAMES LAURB4SON 
ANNETTE CHOSBtE 

dfteted by ANTHONY PAGE 

Eves 8ptn Wed & Sri raria 3pm 


HER MAJESTY'S 24hr 494 5400 
(t*g tee) CC 344 4444/420 0000 (fee) 
taps 494 5454/413 33 11/4385588 
ANDREW LLOYD WSBER’S 
AWARD WKffiNG MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Directed by HAROLD HWCE 
NOW BKQ TO MAY 98 
Eves 7 45 Mats Wed & Sat 10Q 
Act*/to Bar Oficedaiv lot returns 


LONDON PALLADIUM BCYCC 
0171 4945020/3444444 
(El tkt sew chg) 420 0000 
Gras 0171 494 5450/4133321 
JM DALE RETURNS AS FAOM 

OLIVER! 

3RD IRREPRESSIBLE YEAR 
UONB. BARTS MASTERPIECE 
YOU CAN'T ASK FOR MORE* 
STmes 

Eves 7.30 Uris Wad 8 Sal 2.X 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 
NOW FOR WEEKDAY PEHRS 


LOfDON PALLADIUM 01714S4 
50380444444 (trig tee) <&ps 0171 
494 5*50413 3321 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

Prove 21 Apr. Opens 5 May 


LYCEUM CC01716561806 
0990500 80CM20 0000044 4444«rig 
leeJQps4lB6076 
TMRtCEft 

AIOREW LLOYD WEBBERS 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sroids shteero ndng do«m the 
qriVD Tate^eph 
Eves 7.45. Mats Wed & Sri 3' 

fro trig tee tor p e rso nal ca tered Ihe 

Lycan bcKoOoe lOamOpm). 
E15 Mite torsfiJderts aaf Mon-Thu 
as bookabfe In adrance 
Now booking to March 1998 
Some gEfcasairidoor Mon-Fri 


LYRIC 0171494 5045 (24hr & cc Bkg 
feeJ/344 4444 (Bkg tea) 
'SfoperOI 714945454 
Royat Sholsijpojo Corpaiy 
ANTONY SHErt In 

CYRANO 

DEBERGERAC '. 

A supert) Sir performance trom 
Many Star'S-Tlmee 
Evesri 7.30pm 
MriaYfad&SririllMpri 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
928 2252 Grps 0171 620 0741: 
24tr cc trig toe-0171 420 0000 
LYTTELTON Toni 730. Tamar 
2.15 & 7 30 CWPS WITH 
EVERYTHING by Arnold Wesker 
COTTESLOE Today 230 & 720 
MUTABILITE a new pby by Fra* 
McGrimass. Tamar . 7.00 

OTHELLO by 


NEW L0M30N Dnzy Late WC2 BO 
0171 405 0072 CC 0171 4044079 
24tt 0171 344 4444/420 0000 
Ops 01714133311/4365588 
TTEWCB€W LLOYD WEBBER/ 
T-S.HJOTHTBWMWL 
AWHHW8MG1U9CAL 

CA1S 

Eves 7 45 Mats Tue&Sri 300 
Bars open ri 6.45 

LIMITED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAfl-Y FROM BOX OFFICE. 


OLD VIC 0171 928 7616 
MtfK 420 0000 (no trig tee) 
THE PETS) HALL COMPANY 
Last 2 Parte THE PROVOK'D 
WWEbySb’JohnVteabragbFn 
720pm, Sri 230pm; Finri Pert 
WASTE by Hartey Granvflte 
Barter'Tamar 7.30pm: Fbwl Part 
.THE SEAGULL by Anton 
Chekhov Engfish vaaon by Tam 
Stoppard Toni 730pm, Last 2 
Peri* KMG LEAR by WDan 
S ha fce i psroa Tomor 2J0pm. Sri 
730pm 

RMALWEEK-B4DS.DECB 


OLD VIC 0171 9287616 
fits CaB 0171 420 0000 CC 344 4444 
From 12 Dec Time Out 
- Mari steteg 

SLAVA’S SN0WSH0W 

" Mngka l, uu nai rt ea d to marie 
seen the gfum Saw Into 
I tep plnai a’* Obaavar 
For23pertcrnanceaariy 
Bres 7.45pm Mata 4pm 
Perfect tor the Chrirtnaa 

• - hoWari 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 CB09 
cc 24h(s (bkg tea) 0171-344 4444 0og 
' (Be) Grps 0171413 3311 
THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

LES KSKRABLES 

NOWMITS13TH 
HECORD4REAKWGYEAR . 

■faes 720 Mate Th us Sri 2 30 , 
Latecomers not adnlted 
- isMItentareri 
LMTTEDMO OF SEATS AVAL 
□ALY FFOM BOX OFFICE 


PHOailXBCWCC 01713691733 
&44 4444/420 0000 (tee) • 

BEST MUSICAL ■ * 

OMenDramaAuanfs 
4 Pl^ta/Kar Noveto Awards- 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

—Brings the audtonce to la feet, 
and romlng Its approvaT D Mai 
Euss 7 45 Ntets TTijrs 3pm Sal 4pm 


PICCADULY 017136917340171 
344 4444/0171 420 0000 pflfire) 
ADVanURES M MOTION 
PICTURES' 

CINDERELLA ' 

WarihgkktomtiE 
intensity.. .OUTSTANDING* ESd 
MorvSat 720. Wed&Sri Mate 230 
Casing HotiraOin 434 0194 
■ SEA SON E Xr a CBT * 
•TICKETS AVAB. NOW 
FORALLPBVB* 
■MUSTBOMREB* 


PLAYHOUSE 0171S39 4401 
CC 316 4747 

"Outrageously EnfoysMe” Times' 

HRH 

A comedy by Snoo Wfcan 
AMAtdA CORM 

DONOHOE REDGRAVE 

“SUPERBLY ACTHT D.Tri 
Dreaed by SIMON CALLOW 
Ews Bpm. Mris Thu&Sa 3pm 
Must end 20 December 


PRINCE EDWARD 01714475400 
ftSl CM 420 0100 CC344 4444 
Groups <20 SCO 
LASTS MONTHS TO SEE 
BOUBUL&SCHONBERG’S 
“MUSICAL MASTBOTECE" 
feri HerTrfb 

JIARQNGUERRE 
BEST NEW MUSICAL 

LAURSICE OUVSI AWARDS 
MUST CLOSE 28 FB 
Mon-Sri 7 46 Mas Thtr&ai3fl) 


PRBtCE OFWALES 0171839967 
Brel Cel 420 0000 CC 344 4444 Grps 
42002DB bwphone 0800 814803 

• GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 

MUSICAL - 

• “Hot from Broadway. Enough 
energy to atadifty a etty.” D. Mai 

SMOKEY J0FS CAF# 

THE SONGS OF IBBSI & STOtIBI 
Mon.Thu8pm.-Fr1545 & 830. SM 
- 3pm&8pn 

NOW BOOKING TO SSTIOgB 


. To advertise 

• - in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
: Tel: 0171 6806222 • 

• ortSDC 0171 4819313 


. QU^SIS BQte 0171445040 
OC 344 4444 Grps 5808733/494 5454 

BUGSY MALfflJE 

THE MESSIEST SHOW 
IN TOWN! 

Ews 730 Mas Wad&Sri 230 

LIMITED SEASON T010 JAN 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

STRATFORD 01789 295823054! 
541 (ST RST MERCHANT OF 
VBIICE Tomor 730. SWAN- 
BARTHOLOMEW FAH Tomv 
730 TO 9 ; GOODMGHT. 
CHILDREN EVERVWHBE 
Tomor 730 . 

LONDON 017! 638 8891 Button: 

HAMLET Ton'! 7.15. Tomor 700 

Ft SPANISH TRAGEDY Tort 

7.00 Tomor 7.15 _ • 


Seder's WeSa el the Peacock 
Theetre pi71) 314 6800 

WALLA(3&(30MIT. . 

AUVE ON STAGE 

AGrandMgMOol 
UtiiilQJan730pm.Mtes3pm ' 


SAVOY BO/cc 01718358888 

CC42DOOOO . 

IAN RICHARDSON 
"TOUROEFAHCE-BTri / 

' GRAHAM CROWDS* 

“ExnusNELY fwrr tww 

. TBEMAGISTEA3B 

- bti Arthur Wbg Phare 

.• From Tuesday 

ItavSriZJQ Mate Wed A Sri 3 00 
. . ■ . LASTED SEASON 


STMARTWS01718361443 

E«usa.Tue24S.Sri5&a 

AGAHHACHRISCFS 
TEE MOUSETRAP 
46ft TEAR 


STRAND TFEATTffi BocOtl & CC 
(no tea) 01718308800 
cc (trig tee) 0171344 4444/420 0000 
Groups 0171 413 3321/DI 71 <36 5580 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Hedy Story 
“BRJULAIIT*’Sun 

•BUDDY* 

"WONDERFULSrtJFF’Sun Tri 
Tuet-Tlus 8 l0 Ri 5304 830 
Safe 5 00 4130 A Sundays 

ALL SEATS ICPrSeFB 530 PBIF 
9th KNOCKOUT YE/n 
NtrerlxicMnq'M tfa war 2000 . 


VAUDEVILLE UVH (71718369987 
cc 0171 344 4444 Gnafs 580 6793 

JUUAN OARY 

Prew tom Tub Opera Fd 12 Osc 
Ews8pni.Sri4{zn&tom 
UNR 3 JANUARY ONLY 
BEST AVAILABLE SEATS 
_FROMH2S9 


Victoria Pataca01718341317. «0 
0000.344 4444. Amonggnupotor . 
• 42002004133321 . ~ 

‘ SPECIAL HOLEIAY 
AND CHHISTMASSEASOM 
FAME 

"Aim-Gooo'nwMW ' 
MaacnSmtay 

FAME - ^ • 

TTeMusicdr •„#. 

. !BREATHTAKMS' tadapaodtiW 
Mon-Thu 730. FriE3048JftT 
Sri34730. . I’ 

ALL SEATS K PWCERBSJ#.' 

p gy- I 

: hH3RAUMnEDSStea*l:‘ 
UNTC.JAN 17* -a 1 

WHITEHALI-OITI SBBtlli j - 
Mon-Thur 9 OOFn/5«700S»» »• 
KIM CRLSWSJLh^ j 

THESLOWMAg,, 

90coo< iitincitesott 
‘BBT MUSICAL WI 
END 1 Ned! 



SESTCOMSrft 7 
Lauiemi OPslw Auaala'rt - 

“ART ' 

Anewpi^byYBsdhaJtea-' ; 
Ttmsbyct*sdopharltemp*®>. 
The perfect West Btd.p^T 
todspendert 

Eves 8, Mato Wed 3, Sri A Sm 5 

BnajgjwBria — 


298,000 readers of this section go. 
to the theatre at least once every 2/3 
months.. 

To advertise in The Times theatre 
listings please call our sales team 
on 

0171 680 6222 
or fax 


AH 


01714819313. 

major credit cards accepted' 
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j^eGovemment is targeting workplace parking, and planners are attacking the car. So where do you put it? 


G overnment plans 
aimed at reducing 
car numbers in 
Central London 
re forcing car-owners to 
pend vast sums to go under¬ 
round — literally. Subtecca- 
ean car parking spaces sold 
•ith flats in the capita] have 
on bled in price in the past 
ean some garage slots cost 
,45.000. 

The cost of keeping a car in 
■^ndon is expeaed to rise 
wn further if the Govern- 
nent goes ahead with plans 
p reduce the number of 
sarking places, sharply in¬ 
crease parking fees and cut 
the number of residents’ 
parking permits. 

The radical scheme; un¬ 
veiled recently by Glenda 
Jackson, the Minister for 
Transport in London, has 
provoked claims from the 
RAC that some areas of 
London could be badly 
harmed by preventing people 
from driving to them. West¬ 
minster council, custodians of 
some of Britain's most expen¬ 
sive parking places, is also 
opposed to the plans. 

The price of a parking 
ipace bought with a flat at 
lew developments in the espi¬ 
al ranges from-£KLOOO to 
20.000 in the City to £45,000 
n Sr James’s. One reason that 
tuyers are willing to lay out 
ueft sums is the high cost of. 
onventiona] car paries or. 
larking meters. Someone 
mying a one-bedroom flat in 
■restart Street in London El 
ir £130,000 would need to 
nd another £10 j000 to buy a 
arking space. The oast of 
urking in an NCP car park 
tere would be £3553 a year 
nd in Knightsbridge up to 
5,076 a year. 

Ben Walsgrove of Harap-. 
ms estate agents says: “A 
.nr ago you might pay 
20.000 for a space in Chek 


.sea; nowit would beBSJMO/ 1 
. Next year. Westminster 
council is to introduce Bri¬ 
tain's highest parking meter 
- fees ip. parts of the borough. 
The rise, from £2.40 tb £3 ah 
hour, win be -criupled with 
increases in fines, mm £60 to 
£80 in the WestjJEnd. Among 
London boroughs. West- 
upnster issues the most park¬ 
ing tickets' and clamps the 
most illegally parked cars. It 
issued- more than 800.000 
tickets last year and clamped 
more than 19,000 vehides. In 
Islington, a few miles north, 
93.000 tickete were issued but 
no cars were, damped. 

Paul Taylor of Hamptons 
says “A large house in Km- 
singtan and Chelsea with a 
garage will add as much as 15 
per cent to the value because 
parking has become one of 
the most sought-after facili¬ 
ties in London. * . 

Hamptons has flats for sale 
in Royal Gate Mews affXen- 
sington ■ High Street wife 
parking spaces for sale at an 
extra £25.000. '• 

T hisweek die Gcwsror 
ment firmed up its 
assault on the car 
problem by Muting 
that, it would consider taxing 
free parking provided far staff 
by employers. Gavin Strang, 
foe Minister for Transport, 
said that: without action soon, 
“die streets of the capita] win 
.eventually be gridkxfced. 
Thai is why we must take 
- dedsiveactkai now". 

But opposition can be ex¬ 
pected Edmund King, die 
RAC’s head of campaigns, 
says: “For many people, the 
car is still essendaL It should 
sfiB be a rightta own a car 
and homeowners should not 
be told one of them cannot 
haveavehide." 

Eve-ann Prentice 


Ptfceofa. H 
parking space If 
that can be i| 
bought with a Is, 
new residential ||| 
devoiopment ft. 






i&YK-.srJ ames's -. 

nBM>«i»a f* £30,006 y.j\ 




FINDING parking spaces far the residents of IS one-bedroom 
flats in Chelsea nos proved child’s play for the developers, 
Berkeley Homes. Eve-Arm Prentice write s. The existence of 
buildings on both sides means that there is no room for a 
conventional car park at The Galleries development in Gunter 
Grove; West London. Instead,, a revolutionary automatic car 
park — using -the principle of a child's game —' has been 
installed. 

There is room-for tencars. The vehides are automatically 
moved around the spaces on rails,: like the squares on a child's 
puzzle where the pieces must be shuffled to form a picture. The. 
car park is known as a slacker system and car-owners activate it 
with a remote-control key. ; 

The system, the first to be installed in Britain, cost £10.000per 
space and the cost was included in the price of ten of the flats. 

Gavin SteWart; marketing. director of Berkeley Bodies 
(Thames ValkiyJ.'iaidr “We .thought it was vital to provide 
buyers at The Galleries with an opportunity to invest in a 
parking space despite thefack of available land for a traditional-, 
car park. We looked at parking technology around the world 
and after much consideration, draded that the stacker system 
suited our proposes hist* 

AD the Bids have been so3d, bat,there is a snag for owners of 
large ears—ftmrrwbeeWrive vehides and Bentleys cannot fit in 
the new carpark. 


Do not 
bring 
your 
motor 
here 

P lanners in a Midlands 
town are so worried 
about the proliferation 
of traffic that they are impos¬ 
ing new restrictions on a re¬ 
tirement-home scheme. Only 
the over-55s can live in a flat 
complex bang built at Sutton 
Coldfield near Birmingham. 

Lichfield District Council 
imposed the restriction partly 
to lessen traffic movement and 
parking. Research has shown 
that the age group like to live 
near others in their peer group 
so they use their car less to 
visit friends. 

Ian Thompson, the council's 
planning services director, 
said; “If larger homes went 
there, we would have to allow 
four parking spaces per house 
to accommodate teenagers 
and young adults, but there is 
not the same level of parking 
with this development A lot of 
people now retire at 50 or 55 
and there are issues about 
traffic generation and parking 
on this site.* 

So though- anyone, even a 
19-year-old, can-buy one of the 
51 Crosby Homes (Midlands) 
flats ax Lady Aston Park, Little 
Aston, they cannot live in it 
unless they are aged over 55. 



Artist’s impression of the Crosby Homes scheme an age restriction limits car numbers 


Keith Fepperdine of Crosby 
Homes said: “This is not a 
clause in the lease because it is 
part of die planning consent 
conditions. A purchaser’s soli¬ 
citor will be aware that the 
planning consent is for some¬ 
one of 55 or over to live there. 
The planning department will 
have to enforce it It is OK if 
one partner is younger than 
55. If a 65-year-old woman 
went in there who had a part¬ 
ner aged 45. and he was help¬ 


ing with the washing, shopp¬ 
ing and cleaning — what they 
call essential services — that is 
fine. It gets complicated if the 
older person dies. 

“1 don’t see this as a restric¬ 
tion but as a benefit because 
we can say there is no risk of 
OTneone upstairs playing 
grunge music Older people 
take a more relaxed approach 
to life; they are not Likely to 
tear about in sports cars." 

Each flat at the Crosby 


development has a garage, 
and there are also 46 parking 
spaces on site, 35 of which are 
non-all ocated. 

Hie Lady Aston Park show 
fiat is not due to open until 
January, but already six apart¬ 
ments have been reserved. 
They range in price from 
E179500 to £212500. 

Christine Webb 

•Agents: Robert Powell, 0121454 
(930; Quantrills. 0121-354 9229 


What is your home worth? A new survey of prices around the country reveals that prices are still going up 


THE average price of a terrace 
chouse is now £60,257. a rise in a 
■ year of 934 per cent new figures 
show. The Land Registry figures, 
released last week, for the three 
months to the end of September 
show that prices are still rising 
across all property types. 

Prices of detached houses are up 
by 885 per cent over the past year, 
to £121,082, prices of semnfetadied 
houses by 93 per cent to £69,899, 
and flats and maisonettes by 8.98 
per cent to £72303. 

The most expensive county or 
unitary authority surveyed by the 
registry is Surrey, where a house 
averages £137,246- The cheapest 


Cost of a terrace house 
rises by almost 10 per cent 


bouse is to be found in Kingston 
upon Hull, where prices average 
£36.436. The figures show that 
prices are still rising throughout 
London. The cheapest borough is 
Barking and Dagenham, where a 
house brings an average of £57,911. 
The next cheapest is Newham; 
average £5&692. 


Kensington and Chelsea is the 
most expensive London borough: a 
house averages £287310. Second 
most expensive is Westminster, 
where die average is E219358, a 22 
per cent rise over the year. 

The number of sales during the 
year fell by more than 7 pier cent 
There were 251,085 sales in the three 


months to September, compared 
with the same period last year, fig¬ 
ures also show the number of sales 
in different price ranges. Most 
houses were sold at prices between 
£50,000 and £60,000-, 39.509 houses 
were sold in this price bracket Only 
141 houses were sold worth between 
£800,000 and El million. There were 


31 sales of houses worth more than 
£2 million between July and Sep¬ 
tember this year. 

Ian Perry from the Royal Institu¬ 
tion of Chartered Surveyors be¬ 
lieves that more houses will come 
on to tiie market by next spring. 
“Many homeowners have put been 
put off by not being able to find 
anything to buy. We also expect 
interest rates to fell, because we 
think they have reached their peak. 
We expect about 6 per cent house 
price inflation next year, and more 
sales, perhaps another 200.000, 
compared with this year." 

Rachel Kelly 
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01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
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FAX: 

0171 782 7828(TRADE) 
0171 782 7799(PRIVATE) 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


FULHAM 


3C2E 


assessM 




ipests 



Winkworth 


PIMLICO 

Sopot famh house beaut in 
lk« popular jjwt bentfiujrm* 
pntdmm^dwdlpnpinimi 
racma. n«rrS«T 
Jfronthr order. 

51^3 to*, drawing nm, 
Jaun X rm, htchm. 2#»qf 
terraces. prden. RBtilVN 
01718ZSI78& 








ST. GABRIELS 
MANOR 

MYATT S FIELDS - LONDON SE5 
COUNTRY LIVING IN THE 
HEART OF THE CITY - JUST 2 
MILES FROM WESTMINSTER 

ONLY TWO REMAINING 

Galleried 2 Bed Appartments 

£119,995 

Studios Only £49,995 

TEL: 0171 613 3055 

r^3l7?ni> i * .. ;« III 





■Wit. s M Wb : 



MMLKOSW1 

Freehold house lot*** 
street 3 dtxrte beds, * 
2 battmxxra,GCH.&aag 8 
and small pafo, Excaisnt 
dBcreihci order. Tube and 
- fcxasfatapsl min Irak. 
ftmducadiorqttctcisaia 
OlftO £345,000 
Tefc 01718218405 


HIGHBURY/ 












DERBYSHIRE 




DEVON 




LONDON RENTALS 


ESSgBEES2S 


ESSEX 


WIMBLEDON 




DR EWE.ATT NEATE 


Oaf cm! IQmita. An ck$*nl lifted 
Gaapan toam home ovcifooUqe 

1 jgrat- 3 nucptuma. 5 bc ifcwm - 

2 mUc ioo«», gaostag end Jora- 
Sa in gfnian of 036 toe* 

OndcimoaO 




LONDON OFFICE 0171839 0888 


VTZA HARRINGTON 

VIA LOWNDES* 


SURREY 




LAND FOR SALE 





unu vaKEnub vu* 

SpMdmn local gwft 
Man.1UumOm2W 


SUSSEX 


NORFOLK 


Mob m*A £85JW PHnta all 
T* BT353 740770 ta 74159* 







Z2SU& 


YrifA iLVK’ti.Mi'l'UN 

▼iA LOWNDES. 


Etbto^gnti era Just 
. teeiwstbudwsMs. 

A ten firms an much 
' tmiv than the athet 
Earxcurnnt market 
■ppotal ot war property 


0171 730 7272 


KENSmGTON& 


(H71 49T55W 

M73 4Sjfltt7 - 


‘ESCAPE TO 
NEWYORK’ 


Birminghams 

ontyowri/abie 

Loft Development 

SheB only from _ 

£6lft00 u £275,000 


|2 Q% M ea 1 y 


forfoil^ralimnationof-abroduErccrik H 

01216939393 


OXFORDSHIRE 


OXFORD 




Enjoy ibe delights of both 
lfiacric City imd Cammy 
Bvmg. 

Djc scarcity ctf land in 
Central Oxford makes 
Oxford Waterside tidy 


STOUGHTON 

Nr r"hii*f > " ,fp, i 6 nh main 
station. Elevated pontkn, 

fine views- Fully restored 

period property. 5/6 beds, 3/4 
Keeps. 4 batfat etc. IUGge, 
gda. paddock 

£595.000 

01243544472. 



01243544472. 
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PROPERTY WANTED 


WESTMWSfTER BRIDGE 
LL'XUm MWITU&VT5 
From £250W. 

[ ■ShnlcDfTos-FdrnaaM i 
k •PmcHstt ft Ldmre Carlo J 

V c ounty hall # 
% urmNcca £ 
X0172 620 \mM 


WALES 



YORKSHIRE 


1WANTED1 

dHfdopmantfMlHiBaL 

Pra(flfably ki vffiageAonn tocatb.-a, in Cbeshbn & North Wot 

WaaemparedbtitartltaiMnliislalnctenng . 
pernfnian. Our plnrdw consu(!artj era Wparts. Wcarairterestedin 
buying any land -from large ganfcns to aeriota acreage. 
DBwB, ruOxa, pmbtam, convarakn, nrandon, bed, rattndart 


LONDON RENTALS 


uxiB§i/?Jste£i£ 

01S85 31144S 


& umsiQtiboufv dto afl conaldefBd 
FIEME PQRVIWBLSmSJpWNS MO ANY PUNMNG H8TORT 
DETAILS TO: 

> 

GOLDFINCH 

Goldfinch (Prepartfoa) Lindtsd, 

Baton, Wort Road. W^wrinm, Cheshire, CWB3HH 

Tet; 01928787800 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE TI MF.S wKriNESPAY DECEMBER 3U99 


TO ADVERTISE CALL_ 

0171 481 1988 (TRADE 
0171481 4000 (PRIVATE) 


PROPERTY 


n171 7 782 8 779S(PRfVATC 
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An imposing country mansion in Sussex... an exclusive waterside apartment overlooking the Thames... ... ■;/■ 
Whatever you prefer Berkeley Homes has the dream home for you. For your complete personalised service S. : r 
please contact your local office above. Call today and receive an information pack together with Moves Magazine 
- a complete listing of homes throughout London and the South East from £69,950 to over £1,600,000." ' 


;"~ v . 




it fcsa* 


w 

" i /; 


l HIT' 


To experience the award winning qualities for yourself 
why not visit a Berkeley showhome todays ^ ; - 

Alternatively visit our website onr’fii^VAvww.berkeldygroiqx.coitt''*'' ''' ^"^* fe ’ , r ! ! : 



HOMES 




QUALITY TO APPRECIATE 


-i -■>. • 


LONDON RENTALS 


NORFOLK 



RADNOR WALK, 
CHELSEA, SW3. 

Q i Jluiiuhul period h — e Ip to. 

Long kme available. 

4 beds. I ftndy/bad, 1 eosnK bath 
ft IkiibL WC» / toma. 

■faoMe itcqnoi mm, fully 

g a rd en and raofenacc 
EunMunapw. 

Call 01716361888 




PEMBRIDGE 
SQUARE W2 

BcHtfdy Rcftafatafaed T» Bed 
Raia Rural Mamton Bk4 
Wood Ans« / (Me taefled Daen 
MafeRKcpdoa22*z23* 
Kitten Dtataj Room 28" x 20 - 
2L^» B (d MM /2l 4»w 
Loot Lett cos nr 

0171792 4487 


SUSi 



3BB 


LONDON PROPERTY 


ZONE ALASKA 


TOWER BRIDGE QUARTER 
LONDON SE1 


ENORMOUS! 

HIGH SPEC - FULLY FITTED 
LOFT APPARTMENTS 
ONLY FIVE REMAINING 


1,200 to 2,200 sq, feet 
£115,000 - £225,000 


TEL: 0171 613 3055 



THE BEECHES 
FAKENHAM 
NORFOLK 

Bamboo Mattel A North Norfolk 

Couieridin lOndcf 




a r ^Lg L - L - g ^r^ 


xury homes 

SHENLEY 




PROPERTY WANTED 


LARGE FLATS/ 
MULTIPLE : 
OCCUPANCY 


Property waned lo le**e far 

T wn| nr 



stigioux ikivfopHMur o 
2. 7 and 2 bvriromn wane* 

If you kai'i' an ex i.-aini: how 
to Si 1 !!, dsn ahoid oiis' lult 
vuiin- hart vXi lumu, scheme, 






4 btdmm dttadudhauafim > £197,088 


Sbrdrmm dttoc&ielmet-t’SWfXQ 


CARIBBEAN 


COUNTRY RENTALS 



TTTT 


. Sopexfa a e l ecaoa of - 
properties, many Ocean 
Front, on these lovely 


Prices &om £150,000 to m 
excess of £1 nrilBon. 

PinfliftmC^imB 




mm 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


i C-.eT'la 


.a _ 






W-C -gL V % C/Jj 


Change your view of retirement 


7'. 



- visit a Courtyard today 

English Courtyard lead the way. with beautifully landscaped gardens 
and very spacious houses & flats so you can realty relax in your retirement 
For nearly twenty years. English Courtyard have built some of the finest properties 
in many of the prettiest market towns and. villages throughout England. 

Prices from £155,000 to £220,000 in 

Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & West Sussex 
Access our Website on wwwMglishcourtyard.co.uk or 
Freephone 0800 220 858for further details quoting ref ND2 
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English Courtyard 


‘i i ‘ JV*. 



FRANCE 




g —mem 


Six 


PuiSriWifTjr ao* jn» 
rata sBLOobjooe nTi 




:r7ar?y 


Sooth of Frame 

Ttfc0l628 482752. 


SWITZERLAND 


SPAIN 


PORTUGAL 


mm 
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VVohl u Class Homes 
Free/ <>ih‘ 03G0 S0S984 
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Telephone: 

0171 680 6806 


Cmiw de 


VERSATILE PA TO 
OWNER/DIRECTOR 

VICTORIA . c£28,000 Package 

The business impre st s include a growing resiaarant company, 
and an international project financial advisory business, with a 
small- 6 person-head office team 

'Hie position combines shorthand heavy and sophisticated word 
P^saag and presentations, the fall range of PA functions, 
office organisation and filing: and a 45 hour week plus some 
lateevening andweek. 

You must be an expcriehcedPA with first class MS Win95and 
s^torthand (60/l(X)), A levels, highly computer literate with 
Powerpomt/DTP skills, and relevant large and small company 
experience. You should be well organised, and calm under 
pressure with energy, and flexibility. 

If you can meet these requirements please fSx letter 
demonstrating this, and. full CV including present salary, to 
Mr. R. Mathrani, Chelsea Plaza on 0171 584 8595 



limited 

Estabfofmd for 
awtiwtyyaat*. 
United Horn* Ltd. 
bwd in Swanley 
Kmitumdar 
canatruetioa 
company invotod 
in buBding and 


p r o j a cu an d . 
m echaflkal 
* aanrica* contracts 
thro u ghout London 
. and Um South . 



Personnel Officer - Generalist 

Market related salary & benefits 


An opportunity has .arisen for a graduate MIPD Personnel 
Officer/ with at least 5 years generalist personnel 
experience, to assist, ihe Group ‘ Personnel Manager in 
ensuring the smooth administrafion of the human resource 
function of this well established, successful group. 

It is expected, the Personnel Officer wtU quickly take on 
more responsibility for the day to day management of the 
personnel function and ultimately assume the role of 
Personnel Manager. A knowledge of current employment 
law is essential together with experience in staff training 
and development. 

Please apply in writing enclosing CV arid current salary to: 

• Moire Crudlhgttiri. :Grbup Personnel Manager 
Urated House Ltd; United House. Gokfaef Road, 
Swanley.* Kent BR8 8EX 

A member of the U rated House Group. 

We operate equal opportunities and nonsmoking-pofides. 


Organise vour own career 

PA 


Eased: Uxbridge 

Our efient is one of the worfifs largest high tech companies. An opportunity has 
now arisen for an ex p erienced and assertive fWSecrc&iy to work alongside the 
European General Manager. 

You wifi be required to provide ful support in tits fast moving environment. 
Embracing responsibility, you. will bring initiative, flexibility and the sBdc 
organisational skids needed to contribute to the achievement of real business 
results Frequent and dalykaisoo across Europe and North America will be required 

WcaHy you wi# have around 5 - 8 ytinf experience in a similar'large company 
erreronrneni;irf»egvww^f^flPriPns te tedflexfe^andsm>r^orga^tio^ 
skins as weft as the ability teLWcdc effectively under presure. Technical skffls 
should rndude knowledge ofafl[ Mta tao ft Office packages. Knowledge of another 
European {anguagevmMbewadmn&qtt. 

In return oureflert bffinsa competitive salary and benefits package as wefl as the 
dance to work bia progreswc tteadfyaud dynamic environnm where irowBl 
be given the opportunity tdlnH on your sdrifis and orgairee your own careet 
Please write with CV» IMP Worldwide 32 Aybrook. London Wi M 3JL quoting 
ref: RI75& 




Whitby Bird & Partners-- 

E N & I N EE R S 

Personal Assistant to Partner 

With our continued growth and move to new offices we are 
looking to ftaiher Personal Assistant The successful 

candidate tolF&e confident and organised with excellent 
serenstariat interpersonal and managerial skills. 

This position woudd suit a mature, experienced and energetic 
personality. ...., -. pleas© write to Andrew Thoip 

/—V . 53-54 Newman Street 

' S\ London W1P4DA 

v,- ) email: recriritrnen^whitby'birid.co.uk 


OFFICE MANAGER/SECRETARY 

Required for expanding Foreign Exchange 
market making company. A busy and 
extremely varied roie. Some receptionist 
duties, good telephone manner Windows ; 
literacy - no city experience necessary. Must 

be confident, enthusiastic arid, flexible: 

Salary £16,000 plus Bonus, 





Fax: 

0171782 7586 


JST~T 

TURNING THE WHEELS OF COMMUNICATION 


- 'We are a world leader in the rapidly qmaiKfing Infcenmtianal fMhi% TKffrft w tim '"*•*“* 

Our parent company, Brightpomt Inc, has fls headquarters in Indianapolis and Is a puMdy quoted 
Pbrtune 500 Company, we operate in 56 countries across 6 continents. 

TWO EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS (£20,000+++) 

(One baaed In Staffordshire, UK. One based in Hong Kong) 

% are looking to recruit two highly abb is essential for both of these roles. The position in 

ipdfvi&iLH to provide outstanding idmuriatrstire and Staffordshire requires written and verbal fluency In 

organisational rapport to the water management af French ind German with is jtmriMtlMff 

BrigJrtpnMs Intanatioiifll DtrisioiL Ibu will be tongue. Fbr Hong Kbng yon -win need fluency in 

reporting to, and working with, our Chairman Cantonese and Mandarin with written and ratal 

(BP Inc), CEO aod President, and Vice President of Gnenpyfa EngEsh. If ym have aqy other European 

Intsrnaii’al Saks. langnsge skflls, Oils would be sm advantage. 


mtHpesonal skiEs and an aWBty to prioritise wmt- in the use of Wcnraoft Office, allied to typing and 

flow while thinking on your feet, yea thrive in * shorthand skill*. Experience of Sage, ExeeLWorf 

presanriged environment while maintaining a firm and Pttwerpoint he MnnLUm will to intimatel y 

but diplomatic pieaeDOB. Tbn wffl have aqurirntt of involved in the development of the business «nd 

dealing with M a na gers at a vtry senior level. may be required to undertake some overseas travel 

As an International business, Bngoiatic ahffly aa part of yoar role. 

Interviews urUl be tudd tottsk commencing 8th December with a tnem to cm early January start. 

Itjm fed job June tlwaaieeavaiy aUIa odpefwaaUty plauc kuIjw dataili to XMlq BaglnM, BrigktpaiM (01} Ltd, 
Cotey larf, JDgk Cnraatess Jluk, SreoaUMBier-IyM, StaOKMlre SIS TO nr bx thoa (a u m «7» M4BIL 



„ EUROPE 

^ ^ TOhnnc > nitenmrional, movie-thnmed 

c^rdi™^ ta if. ta,' 

3£ S TOIdwidc - ^ isk 

Thc qimlifie d cand idate will have a minimum three years exposure within a 

environment and expertise in Word 
5SSSJTiS , *& (WordPerfect/Word) and sp^SbSts (Lotus 
ia/Btod)A casual bat smart appearance excellent communication/ 
^nwroonal staUs, dicraphooc/aodio capabilities and a sense of humour 
essennaL'l A fluency m another European language a plus. 

you’ve got what it takes and would like to start 1998 
dyna ^ c *“ d *“ company. Please send your CV and 
sSS.SL.'wm P1 "" Hollywood, 84-86 R.g«. 


Hospmu. 

PA/MEDICAL 

SECRETARIES 

. Consultant in Thoracic Surgery 
and Clinical Director 
. Coxa £17,000 (Ketjs/iao) 

Peter GoWstraw is an intemationaly renowned 
nageon. As hte dmical secretary you wffl be ai the 
centra ot Ws yery busy practice - resporwUe tor 
ensuring that the operattig schedule and outpatient 
clinics are booked and running smoothly. Ybu wffl 
also provide secretarial support In reltejon to Ms 
Drectorate management responsfcfities. 

Consultant hi Cardiac Surgery 

Cu*3 £17-£20fi00 mo JS/rar; 

Nea Moat is a dynamic surgeon with a thriving MIS 
and private practice. In this post you win have 
specific responsfeBty far the management of the 
waiting Bst as wen as providing a first class 
secretarial sendee to Net and Ms cBnicai team. 

The salaries quoted include a supplement for 
addtfanal responsfaSUes. To succeed in either post 
you wH be an experienced medical secretary, wefl 
organised, fiexiblg, confident and have wefl 
developed communicarion skids. 

For an Monmtkxi pack plaan contact tfae H u man 
■ Baaouic aa Da partmaat. Hoyal Brampton HoapNaL W: 
01713S18S86{24 hour anawarptiona). Plaaaa quota tha 
appraprtaaa rafarann. Separate appOcatfan* lor aacb 
post a* ba raqutoad. CSostng date: Friday 12 Dacetebae 


THE SKI COMPANY- 


!•:»i ki fJ . »]Him j ;«il • i111 


FOR AN OUTSTANDING COUPLE 

The SB Company. tl» untSspotad leader In tuxury alpitw 
hoSdaya. fa looting lor a talented ooupia to manage i» 
fin star chalet In Kloalere Switartend tan aariy January 
1998, 

fi you ara agad between 26 and 40 and want to work 
. together in an exchkig envroncwrawttti a possible long 
term a m bifion to own.your own hotel or reacau rant thara 
ooted be no batter opponuitv- W 0 wfll provide you with 
the support of. and trarang a pravan formula, giving 
you the soaps to stamp your own pononaKtim and 
management alyls on tha namaig ofYoui^ ohlllL 

However you muat ba outeoinft, hoapitabla. genaroua and 
MndbbviiHia keen same of pmtaarional prfaa One 
partner must have oxcaBant cooking sfcffls and orw mu« 
apeak German. 

Wa am a young, nwcamfijl and dynamic company 
offering tha right people an aNcaptionai apponurttiY to 
grow with us. 

For a brochure and application form, please 
write, enclosing your CVs to: 

Tony ESkitL M.I. 

The Ski Company, 

Sioane Square House. 

Holbein Place, 

London SW1W8NS 


^ Strategy j 


Helping people win 

PA TO CHAJRIMAN 

£20,000 - £22,000 per annum 

Based in a smart override Qjy jpeation for flic tot twenty 
yean, a dyaanris fntwn i itimia l marketing conswltancy is 
seeking a friendly and canpeten t PA (25-35 ynO tons die 
office of a bury in t e m a fi ora l rhahnim AbQity to use 

initiative and woric aader pressure essential with cxpcxkocc 
working at Board levcL Fteonal presentation it impeaumt 
combracd with good d mnfainri (90 wpm). good typi > j (60 
wpm) and aonud knowledge of Mfamoft Word 6. 

Four weeks amnia] holiday, Iv™ 9iXton - 6.00pm pjos 
■cuter tide! km. Ho agencies. 

If yon am interested, please send your CV u>: 

Miss EmmaJaoe Camky 
. Gcnsal Manager'. 

Strategy International Ltd 
_• 13, The Ivory House 
St Katharine Docks 
London EL 9AT 


weigh up a career 
Hit outside the city 



Legal/Tax Secretary 

I.T. Emphasis 


Cobham, Surrey c£19,000 

Cargill is a worldwide business and our tax legal teams operate in a young, 
dynamic and fast moving environment You will provide various levels of 
secretarial and administrative support for both legal and tax counsel. 
In addition, a key part of this rote will be to co-ordinate the (T support for 
the department, to enable us to provide the high quality service which the 
business demands. 

You must be the type of person who gets on with solving problems 

rather than standing back and awaiting for instructions. You will be part 

of a friendly and committed team. You must 

have enthusiasm, an active interest 

and aptitude for IT, enjoy sustained / . _ _ ” * ** . N. 

pressure and a challenging and / m mptAcwX 

varied workload. / tnaakf - rwapsrau * v "* \ 


•Adwnced tovd fT experience 
• Efficient organ bed. sdf-starter 
1 Committed to accuracy detail and confidentiafity 

• AMe to prioritise effectively 

• Legal or similar experience 


Send your CV to 
Angela Raradise. 

Human Resources Manager, 
Cargill, Knowle Hill Park. Fatrmife 
Lane, Cbbham, Surrey KT11 2PD. 
No Agencies please. 


f DMBPfty naif. Hod npr fc w 

pnxenv- 0 navnnsun mk 

wa ujtmj c. MM iwcfa woo 
baton k K onto I hmU 
Waadka laaskna nora w M i 
oniig S90I wMca, non SSfi 


o t nA Mrti nay b-1 ton. 
OmaaMpe Asntsd In UKB 
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Aldrich & Company 


EVENINGS ONLY 
5-12.00AM 

TO £25,000 + BANK BENS 

Plus a FREE taxi home. Our dient, a major 
investment bank that works round the clock 
needs a quick-thinking, well organised and 
flexible Secretary who-'can work these hours. 
Call Emily Aldrich. 


U] i 5SS 


| Aldrich & Company 

I Aldrich & Company 1 

PERSONNEL 

ASSISTANT 
£23,000 + BANK BENS 

Assist a high flying young personnel manager 
in all areas of HR admin. Would suit a bright 
graduate .secretary with commercial 
experience and PC skills. Immediate 
interview. Call Sarah Turnbull 

HIGH PROFILE 

PA 

£22,000 + BANK BENS 

Supporting the Head of Administration lor the 
Investment Banking division. A high profile 
role for a practical, resourceful intelligent 
Secretary wanting complete invoivemenL Call 

Alex Keats. 

1 1 1: H!"i 5N.S S’iV'r Im\: il!"[ -k.v; S'nis 1 

! t v M( iiv-Ni ■ 

'l.l: (il"i 5SX.VMI) l.is; M“1 5SS S'H.S 1 



SALES/ACCOUWT EXECUTIVE 


mn&dIVX 


moatatetoviQik antler preame. 

StewyEI&OOOpa- 


ifiS-lfiOVtendswoflh Bridge, 
tondortSW62L»L 


SENIOR legal secretary. 



legal knowtedge- As a float secrete^ you 




beinfltiJgbV regarded In tha company and 
{ewadedwdL Kyw have experience in any 
area of law arid. have fiQiflxn typing, 


For an ktnminflito appolntmont 
ontha «bo«« poettion, or tf rou 
would He® to dteenss any dthor 

vaeandM ww cuwwitty haw 
ptom creS ANOJELA or ENEMA on 

0171 550 7000 


SECRETARY 

FOR 

CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANTS 

SttntarjfPA with a pkonnt, natan attitadc tp wodc far 2 
pmrnm widm our Ann. The ideal cmfidaK Aould be 
ftiUy apttk&xtJ in advance Wgnl 7 and bxve * typing 
q»ad of at lean &Swpm. Confidem tdqfatne maner 


Salny dna £ISjOOO. 

nwcmiliaMCY and covering fatter FAO: 
Ms Horn Atkinson 

Jayson Newman, Chartered Accountants 
48 Forttand Place 
■ - - London WIN 4AJ 


SKRErARY/AMCflSTMTOH/RECHTKSflST 18K 

We require a mature, experienced person to support the 
Oestaws aid MaM) Manager at, our Bxdusiw 
funttire showroom in Kitightsbridge. We are a smafl, 
friendly company and need an Atefigent numerate, 
organised and efficient secrefiry who can deal wift our 
exclusive dentete and managa a showroim Profitiwcy 
in Haosait Word and Excel is essential, as is a test 
typing speed and me atttty to tackle taste from the 
mundane to the sophisticated. Ideally, w would prefer 
someone who is looking for a long terni posBon. 

If you ■» d* b tab w*d dBawl tasks whfat retattinfl a saass tt 
btanour ften pteoe wtn a cowrino tetter «M CV to: 

Htetoca OHdte, WwAkck Ftetaten in 4 VMM am 

uMt&m uren nm wl in uacs plewe 


EIB^DOO- £20,000 p^. + Bonus 
womrty» A * imr* p* a mn v »u wn* 


BeOdo eiaointey » A al knpii pm to nfln qi ate 

CtHand coaadaay- Sob oflea mraoenet iHBeU 

tapitafads.PkBpBBdsUJnmlSSk 

teW in ra teBMWnXMid»l taw 






*Ew«laicalaHtfcigqiaiI 

ItedEn wltefai ati (ntyre 




Ptoaso sand your CV to: Pareonnal Ltanager, Gammon 
Hohfinga, 26 Ba rt holomew 9qiara,BCTV3QH. 


PA to the Chief Operating Officer 

' Ini medi a te tart far wtiH{rw»wxf‘'tee«xfiobtxg^'i«^ 

W Good PMrpef 5Pu riand orpnaxoanal Afc 

• lcdm«aw^d*irc.ihorttond 

• fiA'Wnwnim wteh VAxkws 95 (Won^Btflai^owfirp^ 

• Diowian, sdfmciwaiian tonwitanOTMdeKhnsiMn 

Good remuneration padqge. 

Pletee apply by fetter end CV. * rums t*2 referarata 
Swh Nkhcds, tfa 10 Stranon Sureet, London W1X 5FD 



An you eorawnpialins a ehanga of Job in 19997 If you 
am ml luva Die ddfls would H not ba worth your wMk 
eominfl to dtocute thia vaiy mtarasting potation? 

Apply In wrttingwith G.V.1K 
Eric Moriay, Chairman, 

Miss World Group, 

21 Golden Square, London, W1R3PA 



( arnusef 

C’ens 7 //taudj 



CITY SUCK AND MAYFAIR CHIC 
Ranlrtr»g Team Secs £25,000 package 

FtoWitlf- afllcM.fiatawUBg w i r e tt aia u wJpaetifiltebgrbeiieSi, 
IiirKy is Lcwdoa «wift Seo e wta with gtod typing tpx t h , 
Rwwptog rfpflli tfld M leeet fiw yem' tcwnml a p ciiein* . 

PA In Bmdbcnting £21^00 package 

MayMrhied e a uyy teqate i bright, prtnetor PA nidi Hau cad 
confidence la tea ewfly la i**»« ate on|<toa*cilM<iipalM 
■fee office mi type pfetonun, ik/mu rad CV*. 

Td #171 734 7277 Fax 0171 734 7278 


West End 

Senior PA/Administrator 
up to £27,000 p.a 

Workrng directly for the Chief Executive of one of the largest and 
most diverse private investment holding companies in the UK. 
Creating value through die active investment of funds and 
development of high growth businesses. Work in prestigious 
surroundings with a friendly team and manage the admin, and 
secretarial functions - your ideas and new systems will be welcomed. 
You must be a self-disciplined, bright individual with good computer 
skills and a lively sense of humour (essential). Only those with an 
understanding of con fidentia lity and a basic level of numeracy n gf ri 
apply - however you don't need to be a rocket scientist! It’s a varied 
and quite unpredictable wodd so flexibility is key. If you think you 
meet our requirements please apply in writing enclosing your CV and 
current salary details to: 

Diane Phillips B'j=' i ‘ j y.'' s9A K 

No. 8 Manchester Square, H 

London W1M 5AB. 


PA (1-1) 

BOARD LEVa 
£23,000 + BANK BENS 
Board level director requires a totally 
professional, bright PA to help with projects 
and provide fell secretarial support. This is a 
career opportunity with a top investment bank. 
Call Alex Gaze. 


I \Lt ,;i M VIST 
' i 5SS J ,|\; 0)71 5SKNVW 













































































































































Telephone: PtrJ*y 

Uk J aJ # /#f P h # j/U M 

■ Fax: 

0171 782 7586 

0171 680 6806 



INVOLVEMENT 

£ 21,000 

PA rote including personal work for 

two director? with many business interests induing 
I non-executive directorships in film and cortiinuricationj 
companies and charities. This position offers 
tots of variety and involvement. 

80wpn shorthand. 

Please telephone 0171 495 2321 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 


MARKETING 
to £30,000 

A challenging and exdting new role 
| working for this tracfing company. If you have at least 
18 months experience of marketing in a textile 
related industry, you could make the mast 
of your knowledge helping to 
develop the European 
client base. 

Please telephone 0171 495 2321 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 



TEMPORARIES 

• Up to £10 an hour 
■ A choice of booking 
■ Bonuses 
> Holiday pay 
• Training 

• Temp to perm opportunities 
0171499 8070-West End Offias 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS 



VICTORIA 
£25,000 + bonus, 

pennon. BUPA. gym etc 
Utilise your excellent senior level ^penence within 
this international consultancy. Supporting board 
level partner, supervising secretaries and 
generally being the divisions lynch pin. 

Good career prospects. 

55wpm typing MS Office. 

Please telephone 0171 495 2321 

Elizabeth Hunt 

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANTS - 


CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE 

£20,000 

f fantastic career opportunity 

M join this famous =*««■" “W*^**** 

Word for Windows. 

Please telephone 0171495 2321 

Elizabeth Hunt: 

■ recruitment consultants - 


Face the 

music. 

£21,0 00 West End 

Work at the sharp end as second secretary to 
the Chairman of this international music 
company. You will combine using your 
traditional secretarial skills with your ability to 
multi-task and prioritise with ease. This 
presents the opportunity to learn whilst 
working at the highest level. IT literacy 
plus 100 wpm shorthand essential. For 
further information call Liz Rickard on 
0171434 4512. 


ww w rw w cwMlcoj* 


Executive 



£Negotiabte City 

European Bank requires an Executive 
Assistant to help set up a new venture. 
Working alongside the Head of the Area 
responsibilities will include setting budgets, 
implementing systems and decision making. 
An excellent opportunity to join this new and 
exciting division. An understanding of banking 
is essential. Skills required: A Level calibre. 
100 S/H, 70 wpm. Age: 2845 yrs. Please 
call Tracy Wakerley on 0171 390 7000- 


Crone Corkill 

Pore Rocfu JUa a Bi SkM 


Up to £10.00 per Houjc -_ 

TEMPORARY OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR CHRISTMAS' 

• Dua la unusually busy demand apfxoaching Ctnstmas. 
we currenffy have many asagnements outstanding with 
C«y and West End companies 

• Long and short term, maternity and temp to perm 
opportunities. 

• K you have 55 wpm with good knowledge. W4W. Excel 
and PowerPoint please caB Jtie Green tor an immediate 
appointment 

Tet 0171 8292727 / Iter 017T 630 6318 


New Image 


TALESMAN 


PUT YOUR 
CAREER 
UNDER THE 
SPOTLIGHT 

Personal Career Advice 
for Executive Secretaries 



EC2 To £22,000 + overtime 

A highly professional canddate is sought to work within 
the Mergers and Acquisitions department of this bank. 
Mato duties Indude typing proposals and presentations, 
telephone coverage and maintenance of protects and 
company files. The successful todvidual requites a good 
knowledge of MS Office and LotusNotes, excellent 
communication skflls end a ftoxMty towards work hours. 

0171 638 1666 

87 Moorgate, London EC2M 6SA 

PA To Managing Director 

Chiswick £20,000 

A high level of confidentiality is required tor this position 
working for the Group MD of this construction company. 
Duties wfl Include organising and attendng boardroom 
meetings and taktog minutes so shorthand or apeedwriting 
is essential. The post wB Involve organising the cfiary and 
travel for the MD and deaBng with correspondence. A 
highly organised hdvidual with W4 W and Excel experience 


0181 994 0106 

402 CHswicfc High Road, London W4 5TF 

For more information on these and other high profile 
positions for Senior Secretaries and FWs, caff now. 

Open from 8.00am to 6.00pm 
Monday to Friday 
For over 1,000 fobs visit 
httpdTwww. reed .oo .uk 



r < 


Dream Job! 

To £30,000 + Bens 

This highly successful Financial Organisation 
urgently requires a PA to took after their MD. 
The role will incorporate extensive client 
contact, diary maintenance and general 
administration. Thus leading on to a more 
responsible, involved position in time. The 
ideal candidate will have financial experience 
and good MS Office experience. 

Pfour contact Melinda Maks. 


Jonathan Wmh & Co Ltd, 
r wANQAi teauumn CbiBmAim 
Na.1 New Street, London EC2M 4TP 
To; 0171 S23 1266 Fax: 0171 626 5259 


o 


CENTRE POINT GROUP 

BANKING AND SECRETARIAL RECRCn’MHrT SPECIALISTS 

Careering Ahead 

Graduate Level PA C3ty £18^K¥) + Bens 

Wo have ■ unique and exciting car e er opportunity for a proactive 
and enthusiastic iwfivatnal a join a top in«urance company timed 
in pceftigKXB office* in Use rity. Tins is more tins a PA role. 
50* of your time will be le a rni n g about insurance and heemamg 
iavoloved in (be business. The ideal ramiiiian- will be leoendy 
wtiwNit to degree or equivalent level with good s e cretari al sldHa 
indtxUng Microsoft Office. Shorthand wtnid be a distinct 
advantage aldui^i ixh necessary. 

Averfl Carr or Hilary Qtiinlan 
on 0171588 5888 Fax: 0171588 8010 
16 St Heks’s Place, Lasdtra EC3A 6DP. 


▼ 


PREPARE FOR A NEW 
CHALLENGE IN THE NEW YEAR 

Now rs the ideal time to contact us if you are wtghmg to 
change cfrection <n the New Yea. 

• A Truly Immhrod PA, WC2 £28,000 • 

• PA to MD Trading, K3 £23jQ00 . 

• Quality PA, W1 £21,000 ' 

• Recnttmant Secretary £18000 - 

• Administrator, 2nd jobber. WC2 £15,000 • 

Please caU Helena Vian on 0171828 2727/ " ‘ r 


Fax: 017^630 6318. 

TALMS MAN 

/ \ ittrtUriil ltd 


New Image 


|Benwr Hunt-. Begem Street, London, W1A2AB 


OFFICE MANAGER CHISWICK 
£20kfxa. neg 

OBreA tkiteitea tti wabmartenang n aadad tar this up-martat 

Manapamant Conattoancy. Able to deal wfih dents at Boml 

tavtoa aroecto at antes menegemoat Inc. pmaantatoito cm 

p ow o rport. EsceUfltus notes. Mshsa and atito to weak 

todepnndBrtJy. fax c.v. to 

Pam Greenwood Personnel 
01817420968 


Switched On! 
c£16 

Fro. oa| ooauad Wat End 
compan y seeds a roj t ro y triib 
aperinca tt ania djnaK R 
tan. Van roll tone SOwpaL 
W4W rod (demy of Are and 


IJOTCEGU1NESSI 

I wmuK^mpi ■ 

0171 589 88011 


PA TO MAIUGM8 PARINffi 

of dynamic Unbanal pedals 
feign camitacy. wit. 

18a jw poslloa nqtoas pntas 


pracSces. 

P wqs*X FNMBr PB E iM 


HaraatnwraCTto Hratarnpa 

on ST71 m UN 


OPENING IN THE DOCKLANDS 
LEADING US BANK 


SECRETARIES 
BILINGUAL SECRETARIES 
INHOUSE LEGAL SECRETARIES 
NI GHT SE CRETARY 
RECEPTIONIST 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR 



Eqehy Rasdseh Deiaiuuuu 
TTTndag Deparoaesz 


m/m 


Broeflu id ladnde £2000 Homing AOawaaee, Oyn Mu i tet t Np . Bum. ntn. 
Mnto Bcatt. Seroou Ticket Loro, rod afaovn all a profcafaoal end highly mceastott 
(he facet) For m latodto appifaatiro ton rod opportunity to jam aae of the 
I n v u n uuM Banking please t el ephone Ttoey or Lka wfebool d ela y. 


Lite 

aganhwina to Join, feta 



Office Manager/PA 

£18,000-20,000 

Friendly and infonna] team at s dynamk Strategic 
Consultancy seek s highly organised jpd ividnsi to help nm 
dwr office. Varied role including n> . j nr it wig j fl t a'x mj vhh 
suppliers, organising report prodnrrioa. t tinning terrible 
se a rches. using the internet, very basic book-keeping sod 
some PA support (managing diaries, m yn iaiwg travel, 
typing etc). Min 45 wpm W4W akilK (Apple Mac used). 
CaB ear West End Office 

TEL: 0171 629 8863 ♦ FAX: 0171 408 0661 



FOXTONS 


TRAINEE PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 


*> m am*. aB»t WMtari 

Mwgy^dll-aSrottmp. rHmhiu. 1 —iai 
riOSy to Mfl mi* Ontn to Mw nr of Carol UaJau r moo. roewri rt 
nrpuaav Ud«l stay U2K to( Midst ♦ OB, Man Err bi Card Lrodro 

Td: 0171 973 2048 



INVESTMENT 
BANKING 
(EC3) 

1. Traffittanal PjV. - 
£22000 + tmk Bern. 
SborihodAning «wn« for 
fatghty involyfag Executive 
Secretarial rote nubia ■ 
teMfinf. famatment Bank.' 

2. Team Secretary - 
£1*800 + Bank Bens. 
Dynamic pro-aetive rote for 



mmm 


* Powerpoint Secretaries 
•£17^00-20^00 + Ben - West End • 

•Bloc Chip International Management Consultancy • 
•have S urgent positions for con tai ned career «. 
> s e cret ari es. Must have p ow e r p o i nt to idvanced ievoL a 
*55+ wpm, general secretarial skin* . Fast paced 
^emrixonmexa with a lot of cbent 
# For tmadhir interviews eaH Lynne today on. 

« 0171 499 8112. 




Hava you 


thooalnfl your Ural tab? 
COULEQELEAVER/2nd 


An naSant appaanky fcv 

aoroeone brtgfS and on Si* 

ba n m bacot aalnwksd totes. 

fcrnoua, protoptoua snd - 
McvSksMBon. 
Combine vox anorida trite 
toMtorokmun t a 
oppom«tertetoam:+ISnpBL 
Wng a bear mow about Wa. 
or, > B k not qdto ikpa tor 

other good fobs. 

Mary WHec Cons 
01717309788 


CLEAR YOUR OVERDRAFT! 

£22K + Benefits Aged 20/25 

fai Lp heamq you're 100 young to earn Wg bucks? Thia Ngh^ respadad 
CSybank iagen9y wqwn too toBnascreWaaodte lob ofvwgtanButam 
and common sense. Ibu can eqtect a vaded reia gnaw sochl tie and 
tateeaabto benefits tockslng a s ubeit l aed qto and roo ngaga subsidy. 
CALL NOW POfl RWTHER DEWLS. 

SWEET ON TRADERS 

C16K + Benefits 

ideal oppartiaby tar n youig inriWy cBy wpertanoi to Join a 
Ccmnradttes Co supporeig ataem oTAadan. Bsaod htewerHIteeidB 
tob ir w nks Mc n iia ital support ptas attain such as o wteu aeaefiati total. 
Byou areatninedeeewray v ote < P op m W<W&cal and taai te at you can 
handta tea boys - D0NT0&AV CALL T00AY1 

DTP CRAZY! 

to£25K+ Banefis 

Fan^ a ia to71Ns smal tawatmert bark baaad to &aai ftik m tooteiB 
tar someone to narft i2-8pm Mon-M «fih occaabnri ovarfima. You nut 
be pefiriert in Pagamdcec Ofipreos, Atabe Rntodwp andhai««pHiencs 
at toocMng in a deadne (town nMmnmant Scanring jpaphs rad data. 
(SDdDring presanbdtona and repons aw to* a tow of the tods you v* 
federate in Ms busy rota. CWLTOOftFOR AM IMBME KTHMBA 


SHOP TIL YOU DROP! 

Wat to earn soma extra money to lima tar CtetatonS? VIM you raaly 
need la conatm wok, good wrap rates, prsiHg ta us companies, 
hdaesting asn^anmts and fomp Canbolari who am straigM oMi you 
Wb dorrt nave gkmrido, wo attar reri benefits whkrii k*n tola a heatogr 
pay packet evny amek. 

THIS IS WHAT WE OFFER YOU: 


•AI 

•Work 52 weeks pwyoar 

• Good rates of pay 

• Hobty bonus 

• A Handy: bripU acoouite department 

it yon «s aged 1WA hwa good M5 Oflca pr admeed WsdFsrtoct 
5.1) gra e fiant nsfio and V praabte. s horth a nd Me - do youwrif a 
tertH CAU. THE BEST MTOWM 
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/ A PAN EUROPEAN TEL: 0171 734 8434 


RECRUITMENT 


FAX: 0171 734 8501 


PARTY PLANNING 
c£ 20 fi 00 aae 

This youog nearly new 
Company fetaoking lor a 
SacfPAfo woriefora wal 
known Entrepanare. 
Apart from sec back-up, 
yoosrifibaooma Involved 
to a# aspects of Ws ' 
succe ss f u l buskiBsswritb 
tfia ehanoa to dvanHy 
Man—— Abb - 

under 30. Must be - 
OooqjutorLRaiBta/65 • 
wmnL 

latRecCona 
01717308758 


Good Hours 
Good Money! 
r£Z7K 

In tee heart of the West End 
Bet a fiteadly firm of 14. 
One ve xy ■*. but 

i Bi n y 'ii D ire ctor needs 
a aapa PA to orga nis e hit 
preyn ca. p poritisB hk dog . 
and depudze to iTmTirp 
Lots to do b L t wum 9-5! 
60wpm W4W 




TOTCEGCanSS 


Bin 5 89 8802 W M 


US -IK 

_BH 

miKMDffM 
m MBTH. 
la Leads Vh nqtesasai proaetea 


Da fiaaa tott to &• I 
ma a saw d tmrer. Wn 
dal Jotter. Speeds 8M0. 
1!kM+-BtoS. 
14*171 727 7S> 

(No KBKS& PLEASE . 


Secretarial opportunities within 
leacfing Gty PR considtancy 

We are a fast growing, hi-tedi financial PR company 

based in the Gty. currently comprising over 60 
employees. We seek two City-style secretaries with 
very good working knowledge of the latest versions 
of Microsoft Wortf, Excel and Pow e rpoint as well as 
the ability to adapt to new systems such as our 
oommunicatfons software for the London Stock 
Exchange and database. The positions we are 
currently recruiting for are: 

Senior Secretary at Director level 

A positive/strong personafity as weS as excelent 
secretarial skills (Gty experience essential), to 
include cfiary management, good interpersonal skflh 
and fun working knowledge of Micro soft Office and 
flexibility regarding overtime is required. 

Age: 26-35. Starting salary: £20-£24k + benefits 

Support team secretary 

•Second jobber 7 secretary required for this position 
to work within a team of four, with a senior 
secretary Gty experience recommended. Must be a 
team player, keen to team, as well as ftexibttty on 
overtime. Age: 20*. Salary: up to £16k + benefits 

Please fax your CV and covering tetter In confidence 
to Tanya Excel) on 0171 248 3295 


OFFICE SECRETARY 
£18,000 circa 

VaraalfiB and sdctantaacnonr requbed form* but busy 
European advertising aatoaoOoe el Imge Japanese pu&Witog 
company. DuflnwB tadude aacnterial antatance to 
Boupoan Mas Managw, genwal office 4itfae, copy and 
awfto typing, preperaBort and dMptecbcr promotional 
maBngs. cuafexmr Baaon. recaption, totaphona and date 
Inputting. 

Tha suecesM ewxfidato w« tw hkteiy organked. write good 
communication atdBe, a ptaaiunt te tephm ie manner, 
proteriancy to Mknaolt OBco Strite (wp.Wfcxd. REacto and 
Accsea), write a brp*ng apead rt mto BO wpm. LocsfiorcEC*. 

Pleese send CV by 17 December to: 
Gabriefle Koonfn 
Office Manager 

Mkkei Business PIubBcations Europe Ltd 
International Press Centre 
7B Shoe Lane 
London EG4A 4JB 
FBx: 0171 5836837 
E-Malb gabyc@glbalneLco.uk 
Strictly no ^endes 


•> - • •••?: .. ; . - 

.:.wa .i-» - j Si.-j.--T -_ /j.-.^,. v-• J. %’ 


DRAKE INTERNATIONAL 
CITY HKH FLTB1 dra E24JK»4-as tan 
&nton of 30+ to dewdep ttn dntaqpv nktettoc rata h t Ugh 
proOfi Qy Cospsiy. I you Mr* i good asm propre a taa to ritei 
md wet tea sort of Job yon can mly git year Wh tab, Ote codd 
te yawitaa cam but 

Cal dane Cnraday at tha C8y Branch oo 0171 481 0117 
START N8NQAY £25,090 

Oymmfc Mtat End eacapaiy naad a sbxtoid sHted PA 
tu n n a krid y. Lnvrty ona Id ore lob. Cal Marta Thenw Faalay 
In Covant Qmrtan 0171 240 SIS 

MTBWAnWAL AUnttNEBB SECRETARY E16JB0 
Ona of on most utotyuus d s p atmanb ta tea ssbUshad 
anpvg iHM ai Bxcfitag opputu^r for j«l Uring yor admin A 
Sacnriarid sfdfa you can dm ten dat yotfa made at to 
canmra an tea Wdsr of iwxaaai Shartand & Ranch prat but 
dart Id t dap ya B yoy tewrt gal team! 
ad KATE BURTON D171 405 2927 

PARLATE fTAUAW £14-15,086 
Oo yw and han a pantan tor tee Man frngsav? Do yoo spate k 
flaenfly aad md to me ■ to yoor evaqr day wmrktoo omtaneto? AI 
you need b a raMraun of a yamauabrW osparianca to npport a 
toam of ate m t au far fc band la W1. Kbmdadga to ntodmrs 
BssantaL Fbfesfc opporknty 

on llarihtoi 0171 405 2087. 


<fe 


11 


AMPTONS 

INTERNATIONAL 


SALES AND LETTINGS 
NEGOTIATORS 

We are currently H i u nin » m i m liKl roittrori»e»r«» 
imfl’rirtoais who belivo they have tee drive and talent to 
walk band in hand with chc most progressive Erode Agency 
in the cotmtry. 

Both experience an oon-experieneed should 

apply in writing to: 

Mrs. Sarah Gore 

nimiytui. Im »ih m il—I 

50 Brignrvt Rond 
London SW1V IRQ 
Fax: 0171 834 0610 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

f&jmOLQQQ 

OurcJ^isseektngatop-fffghtPA.1or 
their prestigious offices in Watford. You 
\Mfi be involved to the production and 
cotiation of financial statistics arid 
reconciliation’s of head office acco u nt s, 
diary and meeting management, minute 
taking, handling aB correspondence and 
aetkifting when required using both e- 
maoi and totter form. Our client is ideaBy 
seeking a person of graduate level, 25 
years +. 

WATFORD 
rah 647. 

Select Appointments pic. 

Tel01814276344, Fax01818613723 

s61£et/ 



ALL ROUND ASSISTANT WANTED FOR 

The London Mews Company 

Estate Agency near Hyde Park. We need 
someone who is livefy.Drlght, well-spoken, 
interested in property sales and is a team 
player to help our current admin sec run a 
sales office that gets franticafly busy, DTP, 
WP, fax, reception, filing, photocopymg...the 
lot No two days the same. 

Good salary. 

C.V. to Antoine Lurot, 

37-41 Sussex Place, London W2 ZTH. 
Noagendas. 


PA to Partner 

£254)86 

W# wm WTtohq b m fimkaa ID i R 
A»«ebro. Bu. Mb (to qffac rod Wrol 


limuuil 


I < Ht I ( ci:tmu>:> 
i ! \ -1 . 



GERMAN SKRtory far busy 
Aichftects, WL £19^80 - FRENCH - 

bdgts. crop— Me far Twfat On KX cawoa 
tatMutMaMvOUa 


UI7I T'l 440*7 




Office Administrator 


DSA is a smafl but busy Madia Consultancy 
of fe ring a range erf services to aB areas of toe 
advertising, media & marketing industry. . 

Operating across three core, areas. Training, 
Evaluation and Research, wb need a bright, 
organised person to undertake secretarial and 
a d mi ni str a tio n duties, most spe cifica lly wahjn obr 
training function, as well as performing soma PA 
duties for the MD. You must be able to type 
{copy & audfo) 40 wpm and be proficient with 
Microsoft. Word and P o w erpoint An 
understariefng of Access and Bocd-woirfd toe a 
di stinct advantage. Suit a first or second Jobber 
between the ages of 18-22. Salary between £12k- 
£14k dependent oh abffity and experience^ 1 

CVswtth cove ri ng fetter fa n JnBeClaydon, - 
DSA, Vl^tant House, 120 WRtoitBoad, : 

London SW1V1JZ. 


Global Consl LTANC> 


£28,000 Package 

a nnhmc Mamficmmi CoroolwKT ' 

» lookrog 6* * - 2S? t SSS 

W ro rid dwr extremely rocccwM wa*M c 
Voa «■ be «PP°? °S 
tbetr licctie mamaantl idMria, «bte 
SgvZr advanced g* * 

SuTtocfaro: edge pnsematroro. Pre nrie tea, 
opportunity to oxganwe orofenawc*. w^rtxBte 

SSSwccfa and w deal on a dady b» vmh ate 

to prioritise a chaHcngng vtoritioaa ano ac rooCTgjora 
refcr^Xtbcy can expand and deve^ For dro^aod 
many more efaaBengingoppottomoc* pleareeaBsiww 

ComaHad to equal opportunities . 

0171 814 0800 


(§Ss 


Angela rv“crt:m- 


IT in the City 


£25,000 

An exrioqg o p p om nnt y has msea far as anbckni 
individual with proven camxmmcatian date to join «. 
-young, dynamic City orpniuBon. Working with a 
proactive, project driven IT Director, who cnewnges 
and motivates ha suS. die role will involve altering a 
busy international jcbeduic write a hccric tocaal dwty. 
Along with event organising, yon Wtfl atar be ' 
icqpoatible for drafting hi* cotreap orefax e and eo- 
onimaring deadline driven assignments. A good 
knowledge of Microsoft Office and lODwpm teorttand 
are B necessity along with over four yean' toperita arx 
a senior kveL For this and many more ffcifc^ p n g 
oppotnmitics please call us now. 

• Committtd to apa! oppatumlia 


0171 814 0800 


6 $±\ 


Angela Mortimer 


In i i .[{national Team Play? :■:> 
WiTU El KOPFAN LAN(;IA(,! v 


£19,000 ++ (and Banking Bau) 1 

One of die major iu t emariot al banks Irani in tea Gty 
vraJi nffiw* world-wide it tiuicid) rrtnntmg KfuJ 
m iri ia -mpu l Kotnria. As yoa wiQ be working » prat of 
a d y n ami c and met team yon wS txajoy uuiug 
ti^x daadBnra, and c unt r ibu ting to daily Lhilli i ^u . 
T with internal and exte r nal cbexns on tec 

P m n i i i wii as ndl as min»ging complex dtarirs vfl 
require your astner commamodoo dob. Yoo wil da ire 
and develop in dns mnhfcataml m v itoumeae. W4W, 
Excd and PPT. and 50wpm typing eutnod. Oar cfcax 

. Picawr caB Fabicnsc, Matthew or Mooia oo 0171 8148800 
or fix yoarCV an 0171 8140801. • 

; U . 0171 814 0800 • 


The mukifinpul Avinon of Aogclfl Mortkncr 


Adecca 


Alfred Marks 


H CAREER CRACKERS !*! 

We cat gade jnu ino a new rower nrfri novl 
kprb tf|Mi Laities - nmsfiara nddto 

D^ay&axavBar(q>Barintiffa^ i enica)-f25k* - 
Grafted Arastraa - Q0k+* 
WPOpBatan-CiakOOc . 

Mua haw 100S sUfe oo Power point fitctl Word to advanced fc>d 
Ate 

OfnaOOOROMATOfl-QQk-** 

FOR MORE INFORMATION REASE CONTACT 9*1A OR ffiOCUE 
ON 017M3M2O. OR K>* IN AI® SS L6 AT 10ft OXFORD 
. STRffT. 1STRO0R ••• 

OKMEVBSNGTOMBn’UNnLIM - 


THE^BfeTIMES 
Vdehcrime 




The Times Creme de la Creme is the 
place to advertiOT any secretarial or 
administration vacanres. We are proud cf 
the caOxe of ojt readership and the 
success rate the section offers, 
established over 20 years and continuing 
togrow... 

The Times has 748,000 female Feeders, ' 
. with over247,000 of them intendbigto 
change jobs within the next 6 months, 
maybe you have the vacancy they are 
looking for. _ 

•For further information please cafl the ■' 
Cr6me de la crime lean on - . 

01716806806 

-Soma mis January 07* Juna or 
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Junior Secretary 
Private Clant Investment 


general secrotariai 
■upportandiaoepBontet 

duties. 

Apptyj nwiMnB trite CV to 
MsTtonmndaFUto 


9htw(. London WTXarvk. 


HOWE 

Sec/Attnin. Aatoateni 

■SKKgiSS" 

^ gfwfapradto onT 

Itty OM gnmp ity 

“■*1 CIQMMaNDii, 

PteBBfatWte 

0171 7300157. 




PAtoTheExacatfif* 
Director A . 

ofa 



rood yaw Oftoe- 
SoottNawtend 
40i Hoor, 5 WkxiK xe 
London. W1HBLA 


or Rr 01714634757. 


ALL BOX NUMBER 
REPLIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: 

BO* No> 

c/e TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O. BOX 35E3 , 

VmtaiOAST. 
LONDON, El 9QA 
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SflUERS 


YOU probably already 
know how to use Find and 
Replace to locate and 
change words in Microsoft 
Word, and you may have 
discovered that you can 
use it to find and replace 
styles. But you can also use 
d to change other docu¬ 
ment features. 

Just load a document, 
press Control-H or choose 
Edit /Replace, then dick 
on the More button, and a 
list of extra features wflj 
pop up. You can find and 
replace fonts, paragraphs, 
languages, frames, tabs, 
style* and highlights. 

You could highlight a 
sentence that needs check¬ 
ing. to remind yourself not 
to publish or print it with¬ 
out doing so. Then you 
could use Find and Re¬ 
place to find highlighted 
text, remove the highlight¬ 
ing and make any neces¬ 
sary changes. 

Here is a seasonal dp. If 
you want to know how 
many shopping days there 
are until Christmas, run 
Excel and type 
=’’25/12/97"- M 03/12/97’’ 
tyou should get 23 as the 
answer). Don’t forget the 
quotation marks, or the 
equals sign. You can use it 
to calculate the time to go 
to any date. 

Chris Ward 


For those who are unhappy with their jobs, this is the season to start looking around, says S usan MacDonald 

Moving experience for secretaries 

A good' secretary is hard to grumpy boss. “It is L-. : • ' T " I andre camara , 

find — and come the new important to be in I in Ip ^ everything. If you are 

year will become even the right job because sv*T-“ =-.'W. : ^ 1 P rofe * l s,0 . n ? 1 wretary who can wal 

harder. Whv? Because. «nur lifefc \ -«w 1 ™«™ny _leawe in in and pick up the fhreads with r 


A good secretary is hard' to 
find — and come the new 
year will become even 
harder. Why? Because, 
many secretaries get that new year, 
new job feeling. 

Traditionally this is the time when 
they collect their bonuses and wave 
goodbye to their bosses. The result¬ 
ing vacancies means it is also a good 
time for secretaries thinking of 
making a move to put out feelers. 

Joslin Rowe, the City recruitment 
consultants, derided to court the 
type of secretaries they need on their 
books by holding an open evening 
last week, in their City offices, with 
drinks and snacks and a presenta¬ 
tion from an image consultant 
The idea was that secretaries 
could come along after office hours 
to chat about their jobs as well as 
finding out what was on offer. For 
some it was a chance to express in 
confidence their dissatisfaction with 
the job they were doing to people 
who might be in a position to find 
them a better one. Others were 
already an the consultancy's books 
and this was a chance to meet the 
people they dealt with in a relaxed 
atmosphere. 

Those who were unhappy in their 
jobs were understandably unwilling 
to give their names. One woman 
was desperate to change from one 
job to another but wanted to stay in 
the City. Her skills, she said, were 
going to pot while she spent her 
days running trivial errands for her 


grumpy boss. “It is L. ; ■. 

important to be in 

the right job because « y ^-:: =-. 

so much of our life is 

spent in the office. I 

was hooked on the 

prestige of a top job 

but' after this expert- 

enoe I realise that it's [jaa^^p 

more important to be ^ 

working in the right HEl 

atmosphere with a 

positive bunch of 

people.” she said, 

Another woman . 
worked for a com- 
pany which was relo- 
eating and. she did 
nor want to move 
with them. She was HggpgO 
looking for a job in 
London’s Dock- a gjpfl MMP 
lands, which is be- 
coming increasingly H«||y|i|! 
popular with finance 
houses, because she * «. 

loved the atmo- 
sphere there. 

Two others wanted High-flyi 

to exchange their 
City jobs for one in London’s West 
End. They hated what they called 
the City's hostile banking environ¬ 
ment “We want something a bit 
more creative, with colleagues who 
actually say good morning to you. " 
said one. 

Karen Burge. Melissa McRae, 
Kylie Smith and Sara Knight, all 
high-flying temps, exchanged infor¬ 







High-flying temps: from left Karen Burge. Melissa McRae. Kylie Smith and Sara Knight 


mation on their jobs. All were happy 
in what they were doing but wanted 
to meet Joslin Rowe’s staff. Their 
jobs were typical of those available 
in City finance sector. Working for a 
bank, a temp can earn between 
£9.50 and £10 an hour (though they 
get no benefits). 

Ms Burge. 24. had been working 
for RGB underwriters for just one 


week and was nor sure how long the 
job would last. Ms McRae, 27, 
arrived from New Zealand in April 
and is an administrative assistant 
with the Royal Bank of Canada, in 
the electronic banking and cash 
management, Europe; department 
Ms Smith, 22, works in the auction 
department of Sedgwick Oakwood. 
Lloyds underwriting agents. Ms 


WORE CAMARA 

• ftjd Knight. 35. is filling 

-f.•--<! In «or someone on 

maternity leave in 
names administra¬ 
tion in the same firm. 

With the confi¬ 
dence that Austra- 
.. ; . ^ Uans often seem bom 

with, Ms Smith 
iQ'z" : ri‘*~ made it seem that 

t - getting a top job was 

a of cake. “I 
to £<*1 arrived in England 
in April, walked in to 
Jos!in Rowe in the 

W kL ' ' - jf summer and landed 

.v/laBE fr ni y l 0 * 5 tt ithin wo 

:weeks -" she sa id. 
W.' . Sharon Keane was 

B consultancy's “star 

pupil" She had re¬ 
cently taken the 
plunge and resigned 
from her job in a 
large US finance 
house in the City 
. after “five years of 

ra Knight misery", she said. 

“Resigning has 
changed my life. Before.' I was 

always negative and depressed — 
ask my husband. Now I feel on top 
of the world.” 

Ms Keane. 29. is doing temporary 
work now and will only go perma¬ 
nent again if the job of her dreams 
comes along. “1 have been working 
at 3 P Morgan for the past ten days. 
Next week it will be a new office and 


new everything. If you are a 
professional secretary who can walk 
in and pick up the threads with no 
difficulty you are really appreciat¬ 
ed,” she said. 

Why is she a star? Perhaps 
because she is assertive. She lisTed 
her good points as being"cheerful, 
honest, relaxed, open to suggestions, 
having excellent skills and a vast 
experience in ihe City". 

Wendy Clark of CMB Image 
Consultants offered advice on offire 
dress, hairstyles and make-up. 
“Your choice of clothes should 
reflect the image of your company." 
she said. “Keep accessories lo a 
minimum, don't go for an unprofes¬ 
sional hairstyle. Research shows 
that women who don't wear make¬ 
up are not noticed as much as those 
who do — bui use it sparingly." 

These professional secretaries 
had linle io learn about image, 
although one sportingly volunteered 
to be analysed by Ms Clark. 
“Because you are petite you should 
shorten your skirt slightly and a 
bright red shin would look better 
with that jacket, considering your 
colouring." 

It was like water off a duck's back. 
"1 wear blue most of the time," she 
said, as the woman alongside her 
nodded in agreement. “Would your 
friend like some advice, too?"’ Ms 
Clark asked. “She’s not a friend, 
she's nty buss.” came rhe answer. 
And that sums up the radical 
changes in office life. 


Telephone: 
0171 680 6806 



Fax: 

0171 782 7586 


’£*|fc s .$£SS5, _, . 
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City & West End 
Temporary Recepdonisfs Needed 

£730-£&50 per hour + great PERM prospects 

Boom vow frtiitt 'pffit by Karkagi far some fan and mriring 
Lvmpjnuc. a die run up loQinamat lEnatt Arts and Media to 
l.l V. iW kjBp ah voo’rc aociabie and preseauMc with a dear 
'(waking «nkr and pood reception experience. you’ll fit easily 
into dtix one of these pourran*. E'en if you’re looting for 
wmeihtng pcmcmisH. don't rao» mi because if you're good 
enough thr. job could be yna first OnifliOas present. CaH m 
rhju to urcuic ooe of time fab bankings' 


1 S' - 21 j-m-.vn V Jjrm-'N. I Ml ! i *>11!' 

I-.h'jtim.v ".'-I! i ;:i: vj“! VJ 
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St James’s, SW1 

‘Just a reaHy moe job!’ 

c£l9,000 + bonus, pens 

Beatniful nrw oJIkfv. a gnat ooe-uvoae PA rate and 
civ lined finun: Utis unman, who taw offices all over the 
wortd and wxnl with hift net worth iiKhtiihuh & wealthy 
■oganhaftop*. are kicking tor someone to join dm in this 
busy wmarutl role. You most hate SOupm t>T>ios and 
MUire vebd woit experience (about 1 yri behind you. It's a 
vuuug, vocal cwryu py to if san'oe tooting Tor a lovely 
vx-tetarial job with yrofemoeal. leain spirited people who 
are tnnkinc fnrwsd u> BHiicg their newest member of staff 
vert krone, call » now. 


lb-21 Jcl'tm II Mr.'V’.. X I Oitdcu SW 1 \ CiHP 

TWi-pIx/m: l'l“l '.•4 “.’4; !• 'i!Tl “,'4 32<>0 
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“Classic, chic, contemporary M . 
breaking the mould” 

c£23>£06 +25 days hob, bops, fab da cot mts , free parking 

He bewofc&l lom) Bade by hugely and rapaSy 

uunmiy at JvabjHv (he bmet md mud umg ia (Act iam in 
dm Minn world! They now 'need a (aacotk PA iwnh good ti aniliawl - 
90wpo pkne] id vat for thrir nnady d un w i ng . young MD. Thr 
n annnf h nr. R quhe hamoc nod c n ti i inn u ial Jo yea nut drive on 
uiog your on re w e d nt dcaa and be an d u nlini vdf-nancr. If yon 
link you can handle the twhioo preu, pin hmy red fhrdaln. 

. o gui le a t—— *■ party and bMe null me of the meat hlhi nii»l 
nAndnak a the (elans basnen «D in a day'» wort (hen lias rate a lor 
yen! Yen don't and rey exfavax m dm field, mpty Ihe pft of 
nanm co nwni n in aten tkdh. a pood fandn and __ (panes of 
enthpstnsm, because thn's «tm you’d fin] ion of hoc! 


Js-2i .It- it msi Mfici.M liinu". ( << 11 <I <111 n filll’ 
i<J« p!’.«n<- *»l“l “.'4 “J4I l.sisimili 0l“l ".'4 '2fi« 
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Slough, Berkshire 
Operations Coordinator 
to £18,000 + car parking + package 

‘Happy ’ is the one wont that sums up this company. There's 
a teal buzz when you waft through the door and everyone is 
so nice! They're looking for someone aged 21+ to work as 
lhe Operations Cootdmaior in Training. This role is more 
Admin based dun se c r et aria l (30wpm typing needed), so 
you'll need 1 yra office experience. This is the perfect job for 
someone who has imdadve, good communtcaoso stills and 
will thrive working with a team of young and lively people. 
If you am the right person, then the prospects within tins 
company are endless. Graduates welcome. 


!S-2) li'Cim nM .[;inu">'s. I.oiM'iin NU l\ til 11* 
IVIf»>l5.am-:‘«»7I 7.:j 734! I acsimiK : iil“! “24 ,)2(.(' 
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People Power 

£23,000 + Boons + Benefits 

Polished, oonfideoi and a strong cturaacr we the qwditkx that 
this fabulous West End Company are ticking for- You'll be 
westing as a PA in a busy environment in lovely offices with ihc 
nicest bunch of people that you could hope to mecL Great 
interpersonal stills are a must, because you'll be arranging 
Client and CtoMut as wcD as uavd mueraries etc. 

This pccilioG requires good sec dullt 60+wpm typing (audio A 
copy, no riVfa nec. J, and you should have a sound knowledge oT 
Microsoft Word. Experience in Finance or Exec. Search wuukl 
also be useful! If you air 26-40 yrre of age and think you fit the 
bill, don't waste my more nine - call ns mn ! 


IS-21 Jt-rmwi MmT. si .laiws's. F.<<ntl<r(t SW hill* 
IVk’phoiio: 01 “I 7.14 7.141 I .trsiniik-: 0171 ".’4 3260 
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Bi-Lingual Le g^^p "® 

Secretaries £ @^^fe £; 

Ffarikfurt/DQsselcMrf 

. . . 7 ;^^;: 

C -il “from nflfl 'ty'/l ■■ - 


MAINE-TUCKER 

U 1 C R 1 ; \ I M I N r CONM'l 1 A N T ,S 


Trendy Camden 
C£18,G0G 

This smut and hyper snazzy company needs a 
Secretary to help a team of three partners. They are a 
great bunch of architects who are looking for 
someone who is friendly, extrovert and doesn’t mind 
hand li n g a variety of different duties; from general 
typing, answering telephones 10 keeping diaries. A 
well organised mind is therefore a necessity. You 
will need 50 wpm typing and be able to use Word. If 
this position grabs your attention, gel on that phone 
and call us now! 


1S - 2 I Jenin n Si reel. Si Janus's, I.nmlnn SW IY 6 HI’ 
J ckpliinu-: 0171 7. 1 4 7.-.4I Faoimile: 0171 7.)4 ,'2W) 


EXPERIENCED 
PJL/5ECRFTARY 
for INTHINATTONAL 
DESIGNBt FASHION 
COMPANY 

The wgohsU appBont a* 
pcaren « eei d d mr . bright 
panonriky and demonstrate 

arang k I im A kjjw i b k 00 
ota on t wried md imrwdag 
role. W opericnce esmtthL 
Exenler* ntey ofcrai Apply in 
writtig wufa U CV. md draft 
of osrant nbry package to; 
Ra£ MLHA. 12 Hhde Street, 
London W1M SAa 


Salary: from DM 58 .QQ' 0 -p:a. 




. ft r rx -T 

Clifford Chance’s inrcmatioaal'ippicCKX'^as grown m rcccn^ years,. 
rvsull of this expansion we $&*** bt-tngual; secrecari^yn^»' 

minimum of rwo years ‘ 

lawyers in cither our Frankfurt 

... ■ I _ T*. *. I w»a4x >y rirvr^rl : lrinn3*£(ii r'. * 


You will n«J n. be compuwr^M^^ ; 

of Windows 95 and cxperiew»^:‘#^^^^ ; ^: " -.7 

You musr be well organised. ^ 

admiiiistrarivc tasks- lr is 

and English. ' 

]f you are intcresred m this 
Teresa King, International 

Londun EC1A4J1. Tel: (1171 <W 

e-mail: Moa.ki«W> diirordchanccxom-- ' 





CLIFFORD 

j; or mo rc information about rhe firm, visit b«f S^ 
htrp^www.cli ffordcha nce.com 


•.A : r - 





M A I N E - T U C K E R 

K I- < It I I r MINI O N S i: l ! A N T s 


True PA in the Comfort Zone 

np to £25,000 + great prospects 

If you ore aged between 34 aid 32 you could be about m land 
lhe cracker of all jobs. In dn« fab position you'll be waiting * 
PA to the MD alanpade » group of pcc^Ar all of a &unilar age 
that thrive in Urn lively and social atmosphere. Read an 
beraitw it pets better. - tbc company is based m South 
Kensington, and you are eligible io apply for this position even 
if you arc a second jobber! You will need 2 yean xrv. 
experience because SOwpm sMi and 50wpcn typing are a must 
so that you can keep up with your boss's busy schedule. )f)au 
want to make ibcxc Christmas lights shine, call ns mu' 


1X-21 .k-t myu Struct. Si Jutnvs's. I.nml<m SW 1\ 6HI’ 
l'i'k|)h<m». - : 0171 734 7341 Fatsimik-: (1171 7A4 32f»0 
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M A 1 N E - T U C K E R 


R !•, C n l'- I i' V I; N I' {'. O N ,S i. I. I A N T S 


PA to Executive Director 

No sh/h nec! 

np to £24,000 + priv health 

This company, hased I mmine from Bond SL are looking for a 
bright, keen PA io woik for a new Director. The job's totally new 
and be wants yon to be very actively involved in his projects - 
research, nvoniinatc and provide real righl hand secretarial 
support. Perhaps you're working for a team and now you'd like 
the chance lo be more of an Executive Secretary? It's a small 
company so you mutt enjoy working as pan of a clow-fcmi team 
tage 25+1. Numeracy is an advantage, as well as rood sec stills 
ibO wpm typing). Begin at ihe beginning & sun afresh and bring 
your expervmce and talents lo this oreanrsalion! 


Ik 21 .Urmyn Struct.Si.lumus'<,l.nttdtut<>Hl* 
rdi-plinnc: 11171 724 734] I'^csimik-: 0171 7.'4 32fiH 





M AINE-TUCKE R 


R u C. R \: \ T V. r. N T CONS U 1- l A NTS 


Lots of Fun In W1 
Up to £18,000 + Med 

A small team within a reputable company are looking 
for a sec who con organise Lbem and knock (heir admin 
into shape. Its perfect for someone who’s not intended 
in a purely secretarial role and wants to be more 
involved with the "goings on" in the team. A sense of 
humour is a must and someone who is presentable and 
has initiative is going \o really enjoy this great position. 
You’ll need Windows experience and SO wpm typing. If 
you’re interested call us now - you won’t he 
disappointed! 


IS-21 Jinmn St reel, St J-.imes’s. London SU IT' 6Hf 
Telephone: 0171724 7341 Facsimile: 0171 734 3200 




The company: A large, highly 
successful, leading publishing 
company based in West London. 

Thr role: PA support to the 
Director of Legal Affairs and his 
team. A varied pcs it on working 
at a senior level in a busy and 
fast moving environment 

Thr essentials: Good level ot 
secretarial skills to include short¬ 
hand; thrive in a busy environ¬ 
ment, the ability to liaise at all G 
levels, with a mature and capa¬ 
ble attitude. 


legal 


amirs 


publishing 

PA -£19.000 




WEST ::<j OFFICE tel: 0171 484 4458 fax.- 017? 434 4489 
CITY OFFICE tsl: 0171 283 4854 fax.: 0171 283 4894 


-- Sfc 




M A I N E - T U C K E R 

R i c; R ; !' M 1. N I c () N S 11 1. T A N I S 


JUST TWO MONTHS OR MORE 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED— 

Junior Reception (PR) 

£13-15,000 + Bonus + Med 

Hiis fanuwiic young company, tinninl in trendy ncu 
offices in Victoria are looking for a briehi ipark. aged 
between 19-24. io run their Reception. You'll be invoked in 
various fun admin duties & doing a little ba:k-up typing 
when necessary <35 wpm i. If you are eager, polished and 
have an efficient and friendly telephone manner caU us now 
for this great opportunity! 


1X-21 JcTmyii Xlreel. SI .Jitim-sN. I.nndon NU It (>H1T 
I ck ftlioui-; 1)171734 7341 lAicsimik-: <H7| 734 32r>0 | 




The company: Britain^ lead¬ 
ing career consultancy based in 
the bead of London's West End. 
The role: Fully involving and 
varied leauitmerd co-ordinator 
role incorporating the organisa¬ 
tion of seminars and events, mar¬ 
keting, research, presentations 
aad some office management. 
Thr essentials? A self starter with 
confidence, initiative, and enthu¬ 
siasm together with good sec sWIs 
(40+ wpm typing); advanced Excel 
(essential); experience within a 
customer sennas/accoum hand¬ 
ling background a must 


’.VEST £KD OFFICE tel: 0T71 4S4 4488 fat: Cl71 434 4459 
CITY DFFiSE tel: SI71 233 4054 fax: AT7’ 253 OS4 


■Tlf . 

opportunity 

real 

responsibility 


£17,000 


CORDON-YATES 


ReceptiOfusVPA/Admin 

Us -a new and tapidy expanding Sobohaaed company, 
and impressivw efient base, bright future 

You - nwrtnmwi, parsonabto, orgarusad. team fteyer. 
chearfd. professional. carMent esha soU eorporeto 
recaption 6 office admin experience. 

Sounds too much to ask_or just like you? 

Roe to the challenge and send you- CV and a covering 
lunar to Pleew Ropfy to Box No 8820 

Salary negotiable. 


PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


LEGAL LA CRiiME 


PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


OFFICE MANAGER 

Required tor orwes 
gqiapmartt suppier in 
Ctnwicfc. 

Musi be stite to take control 
rod hnpwa orgmtsafcn on 
□var-raoy ratal town. 
Baud wttbfci tap London 
HaafltiCauJ. 

PHwtt heeWicaru end satary 


01819943566. 


j.y.Jt; n>ji »rgJt^jh 




310? 


CREME DE LA CREME 



Bilinaual PA 


£22,000-225,000 

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? 

kitomawnnai West End arcfiteaural practice am saakng a 
aWtguai PA AHnjgh you wilt be workn; in an irtormai 
erwnrerwni uw demarxla am mgn you mV have pots t* energy 
and an even tamper 1 
Dubes nctiae* 

- Transtamn (ram German into Engfisn and wee versa 

■ Secretarial txacfcup on al German projects 
“ Orgarasng meetxigs. 

* OreCBn lecue programme and travel arrangements 

■ Generation or oan correspondence 

• Reerurtnwnt of wAiWuuraMn start 

■ AoduCng ptssentaban nqdonal on OuariiExpress 

THs I n ta ra aPng and varied position mild suit • pm-acthra 
HR atertar vritb an Interest m archRaeture. If tUi pealdon la 
of Manat bran ptoaaa call AIM quoting 
rwtaw nea T1/M75 on 0171 377 6222 or fax CV to 
0171 S77 1022. 

EDEN BROWN RECRUITMENT 
2 Plough Yard. London EC2A 3LP 
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HJ LAW 

House of Lords 


Law Report December 31997 


Courts-Martial Appeal Court 


When cause against valuer arises Sentencing in the military context 


of Chievcley. 
™ajauncey of Tafiichetde. Lord 

*** NkhoK 

and lord Hoffmann 

[Speeches November Z71 

cause of action on a 

53gE»5r 

*jSSS3SST“ 

qSSZS: 3 of the Rules of 

8 *w 3 court no 
PW m backdate an order for 
i <late on which jude- 

been given in a kw 

The House of Lords had inher* 
cot jurisdiction to award interest 
on damages and costs paid by the 
d ~ endants *o the plaintiffs pursu¬ 
it to orders of the trial judge and 
JEPl ? 1 01 Apt** 1 and ordered 

cy tne House or Lords on appeal to 
be repaid. 

The House of Lords gave judg- 
! BenI following the resumed near- 
™8 an foe question of interest, 
adjourned sme die in its judgment 
®Ppeal from Banque Bruxelles 
Lamben SA v Ecgle Star In- 
wnma Co Ltd (The Times June 
24. IWfc pQ97] AC 191). 

Mr Simon Berry, QC and Mr 
Jonathan Ferris for the defendants, 
Edward Erdiram Group Ltd; Mr 
Briggs, QC and Mr 
David Blayney for the plaintiffs, 
Nykredit Mortgage Bank pic. 

LORO NICHOLLS said that in 
Banque Bruxelles the House had 
given judgment in the present and 
f two other appeals concerning the 

measure of damages payable to 
lenders by valuers who had neg¬ 
ligently overvalued property pro¬ 
vided as security for loans. 


In die present appeal the House 
had decided, for the reasons given 
by Lord Hoffmann, that the mea¬ 
sure was limited to the amount of 
the overvaluation. That had been 
£1.4 million. 

Section 35A(1) of the Supreme 
Court Act 1981 inserted by section 
15fl) of and Schedule I. Part I to the 

Administration of Justice Act 1982. 
empowered the court to award 
simple interest on the rfnmagps- 
**... for all or any part of the period 
between the date whenthe cause of 
aetkm arose and... (b)... the date 

of the judgment" 

The plaintiffs claimed that then- 
cause of action had arisen in 
March 1990, at the date of the loan 
transaction, when they had suf¬ 
fered an immediate Loss. The 
defendants contended that it had 
not arisen until the property had 
been sold in February 1993 , when 
the plaintifis had bear visited with 
the consequence of foe valuation 
being wrong. 

The cause of action in cases in 
tort arose when the plaintiff first 
sustained damage. Thus the ques¬ 
tion was what was meant by 
'‘damage" in the context of daims 
for toss that was purefy financial 
or economic. 

In Forster v Outred & Co QI9S2] 

1 WLR 86 , 94) Lord Justice 
Stephenson had accepted die sub¬ 
mission of Mr Stuart-Smith, QC 
"What is meant by actual damage? 
Mr Stuart-Smith says that it is any 
detriment, liability or loss capable 
of assessment in money terms ... 
There has to be some actual 
damage." His Lordship agreed, 
adding only that foe loss had to be 
relevant, foiling within foe mea¬ 
sure of damage applicable id foe 
wrong in question. 

When. then, did foe lender first 
sustain measurable, relevant kiss? 


The first step was to identify the 
retevanr measure of loss. 

Typically, in the case of a 
negligent valuation of an intended 
loan security, die basic compari¬ 
son called for was between foe 
amount lent few foe plaintiff, which 
he would still have had in the 
absence of the loan transaction, 
plus interest at a proper rate, and 
the value of foe rights acquired, 
namely the borrowers covenant 
and the true value of the over¬ 
valued property. 

However, a valuer was ikk liable 
for all the consequences foal 
flowed from the hander entering 
into foe transaction. He was liable 
only for the consequences 
attributable to foe deficiency in the 
valuation. 

If foe bask comparison threw up 
a loss, it was necessary do inquire 

further and see what part of the 
loss was foe consequence of the 
deficiency in the security. 

Typically, foe answer to that 
further inquiry would correspond 
with the amount of the loss as 
shown by the bask comparison, 
for the lender would not have 
entered into the transaction had he 
been property advised, but be 
Broiled to the extent of the 
overvaluation. 

That had been the measure 
applied in foe present case. The 
plaintiffs had suffered a lass, 
including unpaid hu g es t, of over 
E3 million. Of that loss the amount 
attributable to the defendants' 
incorrect valuation had been £1.4 
million. 

The bask comparison gave rise 
to issues of fact The moment at 
which it first revealed a loss would 
depend on the facts of each case. 
Such difficulties as there might be 
were evidential and practical not 
difficulties in principle. 


Move to restore jurisdiction 
lost by appeal tribunal 


Practice Statement (Employ¬ 
ment Appeal Tribunal: 
Jurisdiction) 

Following foe derision of the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal in 
Pertdragon pic v Jackson (The 
Times November 12) that (hat 
tribunal did not have jurisdiction 
to hear appeals from derisions 
where foe industrial tribunal's 
jurisdiction derived horn the 
Industrial Tribunals Act 1996, 
namely complaints of damages for 
breach of contract. Mr Justice 
Morison. President of EAT. ex¬ 
plained on November 24 the steps 
being taken to cope with the 
problem which the derision had 
caused in the context of proposals 
10 rectify the legislation. 

MR JUSTICE MORISON said 
that prior to the hearing of the 
Pendnagon appeal there had been 


inserted into the Employment 
Rights (Dispute Resolution) BiQ. a 
clause giving back to the EAT foe 
jurisdiction it previously had and 
making the changes retrospective: 
Statutory jurisdiction was likely to 
be restored in April 1998. 

Until corrective legislation had 
been enacted no breach of contract 
appeals would be listed for 
heiuing. 

It did not follow that in every 
case where a breach of contract 
had been alleged that the EAT did 
not have jurisdiction. 

Jurisdiction to hear appeals 
against decisions relating to 
constructive dismissal remained 
intact as it did in relation to 
derisions dealing with unlawful 
deduction from wages. Further, an 
apiieal would lie against a derision 
which dealt with a breach of 


contract claim where the appeal 
dM not concent that Issue. 

Where an appeal related to more 
than one head of complaint, for 
example, unfair dismissal coupled 
with a claim for damages for 
wrongful dismissal, the appeal 
would have to be postponed. 

During foe P endragon case 
counsel had raised the possibility 
of an appeal to foe High Court as 
an interim measure. It was not 
necessary to say whether such an 
appeal could be made but it was 
expected foal any such appeals 
would take more than a year to 
crane on for hearing. 

It was hoped that the jurisdiction 
problem would have been put 
right wen before any appeal could 
be heard by any other route. 

Queries by parties could be 
raised with the EAT listing office. 


In die present case the bor¬ 
rower's covenant had been worth¬ 
less. The borrower had defaulted 
at once, and foe amount font, £2.45 
million, had at all times exceeded 
foe true value of foe property. £ 2.1 
million. 

Thus foe cause of action had 
arisen at the time of foe transaction 
or thereabouts. By December 1990 
foe plaintiffs bad sustained their 
full allowable loss of £1.4 million. 
Simple interest should be awarded 
on that amount from December 12, 
1990 until judgment. 

In its substantive judgment, the 
House had ordered foe plaintiffs to 

pay, inter alia, the costs incurred 
by foe defendants in the COurt of 
Appeal on the issue of quantum. 

The defendants sought interest 
in respect of those costs from the 
date on which judgnunt had been 
given in foe Court of Appeal They 
sought an order similar to the 
backdated order that the Court of 
Appeal had approved in Kuwait 
Airways Corporation v Iraqi Air¬ 
ways Co (No 2) 01994) I WLR 985). 

In that case tin Court of Appeal 
which bad founded its jurisdiction 
in Order 42, rule 3 of the Rules of 
the Supreme Court, had been 
hired into error. 

Statute apart, courts had no 
power to award interest on oasts, 
and. however desirable it might be 
for the court to have power to order 
foe payment of interest on costs 
from a date earlier than the date on 
which foe court gave judgment, 
such a power could not be 
squeezed out of Order 42, rule 3. 
Thar was no power to order 
imerest as sought by foe 
defendants. 

The effect of foe substantive 
decision of foe House had been 
that some of the money previously 
paid by the defendants to foe 
plaintiffs as damages and costs 
pursuant to orders of the trial 
judge and the Court of Appeal had 
fallen to be repaid to them. The 
question arose whether the House 
had jurisdiction to award interest 
on the money ordered to be repaid. 

The court had no general, inher¬ 
ent power re order foe payment of 
interest, but the result of die appeal 
to the House had been that, to foe 
extent indicated, orders made in 
foe courts below should not have 
been made. 

That result could be an idle 
exercise unless the House was able 
to make consequential orders that 
achieved, as nearly as reasonably 
practicable, the necessary restitu¬ 
tion. That required (hat in suitable 
cases it should have power to 
award interest on amounts 
ordered to be repaid. The power 
was derived bran its inherent 
jurisdiction and was possessed 
also by the Court of Appeal 

Lord Goff, Lord Jauncey and 
Lord Styroi agreed and Lord 
Hoffmann delivered a concurring 
opinion. 

Solicitors: Williams Davies 
Meltzer; Clifford Chance. 


Regina v Love 

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown. 
Mr Justice Roughs- and Mr Justice 
Astifl 

(Judgment November II) 

In considering . appeals against 
sentence under section 17 of foe 
Armed Forces Act 1996. which 
amended section S of the Courts- 
Martial Appeals Act 1968. foe 
Courts-Martial Appeal Court was 
exercising a somewhat hybrid 
jurisdiction. 

It was dear the Parliament 
intended that any injustice in a 
court-martial sentence should be 
corrected but the court also had to 
assess the seriousness of the 
offending in the context of service 
life and the need to maintain the 
discipline and efficiency of foe 
Armed Forces. 

The Courts-Martial Appeal 
Court so held in allowing an 
appeal by S Sgt Colin Gilbert Love. 
Royal Mfljtaiy Police, against a 
sentence imposed on June 6,1997. 
at a District Court-Martial held at 
Shornriiffe (Assistant Judge Ad¬ 
vocate-General Pearson) on bis 
plea of guilty to two charges 'of 
sending indecent or obscene ma¬ 
terial through the post, contrary to 
section 11(2) of the Post Office Act 
195Z. He bad been dismissed hum 
her Majesty's Service and reduced 
to the ranks. The court substituted 
fines of £100 on each count 

Mr Gordon Bebb for the 
appellant. 

LORD JUSTICE SIMON 


BROWN, giving foe judgment of 
foe court said there were certain 
observations to be made about (his 
new right of appeal and what 
should be the court's approach to 
h. 

The first point to make about 
appeals from court-martial sen¬ 
tences was thar foe sentences 
which a court-martial could im¬ 
pose were, in many instances, 
strikingly different from those 

available to crown courts. 

listed in order of gravity, day 
were as follows: 

1 Imprisonment in a civilian 
prison. 

1 Dismissal wifodisgraoe Cram ter 
Majesty's Service. 

3 Dismissal from her Majesty's 
Service. 

4 Detention in a corrective training 
centre for a period not exceed i n g 
two years. 

5 Reduction in rank. 

6 Fine. 

7 Severe reprimand or reprimand. 

8 Such minor punishments as 
might hum time to time be 
authorised by the Defence GounciL 

Second, court-martial sentences 
were concerned at rex and the 
same time to achieve two things: 
first to punish service personnel 
for the criminality of their conduct, 
and second to deal with them an a 
disciplinary basis. That was 
unique. 

Members of other professions 
and occupations who transgressed 
foe law of the land were dealt with 
quite separately (a) by civilian 


criminal courts and then, if 1 
(b) by their 
dplinary bodies. 

Jh the present class of appeal it 
seemed to their Lordships that foe 
court Mule free, and dearly in¬ 
tended fay Parliament, to correct 
aqy injustice which was to be 
perceived in a court-martial sen¬ 
tence. it was nevertheless nec¬ 
essary to be mindful that those 
imposing and confirming such a 

sentence were, generally speaking, 
better placed chan thdr Lordships 
10 assess the seriousness of offend¬ 
ing m the ccmtexr of servira life and 
to decide upon what particular 
penalty was required to maintain 
the discipline and efficiency of tbe 
Aimed forces, 

in ce r t ain cases, for the mainte¬ 
nance of discipline. a court-martial 
might impose a heavier sen te nce 
an a service member than would 
be appropriate lor (heir, civilian 
countopam. 

With all those considerations in 
mind, the se n te n c e imposed here 
was quite out of proportion to the 
w i min alrty of [he conduct in 
question which amounted to send¬ 
ing through the post two fetters 
referring to homosexual and 
heterosexual acts involving child¬ 
ren and dogs- 

The court-martial acknowledged 
foal the material was pure fantasy 
and not reality but took the view 
that a. very high standard was 
required from a military police¬ 
man so that continued service 
would be impossible. 


Dismissal was one of the most 
severe sentences in the range 
available and also involved a 
reduction to the ranks and a huge 
pension loss. There was nothing 
about tiiis raq> which, because the 
appellant was a serving sohikr. 
made it on foal account the mare 

serious by threatening the trust or 

discipline within the appellant* 
unit The appropriate sentence 
would haw bren a fine. 

Through the invesripition of 
those offences h had come to light 
that the appellant was a homo¬ 
sexual As was weQ known, the 
potky of the Ministry of Defence at 
present was that it would not 
permit homosexuals to serve 
within the Armed Forces and once 
such orientation was established 
adnrinistxaxive discharge fallowed. 

It seemed unrealistic not to 
recognise that, despite this judg¬ 
ment. the appellant's days in foe 
Army were numbered. That 
administrative discharge too. their 
Lordships noted, involved the self¬ 
same loss of pension rights as 
dismissal from the services. 

Finally, bis Lordship added that 
fois appellant's petition to the 
Defence Council for review was 
refused but the court was provided 
neither with foe petition nor with 
the reasoned decision to refuse it. 
On any future such appeal the 
court should be provided with the 
appellant's petition to the Drfence 
Council and itsreascrod rejection. 

Sofiatars Warner, Goodman & 
Sweat. Portsmouth. 


Landlord’s right to forfeit lease 


Katajia v Safeland pic 
Before Lord Justice Schkmann 
and Lord Justice Brooke 
[Judgment November 4] 

A landlord who was not personally 
owed any arrears of his tenant's 
rent becaus e he had aligned foe 
right of recovery to his predecessor 
in title could nevertheless exercise 
a peaceable right to re-enter the 
premises and forfeit foe lease. 

The Court of Appeal so hdd 
allowing an appeal by the land¬ 
lord, Safeland pic from Judge 
Cotram* judgment in West¬ 
minster County Court on Septem¬ 
ber 3,1996 in which he had bekl 
that the landlord* purported for¬ 
feiture oT MrVinod Katana's lease 
of shop premises at 39 Kingsway, 
London, had been uhlawfuL 

The tenant held foe premises, a 
modest walk-in kiosk, under a 
lease that contained a proviso for 
reentry in the event of tbe rent 
falling into arrears. 

In October 1995 the presail 
landlord had agreed to purchase 
foe freehold of the prem is es, the 
tenant at that time owing arrears 
of some £ 10.000 but having made 
arrangements to dear them. 

Under the terms of the sale 
agreement the landlord had as¬ 


signed the right to recover the 
arrears to his predecessor in title 
The agreement was completed an 
November 14,1995 and on Novem¬ 
ber 16 the landlord reentered the 
premises thereby forfeiting the 
tease an the ground on non¬ 
payment of rent 

Mr Jonathon Ferris for the 
landlord; Mr Martyn Barklem for 

the tenant 

LORD JUSTICE BROOKE said 
that tbe question, never previously 
decided, was whether a landlord 
who was not personally owed any 
arrears of rent because he had 
assigned the right to recover the 
arrears to his predecessor, could 
nevertheless exercise a peaceable 
right to re-enter , and forfeit tire 
lease. 

The judge had taken tbe view 
that on the proper construction of 
foe tease the renr in arrears had to 
be awed to the particular landlord 
who sought to enforce the right of 
reentry. 

But Mr Ferris, relying on basic 
principles of landlord and tenant 
law, said that there was no such 
qualification in the wording of the 
re-entry dause and no reason why 
such qualification should be. im¬ 
plied. The judge, he said, had 


failed to distinguish between (he 
personal remedy to sue tbe tenant 
far foe arrears, which had been 
BBcigneri to the fandkntTs prede¬ 
cessor. with the proprietary rem¬ 
edy of forfeiture for breach of 
covenant which remained vested 
in foe landlord. 

Those submissions were well 
founded. Given that the propri¬ 
etary remedy of reentry had 
unquestionably been assigned to 
foe landlord and that the con¬ 
ditions on which he was entitled to 
reenter were fulfilled, he was 
enacted as a matter of law to re¬ 
enter. 

There was no merit in law, 
although one had great sympathy 
with Mr BaridemU submission, 
that at the time tint foe landlord 
exercised his right of re-entry be 
himself had to be owed rent If tent 
was owing under the lease; albeit 
to a previous landlord to whom the 
incoming landlord had assigned a 
personal right to recover it. the 
new landlord was entitled to 
exercise his contractual right 

The judge had described tbe 
landlord's behaviour as mon¬ 
strous. So far as residential ten¬ 
ancies were concerned. Parliament 
had passed legislation 40 years 


ago requiring a landlord to obtain 
a court artier before dispossessing 
a tenant. No such inhibition ex¬ 
isted in relation to landlords of 
business tenants. 

Twelve years ago the Law Com¬ 
mission had recommended the 
introduction of a statutory scheme 
whereby business landlords would 
be requ ir ed so obtain a court order 
before proceeding to re-enter; see 
Last Commission Report No 142 
on Forfeiture of Tenancies (1985). 
Four years ago foe commission 
had published a draff bill to give 
effect to foatxeoomraendation: Law 
Commission Report NO 22k Ter¬ 
mination of Tenancies BUI 0984). 

Nothing bad been done and 
nothing would be done to im¬ 
plement those recom m endations 
unless fast-trade procedures were 
available to help landlords to 
obtain a possession order speedily 
in dear and obvious cases. In the 
meantime landlords were entitled 
to go on behaving as the landlord 
had done in this case if they 
considered it proper to do so. 

Lord Justice Schumann agreed. 

Solicitors: Philippsohn 

Crawford Berwald; Walter Wilson 
Richmond, Harrow. 
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RACING: DUAL KING GEORGE VI CHASE WINNER HEADS BETTING ON THIS SEASON'S RENEWAL 

One Man seeks control of grey area 

' V e n i am u 


POR many disciples of Nat¬ 
ional Hunt racing, the grey 
eminence of Desert Orchid 
will forever haunt Kempton 
on Boxing Day. This year, 
oowver, the equine ghost of 
Christmas past might just 
begin to fade. One Man and 
Suny Bay have invited com¬ 
parison to Desen Orchid, not 
so much for the colour of their 
coats as for their vibrant 
brilliance. Their dash contrib¬ 
utes to a King George Vf 
Chase of compelling interest 
— and yesterday bookmakers 
quickened the pulse further by 
opening a book on the race. 

Coral favours One Man to 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: None Stirred 
(3.40 Fontwell Park) 

None Stirred finished a dose 
second to the useful Spend id 
at Cheltenham recently. A 
drop in class and soft ground 
should see this Lightly raced 
BeVding go OB£ better at 
Fonfwefl Part 

Next best: Ragamnff 
(3.10 Fontwell Park) 


complete a treble in the race, 
chalking him up at 7-4. Suny 
Bay. dramatic winner of the 
Hennessy Gold Cup last 
weekend, is 7-2, followed on 
4-1 by the emerging star. 
Simply Dashing. Mr Mulli¬ 
gan, the Gold Cup winner, is 
only fourth favourite at 9-2. 
while it is 12-1 against Barton 
Bank — Mr Mulligan's victim 
at Cheltenham and second to 
Suny Bay and One Man since. 

Rough Quest, the 1996 
Martel! Grand National win¬ 
ner. is quoted at 16-1. along 
with Trying Again. See More 
Business, set to confront 
Rough Quest on his return 
from injury in the Coral 
Rehearsal Chase at Chepstow 


By Chris McGrath 

on Saturday, is 25-1. and 
likewise the American chal¬ 
lenger, Lonesome Glory. 
Another overseas raider. 
Djeddah, is 33-1. 

David Gilbert, senior odds 
compiler at Coral, said: "One 
Man has shown himself so 
well suited by this race that 
only very soft ground would 
seem likely to hand Suny Bay 
the advantage, though I would 
respect Simply Dashing." 

While it is self-evident that 
One Man's particular brand 
of flair is ideally attuned to ihe 
sharp three miles at Kempton. 
matters are complicated by die 
presence of same gritty stayers 
who also like to force the pace. 
Suny Bay himself tends to be 
ridden aggressively, along 
with Mr Mulligan and Barton 
Bank — who, incidentally, not 
only holds a lor of the form 
together, but seems as good as 
ever. He would have won this 
race in 1994. as well as the 
previous year, but far that 
heartbreaking final-fence fall. 

As a rule, Kempton is made 
for the front-runner, but this 
King George could be run at a 
pace cruel enough to favour 
those horses that are held up. 
After all. One Man’s stride has 
always shortened dramatical¬ 
ly on those occasions when he 
has eventually been forced off 
the bridle. With Rough Quest 
yer to confirm his wellbeing. 
Simply Dashing is the obvious 
one to benefit man a patient 
ride, but Trying Again could 
certainly go better than his 
stria form merits. 

He seemed not to last home 
after cruising for a long way in 
the Hennessy, so the return to 
a shorter tnp on a sharper 
track seems sure to suit. 
Moreover, he is better going 
right-handed, and was enti¬ 
tled to need that outing, his 
first in a vear. Whatever the 


outcome, this looks a race to 
revive the mast jaded of enth¬ 
usiasts. and make converts of 
the uninitiated. 

The latter may have allowed 
last week's rather petty Cut¬ 
ting Edge documentary on 
racecourse stewards to gore 
the image of British racing. 
But the sport could hardly ask 
for a more soothing gloss than 
has been provided by a differ¬ 
ent set of cameras — which is 
just as well, as Thoroughbreds 
is set for a global audience of 
750 million. 

This new film will afford 
overseas and in-flight viewers 
a beguiling half-hour in the 

The BBC is to lose coverage of 
the Lingfield Derby Trial 
meeting to Channel 4 next 
year. Its association has been 
ended because it was reduc¬ 
ing its Lingfield coverage to 
just one fixture. Channel 4 
will televise four meetings 
from the Surrey track in 1998. 
induding all-weather racing 
on January 3 and March 21. 


company of some of racing's 
rather less petrified charac¬ 
ters, with Harry Herbert and 
Sir Mark Prescott proving 
predictably effective evange¬ 
lists. 

Thoroughbreds was made 
possible by £ 100,000 of fund¬ 
ing from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, aug¬ 
mented by £60,000 from vari¬ 
ous sponsors within the sport 
One of a series of programmes 
devoted to the promotion of 
British industry around the 
world, it certainly offers a 
picturesque and infectious cel¬ 
ebration of racing. For an even 
stronger flavour, however, 
make sure you watch the King 
George VI Chase. 



One Man aims for a third win in the King George VI Chase at Kempton on Boxing Day 


Newcastle 
lost as 
frost starts 
to bite 

NEWCASTLE became the 
fifth meeting of the National 
Hunt season to be lost to the 
weather when yesterday’s 
programme was called off 
after a 9am inspection. The 
temperature had fallen to -3C 
overnight and snow had fall¬ 
en on the course, hampering 
the prospects of a thaw. 

"The frost is in the ground 
with snow on top,” David 
McAllister, the derk of the 
course, said. “We covered the 
landings and takeoffs but the 
footings — after we raced on 
Saturday — are solid. You 
can't cover the whole course. 

Newton Abbot, the other 
jumps meeting scheduled for 
yesterday, had been called off 
on Monday because of water¬ 
logging, leaving Lingfidd’s 
all-weather fixture as the only 
racing in Britain. 

Today's fixture at Catterick 
could also be under threat 
from frost A spokeswoman 
for the track said yesterday: 
**We had a frost last night and 
the forecast is for it to stay 
cold today with the chance of 
wintry showers and sunny 
spells. The temperature to¬ 
night is to get down to -2 to 
-4C, which is not as cold as 
last night" '• 

It was a similar story at 
Southwell, where it had been 
as low as -5C on Monday 
night Dave Williams, the 
head groundsman, said: "We 
don't have any problems at 
tiie moment There is frost 
forecast Untight but we are 
hopeful that racing mil go 
ahead." 

Prospects for today seem 
brightest at Fontwell. “We are 
all right although we had 
16mm of rain and sleet over¬ 
night changing the going to 
son," Paul Deacon, the assis¬ 
tant derk of the course, said. 
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303 OSS-665 DO BE WARE 44 (F.Sl i» Starr! J FIW*fr»« Ml-C 1 Gddstaa i?) 

3 M tism- EWeUmSIATEJen27« [SMHce44sil*eC» f ”-0 M*T! 05 (tWi 1 

ffi 831T; JDII1/B? 98.’ is) iL fl«d U Pi« 9-TIJ . _ - . . - A P McCoy 

«* T.'IPUf. Gkil BEACH T4IP iC.Sl HU'S S P N*tc.U 6-1MC T J Itwstiy 

m P313-P3 MLLEAWY CARR 3! (F> lUn J Ser=c;:i J GlUtJ 6-W-tt L Asset Cl 

SB 714a MASTER MARS] 574 |G> IF »csr: fl A«r S-U-'O . . P H*» 

25 SOM ONE WK UW 18 ,A hsiai U; 5 L Fcmt t .1J-W » l&FwWd 

nernna ;-i Unix i'Jr !■’ AcmW Ca* cr *■' Eneaic Eiffi7«. e-i -if) 3ac. J3-«s. .Tl-i 

yjiiemy Cm R-1 Do to r-m. Urt* Mara :i-l Cb« Uor Ur. 

1996 FLAKED OATS M3-13 A P UcCj. Ill-* P Rarota 5 Mi 

Kendal CavaBer I9t 3rd ol 6 to Yatn: m nwrcc ctase a 
CncKcrtam (3n tr. good) Mysac Isle beat ScaSm (2i -n 9-runner 
rmiH cm at Hereford (3m 11 HCvd s=81 Do Be Ware bealen 


FOW FOCUS 

aifistaice 5Qi oM3toSnniEviUi* mnoviceturaSup ctaseatPlurraicn i3n Til!Cyd gradi 

.... — *■ , *"■ -• * — r — j -‘ - 1 —*- - r ' ” aicdi Joftver 

Ifflkanevl 


t Caff 

natel I dMance wovn I.DII)» puy in no-.-icc ouse « iwnwnr tun «> id litifl) Masra 
imq ail 3rd ol 16 to Lucky Oinstocte in ncvwe Iwnter eh»e * tfitoeser i3m 2J. gcotfi Ok 
M on Mm beaten a distance «i a i lo hen rue Clan m rxvn ewe al Amdsc .3m. end to 
hrml 

MYSTIC SUE trade an impressive revpearance at ttcrelaid «d vui toUcw up 

Mjijugs)FRSTTftffi-RinrwBlPark I :ofiu,«Trar Caaradc :^20f«mon c Usn i2fO 
200V* Ub0j» ■J'SJAlas.*Me. LcaeenYJw 


101 113143 GOCO TIES 13 (BF/A3) (Mn D Roemscn) B Ml 12-0_3 Wot (7) 68 


Racecad (unber So-taie tam IF — ha P — 
pnOed t*L U —ujseasd (Ida B — tmaghr 
dowQ. S — sipped w ft —rafawL D— 
rksyHfSed) Hocns ran. (toys m tost 
Ming; F d taL (B —blrtas V —visor H — 
lwol E— bg totftl C — mww M. D — 
d&cnce inn CD — course and dtetoce 


ram. BF—beatoi tonarta ftr Mest ran) 
Gang ai nttcb ton tas wan (F—firm, good lo 
tom. tonL-G —good. S — sH good to sot. 
fenavy) Owner in tnctUs. Toar. Age nd 
mWI Rida pto ny afiwnree. Tta Tna 
raataoper'! spaed h* 5 . 


2.40 STHEBEL BOafllS AND RADIATORS HANDICAP HURDLE SQNES 

(Final. £4,573:2m 2f 110yd) (4 runners) 

401 00(312- DOCTOOR270(BFS)(AUUs&l*»KWUfetrarf)UPlptM241 APMcCm 

402 1420121 HUN FOR DANTE 13 (F.S) (G tkttanQ G hfcttord 7-10-2 . MdMl toman (3) IK 

403 061-032 BRaWMBtBF.G) (TorWisePatortlWWMow4-1M_MTfcftank 130 

404 4033-44 BEN BOWDEN 23 (F) (Ms N Matty) SWookv 4-10-0_L Aspel (3) 127 

Long haxfcap: Brecon9-11. Bee Boadw 9-1 

BETWe *-6 Oocta. 9-4 ten Fa (Mr 7-1 Brecon. K-1 Bn BonJen 

1996: SUWSff IABT 5-11-fl J Obm (9-4 ta) Mb HJtagu fl nn- 


FORM'HJGliS 

' ■ i—n~ u; 


Oactoor 3 2nd a! IB to CartSo BrtgW In tevSc^j lude 21 
Sandown (2m ITOyd, good). Run For Oats beat Hoidy Lass VI 
ii 5-onier lavfiop chase at Wanricft (2m 31. good to soft): 
previously neck 2nd of S to Canton Venbn in IradEap turtle al Ier On 21 HIM, good) Mil 
Brecon (lb bettor aB) 5MI 3rd aid Ben Bowtan (<*) none oft) 7X1 Aft. Brecon 212nd of 15 to 
tg nidi* “* 


Caudosser hi sdbng hurtle al Locetoer 
Pnde n lathc^j turtle * Fonftrefl 


lood to soft). Ben Bowden 2S 48) of 7 la Gary’s 
110 yd. good lo soft). 

DOCTOOR s tabs) to ode t successU rewyea ra ice 


3.1 0 NORFOLK NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,024; an 21) <9 runners) 

5Di MP533- HOODED HAMK 228 (G) (C Harm) N Hnfeaoi B-11-T1 . M A ftmaU 

50? ®ff-P GLflOOE 19 <K Madnotal A Tirafi 6-11-3--- 5 MM 103 

SQ 3I-225F LQ610M05 20 fG) (RusM PabUiu Ud) G BahSag 5-10-12 A P McCni 107 
SM 0!UM THJWML K <Q3> |C ConMl B tea 9-1M- A S*X} P7 85 

505 550-30? RAOlilfF 15 |Urs P WOn) P HdUs B-10-5_ R Dramy 108 

506 0ra'4 GRAS8 BUBO 13 0AM Ud CM Eiq) T Casey MW D Bafcghnr 96 

S0T 0Q2-22P BLACK STATBBTT 7 (B tUfO) J GMort 7-10-0.- . L taprf f3] gMl 

EM PURJ5P- BSU 226 tA Jadsoil I Casey 6-10-0-W 

£09 rosm PREOOUS WMDER 264 (D BoBo) P BUtar HM __J GrtfiMo (7) 

Loq) hanScjp Banji 9-2. Precious Yfander 

BETTWa 5-2Lastero 7Jtagmft5-1 HjodeOHM BbAStotaMnl.6-1 Oasslshrt.B-1 Thtood.14-1 

Gtetoae 50-1 CBw, 

1996; DUKE OF AFMLOR 9-11-7 P Hd* 04 M J Ukri ID tm 


FORM FOCUS 


Hooded Hawk 19J 3rd aJ T6 to first Code in hsidteap hinfle ft 
Bangor (3m. good) Gtondoa pofted ugp m mice chase ft Eater 

_(2m 31. good to soft). LosJoraos (ell in novta Handicap chase ft 

Taumn dm 31. good). TTwtool 351 4ft of 5 to Antonio Mariano in tafttica chase ft Rurrgjion 
12m. seft) Racamcff 6i 2nd ol 9 In Lute Wam in iwrae haixSup chase ft Nevrton Atobal (2rn 51 
110,il soft) &ass Island (9 «h ot 9 to PtrtUrtc in rwvra! tan*a?i eta* ft Afirarton 5t. 
"to st») Bbcfc Statement polled up m novlcfi handicap chase at Windsor (3m. good to firm) 
‘ " ‘ ' ' " ‘ to firm). Pradoas '■ 

goad) 


Seqi pofted up in novice handicap turtle ft Towcetoer (2m 51. 
rJied up in seOmg ham&op turtle ft Faftovne (2m II ill 

RAGAMUFTS Newton Abbot second reads HI in K grade 


3.40 SB)LESHAil CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,408 2m B 110yd) (11 rumers) 


3231-? NONE STORED 17 (Si 1C Fraw) J Ctod 7-12-0_W Greftrex (7) 113 

5030-16 U5&ENA 16 (SFJ.G) rt H u B5to9 G MoBtad Mi4 .. . R ENra (5) HI 
403TP-U MLLMtXftT 7 ffltig (T Breen) T UcGnwm M0-13 Mctaft Brarrai 117 
6F533-4 LA leotOUWA 16F f.Q i) Mail D Uahs 7-10-11 . P (taky 110 
05013-2 C0UNTRVTARDUS20(BF3.S)MsCJanes)RHodge5-10-10 TOBcaobe 
/OtPP- U0N1AGNARD 317 (D.G5) lU Bntttto U ftrtaoek 13-10-7 ... DOUBTFUL - 
04132-5 non « A HUW 30 ifi Ofiffi MO Ctonl 5 ftnCrax 6-104 . L Anft 120 

4FQP6Q JADOM 26 ftLE&S) (D ifacanfl P (todva 9-1041 ... . .. 4 Pcras ffi 106 

?33S3W IE2JG 8 ff) (J Jutftu J Jan* 8-to-0 . _ J MM*| ffl ITT 

«U544 HOOQADMR2 2 (OG1 M UcMH N Usfcft MM_Snftto MM 107 

6434-45 lEUAPORPr 41 |B Svnpw R Sb^oi 8-10-0 _ A Bales 90 

Ung taBfcap- Jawn 9-13. Uiag 9-11, Nodtodase 9-7 TdaraWy 6-12 

BETTWG.9-4NssShned 3-1 CcusryTwinn.4-1 Ueflera.n-2U(fcna(*»ia 12-1 ttftmootMgblnA 

U3«i 31-1 Ubg a -1 olheB 

1996 URAOOR 5-11-6 D XStfi 113-6 In) B Cuta 8 on 



THUNDERER 

1Z20 Fortune Hopper. 12-50 Audrey's 
KJercham. 150 Sflvar hfinx. 220 Meg s Memory. 
250 Fem Leader. 320 What A Fiddler. 


S Peart 120 


G0MG: GOOD (GOOD TO SOFT M PLACES) SIS 

7.30AM INSPECTION _ 

12.20 EUHTTON JUVBIELE NOVICES HURDLE 

(Dtv 1:3-Y-O: £1.912:2m) (12 runners) 

1 1301 mmnWTBB it (COLAS II Uetwran 11-12 

CHcConrtc(7) 

2 312 RXnUCHDPPBTS9 0FAS) fibs ESto011-5. . K Johnson 

3 3 tCVfflGOLFCHARltffiTibRoSnef 10-12 — RSupple 

4 0 NGLEBOROUGH28D MoBft 10-12- DJttftS 

5 IWRALO 42F L Uayd-Jaaes 10-12.. Utawton 

6 506 NORnemHASH20« JHmb 1W2_. B Storey 

7 - nCXIECCASBAH IOT JHltatai 10-12— : OPWI 

8 •• • SVMGWESTT23FPGnck» 19-12 —.—:_PCtoOeny 

9 P TCKNIMA15 H HtosnaU 10-12... fl Barf 

ID P ZAAHRTBWaarey 1MZ-TJanfinei 

11 BXLER036FJ Bmy 10-7-DPsri 

12 S3 UCAG29MsMRawtey 10-7-PMm 

3-1 Fortune Hoopw. 4-1 Otatagun Taa. 11-Z Lkra-G. 6-1 HeraGftl Qanm 
Srtng »teL IB-1 BuUeo. 14 -t TkUkn. 16-1 odm 

12.50 ELLERTON JUVENILE NOVICES HWDLE 

(Divfl: 3-Y-O: £1^12:2m) (12) 

61 LORD OSCOT015 T teUHDi T7-6— R Tbarnton (3) 

5 EASTERKPROJECTMtoHwmaut 10-12 c-RSwIftr 

.. B Storey 

ECfthftton 


1 .50 BOBBY FAULKNER MEMORIAL CHALLENGE 
TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE (£2.824:2m) (10) 

1 2343 TAPATCH11 (BAF.G)MMlEadurby9-12-0 PCarMny 
? L7U-6 CHORUS LME13 (DAS) P Baamul 6-11-10 B Girt* (5) 


UU-6 CHORUS LME 13 (D/S) P Bramui B-11-10 B Girt* 
P-5F ROYALCRftGOR24 Pfl IIttanvaond6-10-10 _ RBartAy 
F554 (D/£sj»5U ftowtor5-1M -- PBw 

2341 XMPEIE 13 fPJJ&l R Masai 5-10-9-R Itanton (3) 

5S3 REBaKMG26 (DJflJMBaws7-10-5 -.BSWfly 

7 40-4 ft)E4A6GER22MHnmand6-KM-MrCBanr(3) 

B 03-4 r» DC MAN 2B Ms ESrti 6-10-1-KJctofion 

9 -643 CIRCULATION 13 (OLF.&S) 0 UcCjto 11-10-0_ - 

10 P5B- M0NAUQHIY MAN 295 (S) E Cftn* 11-10-0 Mr E Bym (7) 
7-2SBwrMnc9-2 rgrtdi 5-1 Xaipse. 7-1 Royal Olam Hebei fag. 6-1 Jw 
Jaggs. Tm The Itav 10-1 <Om 


2.20 CALBERPRWTCONDmONAL JOCKEYS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.220:2m 3f) (8) 

1 454 LK^ietORYS p^Aatwer*-1l-K — S Italy P) 

2 FM AMAZING SAIL 15 (7) UnMli«g»i 4-11-9 ECatodon 

3 0-53 TIP IT M B (CDJLS) A SnWb 6-11-7-RHaroctaP) 

4 3-21 CRABARY 13® Mrs A SuMnrii 6-11-3-B Grattan 

5 0-02 ROTHAff 12 (B B Roflwftl 511-3.R Tbonton 

6 /1-P THUPTH) SSJFfl J femes 9-11-1- C UcCvnndc (3) 

7 ; 2« PARSQftSUnGE9(G)LUngu9-tl-T ...» KOaring(3) 

8 3223 MR fiRNTTAGUE 26 TDevriy 511-1 .. . G Hoffs 

52 Anartag Sri 9-2 Rriai. 5-1 I to. Oftgoy. 7-1 RusaTs Lodge. 6-1 
Moo's Memory, Mr MatogM. 33-1 Tarry** 


0 tllSTU.HB1E4 J Ora 10-12 
5 LYMAX B9 (flfi J Hooad-U bjoi 10-17 
PAtnaRASLORD38aFJ«*lrari9ht 1W2 —1. MFosW 

RHDS ASF 6 M Mom 10-12-JCrioftm 

ASirii.TO-12-NHorods (7) 


00 RBXYHJ6NT20ffl)A‘ 
SWTW3HD CHAflSfa 1 


15F J fftterton 10 - 12 -.— OByne 

PP THBTTAlri 14 PDUtoo 10-12..JSuppto 

00 VHIE6ATFS SON 20 B Bw 10-12 — MHtaughton^ 

11 11104 AUmEVS PEARL 72 Ms M flnoiar 10-7-PUra 

12 MARERAMBTT15FCDaytr ICw-Flriep) 

6-4 lad DSfflrt. 7-2 Aukey 1 ! Part, Lprat 6-1 Earianqaft 10-1 often 


1 .20 SCORTON SB11NG HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£1.968:2m) (14) 


tmi MAJAL42F(BFXU6JWamnft(8-1241_— Ml 

0243 ALB&K9 [Dfl R Judes6-IM3-MrOMcPbalt 


M3 BAHBT13SCM 6-11-6___MuflCtaki 

1442 N0MOS 13(WIGMMoare6-11-5_ THobb(7) 

-554 MEROEMIS(tOBjaCGraft6-I0-T3-BSorey 

3-65 CHAflUSDONA 32 (55) J Doddi 6-IO-tB _ SUriowf7) 

an kadommi anw m7-im_..... trmo 

aw WCEWEBB20(CO&S)BMoray 10-104-DByrne 

3604 08COLR O (VJJ/AS) hta A Skfafl 7-TO-I AmSBM 

-105 0AKBURYT1 (V.SUraLSMM5-1M . _ TStddri (7] 

0003 DIAMQNDCKMNlMMm6-1041-JSapt* 

0-50 MY HANDY MAN 9D Bata 6-10-0 . .. _ OBenOey 

OOP WOOMM011 FIfirtiy5ltM). .. WDwen 

OP-O DAFKMOKGHT61 (B)0Unto8-10-0_ — JBute 

7-2 Qnrtotaa. 52 lOntan. 11-2 Atom* 6-1 Nokb. M Qttay. 8-1 
Otonnl Cnm 10-1 Baber. Ertmtti 16-1 often 


2.50 CHARLES VICXB1Y MEMORIAL CUP 
HANDICAP CHASE (£3.071:3m If 110yd) (9) 

- 1 MU JHMYffOEA 16 (VJF^JMriU 10-124) E Ftostand (3) 

2 P6-U KAUJ06 (DJVS) Llogo 7-11-10-JSuppft 

3 4UP4 DARK OAK 13 (DFB^JQsIft 11-11-7 R Tbarmn (3) 

4 P445 MAGKBLOOM9 Eri) J Jfttem 11-11-7-ECftbgMO 

5 134- KINGS SBWON 224 (pAS) PBeoftM 8-11-5 B Grattan (5) 

6 82-2 !BWLEADER26®C6M7-HM0.. BStony 

7 2fW NOOSASOU® 2791 Urao 7-104—.. R Sqqde 

. 8 -4H STWKSALCHG22TOPOsataxtfi 7-104) PCatany 

9 PS3P SHUUAH13 fffl i KU 6-1D-0.. KJftuoon 

3-1 Fan Uatar. 7-2 Jhasw ODea. 4-1 Knyyj Soraon. 8-1 Oat Oft. Hast 
Sam. Stongrtcng. 104 Ritafa. 14-1 ribas 


3.20 STHEETLAM NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.444:2m 3f) (19) 

1 40- ABBEY ACTOR 1B!P J Ftaftrid 6-10-10-F Lofty (3) 

2 641 BRAIOSBYMBST® 24PBeunoft6-10-10 . B Gram (5) 

3 0-FD BRAVE HJWW 46 CGsrt 7-HMO_SLee (3) 

4 OF-O CHAN HOVE 22 WSnfth 5-10-10.. STayknp) 

5 40 COME ON BUSH24 J Ifcon4-10-10_RSon* 

6 066 GALLANT TAffY 17 Ml L MMreeg 5-1610 — R Bator* 

7 F40 JOSS BAY 15 Tlfte 5-10-10___KJntason 

8 5a nKYIWMGHT9JJrikreoi4-10-10 _ECabgbm 

B LAW BESBNSt S BeB 510-10 _D Boday 

. 10 AT4 VY BUSTER 21 UasMlBBgar 5-10-10_D Pater 

It 0 PAHTWB THE WAVES 24 T bsBaby 4-T0-10 R Thornton (3) 

12 004) FALSE FOR THOUGHT 172 Ms II toSey 4-10-10 . Ptown 

13 -530 PBBUASJVETALBfr21 (Q0Unto6-10-10_JBortt 

14 SLAVES CHOKE J Hawd Jriroxi 4-10-10 C UtCoimxA (7) 

15 23+ sauTHBWOWSS15 (S)MWEaserby5-10-10 . PCwbeny 

16 345 STDKE8BY11 GUMiore610-10_JCriaM 

17 2- WHAT A HDOLER 247 TTfte 4-10-10 _RGantay 

18 3FW HKAI0DY0USAY9BBosfteto9-10-10_ BSbny 

19 -3P0 MYiaSSEES3ROcribua7-10-5_LO'tbn 

52 SaAhemCtojs. 4-1 Sansby. 5-1 Wa) A Eftde. 8-1 PMag The Vbres. 
10-1 /Way Actor Uy fetor 1*-1 Pte ha Tbooght 16-1 nftao. 


FORM FOCUS 


None Stored *1 art ot 6 to Spend*! in condi liuna l _ 

tarebQntndto at CbetMam (2m 51 good) Moira BM) 6tt of 
10 to BeechWd fiyer in hanfcsi lunfle ft LsceVet [£n V 
ilGyd gocdtoMdl IMmoont unsefted nder m handicap hunSe ft WndurBm 81110yd,goofl. 
La Menonuini 8H» 4TO ot 7 to Nftrv* Shore m lartioyi burdto ft Phnnton (an 4f. good to 0mi) 
*Ci MgM to A MBon (lib better off) 341 5lb Coatoy Tanjato 1KI 2nd at 10 to A S Jim n 
ftTu'eurs taraficao fas* ft Taunton (2n 3T llOyd good) erih fittzig (7b better off) 13 7ft 
Mon&gnard pufcd on m hand can turtle at Neaton Aflbol (3m 31. heavy) wfli Jadh* (®j better 
oH) gelled w Jofidb i fcjance 12ft d L4 ta Wwttonaker s\ ( aefcjg tude ft Uamtiet C3m 
TUltd mod) IMdg 13140i ft 19 lo Bs Graid n se&ng harriop luifie ft HuUendtn pm 21. 
SJCdl NOddrtartE 1214ft ft 8 ta Cheeky Charlie io handicas tartta ft Fofestone (&n H 110yd. 
good; Tettaportcy 30/5ft ol 9 lo Irsti Eraosor in amateure hapdicap ctase 0-105 al Lutflo*(2ni 41. 
good to Snnj 

NONE STWRS) can go one better delete tag wergtt 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


THAINBS 

tun 

ftars 

% 

JOCKEYS 

wanes 

FMes 

' * 

P ttdrila 

IS 

35 

429 

T J Mftfty 

8 

a 

27.6 

HI Fi?e 

23 

82 

280 

A P McCoy 

22 

94 

23.4 

P Hctts 

13 

53 

245 

j CuMr 

3 

17 

17.6 

R Nob 

13 

54 

SMI 

D Sifegte 

IT 

77 

14.3 

P FWSwa 

6 

27 

222 

B Eknrari 

13 

99 

111 

J 5®W 

3 

130 

268 

U Satanfc 

9 

75 

120 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Lingfield Park 

Ootna standard 

1140nm2H 1. WELCOMEHBGHTS(F 
htortan. 7-21*1.^ Ctefts Find rM Foroan 
ia. 11' 3 Maosyar S e v en l o on (R Finr#* 
111 ALSO RAN. S Arturtan. 8 T«u» ® 
uei [dth). 10 Biadd-o. 12 Katev Serar 
smi Sandy SMAr wiiffnooi. u Im 
S oSrttew. 661 Sra You S V Ttrayl3 
Si a*. 3.1 »«L 71 M Erittorsai-GotSR 
rtErit it*y too E3.5C. Cl 40. Old 
DFlCS1C Tie C30G0 CSF 
066* Tncasr £ifiJ3l 
12.10(1"« 1-GLOSSATOR JMSorjancKj. 
,u?V Sri Pennant IJ fare. 50-11 3 
■ li lira inn Oap (Amanda Sancr^. u l! 
AL^b RAN. S6 Lav Bjg^KL 6 pjffnofc. n 
ESmftdan 12 toKirtinattou y4ih!. tC 

LaaytxMB (Soil SO Njjbi Sajfy ifini *• 

PraTcaCorrfoy UJran _3L 4. I n . j * * 
Varetehsctf®" “i ® e *9 Iljm Toto e " K 


C2.0O. C333 K2C DF £13331 Trie 
E22383 CSF £30502 
12.40 rsr* i.mcYiNTtcawi^csiite. 
2U-11 C. Tert YKhrte .Lrii ftKK*£ 4-1) 3 
Just Dtaadem rM Tccbud. 1S-2V ALSO 
RAN 34s. Eas»"r , epn<?isiei-i. TA«?W 
B J. ~ .Jr3 rtt- BBoajVcrejre.HalTsneiSsii. 

Mijii ,er>. 1C Mc-rrt Ti-es ;6 Uyam 
TO ran Wi •-! ’ •• i -.i I v*i s Urarar x 
Lj^ooen Ten? £ 22 » E400. Cl20. 
(210 Cf C&LM T r*o C.169K CSF 
£9403 Trcasf £43960 

1.10 i6T| l. MYSTICAL (5 Wvrwrft* 11-11. 
0. Uxnolo ,P 3iant, S ir 3. Anetato .P 
RcoovtS 5-1 jlJflVI *LSO PAN 5 4-toV L4* 
Bov 1 U«J E Do-.t-e ;4?i| i3-2CSftLz 
lin; 9 SLai", Botuiw. TO O'.. Corrxro. 
LV.a 1 >T 1 *cBeari 6 f’: iCJc*v—i Siaa5E= 50 

SirTatua 25 IMuan-c. 33'Aaaere Cream 

13 ran NR. Bta how t »i li SI Ti 1’4 
Lira L a-JOS X V?rt.. Tele Eista £255. 

Lb40 C80 O C93 70 CSP E936S 


1.45 llmi 1. HARPOON LOUIE (M 

SevTarefa. iMOlai aflodryWarisiP 
McCftS. 13-21 3. MumWn (5 WWraaih. 
13-2) ALSO PAH 7 Mi start HettfOs. 8 
TaixrUft i*S«). 14 Hadadattole iSiht 20 
The MeRvMcrh 25 Lose Pert Lad 8 

ran Nfl Tare Ot ffcjhL IH 3’-5I. 2KL a 
Z A 'Andat a eghen m Betpro. Tc*e 
0.10 £1.70 Cl SO. £3.10. Df. £5.10. Tna 
£19SJ CSF' £7®. 

435IW 21 ) VWOreJVJMSiGPtota\ 
3-1 ftfa»), i Sweet Suppotin <L Dfttort. 
3-1 it-estar: 3. Sw Danzig (CaPdy Mart*. 
10-1). ALSO RAN- s Pasaandcr. a Tamjs- 
rcssiefii TO Eurota Bov (4fti) 11 Great 
Chet |5IW. 2crro 16 Afesi'fl Trw.3Q Bow- 
Bd CKo Scdou 33 Enaatow ORccr 12 
i3n 71.3. *2. 3. Ill K Bute ft Wamacjc 
Tcte-DTO Cl TO £1 70 £3 40 DF SB00 
Trie £1540 CSF-C11 OS. Tricast £8009 

2.45 (Tmi 1. KALBAAT {P Dobbs M lari: 


2. MHHKluct (S WTwwrtv 2-11: 3. 
Oonoe (A QST* 9-IJ ALSO RAN. 1S2 
Fro! Qoiy 20 Rrapbeny Seuce (4W), 
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Progress B ran 1MI. %L W. 13. W. W 
Jams at N c w mzt tei Tale. £2 80: £100. 
£130. £350 DF- £1 70 CSF E3 83. 

3^0 (71)1. SALTY JACK (RPerfam. 8-H 
2. Setaor Rkrte f Nornn. 1342). 3. 
Otow e ne rBon (N Cartsie. 33-1) ALSO 
RAN; 7-2 ta; Victory Team, 9-2 Magic MO, 
6 Ooeabace (am. Apollo Red. Erton (Wg, 
12 Sharp brt3(4tf)). 16 Lancastn Legend. 
20 Cossack Cart. Q La Hrti. 1 5 CH 
Saga 13 ran. ivu. U. 2V.4. rft. 2W V 
Soaneft Aston Rowan Tate-£9 90; £2.10. 
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□ The meeting el Newcastle was aban¬ 
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THUNDERER 

1.00 Skram. 120 Tfijano Gold. 2.00 Eteespray. 2^0 
High ABUtude. 3.00 Maybe O’Grady. 3^0 Star Of 
David. 

Timekeeper's top rating: ZOO MR BOJANGLES. 
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1.00 NBCCONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
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1.30 WELLAND NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.289:2m) (11) 

1455 OYA It D UcCakr 5-T0-12_r Jrafc - 

Z24P-d®(J,2DTCS«65-IQ-tt-Mlrigtr TO 
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Dray. Wai Wart*. 12-T 5rtanra. 14-1 often 
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SQUASH 

Jansher in 
struggle 
to subdue 
Meads 

from Co ijn McQuillan 

IN BOMBAY 

THE extraordinary conditions 
in which the Mahindra Inter¬ 
national Challenge is played 
have already taken their toll 
on seeded players and Jansher 
Khan, the world No I and top 
seed, who is competing in 
India far the first time, is 
counting himself fortunate not 
to be among the fallen. 

Jansher has always refused 
to play In Bombay because he 
fall, as a high-profile Muslim 
athlete from Pakistan, he was 
at risk in a fervently Hindu 
city. In the first round of this 
event, whidt is scheduled to 
become the World Open 
championship, he was signifi¬ 
cantly more at risk from 
Stephen Meads, of England. 

Meads, a former British 
national champion. was 
forced to work his way 
through a tough qualifying 
tournament here in an indoor 
court to reach the main 
rounds. However, he gave the 
Pakistani maestro ail sorts erf 
trouble on the transparent 
show-court that has been 
placed on the pitch of the 
Cricket Club of India. 

Meads was unfortunate to 
be given seven no-let calls in 
the fifth game by the referee. 
Vaman Apte, after he had the 
world No I on the ropes. 
Jansher went on to win 15-8, 
15-12, 16-17, 13-15. 15S in 86 
minutes. 

"it was the worst match I 
have ever played." Jansher 
said. "I have been suffering 
from tonsilitis and had a fever 
ten days ago. I’m not as 
physically fit as I should be. 1 
had no chance to practise on 
the show-court." 

The sixth seed, Ahmed 
Barada, of Egypt, was unhap¬ 
py «ath the officiating when he 
was leading 8-4 in the fifth 
game against Craig Rowland, 
of Australia. Barada turned on 
a ball in the left court, asked 
for a Id as Rowland crossed 
his line of sight in the top right 
comer, and was devastated by 
a penalty stroke derision 
against him from Yogendra 
Singh. 

Barada has been much 
criticised for his ingrained 
habit of refusing to play a ball 
on which he can turn, but this 
is harsh criticism of his play¬ 
ing style. He relinquished the 
rest of the match with little 
resistance. 

Results, page 45 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

K ick-oll 730 uriesa stated 

FA Cerfing Premierahip 

VltestHamvQysfal Palace(8.0) .. ... 

Natiomvtcte League 

First division 

Oraens ParK Rangers v Norwich (7 45) 
Second division 

M8wa#vWafeaUr7.45). 

Third division 

Brighton v Notts County {7 45) . 

FA UMBRO TROPHY; TNrt quaBytog 
round: BrxBord Park Awnue v Leigh RM. 
Softrradi v Errtey; Great Hawwd v Wtton 
(745). Third qualifying round replaye: 
VWnatad » Mattock (7 45). Hamels T v 
Wisbech; Carrtondge C4y v Merthyr 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Southern dF 
vislorc Fareham v Weymofth 
HYMAN LEAGUE: Fart dMMore Romford 
v Thame Uto FoB Members Cup: Second 
round: Croydon vWTMotaafs 
UNSONO LEAGUE: Rest cflvtston: Uncoto 
Uraled v Wtart cs op. 

AVON NSURANCE COMBINATION: Firs 
dhrion; Oftard UW v Charllon (al Wttney 
Town FC): Southampton v Wirtoledan (at 
Sfcrtewood): v Vltest Ham (7 15) 

Postponed: Ipswrti v Warlord 
PONTWS LEAGUE Premier division: 
Preston v Evenon (7.0) First tension: 
fctotetesbraugfi v Went Bromwidi (ft FSver- 
Ode Stadium. 70) Third division: Hiil v 
Bury (70); Newcastle v Sctmawpe (at 
Gatestiaafl FC. 701: Sestercugn v 
Chesterfield (7 Or Cup: Group one: 
Braftort v Bumtey (7.(8. Qiaup two: 
Huddersfield v Sheffield ijtd (70). Gruro 
*«: Yttfn v BerraSey (70). Group sec 
Blackpool v Rother ha m (7 O) 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE 
First dMslon: Consen v Gueborough. 
Crook v Perrth; Jarrow Roofim v Nanh- 
aBerton; SNdon v Ounston Federrion 
WWSTOMLEAD KENT LEAGUE: First 
awttort Canterbury v Hyttw: Conmhran v 

Ciockenhdl. 

GILBERT LEAGUE CUP: Second round, 
second Teg: Aberystwyth v Brbw Vale. 
Corny v Ffeit Town; Cwmbran v Nawtawr. 
yadar Town vBany 
9EVWTX DIRECT LEAGUE: Prsmter 
Oivatorr Odd Down v MarvjcusMd UM 

MD4ERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGIS Obrien Krtchars pranrir * 
vraonCupc Budcngham Aihie&c v 
Anwttetv 

BANNS^ BREWERY LEAGUE- Cft* Sec¬ 
ond round, sec on d leg: Bnertev Hffl T v 
Qwgg aroM igttte*BusOeholme; SraWoid 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Prarnter division: Patron , 
Cogertme. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: Frtl 
dhrteloK Eastoaume^loom v WtitehMfr. 

THE TRUES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
round: Lftcesiw v Liverpool Leeds v 
CUtetre. Covertoy v Lum 
FA WOMEN'S TOMER LEAGUE Nat- 
tond dMston: BatoiamaoJ v Arsenal (at 
Bertha ra tad Town FC. 7 45) 


RUGBY UNION 

Welsh League 
First division 

Pontwaolv Cross Kays (7.0). 

REPjjUSSgNTATIVE MATCH: Royal Navy v 
Nmy (at Rectory. Piym- 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKET BALL: Ergopeftn chenuatonahire 

England v Lkrame (ft Gu*florj Spectrum) 
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T he genm'ficarion of foot¬ 
ball can $0 no further. 
Last weekend. Prince 
Harry was snapped, a 

face in the crowd at the Arsenal. 
And, as a thrilling battle for the 
championship runners-up slot 

hotted up (and Arsenal went down 
1-0 to Liverpool thanks to a goal 
from the princely Steve McMan- 
aman). the princeling Harry 
shouted the lads on from beneath 
his woolly Arsenal haL 
And, unless the Queen turns up 
to open Parliament in an Arsenal 
shirt bearing the motto Dieu et 
mon droit — which I believe 
translates as "God and My 
Wright" — we can surely celebrate 
football's ultimate soda] achieve¬ 
ment. God for Harry. England 
and the Arsenal. 

What, we must ask ourselves, 
does all this mean? First and 
obviously, if you want to watch 


Premiership football, it is not 
essential ta.be of royal blood and 
royal income, but it certainly 
helps. Secondly, it is with sane 
relief that one observes that the 
thoughtful and discriminating 
prince has chosen a comparatively 
obscure team to 
support. 

I mean, thank the 
Lord, it is not 
Manchester United 
he went for. (Before r 
continue, let me add 
that United are in¬ 
deed playing great 
football, a treat to 
watch, and their 
European adventur¬ 
ing has been stun- - 

ningiy assured. Will the usual half- 
baked. knee-jerk, purblind, no- 
one-I ikes-us-and-we-rea lly-r eal ly- 
care United loyalists for once save 
their stamps.) 


‘He has 
rejected the 
chance of 
supporting 
Reading 7 


My godson is a Manchester 
United supporter and he lives in 

Penryn in Cornwall, which ls as 
far Iran Manchester as you can 
get without emigrating. He is 
inclined to triumphalism over his 
father, a Spurs man who used to 
_ live off the Seven 
Sisters Road and 
cheered standing 

up. 

My godson scorns 
the charms of Fal¬ 
mouth Town and 
Plymouth Argyle. 
just as Prince Harry 
rejected the chance of 
supporting Reading. 

_ What is local loyalty 

compared with glory 
and the regular opportunity to see 
the lads cm telly? 

Ah, glory! Surely, if you pay all 
that money to watch a Premiership 
football team In the flesh, you have 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


a right to glory. A substantial 
investment in pleasure, a decent 
sum of money whether you are a 
prince or a plumber — that surely 


gives you a right to get a pretty 
decent return. 

Nobody minds too much if a lOp 
win patent goes down the tubes. 

One can even relish one's bad luck. 

curse the jockey, thank the Lord 
there was nothing worse. But a 

hundred quid and __ 

an odds-on favourite 
falls at the first — 
that takes a bit of 
laughing off. You 
had a right, at least, 
to some land of run 
for your money. 

The gentrificaiion 
of Premiership foot¬ 
ball has given pay¬ 
ing supporters the __ 

feeling — indeed, an 
almost legitimate one — that they 
have a right to gloiy. Defeat is not 
to be laughed off. And it is no 
longer a source of misery and 
disappointment either, it has be- 


f WhatIs / 
local loyalty 
compared 
with a light 
to gloiy? 7 


come a matter of hard and 
. purposeful anger. . 

How could they lose? With all 
that money. With all my money. 
Someone, somewhere, is betraying 
me. The manager must gu The 
chairman must go. The striker 

•- •, _ must go. Somebody 

must go, anyway. 
Somebody must suf¬ 
fer publidy for the 
mess he has made 
with my money. 
Some have prat this 

increasing anger 
down to football's 
gentrificaiion. {foot¬ 
ball attracts “the 
wrong people" now¬ 
adays, people who 
buy not loyalty but gloiy with their 
match and their season ticket But 
it is not the people who have 
changed so much as the level of 
their investment Today, people go 


FOOTBALL 


Saunders happy 
to move as Forest 
cut their wages bill 


DEAN SAUNDERS, the 
Wales forward, completed his 
move to Sheffield United yes¬ 
terday after being allowed to 
leave Nottingham Forest on a 
free transfer. It says much for 
the extent to which Saunders 
fell from favour at the City 
Ground that Forest rejected a 
bid of £500.000 by Everton 
just three months ago, and the 
player could nm resist a 
sideswipe at his former club. 

He had been training with 
the reserves after failing to 
displace Pierre van Hooijdonk 
or Kevin Campbell In the first 
team and Dave Bassett, the 
Forest manager, had no 
qualms in allowing him to 
join a side likely to be among 
their rivals for promotion to 
the FA Carling Premiership. 

Saunders, joining the ninth 
club of his career on an 18- 


By Richard Hobson 

month contract, said: “I have 
never been so unhappy than 
over the last year. The harder I 
tried, rhe worse it got. f have 
analysed the situation and a 
lot of the things that have 
happened have not been my 
fault. 

'I said to my wife that if you 
buy a Ferrari and use it for 
rallying and then stick it in the 
garage you can understand 
how it loses its value. Last 
season l played right wing and 
right back, and this season I 
have hardly played at ail. I 
had options to go to a Premier 
dub but after speaking to 
Charles Green [the Sheffield 
United chief executive] I felt I 
was signing for Real Madrid." 

Saunders, 33. cost £15 mil¬ 
lion from GaJatasarav. in 
Turkey, 18 months ago, but 
scored just three goals in 34 


Ireland keep faith 
with McCarthy 


MICK MCCARTHY yesterday- 
signed a new two-year con¬ 
tract that keeps him in charge 
of Ireland until the European 
championship finals in the 
year 2000. The former 
Mill wall manager took over 
from Jack Chariton two years 
ago. but his team failed to 
qualify for the World Cup 
finals in France when beaten 
3-2 on aggregate by Belgium 
in the play-offs last month. 

Now he has been given 
another chance, with the task 
of qualifying for the finals in 
2000. when the champion¬ 
ships will be hosted jointly by 
Belgium and Holland. Mc¬ 
Carthy envisages a crucial 
role for Roy Keane, of 
Manchester United, in the 
qualifying phase. 

"Tony Cascarino, Ray 
Houghton and Andy Towns¬ 
end cannot go on for ever. Rpy 
is obviously a player to build 
the team around," McCarthy 
said."He has been very posi¬ 
tive and upbeat since his 
cruciate ligament operation. 
There is no reason why he 
cannot come back as good a 
player as he was before his 
injury." 


McCarthy is hoping to ar¬ 
range a B international 
against Scotland in Dublin in 
February.That would be a 
chance to give a run-out to 
players like Graham 
Kavanagh, (Stoke City). Mark 
Kxnsella (Charlton Athletic}, 
Gareth Farrelly (Everton), 
Kevin Kilbane (West Bromich 
Albion) and David Worrell 
(Blackburn Rovers)," he said. 

The senior side is likely to 
play Switzerland in March 
and there will also be games in 
Dublin in April and May. “No 
doubt teams drawn against 
England and Scotland in this 
week's World Cup draw in 
Marseilles will be looking for 
warm-up games against us at 
that time because of the simi¬ 
larity in the styles of play," 
McCarthy said. 

Gary Meg son was yester¬ 
day rewarded for Stockport 
County’s surge up the first 
division when he was named 
Nationwide manager of the 
month for November- 
Megson. who took over at 
Edgeley Park in the summer 
after Dave Jones left for 
Southampton, has led the the 
side to seventh in the table. 


McAllister cleared 
of serious injury 


GARY McALUSTER. the 
Scotland captain, was yester¬ 
day able to look towards 
taking his place in the World 
Cup after a scan revealed that 
he has suffered no significant 
knee damage at the weekend. 

It was thought that 
McAllister had suffered severe 
ligament damage after sus¬ 
taining the injury in Coventry 
City's game against Leicester 
City at Highfield Road on 
Saturday wheat his knee gave 
way when he landed after an 
aerial challenge. 

However, Gordon 
Strachan. the Coventry man¬ 
ager. said: “Gary has had the 
scan and there is nothing 
major wrong with him. which 
is good news for him and good 
news for us- He is still seeing a 
specialist and we have no idea 
asm how long he will be out of 
action." 

The news will be welcomed 
by Craig Brown, the Scotland 
coach, who sees McAllister. 
33. as the linchpin of his 
challenge at the World Cup in 
France next summer. 

Clubs in die Bell's Scottish 
League premier division 
warned their lower division 


counterparts last night that 
next Tuesday will be their last 
chance to join the big dubs' 
breakaway. Lex Gold, the 
chairman of Hibernian, has 
presented a formal legal offer 
outlining the financial support 
to dubs from the first, second 
and third divisions from the 
start of next season. 

That is when the new top 
flight aims to be up and 
running and Gold has 
stressed the settlement pre¬ 
sented is a non-negotiable 
final offer and. even if refused, 
progress will not be inter¬ 
rupted. "It was stated at the 
last management committee 
meeting on November 27 that 
the main reason our request 
[to resign from the league] 
was not granted was the 
absence of a legal document, 
formally setting out the pack¬ 
age on offer." Gold said. “We 
have now addressed that con¬ 
cern and made a formal legal 
offer and this is our final offer. 

“If it is not accepted, it will 
be withdrawn and we will 
then consider how best to 
advance our own plans (or 
establishing our new vision 
for Scottish football." 


league games as Forest suf¬ 
fered relegation from the Pre¬ 
miership. 

It is the second time in three 
weeks that Forest have been 
prepared to write off an expen¬ 
sive striker to trim their wages 
bill. Last month they terminat¬ 
ed the contract of Andrea 
Silenzi, a £15 million arrival 
from Torino, with a payment 
of £150.000 to the player. 

Martin O'Neil], the Leic¬ 
ester City manager, says he is 
losing interest in signing 
Trevor Sinclair because of 
speculation linking him with 
the Queens Park Rangers 
striker. He inquired about 
Sinclair when Stewart Hous¬ 
ton was still the QPR manag¬ 
er, but O’Neill is adamant that 
no bid has been lodged. 

Houston was sacked a few 
days after O’Neal’s inquiry 
and informed John Hollins, 
his replacement on a caretaker 
basis, of Leicester's interest 
AcconJing to O'Neill, how¬ 
ever, there has been no contact 
between the dubs since. 

“I do not know if Sinclair is. 
available, what the asking 
price would be or whether we 
can afford his wages," O’Neill 
said. “Stewart told me to 
submit a bid in writing if I was 
interested. I never bothered, 
and the situation at QPR 
changed. 

“I have made general com¬ 
ments about the need to sign 
quality playCTS, which have 
been turned into specific com¬ 
ments about Trevor Sinclair. 
It has reached the point where 
I am beginning to consider not 
considering the player at aU." 
O’Neill said that he was due to 
watch Sindair against Nor¬ 
wich City in the Nationwide 
League first division tonight, 
but was having second 
thoughts. 

He has £6 million available 
to spend after Leicester's 
flotation, but believes he must 
amend his policy of signing 
untried players for the dub to 
progress from foe stage where 
avoiding relegation is consid¬ 
ered sufficient achievement. 

Although Sinclair, 24, has 
spent most of his career away 
from the top flight, he won 
seven England Under-21 caps 
and was called into the full 
squad under Terry Venables. 
QPR rejected a bid of £4 
million from Tottenham 
Hotspur Vast year. 

Hollins said: “As far as I 
know there has not bom a bid 
for Sindair this season. He is 
happy with us, so there is no 
point asking how much we 
want for him.” 

George Graham yesterday 
became one of Britain's high¬ 
est-paid managers when he 
signed a new long-term deal 
with Leeds United, believed to 
be worth £1 million a year. The 
agreement puis Graham in 
the same pay bracket as Alex 
Ferguson, at Manchester Uni¬ 
ted. Kenny Dalglish, at 
Newcastle United, and Roy 
Hodgson, of Blackburn 
Rovers. 

The move also quashes 
speculation of a possible move 
co Rangers at the end of the 
season as successor to Walter 
Smith. 



Coombs will not give up the day job unless a long, lucrative contract is offered by a Football League dub 

Roundabout route to record 


T here is a fair chance 
that when the Final is 
over on May 16, when 
the last supporter has drifted 
jubilantly or dejectedly down 
Wembley Way. foe leading 
goalscorer in the FA Cup will 
not be Dennis Bergkamp, 
Chris Sutton or Robbie 
Fowler. The honour wfll foil 
to Paul Coombs. 

Coombs, 27, will not be at 
the Venue of Legends. He 
plays for Basingstoke Town 
in foe Ryman League premier 
division and. this Saturday, 
will travel to Northampton 
Town, of the Nationwide 
League second division, for a 
second-round tie. Win or Lose, 
he has already made his mark 
on foe competition. 

Basingstoke have played 
nine matches en route to the 
Sixfields Stadium — against 
Havant Town, Bath City, 
Caine Town, Braintree and 
Wycombe Wanderers — and, 
in the seven in which Coombs 
has appeared, he has amassed 
nine goals. He also scored foe 
fifth penalty in the 54 shoot¬ 
out success against Wycombe 
in their first-round replay, the 
first time that Basingstoke 
had beaten a Football League 
team. 

Like all conscientious 
marksmen, Coombs keeps a 
mental tally of his impressive 
statistics. He has scored 19 


Russell Kempson on a non-league marksman 
with his sights on a notable achievement 



goals in 21 matches this sea¬ 
son since recovering from 
damaged medial ligaments in 
his right knee: his first goal in 
foe Wycombe replay was his 
150ft for foe dub; he has since 
taken the total to 152 in 288 
appearances — an average of 
0.52 per game. Alan Shearer’s 
career average is (L54 

Yet the big time has probar 
bly passed fum by. He flirted 
with Queens Park Rangers as 
a schoolboy and joined and 
left Aldershot before the dub 
folded. When he moved on to 
Fam borough Town, Stoke 
City and Sheffield . United 
expressed no more than pass¬ 
ing interest In seven seasons 
with Basingstoke; few scouts 
have tried to negotiate foe 
town of many roundabouts. 

“In football terms. I'm get¬ 
ting on a bit,” Coombs, a 
corporate account manager, 
said. “I enjoy what I do, I 


make a good living working 
and playing semi-proCessioa- 
ally and I have a very under¬ 
standing wife and employers. 
It would need a really good 
package, inducting a long¬ 
term contract, to tempt me 
away now. 

“1 possibly could have made 
it in the League. I have a few 
slight regrets. You need a 
certain amount of determ¬ 
ination and a bit of luck to 
make foe breakthrough and 
perhaps I didn’t have that" 

He has good memories, 
though, especially of when he 
played alongside Steve CLar- 
idge, now of Leicester Gty, in 
the prebankruptcy days at 
Aldershot “You could say 
Steve liked a bet;" Coombs 
recalled. “Goodness knows 
how much he blew on the 
horses.” There are the not so 
good memories, too, when 
Famboraugh met West Ham 
United in the third round of 
the Cup. “I was the fourteenth 
man.” he said. “It was very 
frustrating." 

Basingstoke’s success has 
had its drawbacks. Though 
they are out of the Ham pshir e 
Senior Cup. they are still in 
fire FA Cupi, FA .Umbrb Th>- 


phy, Guardian Insurance Cup 
and Full Members’ Cup. They 
have fallen behind with their 
league fixtures and have sunk 
to the depths of the Ryman 
premia’ division. 

“Of our last 13 matches. II 
have been in cups.” John 
Gray, the Basingstoke press 
officer, Sunday youth team 
manager and public address 
announcer, said. “Northamp¬ 
ton will be our eighteenth cup- 
tie of the season. It’s a busy 
time for us, all very exciting, 
but once we get going again in 
the league; well beau right A 
mid-table finish would be 
fine." ‘ 

About L30Q Basingstoke 
s upp o r t er s wifi be among the 
7,600 sellout crowd at 
Sixfields. urging on their side 
to create dub history. In its 
101-year existence, it has never 
reached the third round. Sad¬ 
ly, Wolfie, the mongrel — an 
everpresent at the Camrose 
Ground with his owner, Mick 
Cole — will not be there. 
Canine fans are not appreciat¬ 
ed at League grounds. 

Much of Basingstoke’s 
hopes will rest on Coombs, the 
6ft striker who foiled to make 
the professional grade but 
who could yet rate a mention 
in foe record bocks. “Top 
scorer in the FA Cup?" he 
said "That would be nice; 
wouldn't it?" 


Redknapp backs Hartson to stay on target 


HARRY REDKNAPP. the West Ham 
United manager, is backing John 
Hartson, the leading scorer in FA 
Carling Premiership, to keep deliver¬ 
ing the goals — and ayoid the kind of 
dry spell that is afflicting lan Wright, 
the Welshman’s former team-mate at 
Arsenal 

Redknapp jumped at the chance to 
sign Hartson near foe end of last 
season when Arsine Wenger, the. 
Arsenal manager, made him available 


at a time when Wright’s partnership 
with Dennis Bergkamp was producing 
goals galore. 

Now Wright has hit a barren patch 
of six games, and Arsenal have not hit 
the target in five • f their past six 
matches. 

“rm very positive abcut John." 
Redknapp said. "The way he is at the 
moment he is almost unplayable. He is 
such a strong, powerful kid, just 22, 
that it is almost frightening to think 


what he’ll be like in a few years’ time 
when he’s 25 or 26." 

Hartson has consistently hit the 
target despite foe loss of Paul Kitson, 
his own front-line partner, who has 
been out since September after 
surgery to repair a tom' groin muscle. 

Although he is back in training now. 
Kitson's return to Premiership action is 
likely to be delayed until after foe re¬ 
arranged match with Crystal Palace at 
Upton Park tonight He is set, instead 


for another outing with the reserves 
against Swindon Town. 

Hartson showed his marksmanship 
with a powerful header against Palace 
at.Upton Park a month ago, but that 

goal was wiped out after the game was 

abandoned when file floodlights faffed 
The rerun should feature West 
Ham's Australia winger, Stan 
Lazaridis. who is due for his first 
Premiership - outing ’ since a groin 
injury In September. 


. to football more in expectation 
■than in hope. Tell me — js there 
still gallo ws humour m mmfer- 
ship football? I remember a bot¬ 
tom-three six-pointer in foe old 
first division, and Swindcai Town's 
opponents jeering: “Going down, 
going down, going dawn." As era 
man. Swindon respon d ed : "So are 
we. so are we, so arc we.” 

Fact you can run 20 (dumbing 
firms well and you wfit have 20 
success , stories. Another feet you 
can run 20 Premiership football 
teams weH and therewiH-stin only 
be one champion, and there wfll 
still be three teams relegated. And 
you can have 20 barons, but 
only one king. That, is what the 
feudal system means. We cannot 
all be kings at the same time. 

No. Areal football person knows 
That there is more to football than 
winning. Like losing, for example. 
Glory is for wimps- 


Southgate 
aims for 
return in 
UefaCup 

By Our Sports Staff 

GARETH SOUTHGATE, the 
Aston Villa central defender, 
who suffered an ankle injury 
playing for England against 
Cameroon at Wembley last 
month, hopes to be fit in time 
to play for Aston Villa in their 
Uea Cup ftird-raund second- 
leg tie with Steaua Bucharest 
next Tuesday. 

It-had. been-feared that 
Southgate, the Villa captain, 
would be ruled out until just 
before Christinas, but be said 
yesterday: “I don’t want to put 

difficult to JS ahead, 
but I'm hoping to be ready for 
next Tuesday. 

."It is a question of playing 
things by ear and seeing bow 
they go, but Tuesday is a 
realistic aim if all goes wriL I 
am at the stage where I’m into 
doing frill running now and I 
am not too far way. It's a 
game T would dearly, love to 
play in because the chance of 
readung the quarterfinals in 
. Europe is a tag inceptive-” 
Although he is unlikely to play 
against Coventry City in the 
FA Carling Premiership at the 
weekend. Southgate said: “I 
don’t think it is vital that I play 
before Tuesday because ! wifi 
have, .only beep, out for three 
week?. ;If you were • talking 
eight or lurie weeks, then it 
would naturally be a different 
matter.’' 

He insisted that he wfll only 
play if he is MX) per cent fit By 
his owi admission, he did not 
do himself justice when he 
attempted an early comeback 
from another ankle injury 
collected on England duty 
against Poland. ”1 tried to 
rush bade last season and it 
caused me fonger-term prob¬ 
lems.’' he said. "It did; nobody 
— myself or the team —any 
favours." 

•Juventus vnfi be without at 
least four firarHeam regulars 
for their European Cup 
Champions’ League encounter 
with Manchester United in 
Turin next week. The Italian 
champions had already lost 
two strikers for the tie in 
group B — Alessandro Del 
Piero, through suspension, 
and Nicola Amoroso, with a 
leg fracture sustained at the 
weekend — but medical tests 
have now ruled out Didier . 
Deschamps, the France mid- 
field player, who badly; 
sprained "a right thigh muscle 
during the defeat last wwk to 
Feyenoord, and Gianluca. 
Fessotta, the defender, who 
suffered a similar injury in the 
Sene A match against AC 
Milan on Sunday. 

Juventus must beat United 
on December 10 if they are to 

for oneaf two slots avajiablein 
the quarter-finals for the best 
runners-up of the six groups- 
Borussia D o rtmund- won 
the world dub championship 
with a convincing 2-0 win ewer 
Cruzeiro yesterday. Goals 
from Michael Zone and Hdko - 
Herrlich gave the European 
Cup-holders a wefi-deaaved 
victory over Brazilian ■oppo¬ 
nents, who reduced to teamen 
after Vrtor. the right back, was 
sent off in the second halt 
Zone opened the-soring^ 
after 34 minutes, when be. 
drove in a cross-", from 
Stephana Chapuisal fnat-fte 
edge of the six-yard -host-.. 
Herrlich added the second fire 
^n m oles from the end. wite* - 
he la tched on to a 
from Paulo Sousa. 

Cruzeiro, who won their 
second Copa Ubertadarestias 
year, lost despite si g nin g two 
Brazil forwanis — Bebete, *" 
World Cup-winner in delicti - : • 
ted States three years and 
Douiaete — on loan beforefoe 
game. Dortmund, whose form. 
in German league has. 
been disappointing this seat 
son, despite impressingJi ft 6 ‘ 
Champions’ League, foces^'' 
°p I ” e the second German 
55* after Bayern Mnnidnti 
1076, to win die 

unship 





1 ‘ 

r ’■* 




Tail 

[OH-.®-* 


u 


r?' 




I- I 




s> . 

<r - 


x ■ 


t r \ 


$ - 

V* 
tVj*.'.. 


. 




Ho 

• 

■1« 

? \ - 
*r‘\" '• 

. ■ r-y. 
■‘•ffir- - 
V ■ 

•tea r- 

3r ., •' 


I-..) . 

2~v 

Ji 





' h 5'v. 

"■ - t 
’ u"Xv„. 

^ - ‘ 


iU. 











i 




9* 


*. , 


* 


% 


% 


nivu^s WEDNESDAY DECEMBE R 3 1997 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Report reveals 
scale of clubs’ 



ONLY two Super League 
clubs wen? found to be profit¬ 
able and several have been 
deemed technically insolvent 
in a damning independent 
survey of the game by the 
accountancy firm, KPMG. 
The position of first division 
clubs is even more precarious. 

On the eve of a discussion 
today at the Rugby League 
Council of a controversial 
proposal to exdude Keighley 
and Workington from the first 
division next season because 
they are in administration, the 
revelation that the elite end of 
the game has debts of nearly 
E13 million is an 
embarrassment. 

Up to the aid of 1996, only 
Wigan, partly because of the 
sale of high-profile players. 


By Christopher Irvine 


could boast anything like a 
reasonable profit Sheffield 
were the other dub in the 
black, to the tune of £5,000, 
after the first season of sum¬ 
mer rugby league. However, 
Sheffield's liabilities, along 
with those of Bradford, Lon¬ 
don and Oldham, who were 
subsequently liquidated, ex¬ 
ceeded their assets. In the first 
division, the position is even 
more stark. Ten dubs record¬ 
ed a pre-tax loss and at six. 
liabilities outstripped assets. 

Two years into die five-year, 
£87 millio n Super League deal 
with the News Corporation, 
parent company of The Times. 
virtually all the money so ter 
has gone to the players. Wage 
bills at Wigan. Bradford and 
St Helens exceeded £2 milli on. 


RUGBY UNION 


Tait and Craig add 
to Scotland’s woes 


SCOTLAND'S prepara¬ 
tions for their match against 
South Africa on Saturday 
were further disrupted yes¬ 
terday when Alan Tait and 
Janies Craig were farced to 
withdraw from the squad 
because of hamstring inju¬ 
ries (Mark Sous ter writes). 

Tait was already doubtful 
and the selectors’ fears were 
confirmed when his injury 
failed to respond to treat¬ 
ment Craig pulled a ham¬ 
string during Scotland's 
dosed training session yes¬ 
terday. Tait's absence; in 
particular, is one that die 
already depleted Scots can 
ill afford. The Newcastle 
centre played m both the 
British Isles’ victories over 
South Africa in the summer 
and has been an integral 
part of the team since re¬ 
luming from rugby league. 

Craig. 20. won his first 
cap m a nervous debts 
against Australia 11 days 
ago, but was expected to 
keep his place in the side 
which, barring further mis¬ 
hap, win be announced 
today at MurrayfieJd. Sev¬ 


eral options are open to 
Richie Dixon, the coach. 
Duncan Hodge, Craig Chal¬ 
mers or Gregor Townsend 
could switch to centre in 
place of Tait, while Craig’s 
replacement will be either 
Craig Joiner or Derek Stark. 

Whik Scotland licked 
their wounds yesterday, the 
South Africans' only Injury 
worries conc er ned Andre 
Snyman and Henry Horn- 
bail. but both are expected 
to be fit. 

In the light of repented 
overtures to Mark Andrews. 
Nick MaHett; the new 
coach, has called on the 
South African Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union to take steps to 
ensure that leading players 
are not enticed overseas 
before the World Cup; 
"With the amount of money 
being bandied about. South 
Africa has to react if they are 
serious about keeping their 
players," MaJBett said. "I 
believe Mark Andrews wffl 
stay and fulfil his World 
Cup contract. 1 know be 
wtadd prefer to stay In 
South Africa.” 


more than half their annual 
Super League allocation. The 
money has still not been 
enough to afford full-time 
professionalism and the re¬ 
port doubts whether the Rug¬ 
by Football League (RFL) can 
successfully impose a salary 
cap next year. 

James Dow, the report's 
author, welcomed the deci¬ 
sions to offer franchises from 
1999 and no relegation from 
the Super League next season 
as steps towards financial 
viability. He supported a re¬ 
duction in the number of pro¬ 
fessional elute, mergers, 
ground-sharing, expansion 
into new areas and the 
appointment by dubs of pro¬ 
fessional administrators with 
financial backgrounds. 

“There has been strong op¬ 
position in the past from 
supporters to suggestions that 
individual clubs should 
merge," Dow said. “Although 
this is an understandable re¬ 
action because of historical 
allegiances, the time has come 
when local rivalries have to be 
set aside if the game itself is to 
survive. 

“The real dilemma for rug¬ 
by league is increasing its 
supporter base. This is the key 
to helping to pay players and 
bringing in mare revenue 
through areas like kit mer¬ 
chandising. You need a mini¬ 
mum 10,000 — ideally 15.000 
— supporters attending regu¬ 
larly in order to develop a 
viable income stream, but 
when you've got 500 people at 
matches it's impossible." 

Maurice lindsay. the RFL 
chief executive, said: “Many of 
the report's recommendations 
have already been addressed. 
The original 1994 Framing the 
Future document highlighted 
die need to improve stadium 
facilities and dubs’ internal 
management structures, while 
the recent RFL working party 
provided more proposals re¬ 
garding the structure and 
spread of competitions. 

“What they (KPMGJ and 
others must realise is thal our 
game is undergoing evolution, 
not revolution, and that it 
takes time to reduce historic 
debt, and thereafter to create 
successful management struc¬ 
tures and to redevelop stadi¬ 
um facilities." 





Reynard, left, and Pollock, of British American Racing, are all smiles during their press conference yesterday 

Tyrrell moves out of the fast lane 


K en Tyrrell, reduced to a talking 
head on a dosed-dmrit tele¬ 
vision screen by the men who 
had purchased his heritage, 
spoke sadly to an unseat audience 
yesterday afternoon. He was an eerie 
presence, a haunting reminder of the way 
that Formula One has been dehumanised 
in the name of progress. 

Tyrrell sold his motor racing team, the 
emotional core of his life, last Friday. In 
rerum for an estimated £18 million, be 
offered the empty suits of The marketing 
department at British American Tobacco 
(BATJ the biggest opportunity of their 
careers. 

Yesterday was payback time. He was 
obliged to add an empty tribute to British 
American Racing, the new team that, 
from 1999, will be the vehicle for Jacques 
Villeneuve. the world champion. “We 
have chosen to sell the company." Tyrrell 
said. “We have nor been forced to sell it” 
His image, projected on ro three screens at 
the BBC Radio Theatre, was indistinct 
and overexposed, but that merely added 
to the poignancy of the contribution. His 
was a voice from the past, when a man's 
character was considered more important 
than his commercial contacts. 

“To compete at the top level in Formula 
One is very expensive,” he said. “We hare 
not been able to put the funding together 
to enable us to compete.” Tyrrell paused 
and added wistfully: “In spite of recent 


Michael Calvin watches as 
one of the great names 
of Formula One announces 
the sale of his team 


events, I have not found the Formula One 
paddock an unfriendly place.” 

Next season. Ins 31st in formula One, 
will be Tyrrell’s last His factory in 
Ockham. Surrey, will dose and the best 
and brightest of his workforce will be 
assimilated into the new technical team 
that is bong assembled by car builder 
Adrian Reynard, at a new factory in 
Brackley, just dawn the M4G from 
Silverstone. Details of the new operation 
were restricted to statements of the 
obvious. Officials were coy, calculating 
and insufferably smug. 

Martin Broughton, the BAT executive 
with ultimate responsibility for a £200 
million investment, hailed the Govern¬ 
ment's exemption of Formula One from 
the European Union ban as “a welcome 
return to common sense”. Perhaps un¬ 
wisely. given the delicacy of the su bject. he 
chose ro boast “Formula One is a global 
business. There are still more than 75 
countries which allow tobacco 
advertising." 

This was supposed to be no mere press 


conference. It was "an event”. To prove 
the point, Clive James was employed as 
performing monkey for the corporate 
organ grinders. He was on auto-pilot, 
reading an excruciating script from a 
series of pink cue cards. 

Craig Pollock. Villeneuve's manager, 
surprised no one by refusing to confirm 
his driver’s involvement. He threw the 
name of Michael Schumacher on to a 
shortlist of potential drivers with a “let's 
wait and see”, a move that was immed¬ 
iately interpreted as an attempt to secure 
another set of cheap headlines. 

Reynard has already had 600 applica¬ 
tions from aspiring technical staff. His 
long-established doubts about the wisdom 
of involvement in Formula One have been 
countered by Pollock's persusasive nature 
and BATs budget. Ironically, as the new 
team was being launched, the FLA, moior 
sport's governing body, revealed that they 
had asked Jadde Stewart to prove that his 
team has a stable financial future. The 
former triple world champion's response, 
thai he has £25-million backing next 
season, was impressive. 

Tyrrell was Stewart's mentor. They 
won titles together and share something 
more than a place in the record books. 
They' have a sense of perspective, a sense 
of propriety. Regrenably. in the modern 
equivalent of Formula One, that makes 
them outsiders. Figures of fon or, worse, 
pity. 


SPORT 45 


SPORT 


gl^gijrjld J 

Top pair 
to test 
Britons in 
London 

■ TENNIS: Yevgeni 
Kafelnikov and Richard 
Krajicek will be among the 
challengers to Greg Rusedski 
and Tim Henman in the 
Guardian Direct Cup ATP 
Tour event at Battersea 
Park from February 23 to 
March 1 next year. 

The Great Britain team 
of Danny Sapsford. Martin 
Lee and Arvind Parmar 
meet Germany in the first 
round of the European 
men’s team championship 
champions’ division in 
Reggio Calabria, Italy, today. 

China tests 

■ DRUGS m SPORT: 

China said yesterday that ir 
bad stepped tip doping 
tests on its sportsmen and 
women. “lo swimming 
alone, 576 tests, including 397 
out-of-competition checks, 
were performed between 
January I to October 30 
and none turned out 
positive.” Yang Tiank. of 
the Chinese Olympic 
Committee’s medical 
commission, said. 

Tough draw 

■ HOCKEY: Slough, the 
leaders of the Women’s 
National League premier 
division, have been drawn 
against Leicester, the first 
division leaders, in the 
fifth round of the EHA 
Women's Cup. Highrown, the 
holders, meet non-league 
Welton. 

Packers through 

■ AMERICAN FOOTBALL: 

The Green Bay Packers, the 
defending Super Bowl 
champions, have become the 
second National Football 
Conference team to clinch a 
play-off berth with a 27-11 
victory over the Minnesota 
VBtings. 

David drops out 

■ RUGBY UNION: Tom 

David, the former Wales 
Hanker, has resigned as 
the part-time direciorof 
rugby at Newport, who 
are struggling at the foot of 
the Welsh League premier 
division. 
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Sheehan on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This is a hand from the 1997 Cavendish Pairs. My reporter tells 
me that it shows you cannot trust anybody these days. 


Dealer East 


Love all 


IMPS 


*Q8SS 

♦ QJ75. 

♦ Q 8 7® 


# A 

VKJ63 

♦ AKB 
+AKJ42 

mm 

*K73 
TO 105 42 
*86 
*1053 


* J108 4 2 
TA97 
*10432 

♦ 0 


W 


S 


Pas* 


1C 

3S 


Pm 


Pass 
1 H 
4H 


AD 


Contract: Stx Hearts by Sooth. 

U was risky for Peter Weichsel 
(one of my backgammon 
teachers 2S years ago) to open 
just One Club on the North 
hand- However, that is rarely 
passed out- When his partner 
Mike Albert responded One 
Heart. Weichsel in essence bid 
six Hearts. The contract app¬ 
ear s to depend fairly and 
squarely on the dub fineas-e — 
can you see how declarer 
might co down? 

Albert won the atamona 
lead and played the jack of 
hranv which held the trick. 
Now he got cute; he rook the 
iue of spades, played off the 
are of diamonds and ruffed a 
diamond, cashed, one top dub 
and Waved the tang of spades 
and ruffed a spade. Then he 
exited with a second heart, 
honing thar East would have 
Thesindetan ace ieft and so be 
cndplayed- 


L—cfc qu—n at d iam onds 

East "(George Steiner, but 
not the G. S. who uses all 
those long words) took the ace, 
and deverly offered declarer a 
ruff and discard by playing a 
spade, rather than exiting 
with his last trump. Of course 
declarer should reject the 
Greek gift by ruffing in hand 

and drawing the last trump, to 
take die dub finesse, but 
Albert thought he saw a better 
line. He decided to ruff the 
spade in dummy and throw a 
dub from hand. Now all he 
needed was for the king of 
dubs to stand up and he 
would have the rest without 
the dub finesse. When the 
second round of dubs got 
ruffed, he was wiser and 
sadder. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Spent and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By PftxUp Howard 


shalwaR 
* code of honour 
b, [ nefx trousers 
c NiucaJies with gravy 

vl ,SPASLENN'E 
A ,\ public loo 
l> stately dance 
.. i pass 


TURDION 

a. A grotesque dance 

b. Faeces 

c The mistie thrush 

wananchi 

a. The workers 

b. An antelope 

c. Bartering with shells 

Answers on page 46 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Needle match 

Todays game was the most 
important dash from the tour¬ 
nament in Belgrade. It en¬ 
abled Anand to move to the 
head of the pack while simul¬ 
taneously condemning Kram¬ 
nik to a more lowly situation 
In the tournament table. 

As with yesterdays game 
the opening, in which Black 
snatches material at the ex¬ 
pense of his pawn structure, 
was typical of the aggressive 
counterattacking cast of mind 
of the younger generation of 
grandmasters. Seizing the ini¬ 
tiative seems to be their high¬ 
est priority. In this particular 
case. White’s sacrifices turned 
out to be excessive and in spite 
of obtaining five connected 
paccpri pawns. Black's own 
passed pawns, combined with 
his extra bishop and knight 
were derisive. 

White Vladimir Kramnik 
Black; Viswanathan Anand 
Belgrade, November 1997 
Semi-Slav Defence 


20 Bh3 

21 Khl 

22 Oc2 

23 Qe2 

24 Qxh5 

25 Ne4 

26 Nxg5 

27 NO 

28 axb5 

29 Nh4 

30 Rxffl+ 

31 Qe8 

32 NO 

33 Qxb5 

34 Rfl 

35 Kgl 

36 KM 

37 Bxe6 

38 d5 

39 gxf3 


Bh6 

Bg5 

Rg7 

BaB 

Rf8 

c5 

Bd5 

cxb4 

axbS 

Og5 

NWS 

Rf7 

Qg6 

b3 

Qd3 

Qe3+ 

c3 


40 Qc4 

41 Qg4+ 

42 e6 
White resigns 

Diagram of final position 


Rxf3 

Bh3 

Bxn 

Kh7 

Ng6 


1 

NO 

Nffi 

2 

o4 . 

e6 

3 

NC3 

dS 

4 

d4 

C6 

5 

Bg5 

h6 

6 

Bh4 

*C4 

7 

b4 

85 

8 

Bg3 

b£ 

9 

Be2 

Bb7 

10 

e5 

NM5 

11 

a4 

aS 

12 

NtcgS 

Nxg3 

13 

Nxf7 

Kxf7 

14 

fcg3 

Kgfi 

IS 

w> 

Nd7 

IB 

Bfl4 

. 087 

17 

Ne4 

Rh7 

18 

NdB 

Rb8 

19 

b4 

te 
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Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene'S dai¬ 
ly column in 77ie Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B.T. Batsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in die Weekend 
section cm Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is a 
variation from the game Korchnoi 
— Speelmam Brussels 1Q8S. 

Both sides have their forces buzz¬ 
ing dangerously dose to the oppos¬ 
ing king. However, it is Blacks 
move and this arables him tu land 
a decisive Mow. Can you see how? 


Solution on page 46 



BOXING: REID MAY BE NEXT IF AMERICAN IS BEATEN IN STYLE AT WEMBLEY 

Graham chases world title chance 


IF Hero! Graham beats Vinny 
Pazienza. of the United States, 
at Wembley Arena on Satur¬ 
day. the man who was known 
in the Eighties as the best 
British boxer never to have 
won a world championship 
could be in line for a title bout 
with Robin Reid, of Runcorn, 
the World Boxing Council 
(WBC) champion. 

Frank Maloney, the pro¬ 
moter, said yesterday that 
Graham, who is ranked No 4 
by the WBC. would be moved 
up to No 1 and the mandatory 
challenger position if he im¬ 
presses against Pazienza, from 
Rhode Island. “When I sal 
with Herd in February in that 
pub in Petticoat Lane when he 


By Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent 


did a deal with us. i never 
imagined that I'd be sitting 
here in the West End today 
talking about him topping a 
biff at Wembley." Warren 
said. 

“irs like a dream. I only 
took him on a fight-by-fight 
basis, but when he knocked 
out Chris Johnson. I quickly 
rushed a contract under his 
nose. The WBC have told me 
that they’ll be watching his 
performance on Saturday 
and. if he wins well, he will be 
moved up to No I and I expect 
he will fight Reid by next 
autumn.” 

Graham said that it was not 


surprising thar he was still 
capable of giving younger 
men a lesson in the art of 
boxing. While he was not as 
robust as he once was, he said 
that he still had enough of his 
speed, reflexes and skill to take 
him to the world title that he 
came close to winning on two 
previous occasions. 

"I believe that I have still got 
it,” Graham, from Sheffield, 
said. “I know the speed and 
reflexes are still there. I have 
been sparring with two or 
three opponents at the same 
time and none have been able 
to touch me. My first two 
fights of my comeback did not 


FOR THE RECORD 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NR): Minnesota 11 
Green Bay 27. 


ATHLETICS 


COSFOfHJ: RapresenMNe match; Men: 
\ J Mcorfwuse (Nor*) 30-38. 2, S Be* 

(North! 31.00,3. KLamb (Mdtarx&l 3101; 
4. C Udafl (Mriandsl 31-14; 5. M Yalfru 
(East) 3120; 6. S Rfsa (British Universities) 
3122. 7, J Brown (North) 3129 Teams: 1. 
North 58. Z Midtands 7B: 3. East 86; 4. 
Souh 150:5. Rtyal Air Force 237 Women: 
1. A Wright (Mrinras) 2259; Z A Outran 
(British Universities) 23:44; 3. S Benttay 
fMcfiandt) 23-53; 4. J Mtcftel (British 
Urtwrettit*) 24-05; 5. J Tumbuti (North) 
2420; 8. B Jenkins (North) 24:34 Teams: 
1. Midlands 20: 2. North 32: 3. BnOsh 
Umereates 41; 4, East 85 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA)- Utah 
100 New Jersey 85. 


CRICKET 


SUPBtSPOHT SERIES (Ural dey oMowr. 
Durban: Eastern Province 238-fi dec (K C 
Wee8efefi6,JKmpb1notouO;Natel33-2. 
Match drawn. Johannesburg: Gauteng 09 
and IBS Free Stale SOS and 70-3. Free 
Stele wm by nght wickets. 

TOUR MATOCS: One day: Canberra: 
South Africans 268-6 0 H Kalis SO not out): 
PmwM*i#ier - sW 257-7 WEHueeey 91. M 
J Slater 70) South Africans mn by 11 runs. 
Fhwl day of tour: Cope Town: Wrrtt Indies 
A 290 end 174; Waclmn Province 109 end 
232 (H D Ackerman 72, H Parwailwr 53; O 
D Gibson 5BS). Wfes> Indies A win by 23 
tuns. 


FOOTBALL 


NA710NW1DE LEAGUE ThW CWsJom 
Postponed: Colchester v Cardiff, Deuting- 
ton .v Stawstuy, Macdesfefc) v 
Scunthorpe. 

FA Ut«nO TROPHY; Third quallfyfng 
round reptoy* Postponed : Margate v 
Corby; Abngdon Town v Sitting Oeuma 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: FM 
dhwfart Arswef 1 Nawrh 0 
SCHOOLS MATCH: Boedte 8 Dutitunw 
Cup; Repton 3 Eton 1- 
WQRLO CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP! Soros** 
Dortmund (Ger) 2 Quaant (Br) 0 (In Tofcyol. 


FA UMBRO TROPHY: FVst-raund draw: 
Barrow v Worksop: Marne or Grantham v 
Bradford PA or Leagh RMI. Haitax v Bfyth 
Spartans: Lancaster v iMontnwtch; 

Hednesfcad v Gainsborot^h: Burton AJb v 
Great Harwood or Wnon; Gutsdey v 
Teltord: Moracambe v SoftaJ or Emtey. 
Hyde v Boston Utd, Altrincham v Runcorn; 
Statybndge w Gateshead Bshoo Auckland 
v Caiwyn Bay: Soiahpon v Matlock or 
Wrnsfcyd lira: Gieaey v Leek Tn; Ashton 
Utd v Chcriey; KEtterrgv Dorctetter. 
Welting Utd v Slough. Dagenham and 
Redbridge v Bi Senary Beshtey v Wisbech 
or Rounds. Hayes v Merthyr Tydfa or 
Cambridge City. KttJerminsief v 
BerWiamsied: Bath w Hastings: Stewrrage 
v Chesftam Utd. Woking v Coiby or 
Margate; Rushden and Diamonds v 
FamDorouqti; Enfield v Cheltenham: Here- 
tord Utd v Dutwtfi Hamlet; Boreham Wood 
v Cheimslom Coy; Puritan v Dorer, Yewi v 
Yeadng, St Abans v Smtngboume re 
Abmgdon Tr: Badngstoke v Gloucester 
□ Ties to be pfayedon January 10.1998 

Monday's Itfa results 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: Bolter 1 

Newcastle 0 

VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: SpekSrro 
Cup: Second round: Stevenage OYeowt 3 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: PHsfcfen's Cup: 
First round: Postponed: Emtey v 
Stockstridge. 

FtYMAN LEAGUE: FuB Members Cup 
Second round: Boqnor Regs 3 Wanting i 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dWNon; Chetsee 3 Portsmouth 0, Queens 
Park Rangers 2 Bagman 1. 

PONDN'S LEAGUE; Cup: Group three: 
LeteestwO Derby 1 

FA CARLSBBtG VASE: Second-round 
1 AfTTShrepe weitare 0. 
DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dMfiton: Postponed: Keynsham v 
Backmi 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
round: Sunderland 1 Owe 2; Southamp¬ 
ton S Heron 0. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES; Premia. League 
Trophy. Under-lft Worcestershire t 
Shropshire i; mw London i Buckingham¬ 
shire i. 

DUTCH LEAGUE Ai® 2 Fortuna &ttad 0. 
BELGIAN LEAGUE; BniHE&JAndetlechM. 
SPANISH LEAGUE: Barcelona 3 Menda 1. 
PORTUGUESE LEAGUE: Laca 1 Sportng 
Lisbon ft FC Porto 5 Farenso 2. 
ARGENTINE LEAGUE: Indeoendente 2 
Colon 1; Gfennasay TVo 1 Racing 1; Linton 
3 Cnvresta La Plata 3: Estudtentes 0 River 
Rate 2; NewefTs Old Boys t Ferro Ceml 
Oee» 2; Wsta Sar&Nd S Roum Carer*! 1. 
Ftatense 3 Deportivn Esparto) i; San 


Lorenzo r Lanus 1; Boca Jursore 2 Huracan 
1: Argenuras Juraorc 1 Gmnftsre Jujuy 3 
BRAZILIAN CHAMPIONSHIP: SemHlnaJ 
stage: Group A: Portuguesa i Vasco da 
Gama 3. Flamengo 2 Juwntuda 0 Group 
B: tnremadonai 4 Samos. 1: Paftrmras 3 
Afencxi Mmwo 1. 


GOLF 


ionshji: Leaden alter two rounds: 2i 
Scretand (A Crerar 66. D Thomson 701.284: 
Wales (P Mayo 71. S Babb 73) 2B& 
England (PWetoelingh 71. B Brimmer 71. P 
Lycos 711, Italy. Roland 287: Austria 288: 
Span Other score: 2ST: Ireland (R Glas 
73. D McGrane 73) 

AROSRA. Portugal: WPGET qualifying 
schOoT Laadteg test-round scores (Great 
Britan and Ireland unless stared) 71: h 
Fnes (Swe). L Ptrlo (US). 72:1 Macon (»). L 
West (US) 73: E Etreri rGer), L Ecuuoa. H 
onisson (Swei. L Kieua (Ft) 74: H Hapfcns 
|Au9). M McAay, 3 Ekhind ISwi. A Mint 
tAusi. A B Sanchez (Spl. S Moon (US) 75: 
jKintoch. J easterner |Fr).SCswtlleri (lfl.M 
Madfl. N Mrtsson (Swe) 


HANDBALL 


BONN, Germany; Women's world cham- 

Auamaae fcS togtte 24 

Group B; Croatia 27 Canada 14: Norway 34 
Belarus 21 Group C: Romerta 44 Atgeria 
23: Hurgaiy 38 Uruguey 12 Group D: 
Maoatona 38 Slovenia 22. Russia 27 
Csch Republic 24. 


HOCKEY 


WOMEN'S TOUR MATCH: Wee Witney 2 
StatonbosctiUfw(SA)3 
EHA WOMEN'S PLATE: Second round: 
Abingdon 0 Standard € (Standard wn 2-1 
on pens): AnttiesMe 0 DreharTi Unfwrsny 1; 
Btasscrrfiefc! 3 Rover Cowtey 10. Borene- 
mouth 9 Taw Valey 0: BromWy 0 Poty i. 
Breton 1 Cnesmr 4. Cambridge Unneresy 2 
Luton 1- Chetfuit 2 Letchwonh 3: Chttiem 
0 Cambridge City 4. CdChester 1 Graves 
sndO EasaxiwneDS©venDaXs2 Famtxx- 
ough 2 Sonreng 1. Harrow 0 Beep's Srrat- 
lord 0 (Harrow wm 3-2 on pens). Hawaii 2 
Cjmherley ft. Hamcasde 3 Peterborough 2 
(Homcastie wm 3-2 on pens); krtfiw 
Stephen 2 Adel 2 (Kfrtiby win 4<3 on pens): 
Lanodorm 2 Bah ft. LSington 2 Ea® Gfcjucs 
1: Manchester Pasters 1 Wcrhsop 4. Moso 
Part* 0 Oeeside 7: Noston 1 Wtenraon 
Part 3; Norwich Uron 2 St Neds 2 (Not- 


mean anting, but by the 
time 1 fought Johnson last 
June. I had got much of my old 
sharpness back.” 

Graham returned to the 
ring last November after an 
absence of four years. Many 
were concerned about his 
health at that time, but. after 
his eight-round win over John¬ 
son. a highly-rared Canadian, 
the doubters are having to 
think again. 

□ John Fashanu, the football¬ 
er who was cleared of match- 
fixing allegations in August, 
has taken over the manage¬ 
ment of the business affairs of 
Herbie Hide, the World Box¬ 
ing Organisation heavyweight 
champion, from Norwich. 


wich wm 3-r on pens): Raadvxj 9 WodBon 
Bassert 0: Saracens 0 Lmcoin Imps 0. 
Shettield 3 Dritfiatd 2. Shfur-an 0 Hsrbome 
3; Rmoertey U North Stalls 4. Tunbridge 
Weds 0 DrAwieti 6. Wetarvn Garten Citv 3 
Hounslow i; Wea Hens i Maidermeso 3 
BHA WOMEN'S CUP: Fifth-round draw: 
CSflon v Che 1msSord. Doncaster i Ppyrtar' 
Harteslan Magpies v Trojans: L«c« 
Slough: LoughPorourei Siuderis v Ofron, 
Sunon Cc*OTe*d v Buchnefl. Weflon v 
Hrnwm; YK*mg v Aldndge. 

□Tibs 10 oe played on February 15. 1098 

ICE HOCKEY ~ 

EXPRESS CUP: Manchester Siorm S 
Nottingham Pemhers 8 (OT). BasjngsioKe 
Bisofis 3 Ayr Scottish Eagtw S. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL!: Sunday: New 
Vert. Rangers 1 Honda 1 (OT); Edmonton 6 
SanJoaei Monday:Calmry3SanJo$e2 
lOT); CanAna 3 Boston 1; FlontJa 2 Phoeon: 
3: Montreal 0 Pmsburgh i; PtwadeiplM 1 
Buftato 1 (OT): Demjtt 3 Vancouver 3 (OT1 

NETBALL ~ 

TOUR MATCH: Ut-. Select VII 30 New 
Zealand VII73 fn G'asgow) 


SQUASH 


BOMBAY: Uohndre irttemafionN chafl- 
onoB.-Firet round: JeftSher Khan (PeW tf S 
Meads tErgJ 15-S. 15-12. 16-17. 13-15. 
15-8. D Jahson (AuS) bl K Siuia (PaM 
15-10,15-11. 13-15. &-15.15-11. M Heath 
(Scot! Of M Mrar lEgypfl 12-1S. 13-15 
15- ia J5-6,15-8: D Rvan (Irel bt T Gamer 
lEng) 15-13, 15-13, 15-11; M ChaJonei 
lEng) bt AnpKl l*hjn (Pak) 16-17 IE-5, 
15J. 11-13, 15-t. C Walker (Eng) bl Anon 
Sngh (lnddl 15-11, 1M, 10 - 1 $. 15-8; A 
Gough (Wales) bl S Casteteyn (Bell 15-14. 
15-8. 13-15. M M Caw (Engl bt A 
Hands (Eng) 15-12. W2.1M: P Johnson 
(Era) h j Etonaat ifti lo-io. 15-4. 9-i ihl 
S F&1» (Engl bt G Rydmg (Cant 15-3 
15.10,15-7; R Eytw (Aus) KGB Boroto- 
ssey (Egypi) 153. 9^15. 155 . 1510 P 
Nrcoi (Soot) w P Marshall (Engl 15-4.12-15 
15-4,1543; J P»et (Can) b! N Taylor (&rg) 
155,1510,8-15,15-8: A Wac* iEgypti te 
D Maddmgs [Eng| 17-16. 9-lIT 155. 159 
l RcMtana (Aus) & A Bararte tcm-pit 153. 
13-15,7-15,159,1512. B Davies ;Auslt» 
urbat Jahan (Palg 1510.159.6-15.155 
Second round: Chelate u Walker 17-15. 
15J. 151ft. Eyi« W Gough 1513. 11-15. 
1511. 515, 1511; Parve m Cairns 515. 
15-4. 155. 15-3; Ned w Jonnson 1&-a. 
1515. 159. 156 
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Lara fails again as Pakistan surge towards victory in second Test 


TELEVISION CHOICE 



The 



crocs 


Lara reflects on another batting disappointment as he walks back to the pavilion after being dismissed by Wasim for one yesterday 

West Indies lack heart for fight 


WE MIGHT not have reached, abso¬ 
lutely and finally, the moment when 
West Indian cricket can sink no farther 
but. far the time being, this wretched 
team remains anchored to the seabed. 
The players may dream of liberation 
but only they can find the necessary 
means of release and the will simply is 
not there. 

Their performance yesterday — as 
they ended the fourth day of this 
second Test on 99 for six after Pakistan 
had scored 471. to take a lead of 168 — 
was pitiful. It was also predictable. 
This is a team without heart and 
divided against itself. David Lloyd, the 
England coach, who left for Lahore 
yesterday morning to join his players, 
can tell diem without a hint of a lie that 
they will never have a better chance of 
winning in the Caribbean, when they 
go there next month. 

Only rain can prevent Pakistan from 
adding an innings victory here to the 
one they claimed in Peshawar two 
weeks ago. Showers are forecast today, 
bur if the weather conspires with West 
Indies to deny Pakistan another win it 
will be most unjust. Despite the loss of 


From Michael Henderson in Rawalpindi 


5S overs m this match to overnight dew 
and bad light only one side has played 
with a purpose. 

Hooper, die languid Guyanese, of¬ 
fered some defiance yesterday, driving 
Mushtaq Ahmed for three sixes in an 
over, and he resumes on 44. At the 
other end is Bishop, a busted flush as a 
bowler, and when he is out there are 
only the other three fast men to follow. 
The game should be over inside an 
hour. 

Lara — alas, poor Lara! Wasim 
Akram caught him in his follow- 
through after the batsman had 
sneaked one run from 16 balls. He has 
made only 56 runs in four innings and, 
having put down two catches at slip, he 
owes them 132 runs before he can move 
into credit. As he has done for about 18 
months, he looks a distracted man. Are 
Warwickshire really so anxious for 
him to lead their side? 

Wallace and Stuart Williams, who 
have been promoted way beyond their 
statical, had gone by then. Waqart 
superb hall, curving in to the batsman 


from the line of leg stump, would have 
flattened Wallace's wicket and Wil¬ 
liams drove Wasim to gully, where 
Azhar knocked up a sharp catch. So, in 
no time at'all. West Indies were 26 for 
three, just the start a ream needs when 
it is trying to bat for a day and 
a half. 

For a while, Campbell kept the 
bowlers out as he has done diligently 
this past month. Then Mushtaq 
bowled him off both legs and. in a 
storming finish to the day. Wasim 
returned to dismiss Chanderpaul leg 
before and David Williams, respond¬ 
ing to Hooper's call, was run out from 
mid-off by Mushtaq’s direct hit 

Die day ended acrimoniously when 
Waqar. completing his over off a short 
run. bowled a beamer at Hooper that 
touched the batsman’s gloves as it flew 
low through to Mom. There was chaos 
as wicketkeeper and bowler appealed 
for die catch, Javed Akhtar, the 
umpire, failed to call no-ball or issue a 
warning to Waqar and David Shep¬ 
herd. the square-leg umpire, decided 


that the light was sufficiently poor for 
everybody to go home. 

Presumably the co-bail wfll be called 
retrospectively and Waqar. warned for 
the offence, will complete the over this 
morning. A beamer is a shocking ball 
at the best of times and, in the fading 
light of the evening, it was extremely 
difficult for Hooper to pick up its flig 
Surely a yorker would have been nx 
telling. 

Until they began their second in¬ 
nings, West Indies had enjoyed much 
their best day of the series. Pakistan, 
who res u med on 403 for three, were 
able to add oily 68 more runs after 
I rua mam-ul-Haq, sniffing his first 
double hundred in Tests, was caught 
by Campbell off Walsh early 
an. 

It was another mighty effort by the 
West Indies captain, who finished with 
five for 143 from 43 overs. He must be 
sick and tired of flogging his guts out 
on behalf of people whose own 
performances are so inadequate. Here 
is one player whose spirit is indomita¬ 
ble. The others you would not pay in 
washers. 


Tendulkar under scrutiny 


SACHIN TENDULKAR’S 
captaincy of India will be 
under the spotlight during the 
third and deciding Test 
against Sri Lanka, starting in 
Bombay today. “I’m not wor¬ 
ried about keeping or losing 
my captaincy. What's impor¬ 
tant is for the team to win," 
Tendulkar said. 

Cricket officials in India 
said that Tendulkar’s leader¬ 
ship would be reviewed on the 
second day of the Test. He 


was appointed captain after a 
lacklustre display by the team 
that toured England under 
Mohammad Azharuddin in 
1996. but his position has been 
questioned because of indif¬ 
ferent results in the past year. 

At the same time, the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India 
has been criticised for putting 
too much of a burden on 
Tendulkar, who is already the 
backbone of the side’s baiting. 
Tendulkar, meanwhile, is try¬ 


ing to focus cm the task of 
winning the final Test to take 
the series after two drawn 
matches. 

"We learnt a few lessons 
from the first Test dial we 
failed to win because we had 
not batted with any great 
enterprise." he said. “We 
batted more positively in the 
second Test We will continue 
to do so to give our bowlers 
enough time to dismiss the 
opposition twice." 


SCOREBOARD FROM RAWALPINDI 


WEST MOSS: Rrsf tnUhofl'303' (ST 
Chamfeipajl 95. S L Carpbel 78; Azhar 
Mahmood 4torS3). 

Second 1m rings 

S L Campbafl b Mushtaq..-. 34 

P A Wallace bw b Waqar-8 

S C WfSama c Azhar b MMm Atom _ 1 

B C Lais c and b Wasim Ata*m._ 1 

C L Hooper not OUL.-....— 44 

SChendwpaul txrb Wasim Atoam.7 

TO WBSams nm out.-----0 

IR Bishop notour-:-- 1 

Extras (nb3)-3 

Total (8«Ms)-98 

FAU. OF WICKETS; 1-9.2-10.3-26.4-«7, 
548.846. 

BOWLING: Wasim AJoam 95.17-3; 
Waqar Yowia 7-M9-1; Shoato AUtar 
7-2-21-0: Azhar Mahmood 2-1-44; 
Mushtaq Ahmed 8-3-28-0. 


PAKJCTAtttfc* tnfihgi ' 
SeaedArawrc Wffiansb Ambrose- 18 

Aantir SoheflcsubbWahh_160 

flaz Ahmed cWStoceb Rose.-.... 10 

Inzamomi-Haq c Campbell b Walsh.. 177 
Uohanvntd Wasim c Hoop* b Weteh_2B 

tMotn Khan c WMoms b Hose__1 

A2har Mahmood cWBarreb Rose... 14 

*Wasin Akram b Bfchcp__ 11 

Waoar Ybins Ibw b Walsh_2 

Mushtaq Ahmed not oU_--.... 0 

Shoe* Akhtar C Hooper OWairfi-1 

Extras (b 13. to 9, w <5. nb 25)-.J3 

Total-471 

FAU. OF WICKETS: 1-41. 2-«4> 3387. 
4-414,5-415, 6-437. 7-459,8-40B. 9-468. 
B0WUNG: WMsh 43.1-6-1433; Ambrose 
19-343-1; Bishop 24440-1; Bon 33-7- 
923; Hooper 17-1-71-0. 

OnpaBK D R Shepherd (England) and 
Javed AMttr (RaWstan). 


Take it from me, 
your memory need never 
let you down again.'' 

Ill Dominic (MJri'.-ii. hw; linii.-'- I'orlt! Menn>.-\ ( It.v.iipion 



TVE CREATED Super 
Memory Power, together 
with Linguapbone, one of 
the world's leading pub¬ 
lishers of self-education 
courses, to help you take 
control of the vast potential 
of your memory — just as 
I did to become World 
Memory Champion five con¬ 
secutive times. 

Many people find they can’t 
remember crucial facts just when 
they need them. When that 
happens, the consequences can 
be embarrassing and sometimes 
disastrous. 

Transform your memory, 
transform your life. 

‘just think of all the 
opportunities a better memory 
will open up. Youll be able to 
remember names and faces,- 
speak in public with a new 
confidence and clarity,- study 
new subjects more effectively; 


and impress the world with 
your dazzling encyclopaedic 
knowledge. In fact, youll have 
all the facts and figures you 
need at your fingertips. 

It worked for me - 
so it can work for yon. 

“You don't have to be an 
academic high flyer to have a 
powerful, reliable memory. Look 
at me. 1 left school before doing 
'A 1 levels - just because I thought 
I was going to fail. 

If only I'd known then that 
one day I'd be able to remember 
countless telephone numbers, 
friends' birthdays and plan 
business appointments months 
in advance. 

The reason Super Memory 
Power works is that it's based 
on a simple method that every¬ 
one can use. 

You'll start improving your 
memory right from the first 
lesson. And it has the endorse¬ 
ment of Linguaphone. 

See for yourself — FREE. 

'Send for your FREE demon¬ 
stration cassette and information 
pack now. Along with full 
details of the techniques youll 
be using, to improve your 
memory, you'll see for yourself 
just how easy and effective it is. 
Ill also tell you about our 14-day 
home trial. 

Simply telephone free on 
0800 177 199 or complete and 
return the coupon below." 


CALL 0800 177 199 FREE 


YES. OF COURSE ( a/ouU tih is ro^rotu my memory sfafis Please Hid 
■ir a demonstration cassette and information fuck on Dominic O'Briens 
“Super Memory Power" 

Mr/NWMKs/Ms ___ 

Address ._ 


Postcode 


IWOZ 


Post to I* snap ranwdl $Kpcr Memory Power; Freepost, London SW15 2ZZ. 
!d>BerwftlJ(«rAa*Bnotri^M=fiiKM>>BaApc« M i n ^ al ^^ Bartaca 6B^|nbariaMei O 


England prepare for light 
work after arduous journey 


THE England party arrived in 
Lahore yesterday after an 
arduous 17-hour journey from 
Heathrow. Three separate 
flights were needed, with stops 
at Dubai and Karachi, before 
the players and management 
touched down at the start of 
the short trip to Pakistan that 
precedes the four 
nations one-day tournament 
at Sharjah. 

Some players reckoned they 
could have travelled to Aus¬ 
tralia in foe time it took to get 
to reach the Lahore hotel that 
will be their base for the next 
six days of warm-up work — 
before they retrace their steps 
back via Karachi and on 
across the Arabian Gulf to 
Sharjah. 

The journey yesterday, fol¬ 
lowing an overnight flight to 
Dubai, included a 3h hour 


By Our Sports Staff 

wait at Karachi airport David 
Lloyd, the England coach, 
was in the Lahore hotel lobby 
to greet his weary players — 
and he reported durpSy that 
his own outward journey four 
days ago took him just 7h 
hours on a direct flight from 
Manchester to Islamabad. 

Officials of the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) 
released details yesterday of 
the compensation counties 
will receive next summer if the 
proposal by David Graveney, 
the chairman of selectors, that 
England should gain extra 
control over players is passed 
at tiie meeting tomorrow of the 
First Class Forum. 

A working group of right, 
chaired by David Morgan, of 
Glamorgan, and including 




Answers from page 45 
5HALWAR . 

(b) Loose trousers worn by botb sexes in some South Aaaa countries, 
espedatty those worn by women together with a kameez. Unfa 
Salwar, Hindi salvor. Persian shulwar. H. R. F. Keating, In 
Chote Trusts Heart. 1972: "She was waring not a sari bat a 
ebeny-red kamerr. and shalwar." 

VESPASIENNE 

(a) A public lavatory in France. A shortening of colonne vespasienne 
V es f» « an rofamrt -An epoiqTOorntqs flavins VespgsiflfltfS. Roman 
Emperor. 69-79AD. who introd uc ed a tax on lavatories. “A pissotr. 
or, to give it Its polite name, a vespasienne, after the emp cr oi who 
was so soEdtons of man's frailty.’' 

TUKDION 

fa) A lively and som eti me s grotesque version of oiirah—h jpg 
galBanLThe tnnCon was danced wide the same steps as the galliard 
but more quietly. without spring." 

WANANCHI 

(a) The ind igenou s workers in Kenya and Tfatute the labouring 
masses. From tire Swahili pfara) of mwanandu an inhabitant or 
citizen. “For it was onty a fewweeks ago that President Nyexere was 
going abont giving the wananchi fwonseisf the good word about how 
Socialist Tanzania ms doing verymdy, (hank you." 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
2+! 2 Kxh2 Rxd2+ 3 Kgi Rg2+ 4 Kfl Ne3+ 5KeI Bxg6 with an 
; material advantage. 


Graveney and Bob Bennett, 
the England management 
committee chairman, con¬ 
cluded that England’s busy 
schedule in 19% and leading 
up to the 1999 World Cup, 
made it imperative that play¬ 
ers should be made available 
at any time for extra practice, 
match preparation or rest 

Cliff Barker, the ECB 
treasurer, one of the other 
members of the working 
group, has proposed that £500 
per day should be paid to 
county dubs in compensation 
for taking a player out of a 
county fixture. 

The present compensation 
of 75 per cent of international 
match fee, which varies ac¬ 
cording to seniority of player 
from between £1,500 and 
£ 1300 , will continue to be paid 
when players are selected for 
Test matches. Graveney said 
that if he is granted authority 
tomorrow he would be using it 
"with discretion and with dim 
regard for its impact on the 
first-class game". 

Graveney added that Eng¬ 
land had come to Lahore 
because of tiie need to practise 
under the lights of the Gaddafi 
Stadium in preparation for 
Sharjah. The squad are due to 
have their first outdoor oet 
practice today. 



Graveney: control 


TfeWadlfe Specials: Gfoeoiiilc - 
BBCl.SWpm 'LL" 

Docu m entaries about crocodiles are hanfly rare in 
the natural history canon but (his one offers a 
ample of new angles in addition to the otpeaed 

footage. For a start n triesto rescue thecroe from its 

reputation as just a ruthless predator. As the film 
snows, the species is weD-roannered and adaptable - 
and, whe n^itm^ng^ md^c aring^^ i ts 

for the .first time watch tiie crocodile hunting, at 
night for fish and molluscs. Another night 
sequence follows a confrontation between ones 
and lions over a tasty carcass. A more familiar 
episode is a crocodile attack on zebra as they cross 
a river, though we are spared the worst of the 
violence arid Bloodshed. . 

Modern Times: Arch People 
BBCZ, 9Mpm 

You might expect London's 4^00 railway arches to 
tell a tale or two. Bui credit to Derek Turnbull for 
seeing the potential for a documentary and making 
such an entertaining job erf it Brian, a cheery East 
Ender who is in tiie second-hand trade, may call 
himself an eccentric but in this context tiie term is 
relative. Especially as Turnbull’s next subject, who 
calls himself Master B, uses his areh for S and M 
and has tiie handcuffs, riding crop and leather 
strap to prove ft. John, a local policeEnan.'obseries 
that arm people are mostly reasonable people 
making an honest Dvina though there are same erf 
the other kind- Turnbull is not inclined to dwell cm 
these. Instead he unearths a gun club, a coffin 
maker, a gedf driving rangeanoa. mosque. By now 
nothing is surprising, not even a piano' duo 
running through the signature tune of Desert 
Island Discs. 

Twins—The Divided SeK 

J7V, 9j00pni (Scottish, K>30; Grampian. 11.40) 

This is not tiie first documentary to suggest that 
identical twins have special .problems. One is that 
bring so dose, tiie death of one can have a 
devastating effect on tite - survivor. Anthony 
Thomas* film features Bill and John Rriff. They 
work. eat. shop and sleep together and speak and 



Hatchling Nile crocodile (BBC!. &Q0psa) 


move in tandem.-o —ji*.—— — 

they approach 70, is that one wfll has* io«he first 
But the central concern of the p ro gramm e s 
academic research whfcb has candudea man me • 
experiences °f identical twins mat human “ 
jnSfigenre and bdiavkwr are, Jargety' 
m^^nrinetL^This notion is roixazty ttiaBenged. 
roost strikingly by tiie American twins Lormnd 
Reba SchappetL Their en viron ment a fittraDy 
dared, because they are joined a t the hea d. 
Despite this, they have distmctm: personalmes. 
aspirations and talents. 

Se cr et lives: Margot Fonteyn 
Channel 4.9X)Opm 

Those who follow this series will fcoowrmt toetpea 
much about Margot Fonteyn* dancing. Props . ' 
apar t from stressing that she was the supreme 
English ballerina offer generation, fiwe is finle to ’ 
say. But her private life was some dMag ris e. After a i 
timnnstfr* affair With tile nBuitJ Cwo fa i H Lambert -. 
she remained umnadied untiL at 35. she mantad 
the P anaman ian playboy Tito Arias. Rir the rest of 1 
his life she went obediently along wifit Ids desires : 
and whims. She ended up in prison after his : 
ridiculous attempt to plot a Panamanian - 
revolution and after-he-was shor and paralysed by . 
the husband, of one of his mistre ssa' shesaarificed ' 
everything to look after hin t Pespfe arthritg, she 
danced well beyond normal TenranenE tot to raise 
money for his medical fees. Pieter Waymark ; 


RADIO CHOICE 



Who Shags the Hero: No Jour of Are 
Radio 4.2DOpm 

This is a dramatisation erf the 1993 Paris 
taking in which Laurence Dreyfus* a 
teacher, protected her charges so ben 
writer is Bryony Lavery, who is one of the 
properties in British drama at present The story 
told here ranges over the 46 hours from the 
moment Eric Schmitt, armed with a gun and wrfh 
sticks of explosive strapped to his body, handed 
Dreyfus a note which read: “This is a hosts 
taking." Lavery has given proper emphasis to 
most myortant and intriguing aspect of ' 
which is how Dreyfus managed to 
atmosphere so calm that Schmitt felt 
enough to start releasing tbe children. Six of them, 
were left when the dimax came. 


UOmb Kevh Giwning and ZM Be* 9 l 00 Shion Mayo 12410 
Jo Whiay 2A0pm Mart RaOcttfe 440 Dam femes 0.15 
Newsbe* &30 fevering Session 430 Trada Update MO John 
FeeL Incfcidas a season from Magic Dkt iaoo May Anne 


and . 


idea 
it 


Hobbs 1 


CSw Warren 44101 


RADIO ? 


iMoytos 


400am Sarah Kennedy 730 Wate Up to Wogan 9 l 3Q (ten 
Bruce 11.30 Jimmy Young 1-30pro Pam Rhodes. Includes 
Brkfcs and Mortar 3JM Ed Stewart 5L05 John Dunn 7.00 Nick 
Baradough 8 j 00 Fo»t on 2 SLOO Skn Cater &30 John 
Mortimer Present s Sen sa tio nal British Trials lOuOO Auntie’s - 
FbrrArAtxmaSO Rtotiard Alraon 1245ara Stave Madden 

3,00AiwLaser 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


ejOOara The Braaktest nogramma &00 Mcty CanpbaB 124» 
MddsywWi Mar ZJOOpm Ruuds on Fra 400 Nationwide with 
.XAan Worrickar 7 M Hews Bora 7 JO John kwordate's 
Fbotbad Night Uva coverageof ffwfct dviskm dash between 
OPR and Norwich City. Inducting the Ntoonaf Lottery Live 
10.00 LASejohn 11-00 Nam Extra 12J0 After Hours ZOOm 
Up Al Mght wAh FTiod Sharp am Mbnting Report 


VIRGIN RADIO 


SjOOam Jeremy dark 7JO Chris Ewans IOjOO (FM) Robin 
Banks (AM) Qaham. Dene 1-OOpm (FM) Ntefc Abbot (MW) 
Nicky Home 4m Ruaa *n' Jono 7.00 (RT) Paul CoytB (AM) 
Catain Jones lOuOO Mark Forrest ZOOojb Rrchsd Porter 


TALK RADIO 


CJOam Paul Ross and Carat McQften am Scott Oi&tkn' 
12m lorrata Kely ZOOpm Tommy Boyd 4m Peter Dedey 
7J0 Arms Raebum aoo James Wlrale 1-OOam ten Cotins ' 


RADIO 3 


A Night With—Rkk Stem 
Radio 4.8£6pm 
There are series that have 
tine are series that amend a 

There are Sony awards in the latter beat 

that works is a good idea, ‘tonight, spa 
works for me because Stein is my 1 
the television chefs, partly because erf his 
e nv t r o tu u ai t Ian alto because he takes igmsefftess - 
seriously than some. He is good on the radio, far 
he has me knack of sounding con vers ationa l His 
recollections are indeed very much of the toghc 
night fishing, all-night parties, long and frenetic 
nights in the kitchen of his Padsfow restaurant. 
His choices in music are predictable (the Doors. 
the Stones] and his poetry choices are L 

(Keats. Tennyson)- ' Peter 1 


WORLD SERVICE 


ItJMlwn Nowaday am Bsop«Todty7JOO New 7.1B OtfBia ' 
Sheik The Grass is Sfogfng7mMstfdan LNeamNees 8.T0 
Pause tor Thought 8.15 Vfestwsy am Ewyvatnan MM 
Nomb;Nsv« in German (648only} SJMlWbrMBwtnssB Report : 
9 l 15 The Fsrrnng World 9m Sdsnstt FBS «48 Sports 
flounduplOmNewadesKTomOns Ffafalim H—deslc 
lim Sports MsraSonal VtJJO Norn liOBpca World 
Bustnoss Report 12.15 Brtatn Today 1230 Soundbite 12AS 
Sports Ru n >JjplJOONgwhour am Ne»s2JSOJIook 230 . 
MegnnK 3 jOO Nows; Naas In Goman (6(8 only) 3JB Sports - ^ 
Roundup 3.15 PBrformancs am Evarywoman *M Nets 

4.15 Rom Our Own Oonoparictani 4m the World Today 
News in German (648 only) A45 Britain Today 5JW Eurape 

: Today 5m\fltoifcl8usineB8RBport&45^3ort>Rouxlup «m t 
Newsdesk *m The Worics; News in Gsonan (646 orty) 7m 
-'NBWS7.IM Ouriook 7m P a us e lor ThoughtTm M utB r ackX- „ 
• Press 8m 

9.15 B<ain Today smon Screen lOjOONeesdbafc «L38 the 
Wold Today 1045 Sports HounCup lim News 1L05 
Outiook lim Mutttrack X-Pires izm Nnndssk izmsm 
Rom Oar Own Corespondent 1245 &Bafci Today ijgo ; 
NeiNSdericimOmnbus 2m N0N9dsy2J3O Meriden Boote - 
3m News 3m World BUskiess Report 3.1S Sptsts-Roundbp ’ 
am Jouney to the Centra of She Atom 345.CMdan in 
Conversation 4 jOO NwredasS 430 Euope Today sjoo 
Nawsday 5m EteOpe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


smwn Mck Bailey. InduAng the Moranu March sid 
Breakfesf Baroque 9M Henry Kely. KfaUael Baoy prepares 
red cabbagewtth apples and RbcotJ of the Wsch teetoas the 
best at lha newr ffibases impm Listener Raquast Hour wrth 
dsns Jorm 2JN Concerto. Weber (Clarinet Concerto (to 2 in E 
flag 3m Jemte Crick 6m Newsnigte 7m Smooih Ctasaics 
«m8i Join Brunrtng am Everting Concert. Rachmaranov 
(Rh^soc^r an a Theme of Paganini); Tchatowfcy {Seranade 
far aings in C); Brahms (Synphorv No 2 ft 0) 10-00 Wchee) 
Mappin. trKAxtesat 1135Nocturne2j00amConcerto(r)3j00 r - 
Mark Griffiths 4.“ 


6.00am On Air. Presertod by Stmhanie Hughes. 
DvoHfc (Song to the Moon, ftrsaflea); Vaughan 
WJBwns (Fartaata on a Then® of Thomas Taffis); 
ABegri (Mtsarere); Mozart (Horn Quirterin fi flat); 
SbeUus (The Swm of Tuonei^; Schubert 
(Nottwno in E fW) - 

9m Morning Collection, wfih Ftetar Hobdav. 
Komgofd (Suite Much Ado about I 
Schtinam (String Ouartat in AJ; Fauni l 
Pstteaa el Md&sande) 

10m Huefcal Encounters, mth Chris Wines. Marini 
(Shtonia, Balltetr and Sarabendes for Trebla 
Instruments and Contlnuo); TTppefl (Songs of 
Artej); Weber (Pfaio Sonera fw 3); Beethoven 
(Consecration oT the House, excerpts); Haydn 
(Ceflo Concerto til C); Chopin ^oton^se in A fiat); 
Smalley (Plano Trio) ‘ 
izm Composer of the Week: Cols Porter 
IJMpn The Radto 3 Lunchtime Concert From the 
Adrian Boult Hafl, Blmtingham. Sopfrie Danwnan. 
soprano, Eugene Asti, p&o, Schubert (Die VogaJ; 
Im FrOfflng; □« Mirtter Erde; Suletka 0: Wg 
(Seven Earty Songs); Mendelsaohn Cftuf Fttgeih 
des Gesanges; D»e Uebende Schrefct; Wenn Sich 
Zwa Herzen Scheiden: Neue Ueba; NacfrtSed) 
zm Mi dweek Cholcs, Call Susan Sharpe on 0171 
765 4308 with your classical music roquets 
4m Choral E vane o ng. Live from the Cathedral and 

Abbey Church of st Alban ■ -. 

smbiTuno. Sean Rafferty epkxes horror as he 
investigates an e9tf*Bon of Hammer Horror el 
Museum of the Moving Image'n London 


6.00 Rush Hour Conoartr Vofcos at the 1 

Hafl. Christopher Mafaran, barilcne.-- 

Martjnaau,jBano. fturtl (Po6me tfun jour); 

Drfxrssy (Trois Po6mes de Paul Vertafae); Ravel 
(Don Qulchoda A Dukfokeh Gurney (Four Songs); ■ 
Anon (Rvee Victorian and Edwarcfan Batiads) 

7J» Codmfalnclddes Ambrose and He Orchestra - 

wfth the vocalists Vera Lym, Sam Browne and 
Evefyn DaB (2ffl) (r) 

7mPsrtormancson3fSoun(fing1bsCsntury). 

Lwb ton th e Festival HaU. London. London 
Phftiarmo nfc Orchestra inder Gennad 
Rcehdastvensky. Prokofiev, err Rcehdeshensky 


Vadim Repin, vkffin 8m St Pafersbure Cty of 
MuaiptePersona ft ies. Solomon Volkov and others • - 
nveetigatB the Impact of the Actional cty on the 
otiturd Ha of thfrreal city am Prokofiev. arr ' »■ 
DcMraes (Maddalena). - 

Z55 Postscript Ashes and Phoenixes (SounAig 

ft Csotorfl-toaphen'Johnson trMHBartssrfw * 
Inffaertre of Darmstadt £V5) - -> 

loop Enssrabls. A recital by Janet 1-Bton, datot and ' * 

■ ' TkxnnUTfara piano. Vfaber(lnvitErtEon Id tiie 

Dance); Menddssohn (Clarinet Somtia in E ’ 

1045 NlgM Wavm, with Patrick Wright 
1 im Cqmpossr of the Week; Massantf ft) 
lZ30asr Jazz Notes. Another chance to hear L» 
Ffasweather's fatervtaw wtti Ofck Sudhtetsr 1 
- im Thraogb the Mght, with Donald MacLecvf 


■ - -5-0° PM, with CJare Engfish and Charte Lae-Pottar 
8.10Fan*«Toc&y6Z5 Prayer for the Dw 8m 5m Shaping Forecast 5^5 W^thar 

Todaya4OrestercfayinPBrtiBment8mvifaa0ter ’ 8J» Sbc CTCfodc News 630 WHdbratn. The sbth 

9JM News 9.05Mtdwssk, wBh the 7ines columnist . regional heat olthe wlkSfe quiz, from the Ftovai 

Libby Purves and guests Botanic Garden. EcSnburgh (ri ■ ^ ■ 

- - 7 m News 7rn The Arefwra 

7m Mysterious Warn. The 7smes coiumrrite Ubby 
-Pigves exanvnes the legacy of a Chrfefian 


10 m 


(FM1 Naurs; Power aid How to Bet tt. Jeremy 
Hardy concludes his tooirat those in positions of 


power and how they got thore (4/4) 

10J0 OM) Mew s ; Dally Sentlcs . 

10.15 (LW) On this Day, with Geoffrey Wheeler 
10 m Woman's Hour. Introduced by Jenri Murrey 
11J0 Ga rde ne r s ' Question Tims 6). 

12 m Near s; You and Yours/writh John WaSo 
1225pm BsDyfsncm. A nw series of the comatty 
drama 9eries by Christopher Ffe-Sknon. With • 
T.P. McKenna, Msrgset Ufitcy and Steta 
McCuakar (1/4) 12&S Weother 
1.00 Tbs World at Ona, with Nick Ctahe 
im The Arehsrs (r) im Shaping Forecast 
2m News; Who Stags toe Hero: No Joan of Arc, 
by Bryony Lavery. See Choice 
Treasure Mands. Wandy Coofing jotna I 
best paperbacks for ail 


• Tbb week aw takes a look at to 

- __prie 3tly trade over foe centuries ( 4 /a 

* , M y *'i»rtai—Rh* Stein. Sse^ofcs f4/8 
1130 T*** rimes cofomntst MWyn 

BrapS taNtra to British and French ftistorians and^- 
WHtitete abou the He of the chemist LsaoUer 


ZOO 


ths Earth, indudes a took te ti». 


2m Tfseaurs Manda. Wbndy Cooffiig iotns Mchaei 
Rosen to 1 

100 fiowSTThe Afternoon Shift wfth Daks Brehan 
4m N e n 4rn Kste ld oa c up s . Raul Gambacdni ' 
reviews Copland, starring Sweater SteBone, as a 
deaf New Yorfc street cop; and Bruce Baraaford's 
Second World War drama, Paradtee Road 
445 Short Store: Ash on Guav as Lawrence Scott 
reads his new story about* Ca r bb oo n Island 
threatened by e vocanic sn^Xfon 


10J0 JteW bSlWjsht. with Robin LustiQ '- 
10m Boolcm BscBknsr Another Tima, AndBiW 

by Jessie Keasoa Read by VSdd M??** 

H20 Thsfouanodgn. The final part of thecom^r 
' gdvrto re by Paul Lucas. Wfo Part HaigM«* 
Dermot Crowley ■ 

lim (LW) Todsy ln Parliament -' 

1120 (FM) Hair to fas Gate, Clive CotemanVpo{«^ 

yws art ri tile wortd of aw broadcasting.^ 

12 -°° H«rs IZSOsm Ths Lata Boole Miiuc te n* . 

. r .'t^ l BaTlos reacis fr* ■ 

1Z48 Stripping Forecast 1.OO As World Ssq£* . 


FREQUENCY OUtDG. RADK31 FM 97.6-89^. RADfO 2- FM88.0-80.2. RAOO 3. FM 902-82.4 „ 
944- LW 198; MW 720. RADKX5 UVE. MW 093. 900. WORLD SBIVICE. MW 848: LW 198 
CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102 WKMN HAPK>. FM 105S; MW 1197,121&-TALK RADWMW1053 
Tele rfiion and i^to-B aflngs >^ 4l i | i Pref by fold Daw, fan Hnghtia, Rosemary Smith, Susan' 
ttesgory and John McNsaisreL - - 
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Managers mucking in with the minions 


O ne of ihe problems with 
Back to flic Floor (BBC2), 
in which high-flying eceo- 
utives return to the equivalent of 
the shopflDor for a week, has been 
that this perfectly good manage¬ 
ment exercise does not always 
make perfectly good television. 
Last night's, the last in the series, 
smacked more of a management 
exercise than most — not for a 
minute during her stint as a 
nursing auxiliary did Ann Lloyd 
pretend that she wasn’t chief 
executive of the Ftenchay Hospital 
in BristoL Indeed, when her shift 
finished, off came the horrible 
overalls, on went the suit, and it 
was back to the office for more 
meetings. But it still made very 
good watching. 

Of course, the modern health 
service is almost guaranteed good 
watching. We watch for hours, 
transfixed by the relentless search 
for money, beds and pillows, 
hoping that one day somebody will 


come lip with the answer to the 
great question: "Why does it have 
to be like that?". A senior casualty 
^urse provided the easy answer: 
“I^n sure if we had endless funds 
we wouldn’t have any of the prob¬ 
lems that we have." but Lloyd 
wirics in a worid where the possib¬ 
ility of endless funds is about the 
same as finding a cure for death. 
"That’s true,” she conceded. 

As this was television, we had to 
get the silly part of die exercise 
over early. Uqyd was fully aware 
that becoming an auxiliary would 
mean getting her rubber gloves 
dirty and so were her new col¬ 
leagues. She would be starting — 
and quite possibly finishing — at 
the bottom. “Excrement," drooled 
one nurse. “Bodily... things," sal¬ 
ivated another. Anyway. Lloyd 
was seen — from a sensible dis¬ 
tance — gamely emptying all sorts 
of ghastly things and getting an 
with it “No worse than mucking 
out a horse, 1 suppose," she said. 


using an argument often used by 
new parents. “Smells worse," 
sniffed a colleague. 


W ith die kindergarten stuff 
out of the way. we moved 
on to more serious mat¬ 
ters, such as pay and pillows. Her 
temporary bras tackled her 
diplomatically but firmly on pay 


temporary colleague in the sluices, 
who put heron the spot. Kadi was 
paid £8£00 a year. “Hew much 
are you paid?" Lloyd, to her great 
credit, didn't dude at alL 
“£70,000.” We never discovered 
what die executive in charge of 
fallows earned, but possibly not as 
much as he expected after Lloyd 
had spent most of her week an the 
wards trying to find some. Back in 
the office, she was her steely chief 
executive self: “I hope he hasn’t 
had his performance-related pay 
this year.” Twenty new pillows 
arrived with the fmal credits. 





Matthew 

Bond 


With the distinction between 
. accident emergencies and medical 
emergencies perhaps a little ar¬ 
cane for most of us. it was Kadi’s 
unexpected elevation that stock in 
the memory, particularly as you 
couldn’t see a male boss having the 
imagination to do ft. A pointer of 
tilings to come came during a tea- 
break. when Uqyd took her back to 
the office. “Tea or coffee?" asked 
the secret ar y. “Earl Grey, please." 


answered Lloyd, still in her over¬ 
alls. There was a short but career- 
determining pause. "Ill have an 
Earl Grey too. please," said Kath. 
The new general services manager 
was on her way. 

Hospitals feature increasingly 
large in Underworld (Channel 4), 
the comedydrama serial written 
by Andy Hamilton. Aunt Doreen 
(Annette Crosbie) may have moved 
her baffling but entertaining sub¬ 
plot into a hospice, but the ward 
action continues apace. No sooner 
has one semi-reformed under¬ 
world leader paid for a new wing, 
than another, of the unreformed 
variety, bums ft down, pausing 
only long enough to push an 
injured hitman down a liftshaft 

A trip to the maternity wards 
should also have been on die cards 
last night but the ambulance 
never made it Instead. Dennis 
and Clare's baby was delivered by 
his childless former wife. Susan 
(Susan Wooldridge) in a scene that 


moved from humour to tragedy in 
the blink of a tearful eye. Some 
would describe such writing as 
genius. I, while not wholly dis¬ 
agreeing, would point out that it 
can be difficult to keep up with. 

T he fact that Hamilton has 
also co-produced might ex¬ 
plain an occasional tenden¬ 
cy for the plot to fall totally asleep 
for a few minutes. After all. there 
can be nothing harder than telling 
yourself that your six-pan creation 
might actually work better in four. 
If Hamilton had that conversation 
with himself, Hamilton the writer 
won, which is why we have a 
slightly sluggish narrative to 
watch, but some beautiful observa¬ 
tion and acting to admire. Last 
night, the acting honours went to 
Trevor Peacock, who plavs Dad 
Middlemass, the pensioned-off but 
still head-butting former gangland 
bass, who set things nicely up for 
next week’s conclusion by reveal¬ 


ing that the two feuding gangsters, 
Middlemass (Alun Armstrong) 
and Jezzard (Kevin McNally) are 
half-brothers, I told you it was 
difficult to keep up. 

No problem keeping up with 
Best Friends (BBC2); ft's only 
about eight minutes long. Peter 
Waterman and Keith Jackson are 
best friends, have been since their 
childhood in Coventry. Waterman 
is an extremely well known and 
extremely rich record producer 
and Jackson is a too! designer. We 
heard Waterman explaining why 
he preferred to keep their friend¬ 
ship away from the recording 
studio Che's my refuge and sanct¬ 
uary from work"), but nothing 
about Waterman’s other famous 
passion: trains. Jackson, who sai d 
he felt slightly excluded from 
Waterman’s showbiz life, was in¬ 
terviewed with a model train lying 
on the carpet of his front room. 
Does his best mate ever let him 
play with the real thing? 


&00ani Business Breakfast (13715) 

7M BBC Breakfast News (85845) 

9.00 Good Living 

9-25 Style OtaBengs (1546777) 

9J>0KUroy (T) (2284067) 

§ 1030 Cent Cook, Wont Cook (1054932) 
1055 The ReoHy Useful Show (8053406) 

11.3S Change That in Durham (3279357) 
12-00 News (T) and weather (9793864) 
12.05pm Call My Bluff (2904357) 

1&35GHM U* A Cfua 5577845) 

1.00 News ft and weather (88932) 

1 J30 Regional News and weather 
(17746086) 

1*0 The Weather Shew (86640845) 

1.45 Neighbours ft (72069319) 

2X5 Quincy (2/2) (r) (1363608) 
LSSWogan's Best of Blanket? Blank 
(2092680) 

3.30 P layda y a at the Roundabout Stop (r) 
(7003154) X50 ChucWeVtscn fri 

(7083390) 4.10 Get Votr Own Back (T) 
13618870) 435 Out d Tune (T) (2985880) 
_ 5.00 Newsround (7731195) 5.10 Bue 

► Peter (T) (6692203) 

535 Neighbours (f) ft (835999) 

6.00 News and weather (38) 

430 Regional News Magazine (90) 

7.00 Face Value Does winning Ihe lottery 
affect the way you dress? ft (3336) 

7 JO Tomorrow’s World A new technique to 
convert blood from one type to anottter. 
the arport of the future ft (74) 
S^OHnihiiWBdiifiSpicUK : 
MUM Croctxffifl David . 
Attenborough presents an insight into 
crocodiles, survivors from the age of the 
dinosaurs ft (748777) 

8.45 The National Lnttssy live with music by 
Robbie WHtemo and a guest appearance 
from Driving Schoafs Maureen Rees ft 
(200680) 

9.00 News (T) regional news and weather 
(7203) 

9J0 Absolutely Fetation*: Tha^nd Eddie's 
on a retreat. Patsy in New York, Setiyott 
the scene and only Mother left m foe 
house ft (r) (68593) 

9J59 National Lottery Update (631222) 
IQjQOTha X FDas Scufly undergoes a 
transformation when she bumps into a 
ty lonely divorce ft (679654) 

“lOASTom Jo n as Things took bleak for Tam 
and Sophia when Lady Beteston 
surprises them together, and tuns to the 
'sinister Lord FeOamar for advice on 
keeping the two young fevers apart (r)ft 
(622932) WALES: 1045 Fighting Class: 
Peedess Jim (576203) 11.15 Social 
Action Week 1997 (987796) 11.20 Tom 
Jones (973338) 12.15am Welsh 
Questions (60075) 12*5 FILM: 
ffigrt breaker (568162) 2.15 News 
(7253146) 220 BBC News 24 
11-40 NfgMbrsakar (1989) Mart* 1 Sheen and 
□wm Emfllo Estevez pty the same character in 
HOI this drama about a''naive doctor who 
witnesses- the .use of US soldiers as 
guinea pigs in the nuclear tests erf the 
1950s- Greeted by Peter MarMe ft 
1137425) 

1.15am Weadwr (990161.7) 

I 120 BBC News ai 


WdaoWuM- and MUh PtawCode* 
The number* nexrtoescttTV pro ga mme 
bating am Video PfeiaCoda^ lumber* -sNch 


6-OOam Technology: ffiddan Power (41086) 

• 6200iannel.1uCofnmuricaJfonp68te) 
7.00 See Hew Breakfast News (T and 

signing) (3579154) 

7.15TeMuhbUw (r) (2766154) 7.40 The 
Perils of. Penelope Prtstop (r ) (8126715) 
5JB IfB Never Work (r) £6311932) 820 
Model Mffie (r) (8715357) 845 The 
Record (9896672) 9.10 What? Where? 
When? Why? (6381951) 925 Bigreh 
Express (4427406) 845 Words and 
Pictures (9080135) 10.00 TeJetobWes ft) 

' (70425) 1020 Numbertime (5296796) 
1045 Watch (5284951) 1120 Around 
Scotland (9966628) 1120 Job Bank 
(1714680) 1140 Revista (4162609) 
11-55 Quinze Minutes Plus (2351406) 

. 12.10pm Science in Action (8386KJ3) 
1220W6ridng Lunch (86999) 120 Noddy (t) 
(50841574) 1.10 The History Hour from 
Wakefield (2737406) 2.10 Going, Going, 
Gone (64903203) 240 News (?) 
(7159222) 245 Westminster ft 
(4152796) 3-55 News ft (9175067) 

A0O Ready Sternly Cook (13) 420 Through 
the Keyhole (2984951) 4J55 Esther Baby 
Snatching (5370777) 520 Today’s the. 
Day (67) 

6j00 Star Trek: The Next Generation ft) ft 
(670796) 

645 Sliders (r) ft (895338) 

720A Date with an AM Sculptor Peter 
Randafi-Page aided by deaf 
percussionist Evelyn Glennie creates a 
carving to appeal to the senses of sight, 
hearing and touch, wide photographer 
- - Catheme Yass .plans -a portrait to 
commemorate an elderly East End 
couple’s house move ft <16) 

820 Gary Rhodes A re tir em en t meal for a 
Bedaies housemistrass ft (7086) 

820Home Root The leather revival; 
spnxahg upa borfog dafrease ft (6593) 


oltow you to programme yourvfctao record* 
nrrtanUy vatth a mds0E%B-F™ hpndaat Tap i 
the \ftdeo PUhCoda tor the progonme jo 


wisti to record. Vktoap»us+- f 5 ). Pkacoda (~1 
and Video Programmer on-tadeowjka « 
Gemstar DewtoptnertflSL 


. Arch mosque and hnam (920pm) 

9.00 ■HMlfodem Times: Arch Peopla 
The world oi London's 4,500 
converted railway aches (T) (854067) 
920 Breaking Point A couple put the painful 
memories of the past behmd them and 
start afresh ft-£236999) 

1020 Newsnlgtt (166951) 

11.15 Prison Weakly Colette Kershaw reveals 
the problems teeing inmales at the 
mather'ancMaaby unit inside StyaS 
Women's Prison In Cheshire (504086) 
1145 Building Sights, USA The Nicola 
restaurant in Loe Angeles (774319) 

1125 Weather (921390) 

1220 TbelildnJght Hoar (87100) 

1220 aai Learning Zone: Edwins Currie 
(6884013) 1245 Leaders and Dictators: 
Carter and Reagan (T) (3608182) 125 
Medieval Realms: Magna Carta 
(8446888) 220 RsDgious Education 
(38655) 4.00 Italtanissirrio (94655) 520 
Nursing Update (55574) 520 Nursing 
Update (68029) 


6.00am GlfTV (2052628) 

9J25 Supermarket Sweep (1555425) 

925 Regional News (7308067) 

10.00 The Time, the Piece (67951) '- 

1020This Moming ft (97890357) . . 

1220pm Regional News (9799048) 

1220 News ft and weather (5696970) 

1225 Shortland Street (5671661) 125 Home 
and Away ft (73917222) 1-50 Qulsfne ft 
(99281311) 2.20 Countdown to 
Christmas ft (45461406) 220 
Vanessa ft (4318357) 

320 News ft (9163375) 

3-2S Regional News (5356336) 

320 Tote TV (2430425) 340 The Singing 
' Kettle News (8579087) 320 Winnie the 
' Pooh (1087048) 420. Neil's Art Attack 
Scrapbook (3609222) 445 Sdxina the 
Teenage Witch (2976932) 

5.10 WALES: Primetime Diary ft (9665241) 

5.10 No Naked Flames — the Work 
Experience (9665241) 

540 News ft and weather (671787) 

620 Home and Away (r) ft (26) 

625 Regional Weather (721883) 

620 Regional News (86) 

720 Emmerdale ft (5864) 

720 Coronation Street Jon makes an 
announcement ft (70) 

8.00 Des O'Connor Tonight With Victoria 
Wood. Janet Jackson, Lee Evans, Ben 
Elton and Louisa (9777) 



BiQ and John RaHf (920pm) 

9-00 Twins: The Divided Self A 

documentary on twins that 
aims to pose profound questions about 
• human behaviour (T) (2241) 

1020 News; National Lottery Result and 
weather (47512) 

1020 Regional News (571999) 

1040WALES: Top Sport (631680) 

1140 WALES: Movie Show Special (992628) 
12.10am WALES: Tropical Heat (9717636) 
1040 No Way Out (1987) US naval officer Tom 

M Farrell (Kevin Costner) gets out of his 
depth when he becomes involved wfth a 
politician's mistress during a posting to 
the Pentagon. Also with Gene Hackman 
and Sean Young. Directed by Roger 
Donaldson ft (28433425) 

1220am Movie Club (3769810) 

1.20 Real Stories of the Highway Patrol (r) 
(4857655) 

145 Murder fay Night (1989) With Robert 

m Urfch and Kay Lenz. An amnesia sufferer 
discovers he is the sole witness to a 
savage serial kffler'-s latest murder. 
Directed by Paul Lynch (645433) 

320 nv at file Belfort Festival (8815907) 

4.10 Coach (79277988) 

42SThe Time, the Place (r) (79314704) 

520 Coronation Street (r) ft (99520) 

520 News (82655) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 
1225-125 A Country Practice (5671661) 
5.10*540 Shottland Street (9665241) 
529-620 Air Watch (569970) 

625 Central News (820593) 

625-720 Lifeline (769203) 

1220am Film: Bite the Bullet (1975). A 
western adventure starring Gene 
Hackman, James Cobum and Candice 
- Bergen. Directed by Richard Brooks 
(8736S297) 

3.10 The Mysterious West (85222278) 

340 The Good Sex Guide Late (6951029) 
425 Centra] Jobfinder >97 (6724704) 

520 Aslan Eye (4720365) 


As KTV West except 
1220pm-1220 illuminations (9799048) 
1225 Home and Away (7780951) 

120-120 Emmerdale (87339244) 
5.10-640 Home and Away (9665241) 
620-720 Westcountry Live (58116) 


As HTV West except 
5.10-540 Home and Away (9665241) 
6.00 Meridian Tonight (26) 

620-720 Put It to the Test (86) 

1040 The Pier (950311) 

1125 The Listings (701203) 

11.10 Highlander (693680) 

12.10am Meridian Masterclass (9717636) 
5.00 Freescreen (99520) 


As HTV West except 
12.19pm AngBa Air Watch (9701883) 
1225-125 The Fashion Poke (5671661) 
5.1G54D ’StarBandStreet (9685241) 
623 AngBa Weather (722512) 

625-7.00 Anglia News (110999) 

1029 Angfla Air Watch (963593) 

Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (38393) 
920 YsgoSon (596970) 

1120 Powerhouse (1406) 

1220 Sesame Street (44425) 

1220pm Rlckl Lake (71067) 

120 Slot Meflhrin (50850222) 

1.15 Tic Toe (50855777) 

120 FHm: The Magic Box (71390) 

320 Collectors’ Lot (B4) 

420 FHteen-to-One (99) 

420 Pantotand (83) 

520 5 Pump (9579798) 

5.15 PfeB (2781690) 

520 Countdown (35) 

620 Newyddlon (285406) 

6.10 Heno (685628) 

720 Pobol y Cwm (926661) 

725 Ffermto (215338) 

820 Slopa (2154) 

620 Newyddkm (1661) 

920 Cracker (7393) 

1020 Brookskte (472864) 

1025 Babylon 5 (659086) 

1120 CybUI (867338) 

1225am Under the Moon (79624655) 

420 Lumberjacks OKI (24758) 

5.00-520 Screaming Reels (97162) 




525am Sesame Street (25375) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (38393) 

9.00 Schools: Making Sense oi Science 
(24661) 920 Good Health ft (9087048) 
945 Book Box ft (9075203) 10.00 
Stage Two Science ft (9584932) 10.15 
Rat-a-Tat-Tal (9507883) 1020 
Geographical Eye ft (6633661) 10JS0 
Stop, Look, Listen ft (2908593) 11.00 
First Edition IV (1705932) 11.15 The Mir 
ft (1728883) 

1120 Powerhouse ft (1406) 1220 Sesame 
Street (44425) 1220pm Light Lunch 
(67593) 120 Gardens without Borders 
ft (17720048) 1.45 Paroles en I'air 
(86656406) 

1-55 Pd Climb the Highest Mountain (1951) 

n starring WBIlam Lundigan and Susan 
Hayward. The story of the three-year 
ministry oi a Methodist preacher and his 
wife rn a smaH Georgia town. Greeted by 
Henry King (88670086) 

320 Collectors’ Lot Lois Maxwell, better 
known as Miss Moneypenny. provides a 
guided tour ot a James Bond collection 
and Fast World War mementoes ft (64) 
4.00 FHteen-to-One ft (99) 420 Countdown 
ft (2986319) 425 Ricki Lake ft 
(5365845) 520 Pet Rescue ft (35) 

&00 Gamesmaster (3/10) ft (48) 

620 Roseanne: No Talking Becky plays the 
rebellious teenager and refuses to talk to 
her mum (r) ft (28) 

720 Channel 4 News ft (674932) 

720 Writing about Art (6256B0) 

820 Brooks)de How will Susannah react to 
Jacqui’s announcement? Ben and Mike 
come to an agreement ft (2154) 

8.30 The Reel Holiday Show Gaby Roslin 
introduces reports from Ibiza where an 
HIV-positive woman and her daughter s 
holiday is shattered by the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, the Caribbean 
island Margarita; and Yorkshire ft (1661) 
9.00 r A ete ej Secret Lives: Margot 

ESS*] Fonteyn — Prime Ballerina 
Absolute The truth behind the serene 
fagade of foe supreme ballerina ft 
(7393) 



Zeta Jones and Pe r tw e e (10.00pm) 

1020 Blue Juice (1994) Sean Pertwee. 

B Catherine Zeta Jones and Ewan 
McGregor star in this comedy drama set 
among the Cornish surfing community. 
Directed by Carl Prechezsr (T) (509796) 
1120 The Raspberry Ripple Awards The 
awards ceremony lor foe best and worst 
portrayals of disabled people in the 
media (539203) 

1225am Under the Moon Sports magazine 
presented by Danny Kelly and Tom Binns 
(79624655) 

420 Lumberjacks OKI (r) (24758) 

5.00 Screaming Reels (r) ft (97162) 

520 Schools: Geoyaphlcal Eye (rl (T) 
(6716839) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 

transponder No 63 on the Astra Sateflite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder vril 
be able to receive foe channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1022075 GHz: sound: 
7.02 and 720 MHz 

6.00am 5 News Early (4750715) 

720 Milkshake! (7030574) 7.35 Kabtaml 
(9622067) 8.00 Havakazoo (r) (4160491) 

820WldeWorid Series on Victorian fife looks 
at the significance of the Albert Memorial 
(4/10) (1906262) 

920 Espresso Consumer affairs magadne 
(7594067) 10.00 Exclusive (4959406) 
1020 Vanessa's Day With Zandra 
Rhodes (r) ft (7506406) 

11.00 Leeza American chat show (3878628) 
1120 Double Espresso (90434999) 
1220 The Bold and the Beautiful ft 
(3801898) 1220pm Family Affairs (r) ft 
(1050864) 

1.00 5 News Update (88392154) 1.05 Sunset 
Beach ft (4643086) 2.00 5’s Company 
(3848864} 

3.30 Your Money or Your Wife (1960. b/w) 

n starring Donald Sinden and Peggy 
Cummins. A comedy about a newly 
married couple who learn (hat they will 
have to divorce in order to daim an 
inheritance. Directed by Anthony 
Simmons (9030680) 

520 5’s Company: Late Extra (56397661) 
520Whittle Audience participation quiz show 
hosted toy Tim Vine ft (4216628) 

6.00100 Per Cent (4206241) 

620 Family Affairs Claire and Melanie move 
in with Elsa ft 14297593) 

7.00 Exclusive Showbusiness news and 
gossip (5665406) 

720 Animal Outposts: Dry Country Rsh 

The species of fish foal live m the 
sinkholes of Namibia ft (4293777) 

820 Instant Gardens William Van Hage and 
foe team continue to tackle an inner-city 
roof terrace (5674154) 

8205 News (T) (5653661) 





Nick Notts facing danger (9.00pm) 

9.00 The Deep (1977) An underwater 
QWfW adventure, based on the novel by Peter 
U Benchley. starring Robert Shaw. 

Jacqueline Bisset and Nick Node. 
Directed by Peter Yates (59036628) 
1125 The Jack Doeherty Show Comedy and 
chat (5451593) 

12.10am Prisoner. Celt Block H (5397617) 

1.10 Live and Dangerous Includes American 
colleoe football and basketball 
(64555810) 

425 The Streets of San Francisco starring 
Karl Malden (5335029) 

520100 Per Cent (r) (7479704) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 
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• For further listings sec 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ ' - ■ _ 

6 _ 00 a*i Mommg dory ra87583)aj» Hotel 

(83086) i&MAiwtfiefWOiti 

Days of Our Uvbs 122390) 1200 Qpran 

nmbv ,,?338 > 

2 JM Srfy Jessy Raphad ( 2806 « MO 
jct.tv Jones i14222) too Oprafr Winfrey 
(3325715.00 Si* Trek. Voyager (7721] BJX> 

Qwam Team |11l3» *30 Itaned Wh 
CMdre" 1 (4883) 

p ort Married w4fi CMkfcen <33845} mao 
lha (jrewaJ (36932) 11-00 Sar Ta*. 

» Va,-aaB 54368311M0 Law Sra>s (<023^ 
UBan It ft* HM1 d ^ 

2A0 Lofig P^V [65337SJ 

SKY BOXOFFICE__ 


Mfrirtps woito rti minik 

Irfm telepNtoe P99Q8 0088S. 
c*r E2J9 per viewing 

rpiCE 1 ftenspo nder2 Q 

iu OreWitsM (inq 

? (Tianspondarfi(5 

ion (MB) 

: FICE 3 (Transporriar58) 
tdorfkotme) 

^(Cf 2 (Transponder 58) 
hm. negn 


IES SCREEN 1 

hmt fM7*» (78135) 7AO 
ten <18268425) AL15 LMh 
rT7ta£fl9« 1M» QtAm 
i i i .OOpcn Ttw Buddy SF»" 
3290; 100 Hwffl Haiti flock 
n 1423971 5 j 00 Wn uM flwat 
7J30 Loefi f«94) 
tot flaw QMS) gS Sg 
HtJna (19E) {41274593) 
» Hoorn dt Lo« ATaon* 

6) 1633687) 225 T«liM 
I) S34C291 Itoottopw 
) • ' . ' 

IES SCREEN 2 

bm* on Oemred fWl) 
SJOO SaOnrfs Tiwris 
Oi «U0 BadMlor Rrt 

.1) 12JOO esW (tiB) 
n TMMHh 9oopor- 

<MQ fm Oo ed m ted 

,&oo-n»o^wrerti«w> 


(IWK] (<8196^1^0 H^acted: F 8 ght 2 a 6 
f1B95) (20927^ 3. tS Thw Torn o* Ji» 
Screw (WM) (425820) 455 OfT on a 
CMMCtMTS) (48B8183 

SKYMOVESGOLP 

4J»wii ana « Yreow fiMon 
(*948} (S245B83I &00 Santa Cbus: Tha 
Mreto (1884) (448739(9 8L00 Burt fay Iha 
SUB (1994) (493098281 10.15 Intomd 
MMrt (MSO) (6780798) 12.10am Tfaa 
Cfay of UMi ChUw (IMS) (8444385} 
295 Tba BlUa (1SSB) (8846471) 4.05 
AScwJbtoM (IMS) (9385433) 


SjnpnSoaranoactetlBSB) (561068*5 
114» K mf Largo (1908) @2322425) 
Ijnamlbm Hoorn mBBio Jacfcrt (199Q) 
0281764^ 290 Sran a m m ch e (19S2) 
(60220SBQ5J»aose 

SKYSPORTSi 

TAtea Sports Ccnra (89609) 7A0 Wres- 
ftnc (24338) 130 Spats Carea &609) 
a JO Ranno Now (76681) 830 Aerobes 
(29341) 1000 The foottetere’ Fodfaa O 
Shew (97828) 11JO Tartan Edra p7K1) 
tIJtt V-Mox (S868C8 1000 Aerobics 
(9642912J0pm 11» fcottMaws-ftOM 
SMw ^6883) UO Tartan Extra (39628) 
gjB Re 6nefa Soeew (33933 ooo Sports 
. Urtmted (80796). *00 The FoatbatenT 
Rxdnl Sow (48203) &M'Westing 
(5025) BM Spam Genre (1719 B3B 
Fujfcat tAmdrt (2DS7) 7J» Footu* Wea 
Ham v Cryst* P)W-ll» (72S8B(g 
1000 SpoosCemre o?i54) laso Fww 
MuKU (73574) 1108 Pool @8357) 1200 
Scots Gertie (4S9SQ 1200am febri 
Spots (96373 FodbaB (78029) UO 
Spans Cana f379B8j 400 Close 

SKY SPORTS 2 

TOOam Aftttttt (9193970) 720 Sports 
Cento (9189777) &J00 Racing taws 
S8T332) «aa Rsfa TV (779B406 SL30 V- 
Mai (7998680) HM» Crichec WWd Mas- 
p7(S84f9 UXton Rugby VMonc 
ElrtM A vfit Bars® $303777} 3J»Gefl 
Exaa (46407S6) MO Rett Sports 
(7917715) 7 JOB Sports Cento (2S06Q57) 
7M Go4 E*a (BC8H67) IBM FWad 
Spots (3292481) 11.30 OSshora Power- 
jrat* (6811798) 1200 Wbrtd rt Safog- 
X0S734fi) PBOani Fu&ol Martel 
(13774871 1O0 Sports Oanaa < 900287) 
un-SMrt USA neiitst) 300 owe® 
pSSrt(«»l33)UOO» - 


SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

IZOOpn WresSno (81642SZQ 100 Rsh 
TV(B1B2804S)200Siroeibouts (67113951) 
300 GoWen MoroerSs oi the Oympics 
(50437S34) 300 Ice Skating: Wortcf Chel- 
enge of Champions (63382-05) 400 
. Nooaa TnsOVon. (86623338) 500 Pool 
(24906884). &30 OUm Pomrtxrts 
(28174796) 700rWIV (56188932) &00 
Sport USA (54509864) 900 IMdsuWB 
(81B43357) IOlOO Sportraks B2967B8ffl 
1030 The Gokfan Age of Motor Racing 
(88600574)11000000 

EUROS PORT _ 

7.30am Broffsb (22971? fLOO NASCAR 
Season Review (44048) 11J» Oflroad 
AtoBlng P7999) 1Z30pci Wtoefca Map- 

anr» S425} IjOO Froeodfi Magazine 
(73048) 1 JO Sfeaatbrt @4796) 200 Foc4- 

baI; htoca tine rt rf Cup (98798) 4.00 
Timor PiA« (73999) SCO Motors Maga- 
n» (9703) 6430 Kaihg- Bf MastarB 

(24638) 7-OOMotfs cl StaoHn (93241)8100 
Boang (79661) 9J» Bans 199423 -KUDO 
hdyCar Season Revfsw .(63135) 12.60 
Saing ($7384) lZ30amC>osa 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Wbrzei GunmWgo (4820951) 738 
NMiun (4613116) aoo &»9roatf 
(?788«5) 8X Eas£rdas (6338390) 9.00 
The HB (6534N8) &30 Honardsf Way. 
(9837390) iaoo Stess TT» itouse 
f 1905951j 1030 The SuSvans (6623832) 
iun Boon (ES66338) izoo Crossroads 
(46614683) 1225 NeUttnurs 1486179719 
12J5 East&ders (25wB80) 1^0 HH3e-Hi 
(4740998)2.10 Yob Mrtstv (6003241) 2J50 
La* of me Sunmer Mne (907933^ 3J0 
Tie BO (3306796) 44)0 JuSs Braro 
(38138593) SOS Ea^ndsrs (1092883) 
S40 Frt House (4880357) S25 THeffS 
srwatjusress (2337852) 7 J» Last at foe 
Somrer WM (1459491) 745 Can't Wrt 
Up (B4M048) &20 Y« MMsw {5798339} 
9JD0 The B* (13298*^ are Taggeir 
(8947883) 11-05 Uire el Jofleun 

(4887425) 11-35 NdedVUBO (920/241) 
-12.10m Ouncsr (3862891) 1.10 Uarol 
Vim £875181)23X3 Sfaeppcg (5662471) ■ 

GRANADA PLUS 

UBm The Boc (85374063 7 JO CarOMt- 
toi SI (BBMeSD 7J0 Famifc* {69637BQ 
UO Bferf Date £6587715) 9XC Upstate, 
□ounstete (4 4 2 6086). -IOlOO Donahie 
(6952680) 113» Ha t IQ Ha rt (69491 IQ 
1? no CoronaBDn & gasman) 1230pm 



Joety Rfohvdsofi, Tod Danson In Loch Ness (Screen 1,7.00pm) 


Partfie (28556 0 3 ) 1J» On the Buses 
(8943033) 1JO PtMSe an (2354864) 2JOO 
Update, Dowutete (7468154) 3 j 0O 
Danahua.(7G9279Q 43)0 Mteten: topossi- 
bte (7B712D3) 5J» HtoeH B»0 
(3450608) UO.FbuWqg (7712970} R» 
Curontoen Sr (7703322) 7J08 Btod Dito 
(488211^ ajOoVtet to Hart (8387721) foOO 
CtweflOrt St (7600715) ftto Hate and 
Pace (2875357) -IOlOO. Heart Ffca-O 
(5032654) 11.00 Close 

CARLTON SELECT (cabtrt 

SJIDpiK QitoacA (7708711$ 830 HeyDad 
n ^Bi«813q UOBtartburiM C816504B) 
MO A Counsy Practice (28189625) 70)0 
Uy Two W«a (S38873&7) 7:80 6 MU 1 On 
(28178S1? BAD Rude Hearth (47382986) 
&30 10 Pa qrta r a (62132262) «JO FWds 
of Fw 158193999) 17-00 Si Bseufoare 
( 84 S 9 £e 22 ) 12 J» CoAne and Manria’a 
tawte Oifo (63183888) VAOom Trias of 
foa Unopeeted (54478704) IJOOOoob 

DISNEY CHANNEL _; 

OOOmi Under the Um Uafci Tree 630 
Rosie and Jkn 6A5 WMa foe Pooh 7.00 
Ajwritfrr the Sorias Z30 Tex Awy 600 
DhuseusBao aortcars uo Gtam Ban 
9JO Chip 'n' Dria Rescue Rangers 035 


Mouse end Mote 10J0 Sesame Street 
11JSO Mrme the Pooh 11.13 Rorio and Jkn 
lias Sng Mb a Stoy wtfo Bafts 1600 Tos 
TV 1230pm ffsFuiH Leam wffi Spar 
1448 Wforea foe Pooh 1J0 Sasama Sim 
2J» Amazing Anmrie 230 Qunri Bean 
330 Tate Spin 330 God Troop 430 Tenon 
and Pumbao 430AladcSm The Series 600 
Gargoytas. The Gotefo Chroredes 530 
orosaurs 600 Bossom 630 Boy Meets 
World 7 .00 Home Improwment730HUfc 
trey Pepptne 64$ Ctoeric Teens 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

60Oan Defty 830 BCy foe Cri 730 
fvwxrt) 730 Poaer Rangers Zao 600 
Beettabags 830 Masked FWar600 Megk: 
Box 630 Oudtay 1600 bispeaar Gadget 
1630 Pizza Cats 11.00 Sweet Vaftey »efo 
1600 Ace Ventura 1230pm Caa» 130 
T.ek130lron Mmaoo Pereateie Rw338 

Power RangwsZeo 330 Beetfeborgs 330 
Masted Oder 430 Ace Vantiaa 430 
Casper 530 Tick 530 X Mm 600 
Sphtaman 630 Sweet Valley rtgh 


firtton Happay Ewr After 630 Batty's 
World730SfWu730Derrfc foe MeraDB 
600 Beenm 630 Batmm 600 Eantenn 


Jim 630 Rorruatd the Reindeer 1600 
Oscar's Orchestra 1630 Ftasti Gordon 
11.00 tznogood 1130 Gtgamo. 1230 
Speou 1230pm Sent 130 Batman 130 
AJ s Time Tarvrilare 230 tznogoud 230 
Hash Gordon 330 Sane 330 Earthworm 
Jkn 430 Oenrts the Menace 430 Batman 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Al your lavourtte cartoons broadcast torn 
S30am to 600pm. seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

600am Kler Tomatoes 630 Aaahh! Real 
Monsters 730 Hay AmokJi 730 
600 Doug 630 Newrandlng Story 930 
Case 1030 Whrtzn's House 1630 Babs 
1130 Mage School Bus 1130 Bananas in 
Pyjamas 1230 Paddinglm Bear ale 
1230pm Utoa Red Traoor ate 130 Dr 
Seusa 130 Ute Bear Stones 230 Anenal 
Show 230 C8BC 330 RoddVDoug <30 
Angry Bwwra 430 Rugrets 530 Sister 
Seter530 Kenan and Kri600Sabrina the 
Teenage Wtah 630 Moeeha 730 Ctose 

TROUBLE __ 

1230pm Swan's Crossing 1230 Ready or 
Nat 130 Madfaon 130 CaKorma Dreerre 
230 Sored by foe Bafl 230 Swan's 
Crossing 3 00 Bart 330 Ready or N« 430 
Saved by foe BeC 430 USA Mgh 5.00 
Kanglime 530 -CritomiB Dreams 600 
Start 130 Piaduon 700 HangOme 730 
raAHgh600Ctoee 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Cress Wfe 530 More on Up 600 
Famiy Fortunes 630 Catehphrase 7.15 
The S64.000 Question 600 Spit Second 
630 Keraohe Chataty 61S Wteier Tatea 
All 1600 Tmnn Hurt 11.15 Karaote 
Chalengs 1200 Say foa Wont 1230am 
ttot to Man 130 The Btg VaDay 230 
Naponri fleogaphtc330Where I Uve^430 
JBUt SriB Frorters 530 Scrieartsiwp 
BRAVO _ 

600pm A-Team (43762X0 630 Tour of 
Duty (4396067) 1600 Red Shoe Deries 
(5468512) 1645 FILM: CoM Stoat (1987) 
(26998400) 123Sorn Lease Ntetson's Un- 
betonced World (1509907) 1245 Tour or 
tXty (1626549) 135 Red Shoe Dtahes 
(5718181) 230 F2M: A Woman, Hto Man 
and Kar RJton (1901) (15106101 430 
Lute Ntewn'e Unbrimed Worti 
P52S87U4) 430 The (toot P17060^ 530 
Sterrtcy and Hutch (4820181) 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Grace Under Hre (4796) 730 
Roseanne (B593) 830 Plan (46361 630 
CyWl (2951) 930Cheers (T5357) S30 Tmb 
( 18133) 1030 Frasnr (95796* 1030 Kemy 
Everett (7)1181 1130 Gayle's World 
(47574) 1130 EDen (69357) 1230 
Rosaanne (43758) 1230am Nlghtstand 
(24181) 130 Soro (97297) 130 Tan 
(60966) 230 Gayte's Wand (58471) 230 
Grace Under Rre (44270) 330 Frasier 
(77433) 330 Kenny Everett (31758) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

600pm SlgfiTWgs (3408222) 930 FUJfc 
Xte> li (3419600] 1130 Friday the 13th 
(6710067) 1230 Srphiogs (82335561 
130am TwUlGte Zone (9096029) 130 Tries 
ot the LVtarpaciad (3737839) 230 Dart* 
Shadows (7842B10) 230 New Hiichcocfc 
(7838617) 330 Fretyfoe 13fo (9B37S4B) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am Joy ol Paring 930 Garden Club 
IOLOO Great Gardening Plot 1630 New 
Y antee worishop 1130 Andy's Anting 
Aduentwac 1130 Hareeteiw 1230 Wheel 
Nte 1230pm This Old House 130 ran 
Can CooK 130 Ftertwaton Game 200 
FimVB Guys 230 AnOquas Tran 3.00 
Two's Country330 Home Agan430Ctosc 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pnt The Deeman (338384S) 430 
Roadshow (33123571530 Andeni Warriors 
(8530715) 530 Beyond 3000 (3303809) 
630 Deady Seaton (9854067) 7.00 World 
ol Strange Powers (85109511730 DsaEler 
(3313086) 600 Mysterkaa Universe 

(8536998) 630 Super Natural (85154061 
930Chan6 ol foe Gods [4392241) 1 OD 0 
KMSfofe Places: World ol War (4302628) 
1130 Extreme Marines (8548845) 1200 
The Dtcemen (7805891) 1230am Road¬ 
show (7218471) 130 Ossete (5784616) 
130 Beyond 2000 (820807?) 200 Ctose 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm Hu* tor foe Sar* Blue Fr 
(8272357) 600 ice Bird (8258777) 930 Ice 
comb (9395357) 930 Hcnev Hunters 
(3192086) 1600 WSd’ Life Adventure 
{3380608) 1230 Gold was. Worn Stood 
©050926) 130am Close 

TRAVEL (cable) _ 

1230pm Going Places 130 Dermtas 
Ptenet 130 B^Ond Borders 200 Snow 


Satan 230 No Trackin' Hohday 330 Reel 
World 330 Oceania 430 Aurtratan Gour- 
ma Tour A30 On foa Road to Ihe islands 
530Hope ffidars630 RaSww Adventures 
Aeot* Europe 600 Stepping ihe World 
630 On Tom 730 Great Sptendours ol foe 
Wbrtd 600 Wei and Wid 630 fortrad a 
Ireland 930 Hohday Inlemaeonal 1600 No 
Trackin' Holiday 1630 Fbyd on Ray 1130 
Cries c< foe World 1130 Heel Wdrtd 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Chuicnfl and foe Cat-nei War 
Roams (8476406) 530 Lost Cwtearena; 
Aw«n (2505338) 630 Ancieni Mysteries 
(7917715) 7.00 BngrapfY. David and 
Goiath (2070203) 600 Ctose 
CARLTON FOOD (cabfo) 

1230pm Food Network DaSy 1230 The 
Res&uram Show 130 Food fa Thouqm 
130 From foe rjwmd Up 230 Ross's 
Foreign Asagnmcni 230 Food Network 
Daly 330Alive and Cooking 330 Graham 
Kerr s kitchen 430 Aido s Itafan Job 430 
Chat la a Day 600 Ctose 

LIVING _ 

600am Tmy Living 9.00 Why Me?930 The 
Gordon Eiott Show 1610 Jerry Sprfoget 
1130 The Yoatg and foe Restless 1135 
Bnooteide 1225pm J'ntny's 1255 Cheap 
Chr 135 Ready. Steady. Cook235 Han to 
Hart 330 Live ai Three 435 Jerry Springer 
600Rotonda530OtertO Ctoc620Ready. 
Steady, Cor* 7.00 Rescue 911 730 
Myrtenes. Wagrc end Mraste, 600Ariren- 
alto Jurtoes 930 HLlfc Prison ol Swcnto 
1130 Sex Lite Down Under 1200 Pose 

ZEE TV __ 

G30am Napar Pane Poop Nagar 730 
Jaa^an 730 Ghoomia Aana 830 Buri- 
ne&s 615 Muac 830 Raahat 930 Manriii 
930 Out and About 1030 Tara 1130 Low 
Cal 1130 Vtom Aap Ke Han Vton 1200 
Daiaar 1230pm Raahaf 130 FILM 430 
Pvtyc Demand 530 Aisa Bta Hoi a Hai 
530 Teen Do Paanch 600 Hun Paanch 
530 AJ Timfe HE 700 Lto^rtV 730 Baneg 
Apnt Baal830Ne*&830Dmlaan930Pal 
Do Pal 1600 Fbn Barien 1030 Top 10 
1130 Puvrii Kshetra 

MTV_ 

The 24 how mimic charm*) 

VH-1 _ 

The vldee him chmd 


















FOOTBALL 44 

Leading marksman 
sets his sights 
on Cup record 



CWCWET 46 

Lara feels the heal 
as West Indies 
slide continues 
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Fifa formula leaves anxious Hoddle fearing ‘group of death- in 



Hopes recede 
as England 
take pot luck 

From Oliver Holt, football correspondent, in Marseilles 



THE Ftfa delegation had 
walked off the stage. One after 
another, Sepp Blaiter, Lennart 
Johansson and Michel Platini 
descended the steps into the 
sea of cameramen and lights. 
Behind them, two officials 
took, the replica of the World 
Cup off the table and packed it 
in bubble-wrap. And then, in 
the conference hall ar the 
Palais de Congres. the agonis¬ 
ing over England's fate began. 

Some minutes earlier. Blat¬ 
ter, the general secretaiy of the 
world governing body, had 
confirmed the worst fears of 
Glenn Hoddle. the coach, and 
legions of England supporters 
when he revealed that the fail¬ 
ure to qualify for the 1994 
finals had effectively cost them 
the chance to be numbered 
among the top seeds in France 
next summer. 

As expected, Brazil, France, 
Germany. Argentina, Italy. 
Spain, Holland and Romania 
were placed in that privileged 
category. To make matters 
worse for England the system 
that Fifa will use to mate the 
draw here tomorrow raises 
the uncomfortable prospect of 
Hoddle*s team finding itself 
pitched into a "group of 
death”, condemned to a grim 
struggle against three highly- 
rated teams just to make the 
last 16. 

Ufa calculated the top seeds 
on a complex formula based 
on a combination of perfor¬ 
mances in the past three 
World Cup finals and its own 
world rankings over the past 
two years. England finished 
pint ninth with Bulgaria. 
“The decisive element was the 
column that registered zero for 
1994." Keith Cooper, the Fife 
director of communications, 
said. 

Their omission, coupled 
with Fifa’s hovel formula for 
the draw — which divides the 
remaining 24 teams into three 


bunches based on geographi¬ 
cal considerations, but pre¬ 
cludes any of the eight groups 
including more than two 
European teams—means that 
the bad luck of the draw could 
place _ England with Brazil, 
Croatia and Nigeria, with only 
two teams able to qualify. 

The permutations, though, 
are endless. At the more 
optimistic end of the scale lies 
the possibility that England — 
or Scotland — could be drawn 
with Romania, the weakest of 
ffie seeds, Jamaica and Iran. 

As the repercussions of the 
seedings were examined and 
reexamined — and moments 
of levity amid the furrowing of 


England are planning an 
international match a gainst 
file United States as part of 
their Eve-game build-up to the 
World Cup finals next year. 
Subject to the teams not being 
grouped together in the 
World Cup draw tomorrow, 
they will play m Washington 
on March 24 or 25. Croatia are 
also teen to play England and 
are among around thirty pos¬ 
sible opponents that the FA 
has been considering. 


brows were sought concocting 
a group comprising Argenti¬ 
na, England, the United States 
and Iran — it gradually be¬ 
came apparent that the best 
outcome might be a happy 
medium that saw England 
drawn with one strong team 
and two weaker ones. 

“I am a peat believer in 
whatever will be. will be," 
Hoddle said. “Whoever we 
get. we will handle the cards 
we have been dealt We had a 
tough qualifying group and 
we won it so there is no reason 
for anyone in fixe nation to be 
downhearted. We will take 
what comes. I do know that 
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No 1267 


ACROSS 

5 Simple task: bit or Madei¬ 
ra? (I .5.2.4) 

S Rank in society (6) 

9 Prickly: difficult (problem) 
( 6 ) 

10 Surprise attack (4) 

1 12 Work for five players (7) 

14 One as Amos, Cassandra 
(7) 

15 Rugged peak (4) 

17 One drug-dependent (6) 
m 18 Dawn goddess; ship cueing 
Bolsheviks, 1917(6) 

20 Insouciant (5-3-4) 


DOWN 

1 Henchard its Mayor (Hbr- 
dy) (12) 

2 Suddenly spurn (suitoil (4) 

3 Speaker* dais (7) 

4 A glass; a ship (8) 

6 Beer barrel (4) 

7 Toddler school (12) 

II Unspoken but understood 
( 8 ) 

13 Hour of retirement (7) 

16 Warily unfocthcoming ft) 
19 Wander at large (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1266 

ACROSS: 1 Bulgaria 5 Whim 9 Not mince words 
10 Weld 11 Settler 13 Hushed 15 Canyon lSRansomc 
20 Acts 23 Controversial 24 Tame 25 Animator 
DOWN: I Bind 2 Lithe 3 Ariadne 4 Incise 6 Hartley 
7 Misprint 8 Swat 12 Short cut 14 Synonym 
16 Anagram 17 Leaven 19 Ours 21 Twist 22 Blur 


nil 11 sirs BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS — SPECIAL OFFER: 

Tbe Ttanc* Jumbo Ciomwonb Book 3 is available lo Tones renders far jus £4 (RKP E-J.99) 

MJppGes tut from The Tinw Bookshop. . ___ _ _ 

CiOTpfeawjivohnnoiafThcTrroa Two Crws»m& (Book*— £2.*W|. T3ie Times CltJOTWOS 
(Vdume. 10. ii. 1113 - O.'W each) and Time* Compurer CrawwonU un tfisfc may also be 
onkred, wiih fate delivery. along unh any ruber boats from The Tones BmikstofL 
To Trier vimrtv atU IWI134 49) far credit cart orders or far farther demBs. Mjnying by 


when the coaches of the seeds 
turn up in Marseilles, they 
will be saying: ‘Let* hope we 
avoid England.' 

“1 will not lose any sleep if 
we are pitched in with Brazil. 
Whether we beat them or lose 
to them, we will have two 
other group games and then 
we would not have to play 
them again until the finaL It 
would be an advantage if 
Brazil were in our group. 
What we do not really want, 
though, is Brazil Croatia and 
Nigeria. We do not want a 
‘group of death' situation. 

“The only thing that is 
strange and needs to be read¬ 
justed is that a team (Italy] 
who ... have got in the bade 
door via the play-offs should 
be seeded. That situation has 
crept up on Fife but it is not a 
surprise to me that we have 
not been seeded. It has been 
decided on us not getting there 
in 94. Just ters mate sure we 
never fail to qualify for a 
World Cup again and suffer in 
this way." 

England, who will make 
nearly E4 million in Fifa 
increments if they progress to 
the final, were also left without 
any hint about where they 
might play their three group 
games, only that they will each 
be ai a different venue. 

Platini a member of the 
organising committee, made it 
dear that he had wanted 
geographical considerations 
again to be taken into account 
so that Spain, far instance, 
would be placed in a group 
whose matches were played in 
venues in the south and west 
of France, such as Toulouse 
and Bordeaux (group B), and 
not Paris and Lens (group F). 
His recommend anions, 
though* bad been ignored. “If 
we allocate teams to specific 
stadia,'’ Johansson, the presi¬ 
dent of Uefa, the European 
governing body, said, “there 


Blatter, the Fifa general secretaiy, reveals Brazil as one of the eight seeds for the World Cup finals next summer. Watching him yesterday is Cooper 


would not be much of a draw 
left" 

That also raises the possibil¬ 
ity of Enpland having to play a 
match either in Saint-Etienne 
or Nantes, the only two of the 
ten World Cup stadiums still 
to have perimeter fencing, in 
Nantes, it is the mayor who 
objects to dismantling them; 
in Saint-Etienne. it is the chief 
of police. 

“Take the fences away and 
people are not aggressive." 
Blatter said. "Fans become 
aggressive because they are 
behind bars. It is prisoners 
and wild animals who should 
be behind bars ” 

A few hours after he spoke. 
Fifa sources revealed that the 
English and Italian football 
associations would be fined 
after the trouble that marred 
their qualifying tie in Rome on 
October II a punishment that 


amounts to two slaps an.the 
wrist 

Hoddle. though, boosted by. 
the news that Sol Campbell 
would not be suspended for 
the first group game, ended on 
a note of overriding optimism, 
stressing that five World Cup 
would be a chance for Fin- 
gland’s young players such as 
Paul Scholes and David 
Beckham to “make fiveir name 
and become world- super- 
stars’". The pressure was not 
an them. Hoddie said, but on 
more experienced players 
such as David Seaman. Alan 
Shearer and Paul Gascoigne.. .. 
The world will know fluey are 
canting,” he said. 

The amnesty over yellow 
cards in the qualifying cam¬ 
paign will also allow John 
Coll ins, the Monaco midfield 
player, to play in Scotland’s 
opening fixture. 


Pele suffers repeat of snub 
at World Cup ceremony 


— make payable u New* BnkafCneawards and smd toe' 
l MS, Falmouth.TUI 12YX Ddhwy In 10-14 day* and m avw La bitty. 


HOW THE DRAW FOR FRANCE 98 WILL WORK 


Tto 32 quanta* for ttoWoiM Cup wW to dMded Into four pots. Those are: Pot 1: The Seeds (eight 
teams). Pot 2: Europe (nine teams). Pot 3: Africa, Central America (otypit teams). Pot 4; South 
America, Asia (seven teams). 

TOMORROW’S DRAW WILL BE IN THREE STAGES 

STAGE ONE: Seeds will be drawn into eight groups- 
from aidH. Brazil, the holders, win be aflocated Group 
A France, toe hosts, will be in Group C.; 

STAGE TWO: A draw will then determine the order in 
which toe remainin^pots are drawn. 

STAGE THREE: (i) if Europe is drawn before the South 
American/Asia pot, the first eight European teams out 
of the bat will be placed in group order from A-H. The 
ninth European teem will then Join toe seven Drams in 
pot four 

(ii) The ninth European teem will then be placed with 
either Brazil or Argentina (also determined by draw), 

| so that no group contains more than two teams from 
" Europe. 

(31) If the South Amedca/Asia pot is to be drawn beftxa 
toe Europe pot, there will first be one team drawn from 
; Europe and allocated to either toe Brazil or Argentina 
group 
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(Seeds) 

(Europe)..' 

(Africa, 

(South 


, 

Central 

America, 


, 

America) 

Asia) 

Brazil 

England 

WgMla 

CHk» 

France 

Scotland 

Oamawea 

Paraguay 

Spate 

B*dmn 

Sootti Africa 

Colombia 

Holland 

Bufenta 

Ontala 

ban 

Gofmany 

Croatia. 

Morocco 

Japan 

Argentina 

Wqpolavta 

United States Saadi Arabia 

Italy 

Norway 

Mexico 

Sootti Koran 

Romania 

Denmark 

Austria 

Jamaica 




HOOQLE'S. WORST-CASE SCENARIO 


Bmfl, Engand, CroaQa, Mgarta 


BEST-CASE SCENARIO 
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PELE is to be excluded from 
the World Cup draw ceremo¬ 
ny In Marseilles tomorrow. In 
a re-enactment of the draw in 
Las Vegas four years ago. 
when Joao Havelange; the 
Fifa. president overruled 
prominent mambas of . the 
Fife administration to bar 
Pele from the stage,; fire finest 
living footballer wifi be abr 
sent again. Pete wffl be in 
Marseilles, but plaits to watch 
the draw on tdevinon foam a 
hotel room two minutes from 
the Starie Vflodromt 

“We aredesperately hoping 
the old man wificbfinace Pete 
and invite him in.” -one Fife 
insider said. Htrwever, Pete, 
having allowed himself to be 
talked into sifting in' the 
audience in Las Vegas on a 
sponsors’ ticket, is too dignK 
tied for that to happen a 
second time. .. .. 

The . problem between 
Havelange, 81, and Pde in¬ 
volves family and sports poli¬ 
tics. Pete is Minister for Sport 
in Brazil where Ricardo 
Teixdra. the son-in-law of 
Havelange, heads the football 
federation.. **l . think 
Havelange has never forgiven 
the fact that I told the truth 
about Tdxefra." Pdesaid, 
yesterday.“It's very sad. but I 
have a duty to speak against 
corruption.” Teixdra denied 
. the allegations at tbe time; but 
took no further action. 

Before the 1994 draw; Pete 
bad given a detailed account 


Bv Rob Hughes 


of 


ions that Teixeira 
personally by switch¬ 
ing a television contract 
More recently. Fete has draft¬ 
ed a bfil for the Brazilian 
Congress that would allow 
dubs to form their own 
leagues and to break from tbe 
federation. The former player, 
who graced four World Cups 
and was on the winning side 
in two World Cup finals, has a 
mandate to stimulate the 
roots of Brazilian soccer and 
to dean up corruption. 

He rites the protection by 
the federation, the CBF, of 
elite dubs. Put simply, they 
are not allowed to fafi. They 
can finish in fite relegation, 
zone, but not go down. Rules 
are bent, leagues are restruc¬ 
tured, so that Sao Paulo in 


1990. Grehtio in 1992 and 
Flumincnae tiris year were all 
spared the drop after finish¬ 
ing-bottom; *• 

• It-appears that Havelange; 
whose word in Fifa has been 
law smee 1974 has no oppo¬ 
nents within die executive 
who dare intervene. Fifa stat¬ 
utes encourage fumto do this 
because they-state drat no 
individixal can tads to law fife 
authority of a football associ¬ 
ation or federation. . 

“It is faxocal/’a former Fifa 
employee observed. “Pete 
. fire greatest player the gar 
has known mgl - thr best 
ambassador and, through one 
man's spite, be ir-prevenled 
from his rightful proe at fite 
table. 1 just hope Pdfrremain? 
strong, because these Over- 
Mown affairs are befiftfedwftfrr 
out irim-" They are indeed. ‘ 



FOR all the brave words from 
the England management, 
many of them totally justified, 
after a draw and two defeats 
they are faced with an intrac¬ 
table problem when they 
name today the XV to play 
New Zealand at Twickenham 
cm Saturday. They know what 
their prime candidates can 
offer and it does not match the 
weight of shot that the All 
Blacks bring with them. 

No one shoold expect that 
and, in their heart of hearts, 
the team management will 
have acknowledged ft. Instead 
they must compose a team 
that is as competitive as ft can 
possibly be — and Lawrence 
Dahaglio, the captain, will not 
let it be anything else — and 
which remains faithful to 
Clive Woodward’s ambitions 
for a wider game. 

There is no point In a 
damage limitation exercise, 
partly because England do not 
nave the armoury for that 
either. They must go out and 
play in the New Zealander's 
faces, as they did at Old 
Trafford and as Ireland and 
Wales did in their respective 
internationals, but they must 
also, recover the sense of 
discipline that slipped at 
Twickenham last week 
against South Africa: they 
may concede the playground 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


to the All Blacks, but there is 
no point in conceding the 
moral ground too. 

Their options are limited by 
injury — to Mike Catt, Tony 
Diprose and Tim Rodber, for 
example — and the fact that 
such 1 players as Adedayb ’ 
Adebayo, Tim Stimpson and 
Mark Regan played in the A 
team' against the New Zea-' 
landers at Leicester last night, 
suggests that they wifi not be 
asked to start ai Twickenham. 
It is not clear what Adebayo 
has done to earn demotion 
after starting against both 
Australia and New Zealand 
and being replaced by Austin 
Healey on both occasions. 

Nick Mailed, the South 
Africa coach, expressed his 
admiration for Ad ebayo and 
the Bath plays' remains the 
most potent finisher in dub 
rugby; he does not have quite 
the edge of speed one would 
wish in an international wing, 
there is no one obviously 
better. John Bentley, his re¬ 
placement against South Afri¬ 
ca. was also taken off in the 
second half so that remains an 
area for- considerable 
discussion. 

Phil de Glanville, who 
missed file match with South 
Africa because of damaged 


ankle ligaments, trained yes¬ 
terday and deserves a recall, 
not only on previous form but 
for fite experience he brings. 
Nick Greenstock enjoyed as 
good a match as he could have 
hoped for in his stead, quite 
apart from scoring England’s 
sole-try, but with a new 
mixture in midfield enforced 
by the absence of Catt De 
GlanviQe is entitled to a 
return. 

Paul Grayson, the most 
experienced fly half available, 
is file only option as Catfs 
replacement which creates the 
strangest of cases for Matt 
Dawson, his dub partner, to 
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remain, even if Kyran Brack¬ 
en has recovered from' his 
shoulder injury. Grayson ad¬ 
mits . that fortune has . not 
favoured his rivals — Catt and 
Alex King —but he has 
suffered in the same way 
himself: “I was injured at the 
end of last season, soiffca case 
of swings' and roundabouts," 
he said. 

“1 started the season as third 
choice, coming back from 
iftjury, I was playing at fuD 
back and centre as welt as fly 
half so I didn’t have any right 
to expect^to be top of the pile. 
Blit with the situation that has 
developed, ft would be an 
exciting prospect to play 
against New Zealand."’ 

That is the attitude the 
selectors must depend upon, 
players enthused at the pros¬ 
pect of competing with die 
best Changes in the pack are 
likely to be minimal, me recall 
of Martin Johnson after sus¬ 
pension in place of "Danny 
Grewcock the most obvious, 
one; that will add stability to 
the set pieces though ft win 
also bring iron to All Black 
souls since ft was Johnson’s, 
punch on Justin Marshall that 
caused them such anguish at 
Old Trafford. His presence in 
England’s, ranks wflj add the 
final touch td New Zealand^ 
preparations. 
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We can help you fake the first steps jt-i 
puftir® this technology into use- 

Please cafi us to receive an infomtation 
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